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Veto pledge
throws future
of plastic bag
ban into doubt

By AAron SAnderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

It’s hard to make a focused Oma-
ha City Council crowd say, “Aw!”

But science teacher Shelley
Brown did so Tuesday when she
walked five fifth- and sixth-grad-
ers in their St. James/Seton Cath-
olic School uniforms to the council
lectern to testify in support of a
city ban on plastic bags.

Students in skirts and polo shirts
stepped one by one to the micro-
phone, each offering a separate
part of a presentation on some of
the dangers to human and animal
health of plastic pollution, includ-
ing plastic bags.

Their testimony brought smiles
to ban supporters and opponents
alike during a public hearing that
lasted more than two hours.

The ban passed 4-3, but its fu-
ture remains in doubt after Mayor
Jean Stothert pledged to veto it.
The council would need a fifth vote
to override the mayor’s veto.

Sponsors Ben Gray and Pete
Festersen supported the ban; so
did council members Vinny Pal-
ermo and Chris Jerram. Voting
against were Rich Pahls, Aimee

Council OKs ban after kids
voice support; if Stothert
vetoes it, Festersen says
he’ll pursue an override

D-DAY’S 75TH ANNIVERSARY

Plane that led invasion will take the
lead again before ‘last big gathering’

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) —
Filled with paratroopers, a U.S.
warplane lumbered down an En-
glish runway in 1944 to spearhead
the World War II D-Day invasion
with a message for Adolf Hitler
painted in bright yellow across its
nose: “That’s All, Brother.”

Seventy-five years later, in a
confluence of history and luck,
that plane is again bound for the
French coast for what will proba-
bly be the last great commemora-
tion of the Allied battle to include
D-Day veterans, most of whom are
now in their 90s.

Rescued from an aviation bone-
yard in Wisconsin after Air Force

C-47 saved from boneyard
is flying its WWII route
to Europe for June events
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Legislature OKs
two-year budget
that includes
annual increase
in property tax
credits. Midlands

MORE FLOODING COVERAGE
Find the latest updates, photos,
videos and more at Omaha.com.

CORPS AWARDS CONTRACT
Work will fix breach in Missouri River
levee near Bartlett, Iowa. Page 3A

House panel
OKs $241 million
for gear wrecked
in Offutt flooding

By JoSeph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Federal mon-
ey to help restore flood-soaked Of-
futt Air Force Base is moving bit
by bit through Congress.

The House Appropriations Com-
mittee on Tuesday approved the
latest batch of funding, which is
intended to replace crew training
simulators and other electronic
equipment destroyed in the flood.

Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, R-Neb.,
offered the amendment to trans-
fer $241 million to a special pro-
curement account to address the
situation.

Arguing for the amendment to
his fellow committee members,
Fortenberry noted that the equip-
ment supports the Offutt-based
55th Wing’s fleet of RC-135 recon-
naissance jets.

“It does electronic surveillance
around the world,” Fortenberry

See Offutt: Page 3

T H E A S S O C I A T E d P R E S S

The restored C-47 in Birmingham, Alabama. At top, pilot Tom Travis in the cockpit of the
plane, which carried a message for Adolf Hitler. Travis will fly the plane along the same
route U.S. aircraft traveled during the war. “It’s going to be historic, emotional,” he said. See D-Day: Page 2

nU law school is near top of the class in job placement

By rick ruggleS

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The University of Nebraska
College of Law excelled at placing
its Class of 2018 into jobs, while
the Creighton School of Law sat in
the middle of the law school pack.

There are various ways to ana-

lyze job placement for law gradu-
ates, but in two key areas, the NU
College of Law ranked sixth out of
201 law schools across the coun-
try and 26th in the other.

Creighton ranked 91st and 99th.
Creighton will have a new law
dean July 1, and he hopes to im-
prove the school’s job-placement

record.
“Employment and being ready

for employment is the top prior-
ity,” said the incoming law dean
at Creighton, Joshua Fershee. He
currently is a professor and di-
rector of several programs at the
West Virginia University College
of Law.

The data for the rankings came
from the American Bar Associa-
tion and was organized by online
publisher Law.com. The tracking

method used gives graduates up
to 10 months after leaving cam-
pus to find work.

One measure looks at the place-
ment of graduates into full-time,
long-term law jobs requiring bar
passage. The other includes that
group but adds jobs where law
school simply gave the graduate
an advantage over other appli-
cants.

It ranks sixth out of 201 law schools in one job measure;
Creighton hopes to improve, new law dean says

See Law: Page 2

See Ban: Page 2

TODAY IS OMAHA GIVES DAY!

Please go to the Siena/Francis House’s website:
www.sienafrancis.org and

CLICK ON The Omaha Gives! Icon
to make your donation.

Your Omaha Gives gift will not only make a real and
meaningful difference to the homeless, it will also bematched

- DOLLAR FORDOLLAR - up to $175,000...essentially
doubling your donation to the Siena/Francis House today!
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