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At least Jocelyn Allen’s ears are warm as she and other members of the
Papillion-La Vista South High School band march outside Thursday in
preparation for their trip to the Holiday Bowl in San Diego.

Band hopes NU goes to 1ts bowl

By KAREN SLOAN
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

The air was in the frosty
teens Thursday morning as the
Papillion-La Vista South High
School band marched through a
slick, snow-covered parking lot
playing a medley of holiday
tunes.

Trumpet valves froze up,
hands cramped and tennis shoes
slid on the icy pavement, but
thoughts of sunny San Diego
and a possible Holiday Bowl bid
for the Cornhuskers helped the
230 students to gut out the frigid
conditions.

The Titan marching band was
selected last year to play at the
Holiday Bowl in San Diego, but
it was not until the Cornhuskers
resoundingly defeated Colorado
last week that it became a possi-
bility that the football team
could be headed to California as
well.

A Holiday Bowl spokesman
said this week that both Ne-
braska and Oklahoma are in
contention for a bid. The bowl
pits a team from the Big 12
against a Pac-10 team. Selec-
tions will be announced Sunday.

Band director Bill Kellett and
his students are hoping Ne-

braska ends up at the Holiday
Bowl.

Titan junior and trumpet
player Adam Haynes is a huge
Husker fan but has never been
to a Nebraska game. He would
love his first to be at the Holi-
day Bowl, where the band will
be part of the halftime enter-
tainment.

“It’s really been the talk
around here,” Haynes said. “It
would be great to have a Ne-
braska band there to support the
team.”

The band will begin a 26-hour
bus ride to San Diego on the
afternoon of Christmas Day.

Once there, it will participate
against 16 other bands in a
marching competition on Dec.
27, march in the Holiday Bowl
Parade and play at halftime of
the Dec. 29 game. If the band
wins the competition, it will also
perform its Beethoven-themed
routine before the game.

The weeklong trip won’t be
all work, however. The students
will have the opportunity to go
to the beach, Universal Studios
and Knott’s Berry Farm amuse-
ment park in Los Angeles.

The Titan band was invited to

attend the Holiday Bowl after a
See Band: Page 2

Garl, 12,
got off

bus but

IS missing
M She was last seen
Tuesday at 20th and
Pinkney Streets, four
blocks from

her home.

By ToMm SHAW
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A 12-year-old north Omaha
girl last seen Tuesday remained
missing today.

Amber Harris was supposed
to go straight home after getting
off a school bus about 5:45 p.m.
Tuesday. But her family has not
heard from her.

Her father, Michael Harris,
said his daughter called him at 4
p.m. Tuesday on a friend’s cell
phone to say she was coming
home on the late bus from Bev-
eridge Magnet Center, 1616 S.
120th St.

She sometimes stays after
school to get
extra help on
assignments
or to help tu-
tor other stu-
dents, her fa-
ther said.
Amber is in
the seventh
grade.

“I told her
on the phone
to come
straight home,” Michael Harris
said. “Then it started getting
later and later and darker and
darker and she wasn’t home, so
we called the police.”

The bus left Beveridge at 4:30
p.m., said Omaha Public Schools
spokeswoman Luanne Nelson. A
videotape from the bus shows
Amber getting off the bus at
5:41 p.m., she said. That was at
20th and Pinkney Streets, which
is four blocks from Amber’s
home.

The bus stop she was sup-
posed to use is at Lothrop Mag-
net School at 24th and Pratt
Streets. The stop where Amber
got off the bus was actually two
blocks closer to her home in the
3200 block of North 16th Street.

Amber is about 4-foot-8,
weighs 120 pounds and was last
seen wearing light-blue jeans, a
black-and-white windbreaker
and K-Swiss shoes.

Her family says it’s not like
Amber to stay away from home
for so long. Michael Harris said
his daughter is told to come
home after school.

Michael Harris said he and
his wife were not angry with
Amber over anything, and they
have no reason to believe that
she would run away. Amber
lives at home with her father,
her mother, Melissa, as well as
two brothers and two sisters.

“We just went through
Thanksgiving, and everything
was fine,” he said. “When she
gets out of school she’s super
hungry, and she comes home for
a snack and to do her home-

See Missing: Page 2

Rainbow Rowell

Her column will resume Mondav.

BY VERONICA STICKNEY
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Shereen Salfity remembers
how the rumors made her
feel.

Angry. Stupid.

When classmates told lies
about her, the Sunset Hills El-
ementary sixth-grader wasn’t
sure how to handle it. She
didn’t know anything could be
done.

She does now.

Shereen, 11, spent the sum-
mer helping put together a
booklet with tips on how to
handle bullies, especially
those who engage in “rela-
tional aggression.” That is a

PHILJOHNSON/THE WORLD-HERALD
Shereen Salfity, left, shows her anti-bullying booklet to a friend, Ziada Karbowski, today at Sunset Hills
Elementary. Shereen was honored for her work. “I’ve seen a lot of bullying happen,” she said.

(irl writes anti-bullying story

type of bullying common
among fifth- through eighth-
grade girls that often involves
eye-rolling, gossip, exclusion
and teasing.

Standing up to the bully or
telling a trusted adult are both
good options, Shereen said.

The 32-page booklet offers
other ways to deal with rela-
tional aggression and includes
a list of Web sites and books to
turn to for help.

The bulk of the publication
is a story — written and illus-
trated by Shereen — about
three girls who bully one an-
other and a boy and teacher
who help them change their
behavior.

“I’'ve seen a lot of bullying
happen,” said Shereen, who
was honored during a presen-
tation at her school this morn-
ing. “I hope to help out some
people and send a message out
because (bullying) still hap-
pens everywhere, and it’s
wrong.”

Shereen was helped by Pat-
ricia Newman, a clinical child
psychologist, who last spring
visited several fifth- and
sixth-grade classes in the
Westside school district.

Newman heads a program
she started called RESPECT
(for Relationship Empower-
ment for Students, Parents,

See Bullying: Page 2

Fixed costs

key to

plan

for Medicaid

By MARTHA STODDARD
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Nebraska even-
tually will need a major restruc-
turing of its Medicaid program
to keep it affordable, according
to an overhaul plan completed
Thursday.

Nebraska most likely will
need to switch to a program in
which the state provides a fixed
amount of funding to pay for
health care for Medicaid recipi-
ents, according to the plan.

Such “defined contribution”
plans are among the newest
ideas for reining in the rising
costs of health coverage for
low-income children, families,
the disabled and the elderly.

“We want to emphasize that
the focus of reform is to serve
people in the most effective and
appropriate ways possible,” said
Dick Nelson, director of finance
and support for the Nebraska
Health and Human Services
System.

“This is a step in the right di-
rection to preserve Medicaid for
future generations,” he said.

The plan doesn’t call for radi-
cal change immediately. Rather,
it includes a mix of short- and
long-term recommendations.

In Nebraska, Medicaid has
grown from $57 million, or 6.9
percent of general fund appro-
priations, to $468 million, or 17.2
percent, over the past 20 years.

Projections show the cost
growing to $2.4 billion annually
by 2025.

The short-term solutions
could save Nebraska’s Medicaid

Talk about
Medicaid

The overhaul plan will be reviewed
by a citizen advisory panel
Wednesday.

The public can comment Dec. 15
at a public hearing before the
Legislature’s Health and Human
Services Committee.

program about $72 million in
their first full year of operation,
said Nelson, who helped put to-
gether the plan. About 42 per-
cent of that savings would come
from state general funds, the
rest from the federal govern-
ment.

A recommendation to em-
phasize assisted living and other
home and community-based
services for the elderly and dis-
abled — rather than nursing
home care — could produce
about half of the projected sav-
ings, he said.

Many people speaking at pub-
lic forums this fall urged such
changes to help people stay in
their homes and have better
quality of life.

Many also opposed switching
to a defined contribution plan,
saying that would amount to
health care rationing.

With defined contribution
plans, states decide how much
they will pay for the care of
those qualifying for Medicaid.
Patients then are given choices
in how to use that money. The
choices may include buying pri-

See Medicaid: Page 2

Mother keeps faith

in face of setbacks

By ELIZABETH AHLIN
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

When Yashika Johnson gets
frustrated with her life, she
turns to God.

“I think that’s the only thing
that keeps me going some-
times,” she said.

Johnson, mother to Sarah,
11, and Royalty, 2, is a college
graduate. She works for a tem-
porary employment agency
doing child care, but earning
$6 or $7 an hour a few days a
week isn’t enough to support
her children.

Johnson, 32, earned a bache-
lor’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska at Omaha
five years ago. After she grad-
uated, she moved to Arizona.

She found a job working for
the state but returned to Ne-
braska after only a year.

“It was kind of a lonely ex-
istence,” Johnson said. “Even
though I had a good job, I
couldn’t get used to it.”

She hasn’t been able to find
a steady job that makes use of
her education since she re-
turned.

GOODFELLOWS

"T Donations may be sent to:
World-Herald Goodfellows
World-Herald Square
Omaha, NE 68102
Or donate at
OMAHA.COM

oday's donations, Page 2

She wants to give Sarah a bi-
cycle when she turns 12 on
Dec. 16, but she’s also worried
about losing her minivan this
winter.

To help with holiday ex-
penses, she turned the Good-
fellows holiday food program.

“That’s a blessing for me
and my family right there,”
she said.

But Johnson doesn’t want
anyone to feel sorry for her.

“I watch the news, and it
makes my problems seem min-
ute. I know (God is) going to
take care of me and my kids.”

Through the end of the year,
Goodfellows is raising money
for its year-round emergency
assistance program and its
holidav food proeram.

By JoHN FERAK

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

ADAIR, Iowa — The town’s
water tower has a giant smiley
face painted on it. A wooden
billboard greets visitors head-
ing into town, “Welcome to Ad-
air, it’ll make you smile.”

On a chilly Thursday, warm
smiles were few, however. In-
stead, many residents wore
black suits and dark dresses.
They pinned green ribbons that
read “7Z-Man” to their lanels

A Marine Corps
honor guard
carries the
casket bearing
the body of Cpl.
Brian Zimmerline
from Adair-Casey
Community
School after his
funeral Thursday.

JEFF BUNDY/THE WORLD-HERALD

Marine’s death haunts Adair

Back safe from
Iraq, he dies
breaking up a fight
in his hometown.

At least 800 people packed
the basketball gymnasium of
Adair-Casey Community
School, where services for Cpl.
Brian Christian Zimmerline, a
hometown Marine, were held.

Zimmerline, 23, served two
tours of dutv in Iraa and re-

cently re-enlisted for four
more years.

Zimmerline died last Friday,
not at the hands of enemy in-
surgents, but as a result of a
fight outside a bar in his home-
town of 850, about 85 miles east
of Omaha.

“A single act of inhumanity,
a petty bar fight,” a close
friend, Marine Robert Rusnac,
told mourners at Thursday’s
funeral. “This is such a horri-
ble shock.”

See Marine: Page 2
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Two men arrested
in shooting death

Two Omaha men who al-
ready are in jail apparently
will face charges in connection
with last month’s shooting
death of Jerry M. Trecek.

Johnny W. Powers, 30, and
Bruce M. Schill, 19, were ar-
rested Thursday on suspicion
of first-degree murder and use
of a weapon to commit a fel-
ony.

Trecek, 42, of Omaha was
found dead shortly after 3:20
a.m. Nov. 21 just south of the
intersection of 60th and Center
Streets.

A blue 1982 Chevrolet van
was parked nearby at a
24-hour carwash. Omaha Po-
lice Sgt. Teresa Negron said
investigators determined that
Trecek went to the carwash to
meet someone.

When Powers and Schill ar-
rived, an altercation occurred,
resulting in Trecek’s being
shot and Kkilled.

Powers, who lives at 1265 S.
15th St., was already in jail
awaiting trial on charges of
felony flight to avoid arrest.
Schill, who lives at 4413 S.
32nd St., was in jail awaiting
trial on an armed robbery
charge. — Kevin Cole

Student expelled
for semester

The seventh-grade boy who
was suspended last month
after he brought a wooden
knife to school has been ex-
pelled for the rest of the se-
mester.

The boy, a Morton Middle
School student, told school of-
ficials that he carved the knife
for Boy Scouts. He said he
placed the knife in his pants
pocket the night before school
and didn’t realize it still was
there when he went to school
the next day, Nov. 16.

School officials recom-
mended a two-semester expul-
sion, said Luanne Nelson, a
spokeswoman for the Omaha
Public Schools. A hearing offi-
cer reduced the punishment to
the rest of the semester.

Nelson said the hearing offi-
cer considered the fact that it
was a wooden knife and was
part of a Boy Scout project.

“But bringing it to school
was still an infraction of the
student code of conduct,” she
said. — Bob Glissmann

Puma reported
near school

The report of a mountain
lion near a Bellevue elemen-
tary school this morning added
to the excitement generated
by six reported sightings at
Offutt Air Force Base on Mon-
day.

Mark Langan, vice presi-
dent of operations for the Ne-
braska Humane Society, said a
10-year-old girl reported see-
ing a mountain lion along the
tree line near Fairview Ele-
mentary, just east of Tregaron
Golf Course and southwest of
Offutt. The girl’s father called
Langan.

That reported sighting
brings the count to 47 that
have been called in to the Hu-
mane Society since Sept. 29 in
the Omaha area.

That total doesn’t include
six reported sightings at Off-
utt near military housing in
the area of 25th Street and
Capehart Road during the
morning hours this week.

— Abe Winter

Laptops touted
for inspectors

A $27,000 federal grant has
enabled Omaha’s code and zon-
ing inspectors to function
more efficiently with laptop
computers, Mayor Mike Fahey
said today.

