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ANOTHER HIT TO FARMERS

China holds
offon more
U.S. soybean
purchases

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — News that
China is holding off on making
new purchases of U.S. soybeans is
just the latest bad news for Mid-
western grain farmers.

In addition to the ongoing trade
dispute, China is dealing with a
deadly swine fever outbreak that’s
wiping out its hogs and further
depressing the need for soybeans
used in livestock feed.

Wet weather in the Midwest,
meanwhile, is prompting more
farmers to plant soybeans instead
of corn, which could ultimately
translate into bigger soybean sur-
pluses and even lower prices.

“You kind of have a perfect
storm when it comes to soybean
producers,” said Jordan Dux, Ne-
braska Farm Bureau’s director of
national affairs.

Bloomberg News reported
Thursday that China has put a hold
on new soybean purchases, al-
though it’s not canceling previous
purchases.

That story didn’t exactly shock
American farmers.

After all, U.S. soybean ship-
ments to China typically taper off
this time of year anyway.

And the amount of soybeans
China has been buying was al-

Shipments of the crop are
already very low, ‘but that
doesn’t help’ producers
hurt by trade disputes

Interim president will be the first woman to lead NU
By rick ruggles

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Susan Fritz grew
up on a farm from which she
could see the Lincoln skyline and
imagine what living in that city
was like.

Now 61, Fritz will have the
chance from her Lincoln office
to take a broad view of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska system as

its interim president starting on
Aug. 15. She will be the first wom-
an in the history of NU’s central
office to serve in the top job.

She won the position Thursday
on a 7-1 vote of the NU Board of
Regents. Board member Howard
Hawks of Omaha said during the
roll call: “With all due respect, I
vote no.” He shook her hand af-
terward and said she had his sup-
port.

Asked after the meeting whom
he preferred, Hawks said, “It’s
irrelevant. It’s my job to support
Susan now.”

Fritz is currently executive
vice president and provost of the
NU system, the central office’s
No. 2 job. She made it clear to the
board that she was delighted to be
appointed interim president.

“Board members, I thank you

Schools want med students to get a
healthy dose of the humanities

By rick ruggles

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The words “medical humanities”
smack of a contradiction in terms,
like “sweet and sour sauce” and
“old news.”

But health care workers, colleges
and medical schools increasingly
recognize the importance of sup-
plementing health care teaching
programs, which are dominated by
hard sciences, with the gentle arts.

Medical humanities is growing in
the region. The University of Ne-
braska at Omaha received approval

from the Nebraska Coordinating
Commission for Postsecondary Ed-
ucation on Thursday for the right
to offer a major in medical human-
ities.

Creighton University has just
created a department of medical
humanities in its School of Med-
icine. The University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln has had a minor in
humanities in medicine since the
1990s but plans to hire historian
Deirdre Cooper Owens to build the
program and perhaps eventually
offer a major in it.

The University of Iowa College
of Medicine has a program in bio-
ethics and humanities that includes
elective courses in creative writing
and students’ written reflections on
clinical experiences.

The reasons for offering these

Some look to art, music
and such to help doctors
and nurses avoid burnout
and empathize with others

R Y A N S O D E R L I N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Jared Noetzel, a UNL psychology major, practices the piano. He said that “what health care professionals deal with has to do with human emotions and
behaviors, in both the patient and practitioner,” so the arts are relevant in the medical profession. His minors include piano and medical humanities.
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On Big Red
Blitz, Frost
says he wants a
tough team that
resembles those
recovering from
flooding. Sports

DREAMERS, TPS STATUS

Omaha, Lincoln
chambers join
call to protect
immigrants

By henry J. cordes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Thousands of immigrants living,
working, earning degrees and pay-
ing taxes in Nebraska are stuck in
legal limbo, Omaha and Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce officials
say, putting at risk the “important
role” they play in the state’s econ-
omy.

That’s why the heads of both
chambers joined dozens of others
across the country Thursday to ad-
vocate for “Dreamers” and other
immigrants with temporary legal
status, calling on Congress to pro-
vide permanent legal protection
and a path to citizenship.

“They are talented and commit-
ted individuals and integral to our
shared growth,” said David Brown,
president and CEO of the Greater
Omaha Chamber of Commerce.
“Progress depends on everyone.”

See Soybeans: Page 4

See Immigrants: Page 2

Susan Fritz
The regents voted
7-1 to make her
interim president.
Currently in the
No. 2 job at NU,
she starts her new
duties on Aug. 15.

See NU: Page 2

MISCONDUCT COMPLAINTS
Students, alumni say Title IX office
failed them. Midlands, Page 5B

See Humanities: Page 2
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