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The testing of dead birds for 
West Nile Virus began June 1, 
and officials with the Sarpy/Cass 
Health Department are urging 
residents in the two-county area 
to report any such findings.

Jenny Steventon, assistant 
health director and environmental 
health specialist, said the depart-
ment is collecting only corvids 
such as blue jays, crows and 
magpies this year.

She said persons should contact 
the department if they find a bird 
that has been dead less than 24 
hours, shows no visible sign of 
injury and has not yet begun to 
decompose.

The department may be con-
tacted at 402-339-4334.

A news release from the de-
partment said Nebraska contains 
at least 50 species of mosquitoes, 
although only a small number are 
known to transmit disease.

Steventon offered tips for pro-
tecting from mosquito bites:

• Wear appropriate attire such 
as shoes, socks, long-sleeved 
shirts and pants while outdoors 
during dusk and dawn when mos-
quitoes are most active.

• Wear an EPA-approved insect 
repellent, and remove standing 
water where mosquitoes breed. 
Mosquitoes can lay eggs in water 
that has been left stagnant for as 
little as four days.

• Frequently change water in 
birdbaths and empty cans, plant-
ers, clogged gutters, and other 
containers that can hold water.

The department is offering free 
insect repellent wipes to resi-
dents of Sarpy and Cass counties. 
Limited quantities are available at 
the health department’s Papillion 
office at 701 Olson Drive, Suite 
101.

Mosquitoes cause diseases in 
millions of people around the 
world each year. The Sarpy/Cass 
Health Department’s mosquito 
surveillance program involves 
larval monitoring, adult mosquito 
trapping and dead bird collection.

According to the Nebraska 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, there were 242 human 
cases of West Nile Virus and 46 
blood donor cases in Nebraska in 
2018. One bird and two horses also 
tested positive for the virus.

For more information about 
West Nile Virus, visit sarpycass-
healthdepartment.org.

Watchfulness 
urged in 
battle against 
West Nile

By Charles J. Haymond
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — The 55th 
Wing Chaplain core hosted a shaved ice event 
June 20 to treat Team Offutt members who 
were displaced by the historic flood.

Although approximately 3,200 personnel 
were displaced from 44 work centers, Team 
Offutt members have continued accomplishing 
their mission without discrepancy.

The idea came while the 55th Wing Chaplain 
core was having a meeting to discuss ways 
they could help morale around the base.

“I think because the flood relief has fallen 
off the radar, people don’t realize that our 
people are dislocated and are working in more 
difficult environments to get the same mission 
done,” said U.S. Air Force Maj. Kevin Hum-
phrey, 55th Wing head chaplain.

“The Offutt Chapel is striving to find mean-
ingful ways to say ‘thank you’ so our Airman 
know they are truly appreciated for the work 
they do and for going above and beyond every 
single day.”

During the meeting Humphrey told a story 
of earlier in his career he when was stationed 
at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, North 
Carolina, and the base took part in a shaved ice 
event. He said the event was highly successful 
and suggested hosting one here.

U.S. Air Force Capt. Robert Rose, 55th Wing 
chaplain, took the idea from Humphrey and 
started planning. Rose soon reached out to a 
local shaved ice and ice cream truck company.

“They also have a desire to support Offutt 
and were generous with their pricing.” Rose 
said.

“We were pleased with their quality and 
wanted something more than a tabletop snow 

cone machine.”
The First Sergeants Association helped Rose 

and the other chaplains identify locations that 
would serve their units and advertise to the 
members. 

Chaplain Jasmine Tesdahl did a lot of the ini-
tial research for the event including security 
and public health coordination.

Team Offutt members from across the base 
received shaved ice and met with the chaplain 
corps at various stops the truck made during 
its visit to the base.

“I think it’s a great morale booster for a 
lot of people,” said U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. 
William Vessels, 55th Aircraft Maintenance 

Squadron communication navigator mission 
systems.

“Just kind of cut the monotony of the day 
and take your mind off of the work momentar-
ily.”

The base chaplains said that all the work 
of planning and executing the event was well 
worth it when they were able to see how happy 
it made those who participated.

“It’s always great when an event you see 
from its inception comes together,” Rose said. 
“Of course there’s last minute things that come 
up, but to see the smiles and hear people laugh 
as they wait in line has been a blessing and 
encouragement to me.”