The Department of Housing
and Urban Development grant
purchased 11 laptops that in-
spectors can use at inspection
sites and in their cars. They
will spend less time download-
ing digital photos and burning
them to discs in their City Hall
offices, Fahey said.

Kevin Denker, Omaha’s
chief code inspector, said the
laptops will allow them to do
much of that record-keeping in
their cars.

He said the laptops, which
already are in use, should save
each of 11 inspectors an hour a
day and will enable them to in-
spect more sites.

The grant also helped the
Planning Department, which
employs the inspectors, to buy
eight more digital cameras
and to improve some comput-
ers in the Planning Depart-
ment’s offices, Denker said.
—RickRuggles

Keno employee
gets probation

A former Big Red Keno em-
ployee was sentenced Thurs-
day to five years of probation
for her role in a scheme in
which workers at the Omaha
keno operation took money
after figuring out a glitch in
the game.

Douglas County District
Judge John Hartigan Jr. also
ordered Honoree J. McGinnis-
Hurt, 39, to pay $10,000 in res-
titution to Big Red Keno.

Her attorney, Christopher
Lathrop, said McGinnis-Hurt
has a gambling problem that
prompted the theft.

The Carter Lake woman was
one of four employees charged
in the scheme. The other three
are awaiting trial.

Prosecutors say they took
advantage of a glitch that al-
lowed them to place bets after
the first five keno balls had
dropped. —Todd Cooper

Car hits cruiser;
officer injured

An Omaha police officer
was taken to Methodist Hospi-
tal as a precaution Thursday
night after being involved in a
two-car accident near 13th and
Cass Streets.

Officer Andrew Passo said
the officer, whose name was
unavailable, was northbound
on 13th Street in a police
cruiser about 9:30 p.m. when
his car was struck by a Cadil-
lac that was westbound on
Cass Street.

Investigators determined
that the driver of the Cadillac
failed to yield for a red light,
Passo said. The Cadillac
driver, who was alone, refused
medical treatment.

The accident is under inves-
tigation. — Kevin Cole

Event to defray
transplant costs

A breakfast to help defray
medical expenses for Krystle
Quakenbush, who will receive
a kidney from her mother next
month, is scheduled from 8:30
a.m. to noon Sunday.

The fundraiser will be held
at the IBEW Union Hall, 13306
Stevens St.

Krystle, 22, is just out of col-
lege and works as a dental hy-
gienist. She receives dialysis
three times a week, four hours
each visit.

Shelley Camarillo, Krystle’s
mother, said the transplant is
scheduled for Jan. 4.

Admission is $5 for adults
and $3.50 for children ages 12
and under.

To make a donation to the
fundraiser, call Shelley Cama-
rillo at 981-1787. Donations
also are being accepted for
Krystle Quakenbush at any
U.S. Bank branch.

— Abe Winter

Council OKs pond
for Bluifs store

A pond will be the main out-
door feature of the Bluffs Bass
Pro Shops.

This week the City Council
signed off on the pond feature
east of the Bass Pro building.
The company had proposed a
large wetlands area at a lower
cost but decided to go with the
pond. — Tom Shaw

NEBRASKA

Students allegedly
had sex at school

LINCOLN — Two students
have been ticketed for public
indecency for allegedly having
sex in a hallway at Lincoln
Southeast High School while
about 15 other students
watched.

A 19-year-old man and

17-year-old girl were ticketed
Wednesday for the incident
that allegedly happened Tues-
day afternoon, said Officer
Katherine Finnell, a Lincoln
police spokeswoman.
A Lincoln Public Schools
spokeswoman said that the
students were punished but
that confidentiality rules pro-
hibited her from explaining
specific consequences. — AP

Bullying: Booklet has tips

Continuedfrom Page 1
Educators and Community
Through Theater). It uses the-
ater to teach students about
relational aggression, dating
violence, physical bullying and
peer pressure.

She plans to hand out Sher-
een’s booklet to elementary
and middle school students

who see the play on relational
aggression. About 30,000 cop-
ies were printed.

“These are lifelong issues,”
Newman said. “I hope (the
booklet) serves as a stimulus
for people to think about
things differently and talk
about them ”’

Court orders new sentence for sex offender

M An original prison term was based on a

tougher law that was passed after the crimes

were committed.

By LESLIE REED
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The Nebraska
Supreme Court today refused to
give the Douglas County Attor-
ney’s Office a second chance at
a plea bargain that turned out to
be a better deal than expected
for a convicted child molester.

Peter Alba, originally charged
in October 2003 as a repeat sex-
ual offender for sexual contact
with two children in 1997,
pleaded no contest to two counts

of first-offense sexual assault of
a child.

The judge, the prosecutor and
his public defender all thought
the crime was a Class II felony,
which carries a penalty of up to
50 years in prison.

Judge Michael Coffey sen-
tenced Alba, 63, to 15 to 25
years.

However, it turned out that
the crimes were committed in
January 1997, before a new law
toughening sentences for child
sexual assault was passed. At

that time, the crime carried a
penalty of no more than five
years in prison.

The Attorney General’s Of-
fice argued that Douglas County
prosecutors should be allowed
to re-negotiate the plea bargain
because of the “mutual mis-
take.”

But the Supreme Court de-
clined to overturn the plea bar-
gain and said Alba should be re-
sentenced based upon the lower
penalty range.

The unanimous opinion was
written by Judge Lindsey Mill-
er-Lerman.

Alba’s attorney, Casey Quinn,
said the sentence seemed
strange when he reviewed the
case after Alba contacted him
after being sentenced.

Quinn said he believes a dou-
ble mistake was made, because
it is first-degree sexual assault
on a child — which involves pen-
etration — that carries a penalty
of up to S0 years in prison.

Alba, however, pleaded no
contest to first-offense sexual
assault on a child — which in-
volves touching but not penetra-
tion. That offense carries a pen-
alty of up to five years in prison,
even under current law.

“I can see how they made this
error, I can see it plain as day,”
Quinn said.

Quinn said it’s rare for the
courts to make such a mistake.
He’s seen it only once before in
22 years as an attorney in Ne-
braska.

Regents want to rethink graduation rate targets

By BiLL HorD
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — University of
Nebraska regents on Thursday
postponed setting graduation
rate goals.

Regents said students’ differ-
ing circumstances should be

taken into account. Some gradu-
ate easily within six years, but
others work or serve long in-
ternships with the intention of
taking longer.

The board asked administra-
tors to offer ways to measure
graduation progress besides
comparing rates at the separate

campuses with peers.

The regents met to continue
yearlong strategic planning de-
signed to set goals, find ways to
measure progress and improve
accountability.

In an effort to attract top fac-
ulty, the regents set a goal of
achieving salary levels at the

midpoint of peers at all cam-
puses by 2009.

Doing that would cost about
$44 million more per year.

“The quality of the faculty di-
rectly relates to the salary they
are paid,” said Harold Maurer,
chancellor of the NU Medical
Center.

Marine: Iraq vet met death on hometown street

Continuedfrom Page 1

About 2:15 a.m. Thanksgiving
Day, after leaving a downtown
bar, Zimmerline noticed that
tempers had flared between two
friends on the town’s main
street. Zimmerline intervened,
trying to play peacemaker.

“He stepped between them,
and Brian got pushed,” family
spokesman Bob Rodgers of Ma-
son City, Iowa, told mourners.

“That led to a fall. He hit his
head and suffered a skull frac-
ture. This fall turned out to be
fatal,” Rodgers said.

“I’ve heard many people ask,
‘Why, why, why?’ I’'ve done it
myself. How could God let this
happen to us, how?”

Beau Reha, 23, who graduated
in 2001 with Zimmerline, was
arrested last week on suspicion
of involuntary manslaughter.
His family declined to comment
Thursday.

Adair County Attorney Clint
Hight predicted that it will be at
least a week before he decides
whether to file charges. Wit-
nesses are still being inter-
viewed.

At the funeral, Rodgers said
Zimmerline told him that he
joined the Marines because he
wanted his life to make a differ-
ence for others.

“Did he?” Rodgers asked. “I
say yes.”

Rodgers told the packed gym-
nasium that Zimmerline was an
organ donor, benefiting five se-
riously ill patients.

He told the crowd of Zimmer-
line’s dedication to his country.

In July 2002, Zimmerline en-
listed in the Marine Corps.

In 2004, he provided humani-
tarian aid to tsunami victims in
Indonesia and Sri Lanka. In
Iraq, he was a weapons special-
ist. He worked road security,

setting up roadblocks and
searching vehicles. He also
hunted for the “most wanted”
among Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime and helped capture a high-
ranking official.

In the coming months, Zim-
merline had planned to settle
into his new assignment: train-
ing Marine reservists in Des
Moines.

The Rev. Annette Kruse of
the United Methodist Church in
Anita, Iowa, urged mourners not
to be bitter or hateful.

“In the end, a tragic accident
made the difference,” Kruse
said, then addressed his parents:
“Kevin and Denise, you raised a
son who had a heart for people,
he found his place in the Ma-
rines, fighting for the rights and
peace of all people.”

After the funeral, classmate
Blake Schnormeier, 23, talked
about the loss of one of his best

friends.

“Brian was very well-liked.
There was not anybody who
didn’t like him,” he said.

“Beau, he was a good Kid,
t0o,” Schnormeier said of Reha,
another member from their
graduating class of about 35 stu-
dents. “He never meant to Kill
him. It happens. I’'m sad it hap-
pened. I miss him (Brian) a lot.”

Reha works at a fencing com-
pany north of Adair.

Marlene Wheatley, owner of
Hair Unlimited, said both Zim-
merline and Reha came from
good families.

“As a small town, we stick to-
gether very well in tragic situa-
tions like this,” she said. “Beau
and his family are getting a lot
of support. No fingers are being
pointed.

“It was an accident that you
can’t take back. After today, we
move forward.”

Missing: Girl, 12, hasn’t been seen since Tuesday

Continuedfrom Page 1
work. If she wanted to go to
someone’s house, she would
have come home first.”
After homework and chores,
he said, Amber has free time.
Her father said he didn’t like
Amber to wear makeup. He said
the bus video appears to show

Amber wiping makeup off her
face. To her family, that means
that she planned to go home be-
cause she likely would have left
the makeup on to hang out with
friends.

Police spokesman Chris Le-

Grow said this morning that po-
lice have no evidence to suggest

foul play was involved. He de-
clined to say what theory police
had for her disappearance.

Authorities are urging people
with information to contact in-
vestigators at 444-5600,
444-5636, or to call 911.

Michael Harris said the bus
video also shows a boy getting

off the bus at the same stop as
Amber.

He said police have inter-
viewed the boy. The boy said he
went in the opposite direction as
Amber. Amber was going to-
ward her home, according to her
father.

Band: Holiday Bowl bid for NU would be a bonus

Continuedfrom Page 1

recommendation was made to
the selection committee, Kellett
said. Though he does not know
who recommended the band,
college band directors and com-
panies that put on band compet-
itions typically do so.

Playing for Nebraska fans did
not factor into Kellett’s decision
to accept the invitation.

“I didn’t have any clue that
this was even a possibility until
a few days ago,” Kellett said.

If Nebraska is invited to the
Holiday Bowl, the trip could be-

come a family affair for Kellett,
whose sons Justin and Kyle both
play in the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln band.

Senior and drum major Jenna
Hamilton is excited about the
trip, regardless of whether the
Huskers go. Many members of

her extended family live in San
Diego.

“Some of them will come to
the parade, and some will come
to the game,” Hamilton said.
“Some of them have never seen
me play before.”

Medicaid: Major revisions to program proposed

Continuedfrom Page 1

vate health insurance or using
the money to pay directly for
care.

The risk is that the amount al-
located for health care could fall
short of an individual’s needs.
That would force the person to

either go without care or put the
financial burden on the low-in-
come person, the health care
provider or counties.

Nelson said the short-term
steps recommended in the plan
would not be enough to make
the Medicaid program fiscally

sustainable.

He said the report doesn’t
specifically call for adopting a
defined contribution plan, but
those are the only ones cur-
rently available that have fixed
costs.

The overhaul plan will be de-

livered to the Legislature and
the Governor’s Office today.

Nelson said the report calls
for legislation to enact the
short-term recommendations
and to continue the policy dis-
cussion about restructuring
Medicaid.

%
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Contributions today of $3,780
boost the 2005 Goodfellows total
to $89,026.80.

Balance Forward.......... $85,246.80
$1,000
Woodmen of the World/Omaha
Woodmen Life Insurance Society
$500
In memory of Hugh Sidey and Bob
McMorris, by Louis Gerdes Jr.

$250
Marcus Maydew

$200
Dennis and Lorraine Moench

$125
The Matthew Meisinger Trust Fund,
Louisville

$100
Larry & Debbi Josephson; Robert and
Elinor Hansen; Jane McGinty; Edward

Doug and Jean Larsen
$50

Steve and Debra Styers; Gerald
Smedley, Bellevue; in honor of Jenny,
by Dr. Bruce and Sharon Horacek; in
memory of Aunt Margaret and Uncle
Carl Boyner, by the Tom Lovgren Fam-
ily; in memory of parents, Fern and
Wilbur Kleck, by Tom and Jeaninne
Kleck Lovgren; in memory of parents,
Helen and W.T. (Bill) Lovgren, by Tom

Thomas and Theresa Homan

$25
Elizabeth Sgroi; Jean M. Sutherland;
Alan and Mary Sebastian; Monte and
Mary Campbell; in memory of George
and Joe Georgeff, by Laetitia J.
Georgeff

$20
Dale and Beth Van Gent; in honor of
Frank Riley, by Beverly J. Riley

$10

$300 and Lois Rengo, Bellevue; in memory  and Jeaninne Lovgren Jerome and Margaret Cave, Bellevue;
Bobcat of Omaha of Eloise and Penny Nielsen, by Dick $40 James Pasieka
$275 Nielsen Gordon and Dallas Wellensiek Today’s total ................. $3,780.00
Anonymous $75 $30 Total to date $89,026.80
@maha @orld- I-lerald @maha @ﬁﬂtﬂ‘ld’ﬁm‘ﬁld
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KILEYCRUSE/THE WORLD-HERALD
Three friends of Amber Harris — from left, Brittney Patterson, left, La’Terra Patterson and Tyshae Windom — were among about 100 peo-
ple at a candlelight vigil for the missing 12-year-old Tuesday at 20th and Pinkney Streets, where Amber was last seen Nov. 29.

andles glow for missing girl

Amber Harris tamily clings to hope that she’ll be found

By Kevin CoLE
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Standing beneath an umbrella with
tears rolling down her cheeks, Melissa
Harris issued a plea to her missing
daughter.

