
Omahans
show they’re
willing to pay
to fix streets

By Reece Ristau

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omahans have spoken: They
want better streets, and they’re
willing to pay for them.

Voters on Tuesday overwhelm-
ingly approved measures allowing
the City of Omaha to issue $200
million in bonds to create a long-
term street maintenance program
and to pay off those bonds with an
increase in property taxes.

While Omaha’s economy has
been upended by the novel coro-
navirus, it appears that fixing
roads — often the target of mut-
tered curses from drivers who hit
cracks and potholes — remains a
priority for voters.

Now that the bond issue has
passed, residents can expect the
first round of road work to begin
this summer, Mayor Jean Stothert
said.

“Thank you to the voters for
recognizing the importance of our
road infrastructure and approving
the bond issue,” Stothert said in a
statement Tuesday. “With voter
support, we will immediately be-

Voters’ approval of bonds
worth $200 million means
resurfacing work can begin
this summer, Stothert says

‘Lead foot’ outbreak on more-open roads: 177 caught doing 100-plus

By MaRtha stoddaRd

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The social distanc-
ing restrictions that curbed travel
in Nebraska apparently cleared
the roads for extreme speeders.

Nebraska State Patrol Superin-

tendent John Bolduc said Tuesday
that troopers have cited 177 driv-
ers for going more than 100 mph
since the restrictions began. He
said that represents a “substantial
increase” over pre-pandemic lev-
els.

Speaking at Gov. Pete Ricketts’

daily coronavirus briefing, Bolduc
attributed the spike to the state’s
directed health measures, which
discouraged travel and encour-
aged people to stay home. Traffic
counts have dropped since Rick-
etts imposed the first measure on
March 19.

“I think the opportunity is there,
and some folks are taking ad-
vantage of it,” Bolduc said, while
warning that “it’s not safe to travel

at those speeds on our Interstates.”
He said people should not think

they can get away with extreme

speeding just because of the pan-
demic. But he did say troopers
have been advised to use discre-
tion in handling situations to re-
duce their potential exposure to
the virus.

So far, no troopers have tested
positive for coronavirus, although
a few have had to self-isolate after
arresting people who claimed to
be infected. Testing showed that

Nebraska patrol chief, discussing troopers’ roles in
pandemic response, notes big jump in extreme speeding

SLOW DAY AT POLLS; MAIL VOTING
HELPS SMASH TURNOUT RECORD
By eRin GRace and steve LieweR

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Election poll inspector Larry Ziska
looked around the South High gym
an hour before polls closed Tuesday
with the satisfaction of a host who just
threw a successful party.

All poll workers had shown up.
In-person voting was slow, but that
was good news in this pandemic. Mail-
in ballots made up for the low primary
day turnout.

Plus this cavernous, empty high
school gym offered ample room to
spread out for social distancing,
which helped masked poll workers

and voters feel safe. There were extra
face masks on hand, pens for voters to
keep and Clorox wipes for the plastic
ballot holders.

“It’s good to be a Nebraskan,” said
the 78-year-old veteran poll worker.

That sentiment was echoed by Ne-
braska Secretary of State Bob Evnen,
who said Tuesday night that coopera-
tion from state government agencies,
county election offices and groups
that helped recruit poll workers led to
a primary that made him “very proud
to be a Nebraskan today.”

“Nebraskans did not allow this pan-

Primary day is ‘smooth as silk’
as virus cuts down crowds at
polling places in Nebraska

High court hears Trump cases
Justices appear likely to reject the

president’s claim that he is immune
from criminal investigation while in

office. Page 10A
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Eastman cruises into a rematch with Bacon
By henRy J. coRdes

and aaRon sandeRfoRd
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This fall will mark Round 2 be-
tween Kara Eastman and U.S. Rep.
Don Bacon in Nebraska’s 2nd Con-
gressional District, and the two
candidates wasted no time Tues-
day night in coming out swinging.

Democrat Eastman earned her
chance for a rematch against the
two-term Republican incumbent
Tuesday night by topping two oth-
er rivals in her party’s primary.
She immediately took aim at Ba-
con, saying his record of reliable

votes for President Donald Trump
and his party don’t fit in a swing
district like the Omaha-area 2nd.

“People are looking for leader-
ship and for representation that
actually represents the district,
and not just somebody who’s going
to align himself with his party,”
Eastman said.

Bacon also emerged from the
evening ready for the next round.
Not only is Eastman too partisan to
represent the district, he said, she
also lacks the temperament.

“She was quoted as saying she
wanted President Trump arrested
for treason,” Bacon said. “That en-

capsulates someone who is too par-
tisan to represent us in Washing-
ton. She is someone who has high
vitriol, anger and hate towards the
president.”

Two years after a fired-up base
of progressives helped upstart
Eastman upset former congress-
man Brad Ashford in the Demo-

Democrat says incumbent aligns too closely to Trump;
Republican says challenger has wrong temperament

A N N A R E E D / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Kara Eastman easily defeated Ann Ashford and Gladys Harrison to earn a
second chance against GOP incumbent Don Bacon, who edged her in 2018. See 2nd District: Page 2

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 8,692 103
Iowa 12,912 289
U.S. 1,408,636 83,019

*As of 9 p.m. Tuesday
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Rotella’s, Hiland Dairy latest food plants to have infected employees. Page 8A

National Guard tanker will fly over state to honor health care workers. Page 9A

Omaha chamber creates an online tool to help the suddenly jobless. Page 9A

Fauci says consequences could be serious if U.S. reopens too quickly. Page 11A

See Street bonds: Page 2

See Ricketts: Page 2

Above, Sharon Beverly waits for voters
at a downtown Omaha precinct Tuesday.
At top left is a sign outside Elks Lodge
39. At top right, Allan Stamler, a poll
inspector, disinfects a voting station

at Walt Disney Elementary. Sites were
stocked with face masks, Clorox wipes

and free pens for voters, but no stickers.

Z L O N G A N D A N N A R E E D
T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D See Voters: Page 5

MORE 2020 NEBRASKA PRIMARY
COVERAGE ON PAGE 4A
Legislature: All incumbents but one
sail through primary in good shape.

School bond issues: Millard and
Springfield Platteview show support.

OPS board: Erdenberger, incumbent
Casady led races for two seats.


