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By Staff Sgt. Jessica Montaño
OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, 

Neb — A 55th Security Forces 
Squadron Military Working Dog 
died Oct. 2.

Morty, a 6-year-old German 
Shepherd, suffered multiple 
health issues recently, but an ex-
ploratory surgery revealed inop-
erable cancer.

Early on the morning of Oct. 
2, MWD Morty was working the 
search pit, and his handler, Staff 
Sgt. Kathryn Malone, 55th Se-
curity Forces Squadron, noticed 
something was off.

“She noticed he was less ea-
ger to work,” said U.S. Army 
Capt. Megan McGonagle, Of-
futt Air Force Base veterinarian. 
“Usually, he is jumping up on 
his own and detecting no prob-

lem, but he just seemed to be 
working slower than normal, so 
we told her to bring him to the 
clinic.”

During his initial physical ex-
amination everything was nor-
mal, however, due to abnormal 
behavior, the veterinary team 
decided to look deeper.

“We did blood work and im-
aging and found a tumor,” said 
McGonagle. “We took him to 
surgery, and found cancer had 
spread and was inoperable. Un-
fortunately, it would have been 
unfair for him to continue with 
that.”

The bond between a Military 
Work Dog and their handler is 
unique.

“It’s hard to describe the 
bond to those who haven’t ex-
perienced it,” said SSgt Kathryn 

Malone, 55th SFS and Morty’s 
most recent handler. “It’s like 
having a best friend that you 
completely trust with your life.”

Known across the globe for 
his unique floppy ear and his
detection and bite work, Morty 
was a great asset to the U.S. Air 
Force.

“He was more than just a 
dog; he was a great all-around 
dog, partner and mentor,” said 
Staff Sgt. Aaron Catron, MWD 
handler.

Many of MWD Morty’s pre-
vious handlers agree that he was 
always happy and willing to 
work.

“He simply loved his job, and 
he loved to work,” said Malone.

Full military funeral hon-
ors are given to MWDs that die 
while on active duty.

“When a MWD is laid to rest 
they deserve the same honor 
and respect that humans do,” 
said McGonagle. “We choose 
this life for them, and yet, they 
are happy to go to work every 
day and they never complain.”

Offutt Air Force Base, along 
with Bellevue, Sarpy County 
and Omaha Police Departments, 
held a procession through the 
installation in honor of MWD 
Morty Oct. 6.

“It meant a lot that every-
one came together to show how 
much they cared about Morty,” 
said Malone. “It meant a lot to 
see everyone support us and 
show they too are grieving and 
that Morty made an impact on 
their lives.”

Offutt AFB remembers, honors Military Working Dog
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The official photo of Morty, 55th 
Security Forces Squadron military 
working dog. Morty was given full 
military funeral honors Oct. 6.
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Staff Writer

The Housing Foundation for 
Sarpy County began accepting 
applications for assistance from 
eligible county residents on 
Sept. 28 who need help paying 
past-due rent and mortgages 
due to lost income because of 
COVID-19.

The foundation will distrib-
ute around $850,000 in CARES 
Act funds through the Nebras-
ka Department of Health and 
Human Services as well as 
$850,000 funds received through 
a partnership with Nebraska 
Children and Families Founda-
tion and Sherwood Foundation 
and a 121,500 CDBG-CV award 
through the city of Bellevue.

Funds will be allocated on a 
first-come, first-approved basis
until they are exhausted.

Carolyn Pospisil, executive 
director of the Housing Foun-
dation for Sarpy County said 
the foundation needs to spend 
$850,000 of the funds by Dec. 
30. Any remaining funds would 
carry over into January.

She said this funding does not 
need to be a last resort and fam-
ilies do not need to have foreclo-
sure notices on their homes, but 
they do need to show they are 
behind on their payments.

The COVID-19 Housing As-
sistance Program allocations 
may be used to pay both past-
due rent and past-due mortgage 
payments.

The program is designed to 
help Sarpy County residents 
with low to moderate incomes 
who have seen a reduction in 
income due to COVID-19 pan-
demic and who are facing evic-
tion or foreclosure as a result. 
People are eligible for up to four 
months of unpaid, past-due rent 
or mortgage payments, with a 
maximum grant of $4,000.