“I love you, Amber. I want you to
come home,” she said. “Mommy misses
you. Daddy misses you.”

Melissa Harris was speaking to her
12-year-old daughter, Amber Harris,
who has been missing since Nov. 29.

Amber was last seen that day step-
ping off a school bus about 5:45 p.m. at
the corner of 20th and Pinkney Streets,
four blocks from home. The seventh-
grader had taken the late bus home
from Beveridge Magnet Center, 1616

S. 120th St. to them soon.

About 100 people gathered at that
same corner at 5:30 p.m. for a candle-
light vigil. Fliers with Amber’s picture
were distributed, prayers were offered
and songs were sung.

Omaha attorney LaVon Stennis Wil-
liams presented the Harris family with
a $1,000 check to go into a reward fund
established last week by the family.

The $1,000 donation from the Delta
Epsilon Omega chapter of the Alpha
Kappa Alpha sorority increases the re-
ward for information leading to the lo-
cation of Amber to $2,000.

Donations can be made at any First
National Bank of Omaha branch.

Michael Harris, 40, said his family is
confident that Amber will be returned

belong.”

“We have hope, and we’re not giving
up,” he said. “Baby, we love you, and
we want you home with us where you

He said the two-week ordeal has

ally.

been “a roller coaster” of emotion, but
he was heartened by the “awesome”
turnout despite gusting winds and
driving rain.

Wesley Dacus, a teacher at Nathan
Hale Middle School, said he braved the
rain to attend the vigil even though he
doesn’t know the Harris family person-

“My sympathy goes out to their fam-
ily,” Dacus said. “I think it’s important
that the parents know we are with
them whether we know them or not.

See Amber: Page 2

Same-sex
couples
seek right
to marry

B Their suit argues
that lowa marriage

By MaRrioN RHODES
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

The floors in Tricia Moore’s
living and dining room are
spotless, the tables free of clut-
ter.

No toys are scattered around
the house.

All that, even though Moore,
37, is living with 14 children.

One of them is her grand-
daughter, 17-month-old Sade
Neal. Two of them are adopted.
The 11 others are Moore’s bio-
logical children.

Her oldest, Sade’s mother,
Mattice Mayo, is 20. Moore’s

law violates due

pI'OCGSS aIld equa_l youngest, DeAndre, is 19
. months old.

protectlon Moore is raising the children

on the money she makes at her

guarantees' seven-hour-a-week job clean-

ing houses for the elderly and
disabled and the child support
she receives from her sepa-
rated husband, who lives in
California.

Moore and her children
moved to Omaha four years
ago. They recently traded their
run-down, seven-bedroom, two-
bathroom Section 8 home for a
nicer five-bedroom, one-bath-
room house.

Myshi’Ka, 17, said most of
her siblings’ toys stayed at the
old house.

Six-year-old Alisa said she
now has only a doll house, a
Barbie doll and a toy car. Her
brother Derrick, 6, claimed
that he had no toys.

“I let my little brother have
my car, so for Christmas, I
wanna have Batman,” he said,
referring to the superhero ac-
tion figure.

Goodfellows will help the
family with a grocery voucher
for a holiday meal. The World-
Herald charity is raising
suing for the right to get money for its year-round emer-
married in Iowa. gency assistance program and

The lawsuit, filed Tuesday its holiday food program
in Polk County District through the end of the year.
Court, argues that a state law “I always like to cook for
denying same-sex marriage Thanksgiving and Christmas,”
violates the equal protection Moore said.
and due process provisions She said she is looking for-
of the Iowa Constitution. ward to turkey, ham, mashed

See Marriage: Page 2 potatoes and “store-boucht

By ELIZABETH AHLIN

WORLD-HERALD
STAFF WRITER

DES MOINES — Jennifer
BarbouRoske went into labor
eight weeks early before de-
livering daughter McKinley,
who had to go straight to the
neonatal intensive care unit.

BarbouRoske and her part-
ner, Dawn, sat together at
the hospital day after day,
waiting as the baby grew
stronger.

Soon it occurred to Dawn
BarbouRoske that she had no
legal right to see the baby or
participate in decisions re-
garding her medical care.

To the BarbouRoskes, that
experience seven years ago
brought home the impor-
tance to them of marriage.

They are one of six same-
sex couples, including one
from Council Bluffs, who are

14 kids are a housetul

JAMES R.BURNETT/THE WORLD-HERALD

Trisha Moore has 13 children, two of them adopted, and a granddaugh-
ter living with her. Moore holds her youngest child, DeAndre, 19

months.

GQPDF EIBJUE;:?"}NS
N\

may be sent to:
orld-Herald Goodfellows
World-Herald Square
Omaha, NE 68102

Or donate at
\_ OMAHA.COM

pies.”

Contributions today of $8,499
boost The World-Herald Good-
fellows total to $168,053.71.
Balance forward. ..... $159,554.71

$3,000
Boone Brothers Roofing.
$1,000

Billand Leona Kernen.

$500
In memory of Mike Drummy, by anony-
mous.

$360
John and Ruth Szarad.

$300
Fran and Louie Blumkin.

$250
Vann Realty Co.; in memory of Joe and
Marjorie Konopik, by Gene and Lois Ko-
nopik, Plattsmouth.

$200
LaRue Coffee; Barbara F. Lashinsky; Tom
and Pat Kielty.

$173
Emily, Anna, Carolyn and Laura Rouw.

In memory of Capt. Joel Eric Cahill, by
Martin, Anastasia and Eleonora Peter-
sen; in memory of Mary Colleen Totusek,
by Jeff Totusek.

$110
Matt, Kate and Beth.

$100

The Omaha Woman’s Club; Grace Ha-
rada; the McCann family; Les and
Heather Longmire, Holdrege; Mr. and
Mrs. Tim E. Witty, Elkhorn; anonymous,
Petersburg; anonymous, Schuyler; anon-
ymous.

$75
In memory of son Tjarbe, by John and
Trish Rand, Missouri Valley, lowa.

$51
Linda S. Mohr.

$50
Ronan and Carol Mickels; Rodney and
Gemma Smyser; Aloys Transfer Inc.,
West Point; in memory of Harlan and
Larry, by Vivian Norton, Imperial; in mem-
ory of cousin Sophie Amick, by Maggie,
Grace, Jack and Charlie Neary and Jo-
seph Houlihan; in honor of Jessie and
Snapper, by Wanda G. Jackson; in mem-
ory of Tom, by anonymous, Howells.

$35
Harriet O. Nutty.

$25
Stan and Judith Lessmann; Don and
Kathy Piksa; Bernadine Montgomery, Pa-
pillion; Mr. and Mrs. Alan Woofter, Impe-
rial; Doug and Pat Scott, Fremont; in
memory of Jackie Clark, by William Clark;
in memory of Boomer, by the Long chil-
dren; anonymous, Essex, lowa.

$20
Nell and Albert Wilson; Dean and Heloise
Bresley, Ord; Robert G. Smallfoot, Ne-
braska City; in memory of loved ones, by
anonymous, Schuyler.

$15
In memory of Pat Erlbacher, by anony-
mous, Honey Creek, lowa; anonymous,
Broken Bow.

$10
JoAnn Perron; Jeanne Edwards, Papillion;
Joe Baumert, Denver.

$

John J. Kersigo.

Today’stotal..........ce.... $8,499.00
Total to date - $168.053.71

Override
backs bill on
prostitution

M But a proposal to toughen penalties,
supported over Mayor Fahey’s objections,
still faces many obstacles in the Legislature.

By JosEPH MORTON
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Omaha has officially thrown
its support behind a proposal to
make felons out of habitual
prostitution offenders.

But the mayor continues to
oppose the measure, which
faces a number of obstacles in
the Nebraska Legislature.

The City Council voted S-2
Tuesday to override Mayor
Mike Fahey’s veto of its resolu-
tion supporting State Sen. John
Synowiecki’s bill. His proposal
would raise repeat prostitution
offenses, which are now misde-
meanors, to the level of felonies.

Synowiecki, of Omaha, plans
to introduce the legislation in
the session that starts in Janu-
ary.

“Our neighborhoods are suf-
fering,” Synowiecki told the
council, referring to the damage
that prostitution inflicts on an
area.

The bill has various factors
working against it, however.

This session of the Nebraska
Legislature will be a short one,
which can make it difficult to
get any bill passed. The prosti-
tution measure will go to the Ju-
diciary Committee, considered a

tough body to move legislation
through.

Committee Chairman Patrick
Bourne of Omaha said the panel
will take input at a hearing on
the bill.

“I certainly understand the
neighbors’ desire to do some-
thing,” Bourne said.

The proposal will have lots of
competition for lawmakers’
time. Hundreds of bills are in-
troduced every session, and this
year there will be debates on
topics such as tax cuts, schools
and sex offender residency.

Still, Councilman Jim Vokal
urged the council Tuesday to
support Synowiecki’s legisla-
tion. He said it would help ad-
dress a serious problem plagu-
ing parts of the city.

Fahey disagrees.

His chief of staff, Paul
Landow, said after Tuesday’s
meeting that turning prostitutes
and those soliciting their serv-
ices into felons is not a solution
to the problem.

“The long-term fix is drug
treatment, mental health coun-
seling and job training,” Landow
said.

The exact language in Syno-
wiecki’s bill is a work in pro-
See Prostitution: Page 2

Gingerbread passion

builds fragi

Passion.

For Eduardo Millan, it started
with the cover of a magazine.
He was 14 years old, at the gro-
cery store with his dad, waiting
in the checkout lane.

When Eduardo’s eyes landed
on the magazine, something in-
side of him stirred. He picked it
up, he couldn’t put it down. He
had to have it.

Fortunately, his dad agreed to
buy it for him — the holiday gin-
gerbread issue of McCall’s.

Fantasy.

That’s why you build ginger-
bread houses, says Eduardo,
now 37. As a child, he used to
wish he could shrink himself
small enough to climb inside a
gingerbread house and explore.

Now the gingerbread houses
he builds are so large and elabo-
rate that a child almost could.

Eduardo built his first house
the Christmas he bought the
magazine, 1982.

The house was sloppy and
crooked, and he iced on too
much snow. But Eduardo’s par-
ents thought it was wonderful.

They took lots of photos. They
made it their holiday center-
piece. His four brothers vied

le beauty

for the chance
to smash it
when the holi-
days were done.

Romance.

Gingerbread
is transient. It’s
fragile.

i  There’s some-
thing tragic, Ed-
uardo says,
about pouring
your heart into

a house, knowing that it won’t

last more than a few months.

Knowing that it will end up in

the trash. (It won’t even be

eaten.)

In the old days, at his family’s
house in San Diego, he couldn’t
even watch the house come
down. “I’d disappear for three
hours, and when I'd come back,
the house would be gone. No
questions asked.”

But knowing that his work is
born doomed just stokes Eduar-
do’s creative fires. (Those fires
are always burning. Eduardo
also paints, sings and acts in lo-
cal theater.) Every year is an
opportunity to make his houses

See Rainbow: Page 2

Rainbow
Rowell

The gingerbread
houses created by
Eduardo Millan,
above, grow more
elaborate each
year. This year’s,
left, was so big
that he had to
move the furniture
out of his dining
room to make it fit.

-----
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South High student
accused of assault

A male student at Omaha
South High School has been ar-
rested on suspicion of sexually
assaulting a female student.

Omaha police arrested the
male student Monday and
booked him into jail. He had
not been charged.

The 18-year-old, a junior at
South, is accused of sexually
assaulting a 17-year-old under
a stairwell after class let out
for the day. The incident oc-
curred after 3 p.m., police
said. The 17-year-old reported
the matter to a police officer
at the school the next morning.

The school staff immedi-
ately began an investigation,
said Omaha Public Schools
spokeswoman Luanne Nelson.

No witnesses had been
found, making the investiga-
tion more difficult, Nelson
said.

If a student is charged with
a crime, she said, the student
code of conduct requires ex-
pulsion.

The 18-year-old has not been
in class since the incident was
reported, Nelson said.

— Jennifer Greff
and Michaela Saunders

Blaze damages
Omaha home

A fire at an Omaha home
Tuesday caused more than
$100,000 in damage.

Steve Cormack and his wife,
Rocio, were in the house at
6906 N. S3rd St. when the fire
started in the basement. They
were outdoors when firefight-
ers arrived.

Steve Cormack was treated
for smoke inhalation at an
Omaha hospital before return-
ing to talk to firefighters. His
wife wasn’t hurt.

The fire, which was re-
ported shortly after 8:30 a.m.,
spread to the siding, Battalion
Chief Steve Ausdemore said.
Investigators were trying to
determine the cause of the
fire. Damage estimates were
$70,000 to the house’s struc-
ture and $35,000 to the con-
tents. — Abe Winter

Storm-tossed hound
lost in Bellevue

One of the 43 dogs brought
to Omaha for care after Hurri-
cane Katrina was seconds
from being secure in a Belle-
vue home.

