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Jury quick to ﬁnd Sydney Loofe’s death was no accident
Aubrey Trail is found guilty of first-degree murder and
conspiracy; jurors return today to consider death penalty
By Paul Hammel
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

F r A N C I s G A r d l E r / l I N C O l N J O u r NA l s TA r

As the clerk reads the guilty verdicts against Aubrey Trail, Sydney Loofe’s
sister, MacKenzie Loofe, grips the arm of her mother, Susie. Next to Susie, at
right, is her husband and the Loofe girls’ father, George.

WILBER, Neb. — After hearing
three weeks of sometimes-grisly
testimony and viewing nearly 500
pieces of evidence, a jury took less
than three hours on Wednesday to
render a verdict in Aubrey Trail’s
murder trial.
Guilty — of both ﬁrst-degree
murder and conspiracy to commit
murder in the slaying and dismemberment of Lincoln store clerk
Sydney Loofe.
Trail, a 52-year-old ex-convict,

stared ahead as
the verdicts were
read. A second,
short trial to determine whether the
ﬁrst-degree murder count qualiﬁes
for the death penSydney Loofe
alty will begin here
Thursday morning.
A woman sitting with the Loofe
family buried her head in her husband’s chest and cried as the twin
guilty verdicts were read. Loofe’s
mother and sister both wiped tears
as they walked out of the ornate,

wood-paneled courtroom.
Loofe’s father, George Loofe,
said earlier that his family would
have no comment because they
still face a second trial in her
death, that of Trail’s girlfriend,
Bailey Boswell.
Boswell, 25, is also charged with
ﬁrst-degree murder, as well as improper disposal of human remains.
She is scheduled to face trial in
October, though her attorney has
said he is seeking to move the trial
out of Saline County because of the
heavy publicity about the case.
Trail pleaded guilty to improper
disposal of human remains just before the start of the trial.
It will go down as one of the
See Trail: Page 2
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2-track plan for
quicker access
to behavioral
health providers
By Julie anderson
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

See Behavioral health: Page 2
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With long wait times the norm
for new behavioral health patients
— three months isn’t unusual, according to one doctor — Nebraska Medicine and the University
of Nebraska Medical Center have
launched a plan to improve access.
The plan, launched July 1, calls
for returning most patients —
once they’re stable — to their primary care providers for ongoing
care, freeing more appointment
slots for new patients.
David Cates, Nebraska Medicine’s behavioral health director,
said limited access to psychiatric
providers is a regional and national problem.
Behind the access crunch are a
number of converging trends.
Behavioral health providers are
clustered in urban areas, leaving
rural areas underserved, particularly in Nebraska, said Dr. Howard
Liu, chairman of UNMC’s psychiatry department. And that workforce is aging, with more than half
of providers in Nebraska now over
age 50 and retiring faster in some
cases than they can be replaced.
At the same time, the stigma
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Fighting the flooding

In Gibbon, as elsewhere in southcentral Nebraska, residents tackle
rising waters once again. Midlands

It’s always sausage season

Summer’s a great time to hit the
links, so to speak, as sausage is on
a roll at Omaha restaurants. Living

Weather

High: 86
Mostly sunny, pleasant

Low: 67
Details: 3A
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PART EIGHT: George Wallace, a chaotic week and The Rhythm Boys’ lost rhythm

W

hen the movie ended,
the real show began.
The bearded black
barber in a tight white
T-shirt stepped to the
podium and addressed a packed dining hall on the University of Nebraska’s Lincoln campus. Ernie Chambers
wasted no time.
He called Christians hypocrites.
Attacked the Omaha Public Schools
for physically abusing black students.

Blasted politicians for corruption and
indifference. While white UNL students sit in class and wonder about
their next date, Chambers said, blacks
worry about their families.
“Negroes have been put in a position with no alternative but to ﬁght
back,” Chambers said. “I am for ﬁghting back.”
It was Monday night, Feb. 5, 1968.
Halfway around the world, the Viet
Cong attacked Army and Marine bat-

talions in the ancient capital of Hue.
Saigon streets crackled with machine-gun ﬁre. The Tet Offensive, a
series of bloody attacks on South Vietnam, entered its second week.
In Lincoln that day, Southeast High
School named 23-year-old Frank Solich its new football coach. And that
night, a few hundred NU students
squeezed into the Selleck dining hall
to watch “A Time for Burning.”
See 24th & Glory: Page 4

Above, police disperse youths at 36th and Boyd Streets three days after an appearance by former
Alabama Gov. George Wallace set off disturbances on the Near North Side in March 1968.
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