If people qualify, the grant 
funds will be paid directly to 
their landlord or mortgage com-
pany.

Applications forms will be 
available beginning September 
28th on the Housing Founda-
tion for Sarpy County web-
site: sarpyhousing.org. A list 
of supporting documentation 
and complete eligibility require-
ments are also available on the 
foundation website.

Housing 
Foundation for 
Sarpy County 
to distribute 

$1.7M in 
funding 

By Rachel George
Editor

After nearly a decade as one 
of Sarpy County’s choice burger 
joints, Sinful Burger will close 
its doors at the end of October.

Owners Jim and Debbie 
Nearing announced plans to 
close in a Facebook post last 
week.

“What an amazing run 
we’ve had,” Jim wrote. “Exact-
ly 10 years ago, we made the 
decision to put everything that 
Debbie and I owned on the line 
to open Sinful Burger, and we 
started searching for a location. 
Bellevue, it was Bellevue and 
what a great decision that was. 
The community warmly wel-
comed us and we’ve done all 
we could do to loyally give back 
locally throughout the years.”

The restaurant, located in 
the Twin Creek Plaza, is best 
known for large burgers named 
after the seven deadly sins.
In its first year, the restau-

rant was voted the fourth best 
burger in the state. The next 
year, Sinful Burger was named 
best burger in Omaha, earning 
that title for four consecutive 
years, along with numerous 
Sarpy County People’s Choice 
awards.

“The best thing about being 
so successful is that we were 
able to give back to the commu-

nity,” Jim Nearing said. “We’ve 
been very blessed to be able to 
give back.”

The business proudly spon-
sored little league teams, donat-
ED to various Offutt Air Force 
Base organizations and bought 
Christmas gifts for children in 
need.

The couple put the business 
up for sale in September 2019, 
hoping someone else might 

take over and “have some fun 
with it.”

They knew the business 
wouldn’t sell over the winter, 
but assumed that come spring, 
they’d be able to semi-retire. In-
stead, the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit.

“We wanted to stay open as 
long as possible for the crew,” 
Nearing said. “We left it open 
about as long as we possibly 

could and have been helping 
them find other jobs. We have
an incredible staff. I don’t know 
who’s more loyal, them to us or 
us to them.”

Nearing said what he will 
miss most outside of his family 
— how he endearingly refers to 
his staff — is just the day to day 
and seeing the different people 
come in.

That aside, he admits he is 
looking forward to a bit of re-
laxation.

“All encompassing gratitude 
and love for the community,” 
he said. “It’s been a two-way 
street of giving. We’re extreme-
ly grateful and thankful to be 
there. I’m glad we picked Bel-
levue for the location. No re-
grets.”

Sinful Burger Sports Grill 
will remain open normal hours 
in its final weeks: Sunday
through Thursday from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. and Friday and Satur-
day from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. The 
address is 4005 Twin Creek 
Drive, Suite 101.

The last day of business will 
be Oct. 27, Jim Nearing’s birth-
day.

“If you’re thinking that’s an 
odd day to close a business, 
well, birthdays are a celebration 
of life,” he wrote on Facebook. 
“I want to celebrate nearly 10 
years of our fifth child’s life
(Sinful Burger.)”

Sinful Burger to close at the end of the month
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The Sinful Burger is the signature dish for the restaurant with the same 
name in Bellevue. The owners have announced it will close on Oct. 27.

ABOVE: Bellevue West fans cheer during the Millard West vs. Bellevue 
West football game at Bellevue West High School on Friday, October 9, 
2020. Bellevue West won the game 42-7.
BELOW: Bellevue West fans celebrate a play.
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Bellevue West student fans gather before the start of the Millard West 
vs. Bellevue West football game at Bellevue West High School on 
Friday, October 9, 2020. Bellevue West won the game 42-7.

Bellevue West celebrates a win at home

Bellevue West cheerleaders perform during a break in the Millard West 
vs. Bellevue West football game Friday.