But the 2-year-old hound
mix, named Maggie, bolted
from her new owners. Offi-
cials at the Nebraska Humane
Society, which cared for the
dog, are worried that it might
freeze to death.

“This was kind of a pet proj-
ect for people on our staff, so
we're worried sick about it,”
said Pam Wiese, spokeswoman
for the Humane Society.

The tan and black dog is thin
and probably couldn’t survive
too many days or nights out-
doors, Wiese said. The dog has
no ID tags but has a microchip.

Only one dog brought to
Omaha after the hurricane re-
mains at the Humane Society.
Forty-one dogs have either
been returned to their owners
or adopted.

If you have information on
Maggie, call the Humane Soci-
ety at 444-7800. — Abe Winter

Bond issue will
be on May ballot

Voters will be asked to ap-
prove a $103 million bond is-
sue under a series of ordi-
nances unanimously approved
Tuesday by the Omaha City
Council.

The ordinances authorize
the city to place the bond issue
before the voters in May.

Officials have described the
bonds as crucial to funding an
updated capital improvement
plan that includes sewer sepa-
ration projects, park renova-
tions and new road construc-
tion. — Joseph Morton

Cecil Hicks quits
mayor’s Cabinet

Cecil Hicks resigned as
Omaha’s city personnel direc-
tor Tuesday to return to pri-
vate industry at Woodmen of
the World Life Insurance Soci-
ety.

Hicks was part of the origi-
nal Cabinet assembled by
Mayor Mike Fahey in 2001. At
the time, Hicks was the high-

est ranking black in Fahey’s
Cabinet.

Woodmen, where he previ-
ously worked, approached him
to be director of operations
within its human resources de-
partment, Hicks said. Hicks
and his wife are expecting
their first child.

Fahey plans to name an act-
ing director for the Human
Resources Department in Jan-
uary.

— C. David Kotok

Search is on for
dog that bit boy

The Nebraska Humane Soci-
ety is asking for the public’s
help in locating a dog that bit a
12-year-old boy Sunday night.

According to police, the boy
was playing with his brothers
in the backyard of his house
near 45th and Fort Streets
when a dog attacked him.

The dog was in the hedges
and the other boys ran, but Eli-
jah Miller, who is partially
blind and partially deaf, didn’t
hear the dog.

Tiffany Miller said her son
had to get more than 30
stitches on his face.

Mark Langan, vice presi-
dent of operations for the Ne-
braska Humane Society, said
animal control officers are
looking for the black and
brown dog of an unknown
breed. If the dog isn’t found in
10 days, Elijah will have to get
rabies shots.

Those with information
about the dog should call the
Humane Society at 444-7800.
— Jason Kuiper

NEBRASKA

Web site brings
holiday to troops

A Web site aimed at spread-
ing holiday cheer to Nebraska
troops serving overseas was
launched Tuesday by U.S. Sen.
Ben Nelson.

The site will host video
greetings to the troops from
family, friends and commu-
nity members. Individuals can
either e-mail a video greeting
or stop by Nelson’s Omaha of-
fice, where staff members can
record a greeting and post it
on the site.

“With all the debate in
Washington over when to
bring the troops home, we
wanted to bring some of home
to the troops overseas,” said
David DiMartino, a spokesman
for the Democratic senator.

The site can be found at
http://bennelson.senate.gov/
hometownstoheroes/
index.cfm. Nelson’s Omaha of-
fice, at 7602 Pacific St., will
film greetings until Jan. 1S.
Anyone interested is asked to
stop by Monday through Fri-
day, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

— Tim Elfrink

Accountability
sought in lab mess

DES MOINES — State offi-
cials said they are working to
determine who is to blame for
the conditions that led to fro-
zen pipes and $250,000 in wa-
ter damage at Iowa’s new
crime lab.

The $52 million laboratory
complex opened in June on the
Ankeny campus of Des Moines
Area Community College. Last
Wednesday, water pipes froze
and burst in two of the five
buildings.

The metrology lab — a
weights and measures facility
used by the State Department
of Agriculture — and a build-
ing used by the Iowa Depart-
ment of Public Safety for
criminal investigations had
water damage, said Deb Madi-
son-Levi, an Iowa Department
of Administrative Services
spokeswoman.

Earl Walls and Associates of
San Diego served as a labora-
tory consultant for the prelim-
inary design of the complex.

A joint venture between
HDR Inc. of Omaha, Rock Is-
land, Ill.-based KJWW Engi-
neering Consultants and Cedar
Rapids-based Shive-Hattery
Inc. provided the architectural
and structural, mechanical
and electrical and civil engi-
neering services for the
175,000-square-foot complex,
Madison-Levi said.

A spokesman for Shive Hat-
tery referred questions about
the project to HDR. Calls to
the company were not immedi-
ately returned Tuesday. — AP

The Record

MARRIAGE LICENSES

DOUGLAS COUNTY

M Tien M. Le, 46, and Chi X. Huynh, 46.

M Ryan J. Butler, 25, and Brandie M.
Dunn, 23.

M Doran J. Post, 37, and Mary S. Glea-
son, 38.

M Michael A. Ballard, 49, and Jami E.
Pollock, 29.

M Dale E. Leimbach, 52, and Rebecca
S. Harnack, 46.

M David F. Preston Jr., 19, and Kymbe-
lie A. Bennett, 19.

M Nicholas R. Petrick, 24, and Amy J.
Kohls, 21.

M Matthew B. Boehm, 24, and Kendra
D. Weigelt, 23.

M Doni G. Harris, 38, and Alissa L.
Axford, 24.

B Roman Mejia Dimayuga, 22, and
Anayeli Vargas Perez, 18.

H James B. Anderson, 74, and Judy M.
Baumgart, 56.

M Jaime A. Hernandez, 43, and Xenia E.
Polanco, 23.

M David A. Corbin, 37, and Cheryl L.
Whitney, 41.

M Grant S. M. Foster, 22, and Sarah M.
Lanphier, 22.

M Terry L. Klahr, 50, and Celmira Orte-
ga-Decuenca, 49.

M Anthony D. Bachmann, 19, and Liza-
beth A. Morrissey, 20.

M Charles T. Shrum, 27, and Jacquelyn
S. Davis, 30.

M Jose G. Barragan Diaz, 24, and Ana L.
Agular Cisneros, 20.

H Donald K. W. Logan, 46, and Therese
J. Smiley, 41.

M James W. Basile, 41, and Sheila S.
Pedersen, 50.

M Terrelle L. Marion, 20, and KayLisha
L. Taylor, 19.

M Jose A. Martinez, 29, and Maria de
Lourdes Reyes-Juarez, 19.

B Christopher G. Johnson, 27, and Ke-
bra J. Miller, 24.

M Tyrie L. Fant, 30, and Kamilah S. Cun-
ningham, 28.

M Jose M. Ruelas, 79, and Valeria S.
Moreno, 50.

M Larry J. Patton, 48, and Amy L. Hoile,
27.

M Cory C. Hurt, 23, and Nora R. Jacinto,
30.

M Kurt R. Krueger, 39, and Ambar I. Hi-
dalgo Gonzalez, 31.

SENTENCINGS

jail sentences or probation.

furnish information.

to a city official.

Listing includes fines of $100 or more,

DOUGLAS COUNTY COURT

M Jacob Palermo, 21, 2007 Grandview
Ave., Bellevue, $150 fine for posses-
sion of marijuana, one ounce or less;
possession of drug paraphernalia.

M Timothy J. Cubrich, 19, 1032 Homer
St., $300 fine for negligent driving.

M Travis L. Schuppan, 24,1110 N. 29th
St., $600 fine, one month in jail for sec-
ond-offense driving under the influence
of alcohol; possession of marijuana,
one ounce or less.

M Yun H. Howard, 55, 640 N. 46th St.,
$100 fine for leaving accident, failure to

M Joshua D. Sinsheimer, 20, 667 N.
59th St., $200 fine for minor in posses-
sion of alcohol, giving false information

M Lawrence Richardson, 56, 3014 N.
28th Ave., three months in jail for violat-
ing protection order, damage to prop-
erty, disorderly conduct.

M Calvin C. Kendricks, 46, 3162 Arca-
dia St., one month in jail for driving dur-

ing suspension.

Fremont again to ask voters
for bond 1ssue on water park

By MaRrioN RHODES
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

FREMONT, Neb. — Fremont
residents will be asked again in
February to approve a bond is-
sue for a water park.

The Fremont City Council on
Tuesday unanimously approved
a special election Feb. 14 for a
proposed Family Fun Pool that
would cost between $4.4 million
and $4.8 million, the maximum
amount of bonds that would be
issued.

About 60 people packed inside
the council chambers, and nine
audience members spoke on the
topic. Their comments repre-
sented the split in the commu-
nity over the pool issue.

While some say Fremont
doesn’t need a large water park,
others say the city’s existing Ro-
nin Pool isn’t attractive to chil-
dren, leaving the facility with
dwindling attendance as mainte-
nance costs soar.

A $3.9 million bond issue for a
proposed water park was de-
feated in 2004 by 1,432 votes,
with a margin of 57 to 43 per-

cent.

Although the new bond issue
will be higher due to increased
fuel and construction costs, its
property tax impact would be
lower because the city’s prop-
erty tax base has increased,
according to information from a
committee of volunteers who
worked on the pool plan.

The owner of a $100,000 house
would pay about $30 a year for
20 years for the pool, about $2
less than with the previous bond
issue.

The pool committee has
raised $15,000 in private funds
to cover the cost of the special
election. Committee chairman
Chuck Johannsen said a special
election in February, as opposed
to the May primary election,
would allow the pool to open in
2007 instead of 2008 because
construction could start earlier.

The Fremont Area Commu-
nity Foundation has approved a
$100,000 grant to help pay for
the construction of the Family
Fun Pool should the bond issue
pass.

Prostitution: Bill wording still being worked out

Continuedfrom Page 1

gress. The most recent draft
would make prostitution and its
solicitation a felony after an of-
fender’s third conviction.

Councilman Franklin Thomp-
son voted for the override only
after receiving assurances from
Synowiecki that he will look at
revising the bill and make the
fifth offense, not the third, into
a felony.

Synowiecki said after the

council meeting that he plans to
make that change to the bill.

Vokal and Councilmen Dan
Welch, Garry Gernandt and
Chuck Sigerson also supported
the override. Councilmen Frank
Brown and Jim Suttle voted
against it.

Brown said he voted against
the override because Syno-
wiecki does not have funding
lined up for rehabilitation of of-
fenders.

The council also voted Tues-

day 6-1 to support legislation
that would allow the city to seize
vehicles used to solicit prostitu-
tion. Brown was the only coun-
cilman to vote against it.

Fahey has yet to decide
whether to veto the council’s
support of the towing proposal,
but it could be included in Syno-
wiecki’s bill.

Synowiecki said he will be
looking for money for drug
treatment and rehabilitation. He
said he hopes that by the time

the bill is introduced, he will
have Fahey’s support.

Landow said the mayor is ea-
ger to work with Synowiecki on
finding state funding for treat-
ment but will not support legis-
lation that raises prostitution of-
fenses to the level of a felony.

In Iowa, prostitution is an ag-
gravated misdemeanor punish-
able by up to two years in
prison. The level of the offense
does not change with multiple
convictions.

Amber: Family thanks all who have helped search

Continuedfrom Page 1
This is about all of us.”

Melissa Harris, 42, thanked
all those who have aided the
search for her daughter, espe-
cially the police.

“I want to thank the Omaha

Police Department for the all
the work and overtime they
have put in,” she said. “They are
to be commended.”

The search will go on, Melissa
Harris said, no matter the
weather or length of time her

daughter is missing.

“I’m exhausted, but we have
to keep going,” she said. “There
could be a blizzard out here and
we’d go on.”

Amber Harris is 4-foot-8,
weighs 120 pounds and was last

seen wearing light blue jeans, a
black and white windbreaker
and K-Swiss shoes.

Anyone with information
about her whereabouts should
call investigators at 444-5600 or
444-5636, or call 911.

Marriage: Six gay couples file suit in

Continuedfrom Page 1

“This case 1is exclusively
about going to a government
clerk and asking for a license to
marry the person you love and
want to spend your life with,”
said attorney Camilla Taylor,
who represents the couples.

“This case is about govern-
ment’s obligation to treat every-
body fairly.”

Taylor is a staff attorney for
Lambda Legal, a national gay-
rights group.

Three of the couples spoke at
a press conference in Des
Moines about their reasons for
joining the lawsuit.

They said although they want
recognition for their long-term
relationships, they also want
government agencies, insurance
companies, hospitals and em-
ployers, among others, to pro-
vide benefits equal to those of-
fered to heterosexual couples.

“I just really want to be able

to protect my future family,”
said 31-year-old Reva Evans, a
substance abuse counselor from
Council Bluffs. “We believe that
we should be treated fairly, like
all other couples that are cur-
rently legally married.”

Evans and her partner, Ingrid
Olson, 27, have been together
for nearly eight years.

The other couples in the law-
suit are from Urbandale, Cedar
Rapids, Decorah, Iowa City and
Sioux City.

Former Iowa Solicitor Gen-
eral Dennis Johnson also is rep-
resenting the couples. Johnson
said he expects the case to
reach the Iowa Supreme Court.

The Iowa Family Policy Cen-
ter said the lawsuit is an attempt
to circumvent the will of the
people.

“It’s obvious from the interest
and attention around the coun-
try that everyday citizens care
deeply about this issue and want

the opportunity to vote on it,”
said Chuck Hurley, the organiz-
ation’s president.

