
Offutt halts travel for military and civilian personnel. Midlands

Archdiocese of Omaha cancels Masses, other celebrations. Midlands

UNL will refund room, board for students who move out. Page 2B

Husker spring game ‘probably will not occur at all,’ Moos says. Sports

STEPS TO STEM VIRUS

Governor announces event
size limit, changes in jobless
benefits and urges eateries
to stay open for takeout

Strange new normal is likely to last for months

The WashingTon PosT

How long are we going to
have to keep this up? The closed
schools, work from home, 6 feet
of personal space and empty
streets?

It’s the question now preoc-
cupying America as millions of
parents silently scream it into the
void. But it is an especially hard

one for science to answer.
The best and most honest re-

ply, according to epidemiologists
and virologists, is simply: “It de-
pends.” They say it’s not going to
be over anytime soon — a matter
of months rather than weeks. And
these are the key factors that will
determine just how many months:

» It depends on when U.S. cas-
es finally reach their peak.

In recent days, the rapidly in-
creasing number of confirmed
U.S. cases has begun to resem-
ble the beginning exponential

curves of other countries such as
Italy. While the virus continues to
spread in Italy, the new daily cas-
es of COVID-19 in other countries
like China and South Korea are
finally tapering off — a sign that
they have passed the peak of their
immediate crises.

“It depends if a week from now,
we look like Italy or South Korea,”
said Caitlin Rivers, an epidemiol-
ogist at Johns Hopkins Center for
Health Security.

How many months? It depends on whether, in a week,
‘we look like Italy or South Korea,’ epidemiologist says

OPS, OTHER AREA SCHOOLS
CLOSE INDEFINITELY

By Joe DeJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Omaha Public Schools and the
Millard, Papillion-La Vista and Belle-
vue school districts on Monday closed
indefinitely in response to the spread
of the novel coronavirus.

Westside officials said district
schools will remain closed through
April 12.

The announcements from the dis-
tricts came after Nebraska Educa-
tion Commissioner Matt Blomstedt

recommended that Nebraska schools
lay plans for alternative operation —
without students — by the end of the
week.

OPS Superintendent Cheryl Logan
said she would evaluate conditions ev-
ery two weeks, as recommended.

Millard Superintendent Jim Sutfin
said in an email to parents that the
district will begin remote learning
March 24 and that officials expect this
to be a six- to eight-week closure of
the district’s buildings. “We will re-
open as soon as we are confident we

can safely do so,” he wrote.
Blomstedt on Monday that said he

is not issuing a mandate to schools.
However, he said he expects that by
Monday, Nebraska schools will not
have any students in class.

Blomstedt recommended that
school districts work regionally, by
educational service unit, to develop
an orderly plan to transition to an al-
ternative learning environment by
Friday, unless told to do so sooner.

All move to remote learning; Omaha district provides
lessons to keep kids engaged, but they won’t be graded
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Kristen Lightfoot leaves Gilder Elementary School on Monday morning after meeting with Principal Cassie Schmidt, who is in the doorway. Lightfoot,
a first grade teacher at Gilder, picked up packets of printed lessons for her own two children, Jack, a fourth grader, and Allie, a first grader.
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Irish greetings
For nearly 50 years, Jane Meehan

has sent out St. Patrick’s Day letters
to friends and family. Midlands

Weather

High: 48
Mostly cloudy

Low: 42
Details: 4A

Index
Classifieds....................6C
Comics..........................8B
Obituaries.....................4B

Opinion.........................3B
Puzzles .........................7B
TV listings.....................5C

20 PAGES * $2.00

Crowd limit will muffle revelry on bars’ big day
By Reece RisTau

anD henRy J. coRDes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

On a normal St. Patrick’s Day at
Omaha’s Irish pubs, the bands are
playing, the Guinness is flowing
and there’s a line out the door of
folks clad in green.

But on Monday, Nebraska Gov.
Pete Ricketts splashed cold wa-
ter on such traditional revelry by
calling for public gatherings to be
limited to 10 or fewer people to
slow the spread of the novel coro-
navirus.

The governor’s announcement,

which matched a federal recom-
mendation, capped off another
whirlwind day in Nebraska in
which bars and restaurants began
closing or limiting their service,
the Omaha Archdiocese canceled
Masses and metro area school
districts announced indefinite clo-
sures.

Nebraska’s number of peo-
ple who have tested positive for
COVID-19, the disease caused by
the coronavirus, rose to 20. The
number of community spread cas-
es remained at one.

Those in the bar and restaurant
industry, like Frank Vance, owner

of the Dubliner Pub at 12th and
Harney Streets, may be among the
first to feel the squeeze of restrict-
ed crowd sizes. Vance said St. Pat-
rick’s Day is “by far” the biggest
day of the year for his bar.

But it will be quiet there Tues-
day, as the Dubliner won’t open at
all for the festive day.

“Right now, what we’re doing
is postponing St. Patrick’s Day,”
Vance said. “It makes no sense to
open at this point.”

The crowd-size cap in Omaha
changed quickly Monday — Rick-
etts spoke hours after a press con-
ference in which Omaha Mayor
Jean Stothert announced a limit of
50 people at restaurants and bars.

Later in the day, Stothert clari-

Dubliner, for one, ‘is postponing St. Patrick’s Day’; cap of
10 people also applies to restaurants, day cares and gyms
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Barrett’s Barleycorn, on Leavenworth, normally has a big St. Patrick’s Day
celebration, will be closed today. It hopes to reopen soon for takeout.

See How long: Page 5

MORE INSIDE
The White House urges Americans
to avoid gatherings of more than 10
people. Page 4A
In economic news, stocks tumbled
12%, and distilleries are putting
their spirits to work making hand
sanitizer. Page 6A

See Gatherings: Page 2

By Paul hammel
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LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts
on Monday announced new, tighter
restrictions on public gatherings
and asked schools to be ready to
empty their classrooms by Friday
in response to the widening coro-
navirus outbreak.

No more than 10 people should
gather at once at restaurants, tav-
erns, church services and day care
centers, he said, in response to the
latest federal guidance to prevent
the spread of the virus. Even wed-
dings and funerals should be re-
stricted to only 10 people, Ricketts
said.

“Everyone’s just going to have
to adapt,” he said. “These are try-
ing times.”

Ricketts also announced emer-
gency steps Monday to help people
who are laid off or have to stay
home to protect their own health,
care for children or family mem-
bers or because of exposure to the
virus.

The governor suggested that
weddings get “creative” by hold-
ing a small ceremony, then holding
a string of “progressive” reception
parties at several houses. Some
wedding guests could also watch
from overflow rooms or via some
type of livestreaming.

“I know we’re breaking the
hearts of brides,” Ricketts said.
“I’m encouraging them to be flex-
ible.”

He encouraged restaurants to
stay open so they can provide take-
out meals, and emphasized that he
wanted grocery stores and busi-
nesses to remain operating but to
take steps to provide distance be-
tween shoppers and employees.

Ricketts says
‘everyone’s
just going to
have to adapt’

See Ricketts: Page 2

See Schools: Page 2


