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GPS announces back-to-school plans
By Rachel George
Editor

The fall return to school was addressed in a letter
emailed today to Gretna Public Schools families.
Buildings are expected to open as planned Aug. 13
for “all students, all day, every day.”
In the letter, Superintendent Rich Beran addressed
concerns surrounding back-to-school amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“While we are very excited to welcome everyone
back, we understand fully this will not be a return to
normal,” said the letter. “Operating our schools safely
is our first concern. As we have throughout the pandemic, we look to our state and local health officials for
guidance. They are the medical experts. We are layering
in multiple safety protocols to protect the health of our
students and staff and to keep our buildings open. We
know the best educational option for all our students is
to be in our schools with our teachers. “
Per current directed health measures, the district will
ask parents to screen their children for temperature and

other symptoms including sneezing, coughing and sore
throat, communicating closely with their school. Thermal temperature screening of students will happen as
they enter the building.
The district has ordered cleaning supplies and hand
sanitizer and updated cleaning protocols. There will be
an increased frequency of hand washing and/or sanitizing.
Two masks will also be available for each student and
staff members.
“We understand there are many feelings about
masks,” said the email.
Current recommendations by the health department
state that when social distancing is possible, no mask is
need.
When in close contact for more than 15 minutes without social distancing, a mask is needed.
“If school were to start today, our staff would follow
this recommendation, and we would ask our students to
do the same,” said the email. “Your help is needed as we
prepare for a full opening. As has been the case throughout COVID-19, things change. We will not know until

later this summer exactly what the health department
recommendation will be or whether we will be under a
required Directed Health Measure. We understand that
wearing a mask may not be possible for every student,
and we will work individually with those families. We
also understand that it is not realistic to expect that every student will properly wear a mask all day. Our goal
is to encourage wearing face masks or cloth face coverings when appropriate or to the extent feasible.”
There will be short periods of time when wearing a
mask will be strongly encouraged, particularly times
when social distancing will not be possible, for example:
standing in line at lunch.
“Our goal is not just to open schools, but to keep them
open,” the email said.
There is a chance that GPS may have to resume remote learning, but district staff are thankful to work toward as normal an opening as possible.
The district advises that these recommendations can
change, and what things will look like come August are
uncertain, with further details to come as the school year
approaches.

Gretna couple adjusts wedding plans amidst pandemic
By Rachel George
Editor
Jennifer Davis knew she wasn’t alone
in her predicament.
Growing up in Gretna, Davis was
among many other brides, both locally
and nationwide, who were faced with
navigating wedding plans amidst a global health crisis and directives that limited
social gatherings.
“It’s definitely been a big change,”
said Davis, who got engaged to now-husband Matt Bova in January 2019. “We
were planning our wedding for a year
and-a-half until our actual wedding date.
Within the last three months, those plans
fell through.”
Davis said many groups formed on
Facebook almost immediately, creating a
community of women coming together to
work through plans and ideas.
“Our original guest list was around
250,” Davis said. “When COVID hit, it
was kind of an immediate stop. In March,
we were at a big crossroads, where we
could postpone the event even farther,
cancel and elope or try to do what we
could on the 20th and maybe postpone
the larger party.
“We want to be safe, but we definitely
don’t want to wait getting married.”
Following direction from a friend who
got married in April, the couple decided

4-H only
events to
proceed for
Sarpy Fair

There will be no Sarpy County
Fair this year due to the coronavirus.
Board President Rich Jansen said in an interview that the
board held an emergency meeting Thursday to discuss insuring
the event.
“I want to do what is right, my
main concern is public health,”
Jansen said.
He said on July 1, he received a
memo from the fair board’s insurance company stating the board
does not have liability insurance
for the coronavirus.
According to the Sarpy County Fair Board’s Facebook page,
there will not be any ticketed
events held in the Motor Sports
Complex or North Rodeo Arena.
This includes the truck and
tractor pulls, concert and demo
derby. All other Sarpy County
Fair events, including the extreme
bull riding and rodeo are cancelled.
The 4-H club exhibits for active
4-H participants and immediate
family are the only events not
canceled.
Jansen said the money saved
from this year’s fair will be put
toward next year’s fair.