“It’s not something that a few,
frankly, autocratic, historically
out-of-touch judges should be al-
lowed to foist on the millions
and millions of regular folks
who care deeply about their
families. That’s what Massachu-
setts did. Now Lambda’s asking
the Iowa Supreme Court to do
the same.”

Iowans may get a chance to
vote on the issue, but not for
more than a year.

A bill that would allow voters
to consider a constitutional
amendment banning same-sex
marriage passed in the Iowa
House this year. But before it
can be put before voters, the bill
must pass two General Assem-
blies. The Iowa Senate rejected
a similar amendment in 2004.

Iowa Senate Democratic
leader Mike Gronstal of Council

Des Moines

Bluffs said although he opposes
same-sex marriage and thinks
most Iowans oppose it as well,
the current law is sufficient.

“I am confident that the
courts will uphold the current
law,” Gronstal said in a state-
ment. “No further legislative ac-
tion is necessary at this time.”

Nebraska voters in 2000 ap-
proved a constitutional amend-
ment banning marriage and
civil unions for same-sex cou-
ples. U.S. District Judge Joseph
Bataillon overturned the amend-
ment, and that ruling is on ap-
peal.

Bataillon’s ruling did nothing
to change the status of gay mar-
riage in Nebraska. It was not al-
lowed before the ban’s adoption,
and it remains against the law.

Lambda Legal is working on
similar lawsuits in California,
New Jersey, New York and
Washington.

Rainbow: Gingerbread houses grow elaborate

Continued from Page 1
bigger, more fantastic, more
perfect.

That’s what this year’s house
is. Perfect.

And huge. He had to move the
furniture out of his dining room
to make room for it.

Eduardo has been fine-tuning
his gingerbread and icing reci-
pes for 23 years. His ginger-
bread walls are perfectly
straight. All 66 windows are
glazed and square.

You can’t find a recipe or a
blueprint to build a house like
this. Eduardo adjusts his tech-
nique every year, based on trial
and error. (Find his treasured
gingerbread recipe at
Omaha.com.)

His houses were relatively

simple until 1986. That year, he
was so taken by a house he saw

in a magazine — it was a ginger-
bread house contest winner —
that he tracked down the winner
and called to ask for advice.

She was surprised to get a
long-distance phone call from
an 18-year-old guy, asking about
gingerbread. But when she real-
ized that Eduardo was sincere,
she started sharing trade se-
crets.

Emboldened by her advice,
Eduardo got ambitious in 1987.
His houses since then all look as
if they could be found in the
same spectacular neighbor-
hood.

There are towers, double
porches, balconies and showy
stained-glass bay windows.

He starts planning his holiday
house, sketching and making
templates, as early as Septem-
ber. The actual baking takes

place the Friday after Thanks-
giving.

This year, he worked from
7 a.m. to midnight that day, then
every hour he had available for
the next week and a half.

It wasn’t enough. Next year,
he says, he’s going to take time
off from his job as a technical
support analyst at First Na-
tional Bank so that he has six so-
lid days to work.

Tradition.

Eduardo has no sense of time
passing when he’s putting the
house together. He even forgets
to eat (which is something, con-
sidering how good his house
smells, like cinnamon and gin-
ger).

His mother used to bring him
lunch. She would hold a plate of
Thanksgiving leftovers under
his nose until he snapped out of
his creative fog.

Working on the house feels
like painting or sculpting, Edu-
ardo says. As he works, he
thinks of all the houses that
have come before, all the
Christmases.

When the house is done, it
stays in his dining room. Edu-
ardo has never considered en-
tering his work into a ginger-
bread show. He’s afraid it would
break.

He does invite friends to see
it, and he sends photos home to
his parents.

Before one year’s house is
done, he starts thinking about
what he will do with his next
house, how he can make it big-
ger and more beautiful.

There will always be a next
house.

“When you’ve nurtured a pas-
sion this long,” he says, “it just
becomes a part of you.”

The G) that hasn’t changed.

(]') First National Bank

firstnational.com
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FIVE DAY FORECAST FOR THE METRO AREA

Today Saturda Sunday Monday Tuesday
Mostly cloudy Times of sun and clouds Chance of a shower Clouds break for sun Clouds and limited sun
42° 45°/27° 46°/28° 48°/25° 48°/24°

Wind: NW at 12-25 mph
Sunrise 7:49 a.m.

Wind: SSE at 4-8 mph
Sunrise 7:49 a.m.
Sunset 5:04 p.m.

kg

F

Wind: ESE at 12-25 mph
Sunrise 7:50 a.m.
Sunset 5:05 p.m.

Wind: WNW at 10-20 mph
Sunrise 7:50 a.m.
Sunset 5:06 p.m.

b
b

—

Wind: ESE at 12-25 mph
Sunrise 7:50 a.m.
Sunset 5:07 p.m.

k.
R

P

N

REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST

Nebraska Panhandle: Partly sunny and
breezy today. Partly cloudy tonight. Breezy
and turning warmer tomorrow with a mix-
ture of clouds and sunshine. Times of
clouds and sunshine Sunday.

South-Central Nebraska: Mostly cloudy
and mild today. Partly cloudy tonight. Partly
sunny, breezy and mild tomorrow. Clouds
and some sunshine Sunday with a couple
of showers possible.

North-Central Nebraska: Mostly cloudy
today. Partly cloudy tonight. Breezy and
milder tomorrow with partial sunshine.
Considerable cloudiness Sunday with
some snow or flurries possible.

Southeast Nebraska: Mostly cloudy today
with a mild afternoon. Becoming partly
cloudy tonight. Times of clouds and sun-
shine tomorrow; mild. Rather cloudy
Sunday with a shower possible.

Northeast Nebraska: Mostly cloudy today
with a few flurries. Becoming partly cloudy
tonight. Breezy and mild tomorrow with
times of clouds and sunshine. A shower
possible Sunday; mostly cloudy.

MOON PHASES MIDLANDS CITIES FORECAS

New First Full Last
Dec 30 Jan 6 Jan 14  Jan 22
®
AccuWeather.com

ooy Mysterdayis blebraghalipwack

N 27 - High:54° at
Q s
Y

All maps and fore-
casts provided by = =
AccuWeather, Inc.

7 dl

©2005

Fri. Sat.
City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
Alliance 42 17 pc 54 23 pc
Ames 39 25 ¢ 39 24 pc
Cedar Rapids 38 25 r 38 24 pc
Columbus 45 17 ¢ 47 23 pc
Des Moines 41 27 ¢ 42 27 pc
Falls City 46 24 c 48 33 pc
Grand Island 47 21 ¢ 47 25 pc

NATIONAL WEATHER FORECAST

- clouds
~ ashower poséil,!ie".

Fri. Sat.
City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
Imperial 49 23 ¢ 50 25 pc
Kearney 48 21 ¢ 48 24 pc
Lincoln 46 20 ¢ 47 25 pc
Mason City 36 24 ¢ 33 22 pc
McCook 55 17 ¢ 54 24 pc
Norfolk 42 19 ¢ 40 24 pc
North Platte 48 14 c 48 22 pc

r nd mild tomo Ui
sunshine. Mostly cloudy

Fri. Sat.
City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
Pierre 39 21 ¢ 39 21 pc
Rapid City 43 20 pc 42 23 pc
Scottsbluff 46 22 pc 54 26 pc
Sidney 44 19 pc 53 25 pc
Sioux City 39 18 sn 38 23 pc
Sioux Falls 34 18 sn 32 18 pc
Valentine 41 18 ¢ 46 23 pc

Shown is today’s weather.
Temperatures are today’s highs
and tonight’s lows.

ROAD REPORTS

Dial 511 or these numbers:

Nebraska 800-906-9069
lowa 800-288-1047
Colorado 877-315-7623
Missouri 800-222-6400
Kansas 866-511-5368

South Dakota 866-697-3511

-10s -0s 10s 40s

60s 70s

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands indicate highs for the day.

[ Showers
T-storms
E%] Rain == Cold
Fi™d Flurries gl Warm

Snow '
Ice Byl Stationary

Fronts

Forecast high/low temperatures are shown for selected cities.

National Extremes
High: 88° at Laredo, TX
Low: 9° at Gunnison, CO

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
Albuquerque 53 32 s 59 35 pc
Anchorage 30 20 pc 30 20 sf
Austin 70 37 pc 72 50 s
Atlanta 60 46 s 60 42 pc
Atlantic City 50 27 pc 44 32 r
Baltimore 50 30 pc 46 34 r
Billings 38 23 pc 48 30 c
Bismarck 33 19 sn 32 13 pc
Boston 46 28 r 38 30 sn
Brownsville 84 61 pc 80 64 pc
Buffalo 32 24 ¢ 34 26 sn
Casper 39 32 pc 50 30 pc
Cheyenne 42 27 pc 54 29 pc

Charleston, SC 63 42 s 69 42 sh

Charleston, WV 46 36 c 48 31 r
Charlotte 58 40 s 60 38 sh
Chicago 38 32 r 38 28 sf
Cincinnati 49 36 ¢ 44 28 r
Columbia, MO 48 31 r 47 33 pc
Dallas 68 40 pc 73 55 s
Denver 47 25 pc 60 30 pc
Detroit 36 30 ¢ 36 28 sn
Duluth 25 22 sn 27 16 ¢

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
El Paso 64 40 s 67 44 pc
Eugene 53 44 r 50 40 sh
Fairbanks 6 -10s 1 -12 c
Flagstaff 52 26 pc 47 32 sh
Fargo 29 17 sn 26 15 ¢
Green Bay 32 27 sn 35 21 sf
Helena 35 23 pc 43 20 c
Honolulu 82 68 s 82 70 pc
Houston 76 48 pc 72 52 s
Indianapolis 48 34 sh 40 28 sn
Juneau 38 30 r 37 28 sn
Kansas City 50 28 ¢ 48 36 pc
Las Vegas 60 44 pc 60 47 sh
Little Rock 65 38 sh 63 45 s
Los Angeles 66 52 ¢ 64 52 r
Louisville 48 38 c 49 34 r
Memphis 60 43 sh 60 46 pc
Miami 76 64 s 80 67 s
Milwaukee 35 31 sn 37 26 sf
Minneapolis 31 25 sn 33 20 c
Nashville 58 39 sh 52 33 pc

New Orleans 74 57 pc 72 60 c

New York 48 34

pc 42 36 r

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
Norfolk 51 36 s 56 40 r
Oklahoma City 60 34 pc 62 42 s
Orlando 72 50 s 78 60 s
Philadelphia 50 32 pc 46 36 r
Phoenix 72 42 pc 72 47 pc
Pittsburgh 38 32 pc 43 32 sn

Portland, ME 41 17 r 30 20 pc
Portland, OR 50 44 r 49 42 sh

Reno 52 39 sh 52 31 r
Sacramento 54 51 56 49 sh
St. Joseph 46 26 47 32 pc
St. Louis 49 34 49 34 pc

Salt Lake City 45 34
San Antonio 73 43

47 33 r
74 56 s

O(ﬂ"'c"'g(l)""(')"(ﬂ
(2]
@

San Diego 65 54 56 r
San Francisco 59 55 58 52 sh
Santa Fe 51 25 pc 54 28 pc
Seattle 48 42 49 40 sh
Tampa 72 56 76 60 s
Topeka 50 25 49 35 pc
Tucson 72 42 pc 72 47 pc
Washington, DC 52 34 pc 48 36 r
Wichita 56 28 ¢ 55 37 s

REAL FEEL TEMP®

The exclusive AccuWeather composite index of
effective temperature based on eight weather
factors.
Highest today
Highest Saturday
Highest Sunday .........cccccvcviiennne
Highest Monday ... .
Highest Tuesday ..........ccccoceeriunne

LOCAL ALMANAC

Omaha tHrougH 9 p.m. yesterday

Temperature

High e 36°
Low ......... 32°
Normal high .. 32°
Normal oW ......cccoecvveviieciieiienee, 13°
Record high ... .61°1in 1999
Record low .......cccceeeens -20°in 1917
Hourly Almanac

Time Temp *RH  Wind | Time Temp RH  Wind
5p 36° 89 N7[5a 32° 100 SW7
6p 33 95 N6|6a 32° 100 SW3
7p 33 95 NNW7(|7a 32° 95 S6
8p 35° 92 N8 [8a 32° 100 SE9
9p 35° 92 N10[9a 32° 100 SSE12
10p 35° 92 NNW7([10a 32° 100 SSE10
11p 35° 92 NNW8|11a 33° 100 SSE14
Mid. 34° 96 NNW6 [ Noon 33° 100 SSE13
1a 33 95 N7[1p 34° 96 SSE14
2a 33 95 NW5|2p 35° 92 SSE12
3a 33 95 CLMO|3p 35° 95 SSE16
4a 32° 100 SSW3l4p 35° 92 SE14
*RH- Relative Humidity

Precipitation

24 hrs ending 9 p.m. ........cc.... 0.04”
Month to date .......... 0.81”
Normal month to date 0.88”
Year to date ................ . 23.43”
Normal year to date ................ 30.18”

HEATING DEGREE DAYS

Index of fuel consumption indicating how
many degrees the average temperature fell
below 65 degrees for the day.

