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The worst winter hill is the one
you find yourself on when you get
that feeling of dread: “Not good.”

Heading down, you worry you’ll
pinball to a stop.

Going up, you realize your car
doesn’t have the momentum to
take the hill. Worse, you start slid-
ing backward.

Molly Nicklin has seen that driv-
er outside her home at 40th and
California Streets.

Nicklin and her partner, Luke
Armstrong, bought the property
at the corner of 40th and Califor-
nia and founded the Cali Commons
community space. They live up-
stairs — above the drop-off that
is California Street, where the hill
that houses the soaring St. Cecilia
Cathedral falls down toward Sad-
dle Creek Road (which, you know,
used to be an actual creek).

Nicklin knows the sound of
screeching, spinning tires. She has
seen cars, usually the second or
third stopped in a line, stall trying
to drive up the hill.

“I’ve done a lot of looking out
the window and watching that hap-
pen,” she said.

Austin’s is back with old favorites and some
new takes on steakhouse dishes. Living

Arrival of Omaha’s rapid transit bus line delayed until fall
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The start of Omaha’s new rap-
id transit bus line will be delayed
until this fall as construction of
the station platforms falls behind
schedule.

That’s sure to draw grumbling
from many drivers dealing with

traffic delays as construction takes
up a lane of traffic in spots along
Dodge Street.

Metro transit has delayed its
ORBT — Omaha Rapid Bus Tran-
sit — project before through the
years of planning and prepara-
tions. The most recent goal had
been an April 2020 start; the goal
before that was a 2019 start.

The ORBT line will take an
approach to transit that Omaha
hasn’t seen.

The 60-foot-long, accordion-cen-
tered buses will act something like
a streetcar or train.

Passengers will get on and off
the bus on the raised platforms
being built now. The rapid transit
buses will make more limited stops
on the route between Westroads
Mall and downtown, use technolo-
gy to hold a green light longer and
ride on a semidedicated lane east

of 30th Street.
Jason Rose, Metro transit’s out-

reach coordinator for ORBT, said
Metro is confident that it will meet
the fall 2020 start.

Rose said he knows the plat-
form construction has gotten off
to a slow start. Still, he said, “This
is the biggest transit investment
in the city in decades — it’s well
worth taking good time to do it.
But it’s also learning how to create
a new system.”

Metro and contractor the Weitz

Co. started construction in August.
But weeks before that, the Metro-
politan Utilities District cracked
into Dodge Street to update its in-
frastructure underneath a number
of stations.

Rose said Metro got a late start
in the construction season. Work-
ers found that the utilities under
the street were more complicat-
ed than expected. Through the
construction, he said, crews have
been improving their system for

Construction of station platforms is off to a slow start;
utility work closes a lane in places along Dodge Street
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A vehicle on California Street near 40th. “Just stay away,” one driver says of the slope, which involves a 34-foot drop in the span of a block.
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MIDLANDERS ATTEND MARCH FOR LIFE

Trump is first president to
speak at abortion protest

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Groups of
Nebraskans and Iowans joined
other abortion opponents from
across the country at the 47th na-
tional March For Life on Friday,
excited to see Donald Trump be-
come the first sitting president to
address the gathering in person.

“Unborn children have never
had a stronger defender in the
White House,” Trump told the
crowd. “And as the Bible tells
us, each person is wonderfully
made.”

The annual event started one
year after the Supreme Court’s
landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade de-
cision, which established a wom-

an’s legal right to abortion.
Seth Nelson, 18, was one of

the dozens of students and chap-
erones from Remsen St. Mary’s
High School in Remsen, Iowa,
who attended this year’s march.

It was his first time there, but
Nelson said he’s hopeful that the
court will soon overturn Roe.

“I want to end abortion,” he
said. “Our religion teacher al-
ways says, ‘We’re the generation
to end abortion.’ ”

Trump fired up the crowd by
talking about policy changes his
administration has made to push
back on abortion access and the
conservative judges he’s placed
on the federal bench.
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Winter driving
conditions go
downhill fast in
these steep spots

See Hills: Page 3

IMPEACHMENT TRIAL

Democrats close their case with
a final plea for Trump’s removal

the AssociAted press

WASHINGTON — Closing out
their case, House Democrats
warned Friday in Donald Trump’s
impeachment trial that the pres-
ident will persist in abusing his
power and endangering Ameri-
can democracy unless Congress
intervenes to remove him before
the 2020 election.

“He is who he is,” said Rep.
Adam Schiff, chairman of the
House Intelligence Committee.
He told the senators listening as
jurors that Trump put the U.S-
Ukraine relationship on the line
in a way that benefited Russia
just so he could take a political
“cheap shot” at Democratic foe
Joe Biden.

“You cannot leave a man like

that in office,” Schiff said. “You
know it’s not going to stop. … It’s
not going to stop unless the Con-
gress does something about it.”

The Democratic prosecutors
ended their presentation with
Schiff making one final plea to
senators to ensure that witnesses
are called to testify.

“Give America a fair trial,”
Schiff said. “She’s worth it.”

Trump is being tried in the
Senate after the House im-
peached him last month, accus-
ing him of abusing his office by
asking Ukraine for politically
motivated probes of Biden and
other matters while withholding
military aid from a U.S. ally that
was at war with bordering Rus-
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