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By D.P. Heard
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — Offutt
Field House staff moved the Children’s Play
Area from a spot that interfered with patrons
on the running track, to a location which pro-
vides patrons with adequate space to get a full
workout and is fully self-contained, allowing
parents to maintain accountability of children
accompanying them.

The new CPA features all self-propelled
exercise equipment that does not require
wires or power cords to minimize safety risks
to children in the area along with a play area
to keep them occupied and active while their
parents workout.

While the new area decreases the risk of in-
jury for children in the gym, the rule of “Eyes
on all the time” remains in effect and parents
are still expected to keep their children inside
of the play area and with them at all times
while exercising.

“Every patron I’ve talked to has said how
much of a positive impact this has had to their
fitness goals and that they’re able to stay with
their children and still be able to utilize all of
the equipment that the children’s play area
provides,” said 2nd Lt. Darryl Weaver, 55th
Force Support Squadron sustainment chief.

After touring the facility along with the
commander, the fitness center team noticed
the workout equipment’s position in the previ-
ous CPA did not allow parents to monitor their
children well enough while they exercised.

Weaver recalls that in the original spot,
he had to look over his shoulder while on the
elliptical machine to monitor his children. Now
parents will have their children in front of
them at all times, no matter what equipment
they are using.

“Being a part of running the fitness center,
it feels good to be able provide that to the
families. Being a parent myself, knowing the
hardships that they had before and how much
this helps, it really makes me feel great,” said

Weaver.
The relocation has eliminated the issue of

children entering the running track and being
injured. The biggest change has been the addi-
tion of a weights area. In the previous location
there was no room inside of the play area for
parents who use weights.

Weaver also said the parents are really
excited about the change and that it is a boost
to their workouts since they no longer have to
worry about obstructions to monitoring their
children while working out.

“The Offutt Field House is the largest fitness
centers in the Department of Defense, with the
Children’s Play Area moved to its new location,
we can better serve our families while ensur-
ing the safety and security of our children and
patrons,” said Lt. Col. Sherry Graham, 55th
FSS commander.

“Not only do we pride ourselves on provid-
ing state of the art fitness equipment, but we
have also provided state of the art playground
equipment for our families.”

Safety first at relocated children’s play area

Patrons work out and socialize at the Offutt Field House’s newly relocated Children’s Play Area. The new CPA features all self-propelled exercise equipment that
does not require wires or power cords to minimize safety risks to children in the area along with a play area to keep them occupied and active while their parents
workout.
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JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-LACK-
LAND, Texas (AFNS) — The
Department of Defense is asking
current residents of military
privatized housing to provide
feedback on a draft version of a
Resident Bill of Rights.

The Air Force is part of a
tri-service initiative to create a
Resident Bill of Rights that iden-
tifies the basic housing rights of
service members and their fami-
lies living in privatized housing.

“Our most important resource
is our people. We must protect our
people — our Air Force fami-
ly — by ensuring our privatized
housing portfolio provides safe
and healthy housing,” said Col.
Michael Beach, Air Force Housing
program chief.

“We value the candid input
of our Airmen. This is a real
opportunity for them to influ-
ence change within the (military
housing privatization initiative)
program for the better.”

Families living in privatized
housing can expect to receive an
emailed letter from the Office of
the Secretary of Defense which
provides instructions on how to
complete the survey which is
being administered by CEL &
Associates, Inc., a third-party
consulting firm.

CEL will collect resident feed-
back and analyze the information
on behalf of the DoD. All informa-
tion collected through the survey
is confidential.

If you are a resident and have
not received the emailed letter
by June 18 or you have questions
and/or are experiencing technical
difficulties, call the toll-free help-
line at (800)-482-6431, or contact
CEL & Associates, Inc. via email
at BillofRightsFeedback@celasso-
ciates.com.

Participation is voluntary, but
the Air Force highly encourages
its members to take this oppor-
tunity to contribute their voices
to improving privatized housing
experience for service members
and their families, Beach said.

The Resident Bill of Rights is
one of 60 initiatives the Air Force
will complete as part of its ag-
gressive plan to address housing
issues, Beach said. In February
2019, Air Force commanders con-
ducted a health and safety review
with all residents in Air Force
family housing.

The Air Force used this feed-
back and other internal reviews
to identify systemic issues and
plot an aggressive campaign to
overhaul the program.

DoD seeks
feedback
on housing

By Paul Shirk
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — Midshipmen from the
U.S. Naval Academy visited the 15th Operational Weather
Squadron May 11 to learn about severe weather and its
effects on aviation.

An example of cross service partnership, the annual visit
allows future naval officers the opportunity to learn about
weather phenomena from weather Airmen with real world
experience and to discover the similarities and differences
between the Air Force and Navy meteorology missions.

“We enjoyed our visit to the 15th OWS and appreciated
the hospitality,” said Lt. Cmdr. Matt Burich, a professor
at the USNA. “The Midshipmen who end up flying for the
Navy gained insight into the importance of accurate and
timely weather information to flight operations and an
appreciation for the work that goes into producing it.”

Cadets studying at the U.S. service academies will often
visit military installations or perform internships during
summer break to become familiar with the military and
gain experience in their future career fields.

Located at Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, the 15th OWS is
one of six operational weather squadrons around the world.
The 15th OWS provides weather operations support for the
Northeastern United States, Eastern Canada and part of the
Arctic Circle, including the North Pole.

The Midshipmen will eventually become commissioned
officers, working in the meteorology and oceanography ca-
reer field, in addition to other science and technology fields.

The visit to the Midwest and Great Plains region focuses
on the study of severe convective storms, which can pro-
duce destructive severe weather such as tornadoes, hail,
lightning and heavy rain.

Their visit to the 15th OWS allowed them to understand
the OWS’ operations rhythm, operational forecasting re-
quirements and challenges. The springtime visit provides
ample opportunity to examine the storms.

The 15th OWS is well-suited for education as a number of
first term weather Airmen begin their careers at Scott AFB

under the squadron’s training flight.
The Midshipmen also visited the National Weather

Service’s Storm Prediction Center in Norman, Oklahoma,
which receives backup coverage from the 15th OWS.

“I particularly enjoyed learning about their (15th OWS)
collaboration with the SPC and how they train to take on
that responsibility if the SPC goes down,” said Midshipman
Tyler Bradley.

Midshipmen visit 15th OWS to learn Midwest weather
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United States Naval Academy Midshipmen pose for a group photo with staff from the 15th Operational Weather Squadron at Scott Air
Force Base, Illinois, May 11. Midshipmen visit the 15th OWS annually to learn about convective storms, which can cause hazardous
weather such as tornadoes, hail, lightning and heavy rain.