Yesterday
Season to date

Normal season to date . ... 2426
Last year season to date ................ 2086
RIVER LEVELS

City Flood  Wed. Yest.
S. Sioux City 30 9.53 9.46
Decatur 35 16.88 16.89
Blair 29 10.18 10.17
Omaha 29 10.74 10.71
Plattsmouth 26 12.27 12.45
Nebraska City 18 5.44 5.49
Gavins Pt. 1208 1208.30 1208.30
WORLD CITIES

Fri Sat

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
Amsterdam 32 32 sn 43 42 sh
Baghdad 61 41 s 65 42 s
Beijing 38 28 pc 29 21 sn
Berlin 25 20 pc 32 27 sf
Cancun 84 66 s 81 70 pc
Dublin 53 38 r 44 35 sh
Frankfurt 25 22 pc 37 27 sh
Jerusalem 64 48 pc 66 46 pc
Kingston 84 73 sh 87 76 pc
London 38 38 sn 42 39 sh
Madrid 51 36 sh 45 38 sh
Mexico City 73 43 pc 72 44 pc
Montreal 26 2 sf 20 14 pc
Moscow 33 24 i 30 21 ¢
Paris 36 34 sn 46 36 sh
Rio de Janeiro 83 74 pc 85 74 t
Rome 41 32 pc 51 49 sh
San Juan 83 70 pc 83 72 pc
Sydney 86 71 s 90 77 s
Tokyo 50 45 pc 49 41 s
Toronto 28 20 pc 28 18 sn
Vancouver 49 45 r 51 41 sh
Vienna 23 16 pc 30 28 pc

More money
to remove lead
sought n lowa

DES MOINES (AP) — Two
Iowa lawmakers say they will
push for an increase in the
amount of money spent to help
low-income residents remove
lead paint from their homes.

State Reps. Ed Fallon and
Wayne Ford, both D-Des
Moines, said Iowa should in-
crease the amount spent on lead
removal by about $1 million.

The lawmakers said that
could ultimately save taxpayers
money by eliminating chronic
medical problems linked to lead
exposure.

About 7 percent of Iowa chil-
dren have high lead levels in
their blood. That is about four
times the national average. In
some older Des Moines neigh-
borhoods, the rate is as high as
13 percent.

Fallon, who is seeking the
Democratic nomination for gov-
ernor, said he will propose legis-
lation to increase money for the
lead removal program when the
Legislature convenes in Janu-
ary.

Ford has proposed similar
legislation for several years, re-
sulting in incremental increases
in spending.

Lead can be ingested by chil-
dren who eat paint chips or in-
hale paint dust from floors,
walls and windows. High lead
levels can cause kidney prob-
lems and brain damage, accord-
ing to the national Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

It is believed that more than a
third of Iowa children who have
high levels of lead in their blood
aren’t tested because parents
aren’t aware of the problem.

Ford said some of the in-
crease in spending should be
used for education and testing.
He wants all Iowa children to be
tested for lead before they start
school.
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DES MOINES (AP) — Bow-
hunters may be allowed to get
closer to homes in selected
residential neighborhoods to
kill deer, which have become a
pest to some homeowners.

The City Council may con-
sider such a plan in response
to complaints about deer that
wander into neighborhoods,
damaging trees and landscap-
ing.

“It’s becoming a very seri-
ous issue,” Councilwoman
Christine Hensley said.

Hensley has asked city park
officials to re-examine the
200-foot buffer around homes
in areas where experts say the
deer population should be re-
duced.

She said the proposal raises
safety issues, but that hunters
who are allowed into the tar-
geted areas would have to pass
safety tests to get a special
permit.

The deer population in some
areas of Polk County has more
than doubled in the past three
years, despite controlled hunts

to reduce the numbers.
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Des Momnes revisits
bowhunting buffers

The problem isn’t just about
trees and landscaping. The
number of traffic accidents in-
volving deer has jumped more
than 65 percent in 20 years in
Polk County. Statewide, 37
drivers have been killed in
deer-car collisions since 1994.

A handful of Iowa cities, in-
cluding Johnston, West Des
Moines, Dubuque and Coral-
ville, allow bowhunting in tar-
geted areas. Council Bluffs
considered a similar ordinance
but delayed a decision.

Des Moines has allowed
bowhunting in targeted areas
since 1998, but only during
specific times in late fall or
winter. The current bowhunt-
ing season ends Jan. 10.

If the Des Moines City
Council reduces the buffer
zones, the change probably
would take effect next year.

Willie Suchy, who special-
izes in deer control for the
Iowa Department of Natural
Resources, said he is not
aware of any accidental shoot-
ings by bowhunters in the past
25 years.

Serving from 5pm

Ardiuits

61st & Maple

612-2642

Vigil marks month since girl vanished

By JasoN KUIPER
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Melissa Harris accepted hug
after hug Thursday night. Fel-
low mothers and pastors took
her hand and spoke to her in
low tones near the front pew in
Prince of Peace Church.

The church, at 7818 Raven
Oaks Drive, was the scene of a
vigil for Amber Harris, the
12-year-old daughter of Me-
lissa and Michael Harris, on
the one-month anniversary of
Amber’s disappearance.

“I believe she is alive,” Me-
lissa Harris, a streak of mas-
cara smeared down her cheek,
softly told a well-wisher.

Melissa and Michael Harris

sat in the front pew and lis-
tened to the prayers and pleas
of various pastors from the
metro area. A pair of poinset-
tias — a reminder of Christmas
— were visible at the front of
the church. It will still be
Christmas, Melissa Harris
said, whenever Amber comes
home.

“It makes it easier,” she said
of the community’s support. “It
makes your spirit full.”

Amber was last seen Nov. 29,
when she stepped off a school
bus at Florence Boulevard and
Pinkney Street and headed to
her home a few blocks away, at
16th and Spencer Streets.

Omaha police have said
there have been no confirmed
sightings of Amber since.

More than S0 people at-
tended Thursday’s vigil serv-
ice to pray, sing and offer sup-
port. Pastors asked for
Amber’s safe return. The Rev.
Thomas L. Smith Sr., pastor of
Paradise Baptist Church, even
offered his phone number,
asking anyone who has Amber
to call him and he would come
get Amber and take her home.

“A chain has been broken in
this family and it needs to be
mended,” he said.

Anyone with information
about Amber is asked to call
Omaha Police at 444-5636 or
444-5600. The girl’s family has
established a reward fund that
has grown to $2,800. Donations
to the fund can be made at any
First National Bank of Omaha
branch.

LIQUIDATION

SALE
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SAVINGS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE...
STOCK UP NOW ON THOSE HARD-TO-FIND
HOME MAINTENANCE ITEMS!

“THANK YOU OMAHA FOR 15 GREAT YEARS!”
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Burger
King to
miss loyal
customer

Robert Devine always had it
his way at lunch.

His kids would try to talk him
into something healthier or fan-
cier, something different, but all
Bob ever wanted for lunch was
Burger King.

He had eaten there almost ev-
ery day — Burger King is
closed on Christmas — for the
last 17 years.

The Devine
family even
started having
their birthday
parties and holi-
days at Burger
King because
that was the
only place their
father wanted
to go.

When Bob
died last week
at 88, one of his
favorite Burger King managers
served as a pallbearer.

Why Burger King?

The Devines wondered about
that themselves over the years.
The best answer seems to be,
because Bob liked it.

He started eating lunches at
Burger King after his wife, Do-
rothy, died in 1989. Dorothy had
cooked every meal at home.

“Maybe he just didn’t want to
cook,” said son Ed Devine.
“Maybe he just didn’t want to
eat alone.”

Bob, who retired from run-
ning the business office at
Clarkson Hospital, quickly de-
veloped a routine.

He went to the Burger King
at 108th Street and Mockingbird
Drive every day at 11 a.m., and
he always ordered the same
thing. Two hamburgers, lettuce
and tomato only. Diet Coke.

“He would always give us his
order,” said friend and pall-
bearer Gary Ratekin. “As if we
didn’t know.”

Gary was an associate gen-
eral manager at that location
for the past few years. (He was
transferred in January.) He
talked to Bob for five or 10 min-
utes every day. They would talk
about the news, the economy,
about Bob’s life and his family.

Everyone at Burger King
knew Bob. “He was a legend
long before I got to that store,”
Gary said. They knew him by
his red cardigan, red cap, the
booth he liked by the window.

They liked him so well, they
didn’t charge him extra for the
lettuce and tomato.

In the last few years, Bob
couldn’t even be talked into eat-
ing at a different Burger King
location. “Now, I’'m home,” he’d
say when he walked in.

The rest of the Devine family,
truth be told, got a little tired of
burgers and fries.

Ed never thought it was
healthy, eating so many ham-
burgers. “He told me he had
vegetables: lettuce and tomato.”

Bob’s oldest daughter, Rose-
mary, was the only one who
could get him to eat somewhere
else, said Patricia Burge, the
second of the six Devine kids.
“She had a little more power.”

After Rosemary died in 1998,
Pat said, no one else tried to get
Bob out of his routine.

If they wanted to have lunch
with Bob, they went to Burger
King. If they had something to
celebrate, they went to Burger
King. “We had birthday parties
and holidays there,” Ed said.
“We brought in the New Year
there many times.”

One Thanksgiving, when the
entire family went to Patricia’s
home in Kearney, Bob just
couldn’t imagine having turkey
for lunch.

He took Pat aside and said,
“I’d think I’d like to just get a
hamburger.” The family
couldn’t find a Burger King
open in Kearney, so Bob settled
for McDonald’s. He wanted bur-
gers for dinner that night, too.

Bob stopped driving last sum-
mer, and the big question, Pat
said, was — how would he get
his daily Burger King?

When they couldn’t arrange
for a family member to take
him every day — a Burger King
manager actually offered to
pick Bob up and take him home
— the Devines ended up hiring
someone to help on weekdays.

“He knew what he wanted,”
Pat said. “We knew what he
wanted. We wanted to keep him
hanpv ”’

Rainbow
Rowell

(maha nixes county merger plan

B The City Council votes down the
megaboard proposal, while leaving the door
open for future consideration.

By ToMm SHAW
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A megaboard for the City of
Omaha and Douglas County is
megadead, but the idea of one
day merging the two govern-
ments remains alive.

The Omaha City Council

voted unanimously Tuesday to
kill a resolution calling for a
merger of the council and the
Douglas County Board.
Council President Dan
Welch, however, said he and
other councilmen would sit
down with County Board mem-
bers and Mayor Mike Fahey

next week to discuss the future
of any city-county mergers. Fa-
hey’s office proposed the meet-
ing even before the council
voted down the megaboard pro-
posal.

The proposal was approved
by a majority of the County
Board last week.

City Council members
soundly rejected the concept,
saying that such a merger
would be illegal and that no de-
tails were given as to whether
the move would save money.

The council instead passed

its own resolution calling for
mergers if they comply with
the law, cut costs and create ef-
ficient operations.

That vote was 6-1, with Coun-
cilman Frank Brown voting
against. After the meeting,
Brown said someone needs to
come forward with a real plan
for merger.

Councilmen Garry Gernandt
and Chuck Sigerson said con-
stituents they spoke with were
not wild about the idea of a
combined board.

“This is another level of gov-

ernment that we do not need,”
Gernandt said.

Councilman Franklin Thomp-
son said the Legislature needed
to be involved with the issue of
city-county merger. Thompson
said the state law allowing for
governments to form joint
boards is unclear on issues such
as voter representation and tax-
ation.

The megaboard would have
been made up of the seven City
Council members and the seven

See Merger: Page?2

Pupils help Mr. Allan

having their pupils help.

Romance 101; Lesson learned

By VERONICA STICKNEY

WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Kristen King told Dan Allan
prise her.
He did.

King, a preschool teacher at Mill-
ard’s Norris Elementary, had no idea
she would find her future husband on
one knee when she entered his class-

room Tuesday morning.

“I thought we were reading a story
— that’s all,” King said minutes after
the engagement on Valentine’s Day.

Her left hand shook as she showed
off her new half-carat, princess-cut

diamond ring.

Allan, a special education teacher,
had been planning the proposal for a
month. He knew he wanted their stu-
dents to help. So he knew he would do

it at school.
A para-educator brought

students to Allan’s classroom,
Norris Principal Peggy Brendel side-

tracked King in her office.

The children giggled and fidgeted
as Allan arranged them into a group
near the door. They practiced turning

ol Wiﬂl"

around a sign that read, “Miss King,
Will You Marry Me?” They were ex-
cited to be in on the secret.

Allan, 26, paced, hands in the pock-
ets of black slacks. He flashed a few
nervous, dimpled smiles and finally
pulled the ring box from his left
pocket, cupping it in his right hand.

He and King, 27, had picked out the
ring at Nebraska Diamond three
weeks earlier. But his sweetheart
didn’t know he had purchased it and
wasn’t expecting him to pop the ques-

to sur-

tion until next fall.

lan said.

The two met last school year when
Allan was a student teacher at Norris,
but they really hit it off five months
ago at the school carnival. King asked
him to run the cotton candy machine

with her.

King’s
while
theran Church.

As for the story King was expect-

ing?

Valentine.”

“It’s been kind of a whirlwind,” Al-

Now, they are planning a June 23,
2007, wedding at Beautiful Savior Lu-

The classes did read one: “Secret

propose to Miss King
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Dan Allan, a special education teacher at Millard’s Norris Elementary School, proposed Tuesday to Kristen King, a preschool teacher, by

PHILJOHNSON/THE WORLD-HERALD
Dan Allan and Kristen King . . . amatch made at
Millard’s Norris Elementary.

Girl’s
bookhbag

may have
been found

By Kevin COLE
AND JASON KUIPER

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

A bookbag that may belong to
a 12-year-old Omaha girl who
has been missing since Nov. 29
was found Tuesday near 21st
and Lake Streets.

Omaha Police Sgt. Teresa Ne-
gron said someone called 911
about S p.m. to report that they
had found the bookbag and be-
lieved it was
the property
of Amber
Harris.

Police took
the bag from
the area about
10:45 p.m.
They had
been search-
ing a wide
area for evi-
dence.

Officer Chris LeGrow, a po-
lice spokesman, said the bag
was found in a container behind
a house at 2115 Lake St. but did
not say what was inside the bag.

