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New school
guidance is
glimmer of
hope for fall

By Joe DeJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

New guidance issued for Ne-
braska schools will allow groups of
up to 20 people to gather for sum-
mer school, camps and programs,
raising hopes that if all goes well
kids might also return to class in
the fall.

The guidance from the Ne-
braska Department of Education
comes with a slew of recommend-
ed health practices, however, in-
cluding that adults and older stu-
dents wear masks.

The department developed the
guidance in consultation with
health experts, a spokesman said.

It takes effect June 8.
The guidance is not mandatory

for the state’s schools but is just
a recommendation at this point,
according to David Jespersen, de-
partment spokesman.

The guidance could extend into
the fall, depending on what hap-
pens between now and then re-
garding the disease.

Twenty is the “base number”
that officials are eyeing for the
fall, but limits could vary across
the state depending on local con-
ditions.

“There might be some places
that the 20 number makes sense,
there might be other places that,

Up to 20 people can gather
for summer school and
camps beginning June 8,
education department says

Recidivism program changes lives

By alia Conley

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Karissa Wilson was stuck in an
endless cycle.

Her drug and alcohol use caused
her to lash out at family, friends
and others. When police arrived,
she made things worse by fighting
with them. She went to jail for a
few months, but once released, the
pattern started again.

“I was tired of the same thing,”
said Wilson, 32, who has been in
and out of jail since she was 15.
“Honestly, I thought I was going to
die if I continued doing what I was
doing. My behavior scared me.”

In 2018, Wilson spent 74 days in
jail and last year she was there for
138 days. Committed to change,
she agreed to be part of a volun-
tary Douglas County program
aimed at reducing recidivism for

those who suffer from a mental
illness and who are constantly re-
turning to jail.

On Wednesday, Wilson celebrat-
ed six months since her last day
at the Douglas County Jail. She’s
also sober, has held a job, regu-
larly takes her medication for her
mental illness and is engaged to be
married.

Her case manager, Syneathea
Slater, flashed a huge smile and
started crying during a Zoom
press conference highlighting Wil-
son’s achievement and results of

Eligible participants are mentally ill, have been in prison
four times in the last year and will live in Douglas County

TESTNEBRASKA UNDERPERFORMS
The initiative remains below its goal
of testing 3,000 people a day. Page 2A

DOUGLAS COUNTY TAKES A HIT
Another 264 cases have been reported,
the highest daily increase yet. Page 7A

Regulars are back on their bar stools
in Council Bluffs and ‘it feels normal’

By JessiCa WaDe

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

As Rees Tsetsakis sat in The
Salty Dog Bar and Grill in Council
Bluffs on Thursday with a pint of
beer in front of him, he said he felt
normal. And normalcy was signifi-
cant to the truck driver from Ten-
nessee who had waited two months
to sit down at a bar and have a cold
beer.

“It feels normal, and that feels
good,” he said.

Bar owners and patrons in Coun-
cil Bluffs raised a glass to bars re-
opening Thursday, and perhaps of-
fered a glimpse at what’s to come
in Omaha.

Iowa bars, closed since March
17 because of COVID-19, can now
open at 50% capacity for indoor
or outdoor seating. In much of Ne-
braska, including the Omaha area,
bars and lounges can reopen Mon-
day under the same rules that now
apply to restaurants — including

Customers return as bars
in Iowa reopen at 50%
capacity; Omaha pubs will
follow, reopening Monday
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Kelsie Nelson makes drinks at the BLK Squirrel in Council Bluffs on Thursday. “We’re really excited to be back, we’ve missed our customers quite a bit,
and we haven’t had that face-to-face interaction, so being able to do that is nice,” she said.
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Trump signs
order targeting
social media
companies

The los angeles Times

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump signed an exec-
utive order Thursday targeting
social media companies such as
Twitter, accusing them of having
“unchecked power” and escalating
his feud with the same technology
platforms he’s using as a political
bullhorn in an election year.

“We’re fed up with it,” he said in
the Oval Office.

The president has little power
to modify federal rules without an
act of Congress, but his actions —
if upheld by the courts — could in-
crease political and financial pres-
sure on social media companies by
opening the door to lawsuits and
regulatory reviews.

Legal experts said they don’t
expect the order to pass judicial
muster. Critics accused Trump of
misusing his authority to try to
intimidate Twitter, Facebook and
other Silicon Valley companies.

Trump waved off questions
about whether he was overstep-
ping his authority with the order,
saying, “I guess it’s going to be

A reversal of fortune
Wrestler from Millard South

recovers from potentially
serious injury to power

conference recruit. Sports

Weather
High: 75

Sunny
Low: 55

Details: 6A

Index
Classifieds.....6&7B
Comics...............10B
Obituaries .....3&4B

Opinion................5B
Puzzles ................9B
TV listings............7B

26 PAGES * $2.00

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
A White House goal to test everyone
in nursing homes within two weeks
is unmet. Page 6A

The economy shrank at a 5% annual
rate the last quarter. Page 8A
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CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 13,261 164

Iowa 18,584 509

U.S. 1,720,613 101,573
*As of 10 p.m. Thursday
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A customer has a drink at 1892 Beer House in Council Bluffs. The bar had been open for
only about two hours, and bartender Drue Cull expected business to pick up.

See Bars: Page 2