to proceed with a traditional ceremony
at St. Patrick Catholic Church on June 20,
followed by the traditional photos and a
small reception with their wedding party
at Anthony’s Steakhouse.
The ceremony was shared via Facebook live stream for those who could not
attend.
“We were pretty lucky, where things
have gotten a little more relaxed,” Davis
said. “We rescheduled our full reception
until next May. Hopefully as things turn
toward the better — fingers crossed —
we’ll be able to have the event.”
Davis’ family also tried to provide a
sense of normalcy, adjusting a surprise
wedding shower to a drive by event for
friends and family to congratulate the
couple.
“I didn’t know what to expect but it
was an awesome surprise,” Davis said. “I
got to see so many people that I wasn’t
really expecting to see at all. It was pretty
heartbreaking knowing that some of my
coworkers, extended family and friends
wouldn’t be able to join on the wedding
day. They’re still showing all the love and
support in the world for us, which is so
awesome to see. Everyone’s really rallied
behind us.”
To brides still fine-tuning their wedding plans as the world navigates a global pandemic, Davis offered the following
tips:
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Jennifer Davis greets friends and family at her drive by wedding shower June 7.
• “Don’t turn away anybody offering
themselves to help. Planning a traditional
wedding and then trying to redo a wedding in three months is insane.”
• “Lean on your friends and family.
Remember, what’s important at the end
of the day is that you’re marrying your
significant other.”

• “Throw your expectations out the
window on what a wedding should be.
This takes a lot of pressure off your shoulders to have to do all the expected traditions. Everything you think is expected
or required as a wedding, you don’t have
to do. Make it your day and have fun as
much as you can.”

After 41 years, Jansen to retire from Sarpy County Fair Board
By Austin Plourde
Staff Writer
Sarpy County Fair Board
President Rich Jansen could never afford to go to the local fair as
a kid.
When Jansen got the chance
to be on the fair board in 1979, he
set out to improve the fair’s accessibility and entertainment for
everyone.
After serving 41 years on the
fair board, Jansen has decided
this year will be his last on the
board.
He said the amount of time
he has served on the fair board
is longer than some of the board
members have been alive.
“I really enjoyed it,” Jansen
said, “A lot of people get on the
board for personal gain but when
they get on that board, there’s no
personal gain whatsoever.”
The status of this year’s fair
due to the coronavirus has
caused Jansen to have mixed
feelings about retirement but he
said he is still leaning in that direction.
“It gets in your blood after a
while, just like me farming. Heck
I should be retired, but I’m not,”
Jansen said, “I always tell everybody that I’m going to die with
my boots on.”
In his 41 years on the fair
board, Jansen has seen growth
in all areas from the diversity of
the entertainment to the atten-

dance numbers.
He said 4-H clubs used to take
up around two-thirds of the fair
due to the large number of rural
people with livestock.
4-H participants used to get
paid out $14,000 and today the
fair pays around somewhere between $8 and $9,000 to the 4-H
kids.
Although the 4-H aspect leveled off over the years, the rest of
the fair has seen growth.
Since Jansen joined in 1979,
the tractor pull has tripled in size
and a demolition derby and beer
garden were added to the fair.
The attendance has also seen
tremendous growth.
“When I first got on, if we had
12- to 15,000 people, we thought
it was really a good year and
now you know, we’re up there
in that 65 to 80,000 range,” Jansen said.
Jansen attributes some of the
success of the fair to the growth
of Sarpy County.
“It was always a challenge for
me every year, if I can see somebody smile or say thanks, I was
paid in full,” Jansen said.
Running the Sarpy County
Fair was not a one man show
and Jansen said the most important part of his success running
the fair was his wife, Mary Ann.
“She was the one behind the
scenes helping me with all the
paperwork,” Jansen said, “She
made me look good.”
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Rich Jansen left, Sarpy Count Fair Board president, and his wife Mary
Ann have been involved with the Sarpy County Fair for over 40 years.
This year will Jansen’s last serving on the fair board.
Jansen does not plan to be a
stranger when it comes to the
Sarpy County Fair moving forward.
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“I think it’s time for me to
maybe sit on the sideline and enjoy the fair, you know, be on the
other side,” Jansen said.
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