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Thousands
of disabled
adults on
waiting list

By Martha Stoddard
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LINCOLN — The young man
worked at a veterinary clinic until
his family moved to a new commu-
nity. The young woman cleaned at
a local restaurant before she had
to move across town and could no
longer get to her job.

Their developmental disabilities
made it hard to find work in their
new settings.

Vocational rehabilitation ser-
vices could have helped them land
new jobs and learn the ropes, while
helping their new employers un-
derstand their abilities and needs.

Instead, the two are among more
than 3,000 adults with disabilities
on a waiting list for services from
Nebraska VR, a division of the
State Department of Education.

State Sen. Kate Bolz of Lincoln,
who works as executive director
of the Nebraska Association of
Service Providers, recounted their
stories. She said both now spend
their days in a sheltered workshop,
a work center for disabled people.

“Individuals who could be suc-
cessful, contributing, employed
members of our community are
not receiving that opportunity,”
she said.

State vocational rehabilitation
officials started the waiting list in
December 2017, when the agency
began limiting new clients to those
with the most significant disabili-
ties. On April 23, 2018, the agency
shut off all new clients.

Lindy Foley, director of Nebras-
ka VR, said the agency continued
working with people who already
had a plan for services. The agency
still can step in when people have
jobs but need short-term help to
keep them, such as providing hear-
ing aids for someone who has de-
veloped hearing loss.

But other people can be served

Services help disabled
workers find new jobs and
educate employers about
workers’ abilities and needs
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‘Proud and strong’ U.S. women win 4th soccer World Cup title. Sports

As Ebola spreads again, the world just watches

the LoS angeLeS tiMeS

The Ebola outbreak raging
through Congo has sickened
thousands of people and killed
more than 1,500 — and the num-
ber of new victims continues to
climb.

The situation is dire, but it’s
hardly unprecedented. Less
than five years ago, an epidemic
in West Africa killed more than

11,000 people, shattering com-
munities, destroying economies
and leaving a generation of or-
phans behind.

When it was over, world lead-
ers took a solemn vow: Never
again. Health officials studied
the failures of their sluggish
and haphazard response so they
would recognize the warning
signs of a crisis not to be ig-
nored.

That crisis is now here. Yet
with Ebola spreading eastward
into Uganda, epidemiologists
and aid groups are dismayed by
the many indications that the
pledge has been forgotten.

The World Health Organiza-
tion had to spend months beg-
ging for the $98 million it needs
to set up temporary health clin-
ics and distribute vaccines that
could stop the virus in its tracks.
The Trump administration has
banned Ebola experts from the

U.S., others seem to be ‘repeating the same mistake’
made five years ago, when epidemic killed 11,000

Omaha has Omahans. Lincoln has
Lincolnites. Wahoo has ... who?

By ChriS PeterS

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Surely you’ve heard of Omahans
and Lincolnites. But what do you call
someone from Broken Bow?

Broken Bowers? Broken Bowhunt-
ers? Broken ... um ...

Without a doubt, those from Go-
thenburg are Gothenburgers. But
what are people from Wahoo? Are
they Wahooans? Wahooers? Wahoov-
ians? Wahooligans? Ask around and
the answer differs by the person.

As it turns out, many of Nebraska’s
50 most populous towns and cities
lack a proper name to call themselves
— it’s not a legal requirement for cit-
ies to establish a demonym, which is
a word used to denote a person who
lives in or is native to a particular
place. Either the residents have too
many to choose from or none of the
names sounds right. Or nothing ever
stuck.

“I’ve never been asked before,”
said Erv Portis, city administrator of
Plattsmouth. “Frankly I don’t have
an answer for it. No matter what you
or I choose, somebody is going to be
offended. Plattsmouth citizen, Platts-
mouth resident, beyond that I don’t
know.”

Heck, even Nebraska’s oldest city
and its third-largest, Bellevue, can’t
make up its mind.

“I’ve lived here my whole life, 57
years, and I don’t know,” said the ad-
ministrative assistant in the Mayor’s
Office.

People from Wayne agree that they
like the name “Wayne Americans,”
as the water tower proclaims, but
even the City of Wayne and Wayne’s
chamber of commerce differ between
Waynites or Waynians.

Don’t mistake Columbusites for
Columbians, even if a few are. Be
mindful not to offend a Papillionite
by calling him or her a Papillionaire.
And don’t you dare call someone from
Crete a Cretan.

Across the Missouri River from

Omaha, let the record show that those
folks are Council Bluffsians, not
Council Bluffers or Council Bluffites.

The names Nebraska’s townspeople
call themselves are far more fasci-
nating and undecided than one might
imagine.

Here’s our unofficial list of the
demonyms for the top 50 most

populous places in Nebraska, deter-
mined using historical records, news-
paper clippings and calls to govern-
ment offices. These names are our
best guesses based on research, but if
you live in one of these towns and call
your townspeople something else, let
us know.
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Husker fan Dann Leffler is from West Point, so he’s a West Pointer. But folks in many Nebraska towns and cities lack a proper name to call themselves.
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MILLENNIAL-DRIVEN TREND

Alcohol brands
cater to sober
crowd with
pricey ‘mocktails’

the WaShington PoSt

It’s everywhere you look these
days: #SoberCurious, #SoberIs-
Sexy, #SoberLife and #SoberSat-
urday. There are sober nightclubs,
sober early morning dance parties
and Instagram influencers who an-
chor their online identities with an
eschewal of alcohol.

The number of alcohol drink-
ers in the world has decreased by
nearly 5% since 2000, according
to the World Health Organiza-
tion. The Beverage Information
Group reports that beer sales have
slumped for five years in a row.

Alcohol brands are paying at-
tention: Diageo (the world’s sec-
ond largest distiller and parent of
Guinness, Smirnoff and Johnnie
Walker) recently funded a non-
alcoholic spirits company called
Seedlip. In cities like New York
and Los Angeles, it is routine
for restaurants to have separate

See Sober: Page 4

Brown pines a common sight
Hailstorm that hit southwest Omaha

hard in May left trees vulnerable,
and some may die. Midlands

Weather
High: 87

A p.m. thunderstorm
Low: 72

Details: 4A
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1. Omaha (population 446,970): Omahans.
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2. Lincoln (population 280,364): Lincolnite, not Lincolner.

See Demonyms: Page 2