Shaved ice on a hot summer day

Joel Monteleagre, server with Kona 
Ice, gives a tropical flavored shaved 
ice cup to Hosea Sanchez, the son 
of U.S. Air Force Kevin Sanchez, 
343rd Reconnaissance Squadron dot 
flight chief, during shaved ice event 
June 20 at the Warhawk Community 
Center on Offutt Air Force Base. The 
55th Wing Chaplain core picked Kona 
Ice to participate in this event.
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Team Offutt members line up June 20 outside the Kona Ice truck during the shaved ice event at the 
Warhawk Community Center on Offutt Air Force Base. It was a special way to give back to the Team 
Offutt members who were displaced by this year’s historic flood.

By L. Cunningham
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — 
The Tactical Air Navigation System 
is the first navigational aid to be back 
in service June 25 at Offutt Air Force 
Base.

The TACAN system was only two 
years old when the transponder cabinet 
in which it is housed was damaged by 
flood waters March 2019. While the 
outer shell remained intact, the inside 
components were heavily impaired. 
The TACAN rack which was still under 
contract, is being provided at no cost to 
Offutt saving approximately $375,000.

“This system is vital to our readi-
ness in the 55th Wing,” said Col. Gavin 
Marks, 55th Wing commander. “So 
many mission sets and tenant units 
here rely on this technology to safely 
navigate in and around Offutt and we 
are glad to have it operational again in 
order to maximize our capabilities.”

Repairs were unable to be performed 
as the TACAN’s newest technology 
was not only new to Offutt, but also to 
the Air Force. So parts and supplies 
required for any repairs were not yet 
available.

The TACAN had to be built, then test-
ed for Offutt’s frequency undergoing a 
three week testing phase before being 
shipped to Offutt.

It was originally designed by the U.S. 
Navy to be used on aircraft carriers, 
constantly radiating a signal, allowing 
the aircraft to follow it in and be able to 
land. With built-in countermeasures due 
to the susceptibility to jamming during 
the Cold War and Vietnam era.

The beacon radiates 200 nautical 
miles, 360 degrees so that when an 
aircraft gets above visual flight range, 
it has to use all instrument systems to 
navigate.

It operates on 120 volts AC, just like 
plugging into a wall and can transmit 
up to 10,000 watts so that it is able to 
radiate out to the aircraft.

“So it’s a little beacon, kind of like 
lighthouses,” said Master Sgt. Tra-
vis Meyer, 55th Operational Support 
Squadron Radar Airfield Weather 
Systems section chief, “They call it the 
lighthouse in the sky.”

Repairs were completed by an 
eight-member Radar Airfield Weather 
Systems, 55th OSS and a member from 
the Thales Company from Kansas City.

The team removed the damaged 
components, and the Thales Company 
contractor installed the new system the 
first day. The second day, they aligned 
the system and performed peak tuning 
in order to optimize the electronics.

The last day, the Federal Aviation 
Administration used an aircraft to 
certify Offutt’s newly installed system 
from the air. Validating and aligning 
Offutt’s system with the magnetic com-
pass, assuring that when the air traffic 
control tower tells a pilot to vector on 
this radial, they will be on that correct 
magnetic radial and be able to use the 
signal being emitted safely.

“Completing this project took a great 
deal of work from numerous agencies 
around the installation as well as the 
FAA and Air Force Flight Standards 
Agency,” said Marks.

“I would like to thank each of them 
for their effort. This tremendous co-
ordination and flexibility on their part 
to complete and the results will aid all 
flying missions at Offutt Air Force Base 
for years to come and is something that 
each of them can be proud they were a 
part of.”

Just as the lighthouses of the past 
warned the ships along the coastline, 
TACAN is a lighthouse in the sky, guid-
ing all pilots home safely.

Team Offutt restores lighthouse in the sky

RIGHT: The Tactical Air Navigational 
System repair team pose for group 
photo in front of TACAN antenna 
June 22 at Offutt Air Force Base. 
They removed damaged components, 
replacing them and aligning the 
system and performing peak 
tuning to optimize electronics in 
preparation for the Federal Aviation 
Administration to certify newly 
installed system.
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Tech. Sgt. Torrey Wilcox, right, 55th 
Operations Support Squadron Radar 
Airfield Weather Systems NCO in 
charge, and 1st Lt. Cody Park, center, 
55th OSS, Airfield Operations Flight 
director of operations, dismantle and 
repackage damaged components 
from a Tactical Air Navigation System 
rack damaged by flood waters in 
March on June 22 at Offutt Air Force 
Base. The damaged components 
will be shipped back to the Thales 
Company to be refurbished.


