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By Joe Dejka
Omaha World-Herald

The masks were tolera-
ble and the social distanc-
ing effective, several stu-
dents at Papillion-La Vista 
High School said Aug. 12 
as the district welcomed 
the majority back.

Five students leaving 
school said they felt safe 
returning to their building 
after a five-month absence.

“I really appreciated 
the staff and everybody 
coming back to try to make 
this work,” said sopho-
more Nathan Mundt.

The district has drawn 
criticism from its teachers 
union for returning all but 
a fraction of students to 
in-person learning. The 
reopening plan is not safe, 
they say. About 10% of the 
district’s students have 
opted for remote learning.

The Papillion La Vista 
Education Association has 
argued for a remote start 
or a 50-50 start to reduce 
the density of students in 
the buildings.

Earlier last week, Mil-
lard Public Schools Super-
intendent Jim Sutfin said
he’s considering an alter-
nating day plan to reduce 
the number of students in 
his district’s high schools. 
Current Millard plans call 
for all students, except 
those who chose a remote 
option, to return in unison 
next week.

Papillion-La Vista High 
School and Papillion-La 
Vista South High School 
will be closely watched 
in the days ahead to see 
whether the social distanc-
ing, masking and other 
protocols are enough to 
keep them open.

“Honestly, I think to-
day went really well,” 
Mundt said. “Everybody 
kept their masks on. Tran-
sitions were really smooth. 
Lunch, which could have 
been really chaotic, actu-
ally went really smoothly. 
Overall, I think the Papil-
lion school district did re-
ally well today. There’s al-
ways a chance that things 
could go wrong, but as 
of today it looks like we 
could get through this.”

Allison Barnes, another 
sophomore, said the plan 
was “pretty effective. … 
I think that the staggered 
passing periods was a 
good idea.”

That reduced con-
gestion in the hallways, 
Barnes said.

The lunch break was a 
lot different, she said.

Students had to wait in 
the gym, go in groups to 
get their food, and then re-
turn to eat it, she said.

Barnes said she felt safe 
in the school.

Sophomore Taylor 
Vranes said the day went 
well.

“It was really controlled 
with the masks and peo-
ple,” she said. “Everybody 
was wearing a mask.”
District officials had

said that maintaining so-
cial distancing in some 
classrooms would not 
be possible, so wearing 
masks was essential.

“They tried to spread 
out the desks as much as 
they could,” Vranes said. 
“They were kind of close, 
some of them were, but 
some of them were really 
far away. It just depended 

on the classroom sizes.”
So was it difficult to

wear a mask all day?
“I did pretty well. It 

was kind of hard with 
my glasses,” Vranes said. 
“They kind of fogged up. 
But we had mask breaks 
when we could take off 
our masks for a few min-
utes.”

Barnes said that when 
masked up “it definitely
gets warm, but everyone 
follows it pretty well, and 
you just know it’s kind of 
what you have to do if you 
want to be at school.”

Christian Flores, a 
sophomore, said the day 
went “a little slow. It was 
still fun to come back to 
school, see my friends. In 
my opinion, it’s definitely
better than doing online 
school.”

Students say masks tolerable, distancing 
effective so far at Papillion-La Vista High
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Taylor Vranes, left, and Allison Barnes leave Papillion-La Vista High School after dismissal 
Aug. 12. The sophomores had a favorable assessment of how things went inside the school 
on their first day back.
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Students depart from Papillion-La Vista High School on Aug 12 after all grade levels reported for in-person learning. About 
10% of the district’s students chose to enroll in the fully remote option.

By Joe Dejka
Omaha World-Herald

Members of the Papil-
lion La Vista Education 
Association demonstrat-
ed Aug. 10 along 84th 
Street outside the school 
administration building 
in Papillion on the eve of 
the first day of classes.

Union members have 
expressed opposition to 
the school board’s plan 
for reopening schools. 
Under the plan, about 
90% of students will 
return in person, with 
masks and other health 
protocols, and 10% will 
learn remotely.

Union members have 

said the density of stu-
dents in the schools will 
make it impractical to 
social distance, making 
a blended or all-remote 
plan safer.

Demonstrators car-
ried signs with messages 
including “Protect our 
community and fami-
lies,” “We don’t feel safe 
with our current plan” 
and “Protect our babies 
and elders.”

At the Aug. 10 school 
board meeting, mem-
ber Chuck Zurcher said 
kids need to get back in 
school.

“It’s a good plan,” he 
said. “It’s the right plan 
for this community.”

PLV teachers 
protest district’s 
reopening plan
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Members of the Papillion La Vista Education Association 
demonstrate Aug. 10 outside the school administration 
building in Papillion.

By Nick McConnell and 
Jessica Wade

Omaha World-Herald

A teacher at West-
mont Elementary School 
in the Springfield-Plat-
teview Community 
Schools has tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, just 
days before the start of 
the school year.

Nichole Baugh, the 
district’s spokeswom-
an, said Saturday that 
five other teachers at the
same school have been 
instructed to self-isolate 
after coming into contact 
with that teacher during 
a socially distanced 
lunch at the school.

None of the six teach-
ers will return until at 
least Aug. 26.

Families were in-
formed of the positive 
test Thursday, Baugh 
said, the same day the 
district was made aware.
The five teachers are

being asked to self-iso-
late out of an “abun-
dance of caution,” she 
said.

Extensive COVID-19 
response plans put into 
place this summer cover 
the district’s response to 
this situation and others, 
Baugh said.

Jenni Benson, pres-

ident of the Nebraska 
State Education Asso-
ciation, said the union 
appreciates the Spring-
field-Platteview school
district’s work to protect 
teachers and students 
but is concerned gener-
ally about the safety of 
Sarpy County schools. 

The county is dense-
ly populated and has no 
mask mandate, she said, 
so it will be difficult for
schools in the county to 
safely return at full ca-
pacity.

Springfield-Platte-
view schools are reopen-
ing at full capacity. 

Plastic barriers have 
been installed around 
some school desks, and 
masks will be required 
of students in most situ-
ations, including on bus-
es, while moving around 
school buildings and 
when social distancing is 
not possible.

New cases of 
COVID-19 were also re-
ported Saturday by the 
Papillion La Vista Com-
munity Schools and the 
Ralston Public Schools.
Papillion La Vista

• Parkview Heights 
Elementary families 
were informed in an 

By Emily Nitcher
Omaha World-Herald

Cheerleaders from Papillion-La 
Vista High School have been asked 
to quarantine after one cheerleader 
tested positive for COVID-19, ac-
cording to a note sent to families.

The letter sent to families by 

the Papillion La Vista Community 
Schools said cheerleaders who at-
tended an outing for pictures and 
dinner on Aug. 9 are being asked to 
quarantine through Aug. 23.

The cheerleader who tested pos-
itive was never in school, according 
to district officials. The district start-
ed school Aug. 11 for some students 

and welcomed back everyone except 
those who opted for remote learning 
on Aug. 12.

“Due to the level of exposure and 
the fact the students were not wear-
ing masks, your daughter has been 
identified in the high risk category,”
the letter said in explaining the need 
for the quarantine.

Papio-La Vista High cheerleader tests positive 
for coronavirus; others asked to quarantine

Coronavirus cases 
reported in 3 metro 
area school districts
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