Police searched that house, as
well as an open garage next to
the home and an abandoned
house just to the west of it.

Police also searched an alley
on the east side of the house,
where a number of garbage
cans were located, and a large
open lot east of the alley.

“We are investigating, but
there’s nothing else I can tell
you,” Negron said.

Amber was last seen getting
off her school bus at 20th and
Pinkney Streets, about 10 blocks
from where the bookbag was
discovered.

Amber’s father, Michael
Harris, said Tuesday that he
was called to the area where the
bookbag was found to look at it,
but he said it was hard to tell if
it belonged to his daughter be-
cause it was cold and dark out.

Harris said police would con-
tinue conducting their investi-
gation and they hoped to know
more in the morning.

Anyone with information can
call (800) 78-CRIME or the
Omaha Police Department at
444-5600. Reward funds for in-
formation about the girl now ex-
ceed $13,000.

Harris

Lincoln school bond 1ssue passes

BY VERONICA STICKNEY
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Nearly 100 supporters of
Lincoln Public Schools’
$250 million bond issue cele-
brated at district headquarters
Tuesday night.

They were happy with the
results of Tuesday’s special
election: 63 percent of voters
— 23,455 for versus 13,677
against — gave their OK for
the district to issue $250 mil-
lion in bonds and use an addi-
tional $64.6 million it has saved
for new construction, heating
and air-conditioning projects
and other renovations.

“It was a clear mandate, and
it sneaks to the aualitv of our

Bond vote

The $250 million bond issue for
Lincoln Public Schools passed
Tuesday.

23,455 voters, or 63 percent,
approved the measure.

13,677 voted no.

Inside

A measure on all-day
kindergarten moves forward in
the Nebraska Legislature. Page 8

community,” said Dennis Van
Horn, Lincoln’s associate su-
perintendent for business.

District officials will imme-
diatelv start finalizine bplans.

which they hope to present to
the school board in the next
two weeks.

First up likely will be Lin-
coln Southeast High School,
Van Horn said. The 1950s
building will undergo a major
renovation, including a class-
room addition, and receive new
air conditioning and heating.

Peter Katt, an attorney and
former school board member
who had criticized the pro-
posal, said he wasn’t surprised
it passed and didn’t plan any
further action.

“The voters spoke,” he said.
“They have authorized the
board of education to spend
$250 million. I've spent enough
of my time on this.”

See Bonds: Page 2

Judge awards $3,500
to owner of seven slain dogs

By ELIZABETH AHLIN
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The police chief of Ham-
burg, Iowa, violated local law
when he took seven dogs out to
the country to shoot them, a
magistrate ruled Tuesday.

Fremont County Magistrate
Dennis James decided in favor
of the dogs’ owner in a civil
lawsuit brought against the
City of Hamburg and Police
Chief Nick Millsap.

James awarded $3,500 to the
dogs’ owner, former Hamburg
resident Elizabeth Brock.

Millsap and the city are lia-
ble for the small claims
iudement which includes

$1,500 for property damage
and $2,000 for “intentional in-
fliction of emotional distress.”

Brock, who had asked for
$5,000 in the lawsuit, said she
was relieved that the ruling
was in her favor.

“At least I got something for
my anguish,” she said.

Millsap declined to com-
ment on the ruling.

Millsap could face a misde-
meanor criminal charge for
the shootings. The case is be-
ing investigated by the Potta-
wattamie County attorney.

The dogs were killed Sept.
14 after Millsap and Jarid
Means, a Hamburg police offi-

See Dogs: Page?2
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Late Ally Milder, Cabela’s to be honored

By ABE WINTER
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

The late Ally Milder and
sporting goods retailer Cabela’s
are being honored for their out-
standing advocacy for children
and families in Nebraska.

The Nebraska Children and
Families Foundation will pre-
sent the annual Grace Abbott
Awards March 16 at the Em-
bassy Suites in Lincoln.

Milder, who died last summer

at the age of 50, was a Republi-
can candidate for the 2nd Dis-
trict U.S. House seat in 1990.
She also was a director of gov-
ernment affairs for Union Pa-
cific Railroad and chief counsel
to U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley on
his Subcommittee on Courts and
Administrative Practice.

The award particularly recog-
nizes her advocacy efforts in
the Nebraska Legislature, in-
cluding passage last year of a
bill that made high-quality pre-

school programs more available
to at-risk 4-year-olds.

Cabela’s, which is based in
Sidney, Neb., is being recog-
nized for its philanthropic ef-
forts. Those efforts have in-
cluded the Make-A-Wish
Foundation, outdoor education
projects at Lake McConaughy,
and “Hooked on Fishing, Not on
Drugs,” a program designed to
educate children about the dan-
gers of substance abuse and
promote healthy outdoor activi-
ties.

Company employees also do-
nated to Hurricane Katrina re-
lief through the American Red
Cross.

The Grace Abbott Awards
were created in 2003. Abbott, a
Grand Island native, was instru-
mental in authoring federal pol-
icies in the early 1900s that still
protect children from abuse and
neglect.

For more information or for
banquet tickets, visit www.Ne-
braskaChildren.org or call (402)
476-9401.

KILEYCRUSE/THE WORLD-HERALD

Among these people searching Sunday for clues to the Nov. 29 disappearance of 12-year-old Amber Harris are two of her teachers. They are combing
an area south of Cornish Boulevard between 16th Street and Carter Lake.

Seekers of Amber clues return em

By MARION RHODES
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Melissa Harris watched with
a sense of both resignation and
reassurance as volunteers trick-
led into the Opportunities Indus-
trialization Center on Sunday
evening.

The Omaha building at 2724
N. 24th St. was the headquarters
of a two-day search for clues in
the disappearance of her daugh-
ter. Amber Harris, 12, has been
missing since Nov. 29.

Whether searchers found any
leads was uncertain Sunday
afternoon.

“I couldn’t tell you, honestly,
whether or not we found any-
thing that was truly valuable,”
said Brad Dennis, director of
operations for the KlaasKids
Foundation. The national group,
which focuses on stopping
crimes against children, orga-
nized the search.

Melissa Harris said none of
the items that people showed
her appeared to belong to her
daughter.

More than 300 volunteers
fanned out Saturday and Sunday
to search northeast Omaha
neighborhoods stretching to the
outskirts of Carter Lake. Am-

v

Jeremy Tiede, left, and Ray Christo find a bag containing a dead cat west of Carter Lake on Sunday. Many volun-

ty—nded

teers wore pink ribbons made by Amber’s mother. Pink, Melissa Harris said, is her daughter’s favorite color.

ber’s parents waited at the cen-
ter for news.

“This part of it is very easy
because it’s very calm and reas-
suring,” Melissa Harris said.

Searchers marked items they
found — clothes, shoes, blankets
— with orange tape. Investiga-
tors from the Omaha Police De-
partment, which had recom-
mended the search areas, were
on hand to look at the findings.

Dennis said similar search ef-
forts by his foundation have re-

vealed important leads in inves-
tigations.

To Melissa Harris, the most
valuable clue so far in her
daughter’s disappearance was
the discovery of Amber’s book
bag on Feb. 15 near 21st and
Lake Streets.

Amber’s parents were awed
by the weekend turnout and the
community support they con-
tinue to receive. “It’s changed
my whole outlook on life,” said
her father, Michael Harris.

A talent show at Omaha Cen-

tral High School on Saturday
raised $300 for a reward fund
for information about Amber.
The fund now exceeds $19,000,
Amber’s mother said.

The family is planning an-
other vigil at 6 p.m. March 14 at
Trinity Lutheran Church, 6340
N. 30th St.

“We’re gonna keep going,”
Melissa Harris said.

People with information about
the case are asked to call (800)
78-CRIME or Omaha police at
444-5600.

OPD to aid neigh

March is Neighborhood
Watch Group Month, and the

Omaha Police Department is
promoting a se-
ries of activities
to get residents
involved in
crime preven-
tion.

Activities will
culminate with
the annual Sa-
lute to Safety
expo on April 22

Sibyl Myers at the West-
Backyard roads Mall.
This month,

meetings will be held at each of
the city’s four precincts to help
residents start, strengthen or
revitalize neighborhood watch
groups.

The schedule:

M Northwest precinct, to be
held at Omaha Home for Boys
Family and Youth Center, 4343
N. 52nd St., Thursday, 7 p.m.,
with Capt. John Friend and
Bridget Howell, crime preven-
tion specialist.

M Southeast precinct, 25th
and Vinton Streets, March 14, 7
p.m., with Capt. Mark Martinez
and Ofelia Robles, crime pre-
vention specialist.

M Northeast precinct, 4316 N.
30th St., April 11, 6:30 p.m., with
Capt. Denise Cousin and Stacy
Henry, crime prevention spe-
cialist

M Southwest precinct, to be
held at Westside High School,
87th and Pacific Streets, April
13, 7 p.m., with Capt. Dave
Baker and Pam Ehrhart, crime
prevention specialist.

A better 13th Street
focus of workshop

Improvements to the 13th
Street business district are the
focus of a free public workshop
Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon at
Rebel2 Studios, 1217 S. 13th St.

The workshop sponsor is
Omaha Main Street, a nonprofit
organization advocating revital-
ization of traditional neighbor-
hood business districts.

A panel discussion will in-
clude neighbors, property own-
ers and representatives from lo-
cal businesses, institutions and
city government.

Workshop participants will
walk along 13th Street from Pa-
cific to Martha Streets to evalu-
ate building appearances, safety
and economic conditions.

1,000 spectacles
collected for needy

Project Abre Los Ojos (Proj-
ect Open Your Eyes) collected
more than 1,000 pairs of used
eyeglasses last month for needy
residents of the Dominican Re-
public.

The proiect was coordinated

by a nonprofit organization of
Creighton University medical
students and doctors.

The response was so good, or-
ganizers are planning to sponsor
an annual collection, said Dr. Je-
lyn Lu, who initiated the cam-
paign after seeing the need
while on a medical mission to
the Dominican Republic.

PULSE to resume
support meetings

PULSE is resuming its
monthly grief support group
meetings for mothers who have
lost a child to homicide.

Free community meetings
will be held on the first Tuesday
of each month, beginning this
week, from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at
the Omaha Public Schools’
Teacher Administrative Center,
3215 Cuming St., in Room 5062.

Organizer Sadie Bankston
said the nonprofit group plans to
open future meetings to fathers,
siblings and other relatives of
homicide victims. Plans also call
for seminars with the Omaha
Police Department to improve
dialogue between the police and
relatives of victims.

For more information about
PULSE, call Bankston, 706-1861.

Association meeting
to feature speaker

The Joslvn Castle Neichbor-

orhood watches

hood Association will meet at 7
p-m. next Monday at the Corner-
stone Mansion Inn, 140 N. 39th
St.

The speaker will be Ron
Schaefer, who will discuss
long-range plans of the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Medical Center
to move Saddle Creek Road to
the west, from Dodge to Leaven-
worth Streets.

Maple Village
meeting Thursday

The Maple Village Neighbor-
hood Association will meet at
7:30 p.m. Thursday at Ma-
plewood United Methodist
Church, 3535 Maplewood Blvd.

On the agenda is the citizens’
patrol report on neighborhood
crime issues and trends.

Deer Park meeting
focus is United Way

The Deer Park Neighborhood
Association will meet at 7 p.m.
Wednesday at the Sheet Metal
Workers Union Hall, 3333 S.
24th St.

The program will focus on
services provided by United
Way.

Information for this column must be sub-
mitted two weeks in advance of publica-
tion. Mail to: Sibyl Myers, World-Herald,
1334 Dodge St., Omaha, NE 68102. E-
mail to sibylmyers@cox.net, fax to
3345-0183 or nhone 444-1061

Get wired to the world.
TechBytes every Wednesday in Living

MARCH 15th & 16th
Qwest Center Omaha
9AM-5PM

Free Admission

One of the Largest Indoor

Farm Shows, with New
Technologies and Cost
Reduction Ideas, the Latest
Shortline Equipment, Machinery,
Supplies and Services.

TRIUMPH OF

AG EXPO

FARM AND RANCH
MACHINERY SHOW

Produced by Mid-America Expositions, Inc.
For Info: 402-346-8003
www.showofficeonline.com

More of what you want.

to

NIE Week Activities

Newspaper in Education Week
MARCH 6 - 10, 2006

Sponsored by:

First Nebraska
Educators g

www. I stne-cu.org

Welcome to Newspaper in Education Week - a
week when teachers around the world are encour-
aged to put away their textbooks and use newspapers
as teaching tools.

This year's lesson plans are tied to the NIE Week
Contest “Salute to the Troops.” Each day this week
we will explore one of the five branches of the
military that our young men and women have joined
to serve our country - the Army, the Navy, the Air
Force, the Marines, and the Coast Guard.

NIE WEEK - Lesson 1

the ARMY

The Mission. The Army exists to serve the
American people, to protect enduring national
interests and to fulfill national military
responsibilities. Its mission is enduring: to
provide necessary forces and capabilities to
the Combatant Commanders in support of
the National Security and Defense Strategies.
The Army is charged to provide forces able to
conduct prompt, sustained combat on land as
well as stability and reconstruction operations,
when required. Moreover, the Army is charged
to provide logistical and other capabilities
to enable other Services to accomplish their
missions.

