
At Porky Butts BBQ in northwest Omaha,
smoked meat is the star. Living

Feds side with
congregation
in Walthill
land-use fight

By Christopher BurBaCh
and nanCy Gaarder

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

A small Christian church in a
fight with the Village Board of tiny
Walthill, Nebraska, has picked up a
powerful ally — the United States
of America.

Light of the World Gospel Min-
istries wants to build a church in
the Main Street business district
of Walthill, a village of just under
800 people that’s within the Oma-
ha Indian Reservation in northeast
Nebraska.

The congregation has been
locked in a battle with the board
and the village’s planning commis-
sion for more than five years. The
congregation filed a federal law-
suit alleging that the village was
violating the U.S. Constitution and
a federal law called the Religious
Land Use and Institutionalized
Persons Act.

Congress passed the law 20
years ago to keep local govern-
ments from using zoning ordi-
nances to discriminate against re-
ligious organizations.

The federal government jumped
into the small-town Nebraska fray
Thursday. The U.S. Department of

Justice Department sues
tiny Nebraska village over
effort to block construction
of church on Main Street

Bills stall as gun rights crowd fills Capitol

By paul hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The hot-button
debate of gun control versus gun
rights brought a huge crowd — in-
cluding at least two people openly
carrying semi-automatic rifles —
to the State Capitol on Friday.

An estimated 400 gun rights
advocates, many wearing gray

T-shirts proclaiming “We the
People Shall Not be Infringed,”
crowded the hallways and two
legislative hearing rooms. They
vastly outnumbered the fewer
than a dozen gun control advo-
cates, many of whom wore red
T-shirts reading “Guns Kill Kids,
Gun Control Now.”

The subjects of public hearings
Friday were bills that sought to

protect victims of sexual vio-
lence and harassment from gun
violence, and another to prevent
suicides using firearms.

But opponents were also there
to protest another measure pro-
posed this session — a “red flag”
law that would allow judges to or-
der, after a hearing, that guns be
taken from people deemed unsta-
ble or dangerous.

What was clear after Friday’s
public hearings is that nothing
will be done this year on gun con-

Hearings on gun control draw about 400 opponents of
the two measures as well as a proposed ‘red flag’ law
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U.S.-Taliban truce takes effect, paving way for peace deal

ISLAMABAD (AP) — A tem-
porary truce between the United
States and the Taliban took effect
on Friday, setting the stage for the
two sides to sign a peace deal next
week aimed at ending 18 years of
war in Afghanistan and bringing
U.S. troops home.

If successfully implemented,
the weeklong “reduction in vio-
lence” agreement, which came

into force at midnight Friday lo-
cal time, will be followed by the
signing of the peace accord Feb.
29, wrapping up America’s lon-
gest-running conflict and fulfilling
one of President Donald Trump’s
main campaign promises.

Friday’s announcement of an
agreement on terms for a peace
deal follows months of negotia-
tions between the two sides that

have broken down before. Yet
both parties have signaled a de-
sire to halt the fighting that began
with the U.S. invasion after the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks by Osama
bin Laden’s Afghanistan-based
al-Qaida network.

Should the truce stand, the
U.S.-Taliban deal would be fol-
lowed within 10 days by the start
of all-Afghan peace talks that
could result in the formation of
a new government in Kabul, a
pledge from the Taliban not to al-
low terrorist groups to operate in

the country, and the phased with-
drawal of U.S. and other foreign
troops over 18 months.

The plan is a gamble for Trump,
who retweeted several news ac-
counts of the agreement. If it’s
successful, he will be able to
claim to have taken a first step to-
ward meeting his 2016 campaign
pledge to bring American troops
home. But if it fails, Trump could
be painted by his Democratic ad-
versaries in an election year as
willing to sacrifice the security of

Signing of peace accord by two sides Feb. 29 would
follow weeklong ‘reduction in violence’ agreement

See Truce: Page 2

By martha stoddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Two state senators
made State Treasurer John Muran-
te the poster boy for a pair of bills
given a public hearing Friday.

Murante did not show up to
testify on either measure before
the Government, Military and
Veterans Affairs Committee. But
reached later, he said he would “be
happy to comply with whatever

rules the Legislature imposes on
constitutional officers.”

Sens. Megan Hunt of Omaha and
Matt Hansen of Lincoln cited a De-
cember World-Herald story about
the treasurer’s actions during his
first year in office as the inspira-
tion for their legislation.

The story revealed that Murante
had spent almost $600,000 on pub-
lic service ads that prominently
featured him and his family. To

Lawmakers target state treasurer’s
TV ads, no-bid contracts at hearing
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