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Dennison named city administrator

From staff reports
Mayor Mike Evans announced May
5 the hire of Paula Dennison as Gretna’s
next city administrator.
Dennison will replace Jeff Kooistra,
who recently retired from the position,
which he held for over 8 years.
Dennison has more than 25 years of
public service experience — a majority of
that time spent in Stillwater, Oklahoma,
most recently as the assistant city manager. She was Stillwater’s Director of Development Services for more than 14 years
prior.
The Tennessee native places an emphasis on family, happy to move to Nebraska to be closer to her daughter, who
will graduate from and remain in Kearney, Nebraska, this spring.
Her ability to build strong working
relationships with government officials,
business leaders, citizens and co-workers has allowed her to be an effective
and successful leader in the fast-growing
community of Stillwater, said city staff.
Six-month goals for Dennison include

familiarizing herself with Nebraska statutes and building relationships.
“Getting to know staff and the community and really letting the community get to know me,” she said at a public
interview for the position, held April 29.
“I must have the community embrace me
as a member in it to be effective in leadership.”
Dennison also looks forward to resolution on outstanding issues — including
potential annexations and a move to the
City of the First Class, following the census — and offers commitment to determining the next steps from there.
“I came up through the development
world in local government and the opportunities for development in Gretna
are endless,” she said. “Gretna is a threshold community, on the cusp of becoming
more than it was.
“I see the fiscal responsibility for the
position as one of the main priorities, because it’s not my money — it’s the publics. I’m frugal. I’m tight with my position
and I’m definitely tight with somebody
else’s.”
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Paula Dennison addresses the Gretna City
Council in a public interview April 29.
Evans said he is excited for the community to get to know Dennison.
“Her genuine care about people and

the communities she represents will serve
Gretna well,” he said. “The City Council
members and I really feel her work experience coupled with her approach and
attitude toward working for and with the
community will be a great asset for our
community.”
Dennison has a strong background
in economic and community development where she worked with developing
master and redevelopment plans, created comprehensive annexation plans,
completed comprehensive subdivision
updates to regulations and zoning ordinances and established Stillwater’s first
business improvement and special services district.
“Not only is Paula a very talented administrator, she also really enjoys being
involved in the community on a personal level,” Evans said. “In the past she
has worked with various organizations,
boards, her church, community projects
and enjoys public speaking.
Dennison’s first day on the job will be
June 1.

Construction gets underway at Gretna Crossing Park
A groundbreaking was held
May 4 at Gretna Crossing Park.
The massive park project will
include the existing fields, trails,
a fishing pond, a multi-million
dollar aquatics and recreation
center and much more.
Grading, roadway and utility
work is underway and expected
to continue through August 2022.
Capehart Road improvements
are set to begin in March 2022
and run through November 2022.
Work on the ballfields and
passive park will begin later this
year in September and continue
through April 2023. The community recreation and aquatics
facility work will also get underway in September and continue
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through May 2023.
For more information, visit Mayor Mike Evans addresses the crowd May 4 at From left, Travis Lightle with Gretna Public Schools, councilwoman Kara Alexander, Mayor Mike
the ofﬁcial Gretna Crossing Park groundbreaking. Evans, councilmen Jason Stahr and Bill Proctor, Pat Phelan with Gretna Public Schools.
gretnacrossingpark.com.

NTA, Pilot Flying J thank truckers at Gretna location
By Rachel George
Editor
A surprise was in store for essential
drivers making their way through Gretna
last week.
Pilot Flying J gift cards, accompanied
by small prints of student artwork created for a billboard poster contest thanking truckers in 2020, were handed out to
truckers who stopped in Gretna to fill up
May 5. Cupcakes also awaited those who
ventured inside for a snack.
“They’re the ones keeping America
moving,” said Sunny LeGree, general
manager at Gretna’s Pilot Flying J. “If it
wasn’t for them, business would be at a
standstill.”
The Nebraska Trucking Association
approached Pilot with the opportunity to
partner for the event.
“It’s a pretty thankless job sometimes,”
said Ryan Morris, sales manager for Pilot
Flying J. “We need these guys and girls
out here to keep our stores stocked. This
is a little way to say thanks for what they
do.”
Kent Grisham, Nebraska Trucking Association president, said NTA has sponsored a handful of similar driver appreciation events throughout the state since
the onset of the coronavirus pandemic.
“It’s our small gesture to remind drivers we see them, we appreciate them

Dave Zelnio, Nebraska Trucking Association
Director of Operations and Communication,
left, hands out Pilot Flying J gift cards to
truckers May 5 at an appreciation event/
lunch giveaway at Gretna’s Pilot Flying J.
and to acknowledge how much we need
them,” Grisham said.
Grisham said trucking is particularly important to Nebraska, as more than
half of all Nebraska communities receive
everything they need by truck alone and
nearly 80% of all freight in Nebraska is
delivered by truck.
“Without them, all these empty
shelves we experienced in 2020 were never going to get refilled,” he said.
Truckers also provided essential service during the 2019 flooding throughout
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Trucks pull in to ﬁll up at Gretna’s Pilot Flying J on May 5. Truckers stopping in Gretna that
afternoon were surprised with an appreciation lunch, a partnership between Pilot and the
Nebraska Trucking Association.
the state.
“They’re always willing to get out
there when the rest of us aren’t and we
need to appreciate that,” Grisham said.
Grisham said the event also allows
NTA to reach the community and alert
the public of the continued shortage of
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new drivers entering the field.
“This is a career field where you can
make a great living and provide an essential service in an industry that’s highly
concerned with efforts to go green and
make a positive impact,” he said.
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