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By Ashley Quintela
Staff Writer

Papillion La Vista Community Schools will welcome 
back students Aug. 11 for the start of a new school year.

Amid the coronavirus, PLCS has implemented new 
guidelines in order to keep students and staff safe.

The district’s Return to School Plan, which is avail-
able at plschools.org, outlines safety measures that will 
be taken this fall in order to ensure safe in-personal 
learning.

The plan states the following guidelines: all students 
and staff are required to wear masks; social distancing 
will be implemented when feasible; personal protective 
equipment will be implemented; desks will be cleaned 
between students use; high-touch areas will be sanitized 

frequently throughout the day; extensive cleaning and 
disinfecting will occur every night; there will be limited 
supplies that are shared; and there will be limited visi-
tors during the school day.

In addition to those, the plan also states: schools will 
not allow outside speakers or volunteers in classrooms; 
students will need to use hand sanitizer before entering 
and exiting classrooms and the lunchroom; hand wash-
ing times will be built into the daily schedule; parents 
are to remain in their vehicles during pickup and drop 
off; no outside deliveries including food allowed; only 
virtual assemblies will be permitted; all transportation 
vehicles will be sanitized between use; large gathering 
such as parent nights will be held remotely; and drink-
ing fountains will remained closed.

The district also asks families to help keep children 

safe by completing a daily screening at home on the 
PLCS app, keeping child(ren) home when sick, practic-
ing good hygiene and social distancing.

When arriving at school, students will report directly 
to classrooms. Elementary students will have lunch de-
livered to classrooms to avoid large group gathers and 
specials such as P.E. and music will take place in class-
rooms, or outside if weather permits.

Teachers will focus on reading, math and social emo-
tional learning.

The middle school and high school plans state stu-
dents are to report directly to assigned team areas at the 
start of the day. No lockers will be used and backpacks 
can be carried at all times.

PLCS announces back to school plan

By Austin Plourde
Staff Writer

Springfield Platteview Community Schools released
their back-to-school plans last week.

SPCS Superintendent Brett Richards said in the back-
to-school announcement the district’s top priority will 
be trying to do what is best for students to optimally 
learn while trying to lower the risks of infections.

“The resumption of in-person classes, sports, and ac-
tivities, (when feasible) is crucial to the growth, devel-
opment and mental and emotional wellness of our stu-
dents,” Richards said.

If parents choose to keep their students at home, there 
will be an eLearning plan available to them.

This online plan will feature daily expectations and 
work for students, which will include participation ac-
tivities and grading.

“Kids need access to a high-quality education, even 
during a pandemic, for their future growth and social 
emotional needs,” Richards said.

Some of the highlights of the plan include:
Face masks or face coverings will not be required in 

the classrooms at the start of the school year but are be 
recommended by SPCS.

SPCS will require masks on buses, during any pass-
ing periods or transitioning of students from classrooms 
to other areas of the school, as well as entering and exit-
ing the schools.

The district will try to limit the amount of passing 
periods or transitions as much as possible during the 
school day by changing the scheduling around at the 
secondary level.

Instead of eight periods a day, there will be block 
scheduling of four periods a day.
At Westmont and Springfield Elementary Schools,

when feasible, specials teachers such as physical educa-
tion and music will be brought into the students’ regular 
classroom instead of having students travel to different 
classrooms.

The plan is open to adjustment as the district will 
monitor daily cases of the virus in the community.

If there is a larger spread going on in the community, 
the district might require students to wear mask in the 
classrooms.

The district will operate on a three-level plan depend-
ing on the status of COVID-19 throughout the school 
year. These align with the codes of the Sarpy/Cass 
Health Department.

Each category has a plan in place for SPCS Students.
Green and Yellow levels means the district would be 

at 100% of students being able to attend in-person class-
es. Orange level means only 50% of students would be 
able to attend daily in person classes in an every-oth-
er-day procedure. Red level means the district would be 
back to 100% of students in remote learning.

• Green level equates to a low cases of the virus in 
our district area.

• Yellow level means there are moderate cases of the 
virus in the area.

• Orange level means there are high cases of the vi-
rus in the area.

• Red means there are a severe number of cases in 
the area.

SPCS anticipates needing at least a week’s notice be-
fore needing to change to a different color’s plan.

The district might need to close down a school build-
ing for a few days or more because of student or staff 
infections and engage in remote learning while deep 
cleaning occurs.

The Sarpy/Cass County Health Department will 
make building closure decisions.

In the announcement, SPCS said it is important for 
parents to notify the school or county health department 
if a family member in the household is infected.

SPCS will have cafeteria table clear dividers, stu-
dent desk shields, enhanced cleaning and disinfecting 
throughout the day and at night, social distancing (as 
much as possible), and built in time for hygiene practices 
to reduce the chances of transmission of the virus.

The complete back to school plan can be found online 
at springfieldplatteview.org/Coronavirus-Updates.

Springfield Platteview 
Community Schools 
announces fall plans

By Austin Plourde
Staff Writer

Butterfly benches have been spread throughout Pa-
pillion as part of the “Wings Over Papillion” butterfly
bench public art project.
Out of the 34 butterfly benches, one at Halleck Park

overlooks the water and serves as a memorial to an art-
ist, mother, wife and friend in Meredith Schleicher.

Schleicher, 40, died Aug. 15, 2019. She was a lifelong 
Papillion resident who embraced her city and every-
thing it stood for.

Schleicher graduated from Papillion-La Vista High 
School in 1997 and after two years at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, returned to get her degree in graph-
ic arts from Metropolitan Community College.

She was a third-generation welder, like her father 
and paternal grandfather, and soon found her niche 
creating art pieces from metal.

The group behind fundraising for the bench marked 
28 on the bench map was Schleicher’s 1997 graduating 
class.

One of Schleicher’s PLV classmates, Brian Boone, 
said art runs in her family and was the one who was 
always kind of the life of the party with a sarcastic hu-
mor to boot.

“She (Meredith) was well liked by a lot of people,” 
Boone said.

“I think that kind of showed when it came to ask-
ing for donations for the bench that I had all different 
kinds of people, especially from high school and family 
members that were reaching out to send in donations 
and offer support or help,” Boone said.

He said the PLV Class of 1997 has a Facebook page 
where announcements of people passing, either former 
teachers or classmates, are becoming more frequent as 
time moves forward.

“I put the GoFundMe on there and it took off really 
quickly — a lot of people donated and it was a great 
project,” Boone said.

The bench project was formulated in part by Schle-
icher’s father, Albert Rhea, a well-known welder and 
artist in the Papillion area.

“She was going to help him with it but unfortunate-
ly she passed before she can really have a part of it,” 
Boone said.

Rhea said his wife, Debbie, visits Schleicher’s bench 
a couple of times a week to eat lunch.

Rhea and Schleicher’s daughter Rhealynn were the 
artists behind the butterfly bench in front of SumpMe-
morial Library.

“I taught her how to spray paint, some of the high-
lights on that butterfly out there, the orange parts, we
taped them off and she sprayed them and then she 
painted on white decorations around that butterfly,”
Rhea said.

Boone and the rest the Class of 1997 thought a but-
terfly bench would be a good representation of Schle-
icher, a butterfly enthusiast.
Schleicher had butterflies released at her wedding.
Boone would meet the eventual artist of Schleicher’s 

bench, Lilly Roberts, in December 2019.

Butterfly bench memorializes artist
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Butterfly benches are part of the city’s 150th birthday 
celebration.

Wings over Papillion
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This Bench located at Halleck Park, is dedicated to Meredith Schleicher, a lifelong Papillion resident.


