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Graduation day

Gretna Days returns
for 60th year,
modiﬁed celebration
By Rachel George
Editor
The Gretna Days celebration returns for its 60th year this
weekend, though the festivities look dramatically different
than years past.
The possible health risk of large gatherings has prompted the cancellation of the carnival golf tournament, dance/
beer garden, high school pool party, Sunday picnic and
more.
“With many of the events we classically sponsored not
able to work under the current directed health measures, we
decided to go in a different direction,” said Brad Stauffer,
Gretna Days Foundation president. “We still wanted to find
ways to give back to the community, even if we couldn’t in
the typical ways for the safety of the community.”
This year, Gretna Days will again kick off with the annual fireworks show, set for Friday around 9:45 p.m. The fireworks will be set off from a new location this year, northwest of Leo Royal Park.
Aside from the traditional fireworks show, most Gretna
Days events this year are new.
Additions include many contests that people are able to
participate in.
A Yard Decorating Contest invites residents to compete
for a $500 cash prize in three categories: Christmas in July,
Create a Dragon and 60th Anniversary Gretna Days Float.
“I think the house decorating contest will be really neat,”
Stauffer said. “People can drive around and look at them
and kind of come together as a community to see what people come up with.”
The Gretna Days Foundation is giving away about
$8,000 in cash or prizes during this year’s event.
Other contests include Driveway Chalk Art, Kids Coloring Contest, Dress Up Contest, online raffles and more.
Some contests are all ages while some are just for children.
“We tried to do a little mixture of everything, something
that would encompass the whole family,” Stauffer said.
Many contests require people to use social media to submit their entries.
“We know people are struggling a little bit this year
finding something to do, so we tried to come up with some
fun ideas people could do at home, but still participate,”
Stauffer said.
“Our main goal is always to give back to the community.
Rather than canceling things and just skipping to next year,
we really wanted to do something for the community.”
A virtual craft fair will also be held and the Gretna Days
Foundation is collecting photos for a video that will showcase Gretna Days over the years.
The Gretna Area Chamber of Commerce has reworked
its annual parade into a Gretna Days Cruise, set for Saturday.
“We all would have liked to have a regular event this
year and want to let people know we’re already starting to
plan for next year,” Stauffer said. “We’ll be back bigger and
maybe better than ever next year.”
For more information on the Gretna Days contests and
events, visit gretnadays.com.
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Gretna High School Principal Todd Mueller welcomes the Class of 2020 to its ﬁrst “COVID graduation”
Sunday at Gretna High School.
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Gretna High School hosted a modiﬁed graduation ceremony Sunday for the Class of 2020. Students and
their families socially distanced and were split into two ceremonies, according to last name, at 1 p.m. and
3 p.m.

Find more photos on Page 7.

Hillcrest creates safety windows for residents, families
By Cheyenne Alexis
Staff Writer

Hillcrest Health Services is working to open its doors
for visitors again. But until then, the facilities have invented a new tool that will help bring families and
friends closer.
Partnering with local B Douglas Construction Solutions, Hillcrest Health Services created Plexiglass safety
windows for outside the buildings.
These windows allow residents and their loved ones
to be closer than they have been since the COVID-19
pandemic forced Hillcrest to shut its buildings down to
visitors.
Liz Stratman, director of communications for Hillcrest Health Services, said the windows will “enhance
the visitor experience.”
“We think this is the safest option because you still
have to screen individuals with PPE (personal protective
equipment), they’ll practice social distancing and there’s
a solid Plexiglass in between,” she said.
Since March — when Hillcrest Health Services closed
to visitors — residents and their families have relied on
window visits, where they call each other on the phone
while looking through the windows in the buildings.
Though this has worked well for the past three
months, Stratman said it’s been difficult because the
windows are semi-tinted and people can only hear each
other over the phone.
“Instead of window visits, you actually get to see
your loved ones up close and hear them,” she said. “It’s
very exciting — we really believe that people will benefit
from seeing their loved ones in full view and it’s much
better than what we’ve been doing with window visits.”
The safety windows are set up outside of Hillcrest
Health Services buildings, including Hillcrest Silver
Ridge, which received its safety windows in recent
weeks.
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Thelma Mowinkel and her daughter visit using the new safety window at Hillcrest Silver Ridge on July 8.
Appointments are required for safety window visits
and can be scheduled by calling the main Hillcrest Silver
Ridge phone number: 402-332-4280.
Appointments will be available Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Visits will be limited to
30-minute increments to accommodate all requests and
one weekly visit per resident will be allowed to start. No
more than two visitors can visit a resident at one time
through the safety window.
“We’ll have a team member bring out their loved one
and place them behind the Plexiglass window,” Stratman said. “A team member would sit back a ways away

just to monitor the visit.
Stratman said Hillcrest is looking forward to the windows and easing visitors back into the buildings.
“We really think the safety windows will enhance the
visitor experience,” she said. “We can’t wait to eventually let people visit our buildings, but this is a really great
next step as we wait for the time we can open back up.”
Hillcrest Silver Ridge reserves the right to ask visitors
to leave if they are not following infection control and
visitation policies. The safety window and chairs will be
thoroughly disinfected between uses.
— Rachel George contributed to this report.
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