According to www.army.mil, the United
States Army was formed on June 14, 1775
when 10 companies of riflemen were autho-
rized by a resolution of the Continental Con-
gress. The Army celebrates its birthday
on June 14th each year which is also
the same date is celebrated.
How old will the Army be in 20062

Today, the Army remains the largest branch
of the military. The Office of the Secretary of
Defense’s most recent figures show that there
were 497,584 active Army personnel as of
November 30, 2005. The Army is known most
for protecting and defending the United States
and its interests by way of ground troops,
armored tanks, artillery, attack helicopters,
and tactical weapons. In addition to the active
duty members of the Army, the Army Reserves
and the Army National Guard were created
for times of emergency and other needs. The
main difference between the Reserves and
the National Guard are that the Reserves are
managed by the federal government while
each individual U.S. state oversees its National
Guard units. However, as you have learned
during the Gulf War and the current war in
Iraq, the President of the United States or the
Secretary of Defense can activate and call the
National Guard members into service dur-
ing times of need. There are currently many
Reservists and National Guard members from
all over the U.S. serving in Iraq and elsewhere
in the world.

During World War I and World War II, the
term “infantry” was used frequently. Look up
the word in the dictionary to see what
“infantry” means. What is the main
mode of travel for the “infantry?”

As a member of the infantry, discuss
what you think would be your most
important piece of equipment - either ap-
parel or weaponry — and explain to your
class why you think that your choice is
the most important.

Ironically, the Air Force was originally a
Corps of the Army and remained the Army
Air Corps until 1947. It was as part of the
Army that the Enola Gay was selected to drop
the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan
in August 1945. None of the crew knew they
were carrying the atomic bomb until they were
in the air on their mission. Did you know
that the Enola Gay was built in Omaha and
was handpicked from the assembly line in
Omaha by Col. Paul Tibbets, the pilot of the
atomic bomb mission? Conduct research to
Jind out how the name “Enola Gay” was
selected as the name of the plane. Then
look up the name of the company that
built the “Enola Gay” in Omaha.

Look for
Lesson 2 in
tomorrow’s

paper!

Source information from: www.nebraskastudies.org and About.com
U.S. Military site at: http://usmilitary.about.com.
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‘Wanted’ segment to
focus on Amber

Crews from the TV show
“America’s Most Wanted” are
planning a trip to Omaha to
tape a segment on Amber
Harris, the 12-year-old girl
who has been missing since
Nov. 29.

The nationally syndicated
show will be in town early next
week.

Part of the filming will in-
clude re-creating Amber’s last
day at Beveridge Magnet Cen-
ter. The show has permission
from the Omaha Public
Schools to film at Beveridge
and on a Laidlaw school bus.

Luanne Nelson, an OPS
spokeswoman, said the filming
will not disrupt the school day.

Amber last was seen leaving
a bus stop at Florence Boule-
vard and Pinkney Street and
starting a four-block walk
home.

Her book bag was discov-
ered a month ago in a trash
container outside 21st and
Lake Streets. The bag was in
good condition and contained
some of her clothing.

— Lynn Safranek

Third victim in
SUV accident dies

A third person died Monday
from injuries suffered in a
weekend SUV crash.

Sherry Harris, 25, of Omaha
died Monday morning at
Creighton University Medical
Center, Omaha police said.

Two others — driver Bennie
Harris, 36, and Tyree Pope, 27,
both of Omaha — died Sunday
following a one-vehicle roll-
over accident at the U.S. High-
way 75 and Storz Expressway
junction.

All three had been thrown
from the Chevrolet Blazer that
left the roadway and rolled
several times in a grassy me-
dian about 2:20 a.m.

Another passenger, Shontel
Wells, 26, was taken to Creigh-
ton in critical condition early
Sunday. No information was
available on his condition Mon-
day. A fifth passenger,
21-year-old Patrick Strong,
suffered minor injuries, police
said.

No one had been using seat
belts, police said.

— Susan Szalewski

Gas leak leads to
Bluffs evacuation

A Council Bluffs neighbor-
hood was evacuated Monday
evening after a natural gas
leak was discovered at a house
at 3324 Avenue A, a fire offi-
cial said.

No one was home at the
time, Council Bluffs Assistant
Fire Chief Matt Thomas said.

Someone reported the prob-
lem to the utility company,
Aquila, which summoned fire-
fighters about 8 p.m. Resi-
dents of about a dozen homes
in a one-block area around the
leak were evacuated for about
two hours, Thomas said. Police
blocked off traffic.

The leak was found outside
the house, underground, di-
rectly below a meter, Thomas
said. Electricity, gas, cable
and phone service were cut off
to the house and some of the
surrounding homes to prevent
igniting the gas, the assistant
chief said.

Firefighters ventilated the
house until it was safe to oc-
cupy. About a dozen firefight-
ers helped at the scene,
Thomas said.

— Susan Szalewski

Phone donations
to help soldiers

A tax-preparation service
with offices in Omaha is help-
ing to collect used cell phones
as part of a national effort to
enable soldiers stationed in

war zones to call home.

Although it’s a year-round
collection, the focus at the
Omaha sites of Liberty Tax
Service will be from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. today.

The Omaha sites are 3919
Cuming St., 84th Street and
West Center Road, 90th Street
and Military Road and the
Kmart at S0th and L Streets.

The phones don’t go directly
to the soldiers; rather, they are
sent to a Florida company —
RMS Communications Group
in Ocala — for recycling. In
exchange, soldiers get phone
cards of 100 minutes each,
said Mike Long, a Liberty
manager in Omaha.

The concept for the pro-
gram, Cell Phones for Soldiers,
came from two children in
Norwell, Mass.

Liberty has collected more
than 42,000 phones since 2004,
Long said. — Abe Winter

NEBRASKA

Whiteclay stores
keep liquor licenses

LINCOLN — Three White-
clay stores will be able to con-
tinue selling beer, despite
complaints filed by American
Indians and others.

The Sheridan County Board
of Commissioners passed a
resolution Monday automat-
ically renewing liquor licenses
for the three stores in the town
of Whiteclay, which is just
across the border from the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
in South Dakota.

Alcohol is banned on the res-
ervation, and activists have
complained for years that sell-
ing beer in Whiteclay only ex-
acerbates problems for the
15,000 Oglala Sioux living
across the border. The reser-
vation has one of the nation’s
highest alcoholism-related
mortality rates.

American Indian activists
and others rallied in Rushville
last week to oppose the license
renewals.

The commission could have
required the three stores —
Mike’s Pioneer Service, Jump-
ing Eagle Inn and State Line
Liquor — to apply with the
State Liquor Control Commis-
sion to have their licenses re-
newed.

But the commission, in its
unanimous vote, cited a Ne-
braska Supreme Court deci-
sion that said a license must be
renewed if the applicant is
qualified to receive it, the
store is the same as that which
currently holds the license and
the premises are suitable for
the sale of alcohol. — AP

Sale to preserve
Loess Hills land

A piece of the Loess Hills is
for sale, with the goal of pre-
serving the property.

The Nature Conservancy is
selling 45 acres donated to it
by Neal and Izen Ratzlaff of
Omaha. The Ratzlaffs gave the
land to the conservancy with
the understanding that the or-
ganization would attach a con-
servation easement to it be-
fore selling it.

Easements restrict develop-
ment on property and are an
increasingly popular tool to
protect land.

Elizabeth Niven of the con-
servancy said the ecological
value of the land will be stud-
ied before the easement is
written and the land sold.

The tract, in northern Potta-
wattamie County, contains bur
oak woodland habitat and
some ridge line oak savanna.
The area is targeted for pro-
tection because of its biodiver-
sity.

The conservancy said it will
use proceeds of the sale to pro-
tect additional land in the area.
—Nancy Gaarder

The Record
SENTENCINGS

Listing includes fines of $100 or more,
jail sentences or probation.

DOUGLAS COUNTY COURT

M Laura J. O'Brien, 21, 3820 Burt St.,
$500 fine, one year of probation, five
days in jail for driving under the influence
of alcohol.

Bl Thomas J. Vonriesen, 51, 9973 Has-
call St., $400 fine, six months of proba-
tion for driving under the influence of al-
cohol.

M Charles Galvan Jr., 40, 4138 Orchard
Ave., $400 fine, six months of probation
for driving under the influence of alcohol.
Hl Megan T. Mechaley, 24, 5221 Walnut
St., $400 fine, six months of probation
for driving under the influence of alcohol.
Bl Mary A. Ramge, 50, 9329 Krug Ave.,
$400 fine, six months of probation for
driving under the influence of alcohol.

M Larita |. Gibbs, 66, 11412 Elm St.,
$400 fine, six months of probation for
driving under the influence of alcohol.

M Katie M. Fuchser, 24, 1305 S. 156th
Court, $400 fine, six months of proba-
tion for driving under the influence of al-
cohol.

B Kenneth W. Blair Jr., 51, 2035 Maple
St., $600 fine, one year of probation for

driving under the influence of alcohol,
driving while license was revoked.

M Holli M. Banks, 28, 9723 Mocking-
bird Drive, $400 fine, six months of pro-
bation for driving under the influence of
alcohol.

M Gerard C. Jansen, 20, 5711 N. 92nd
St., $400 fine, six months of probation
for driving under the influence of alcohol.
M Jasmine L. Williams, 25, 4201 Bin-
ney St., $500 fine, one year of proba-
tion, five days in jail for driving under the
influence of alcohol.

W Mario Martinez-Rodriguez, 26, 2235
S. 11th St., $400 fine, nine months of
probation for driving under the influence
of alcohol.

M Brad C. Bessey, 22, 3926 Ida St.,
$400 fine, six months of probation for
driving under the influence of alcohol.

M Heather M. Pabian, 25, Morse BIuff,
Neb., $200 fine, five days in jail for driv-
ing while license was revoked.

M Todd R. Spark, 28, 5416 S. 146th
St., $400 fine, six months of probation
for driving under the influence of alcohol.
M Matthew J. Reager, 21, 3836 N.
111th Plaza, $50 fine, four months of
probation for driving while license was
revoked.

M Christal R. Ware, 45, 7311 Lillian
Ave., $400 fine, six months of probation
for driving under the influence of alcohol.

Buttett to GOP? He will for Osborne

By ROBYNN TYSVER
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha businessman Warren
Buffett is taking another stab at
putting his financial acumen to
work for a gubernatorial candi-
date, this time his old friend,
U.S. Rep. Tom Osborne.

The pair announced Monday
that the “Oracle of Omaha”
would coordinate and oversee a
wholesale review of state gov-
ernment operations if Osborne
is elected governor.

Buffett, who served as an eco-
nomic adviser for candidate Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger when he
ran for governor of California in
2003, also said he plans to
switch political parties so he can
vote for Osborne in the May 9
primary.

Buffett is a Democrat, while
Osborne is in a three-way battle

for the Repub-
’ lican guberna-
torial nomi-
nation against
Gov. David
Heineman and
Omaha busi-
nessman David
Nabity.

“It probably
won’t be a bad
experience at

all. I’ll probably enjoy it,” Buf-
fett joked about his planned
party switch.

Buffett also served in 2004 on
a panel of economic advisers to
John Kerry, the Democratic
presidential nominee.

Carlos Castillo, Heineman’s
campaign manager, declined to
comment on Buffett’s agree-
ment with Osborne. Nabity said
he respects Buffett’s business

expertise but thinks the investor
was a poor choice to lead an
overhaul of state government.
He noted that Buffett ran into
early criticism as Schwarzeneg-
ger’s financial adviser when he
was quoted in a Wall Street
Journal article as suggesting
that property taxes were too low
in California. Buffett later said
his views were misrepresented
and that his statements about
the disparity in California’s tax
rates were taken out of context.
“Warren Buffett is a guy who
doesn’t mind paying high taxes,
and he definitely does not feel
the pain of high taxes. He’s defi-
nitely not the guy I would put in
charge of reform,” Nabity said.
Performance audits of state
government are a key talking
point in the GOP race. Both Os-
borne and Nabity say they will
appoint a team of business and

government people to look for
ways to streamline and make
government more efficient.

Heineman has said he sup-
ports such reviews but thinks
they should be done by the Leg-
islature, as they are now.

When Osborne was asked at a
press conference about the gov-
ernor’s support of legislative re-
views, Buffett asked to respond.
He then indicated that outside
help was needed for such a re-
view to be credible.

“Self-graded exams are not
the best in the world,” he said.

Osborne said he plans to ap-
point teams of five or six people
to conduct individual reviews of
each of the state’s major agen-
cies during his first four months
in office. Buffett will be in
charge of overseeing and coor-
dinating the various teams, Os-
borne said.

Governor stands alone i clash over debate

By RoBYNN TYSVER
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Gov. Dave Heineman could
find himself in a debate of one if
a squabble among the Republi-
can gubernatorial candidates
isn’t ironed out within two
weeks.

U.S. Rep. Tom Osborne and
Omaha businessman Dave Nab-
ity have agreed to participate in
a March 26 debate in Lincoln,

sponsored by a student group at
the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln.

Heineman refuses to take
part because the proposed spon-
sor violates an agreement
signed by all three campaigns,
which said only accredited me-
dia groups would be allowed to
sponsor any of the six governor
debates, said Carlos Castillo,
Heineman’s campaign manager.

Instead, Heineman has

agreed to participate in a debate
that same night sponsored by
KLIN radio in Lincoln.

The first of the six debates is
scheduled for 7 p.m. Sunday in
the Strauss Performing Arts
Center at the University of Ne-
braska at Omaha.

Nabity and Osborne said they
agreed that the original ar-
rangement among the candi-
dates should be modified to ac-
commodate the request from
the Association of Students at

the University of Nebraska to
sponsor the debate.

Castillo said neither he nor
Heineman has anything against
students but believe the original
agreement should be honored.

“The major concern is that we
said it’s in the best interest that
all debates be handled by inde-
pendent media organizations.
Everyone agreed. Everyone
signed off on that. Now they
want to change the rules,” Cas-
tillo said.

Child: ‘Murder of unborn’ charge used twice before

Continuedfrom Page 1

with assault and battery and dis-
orderly conduct. The case was
dismissed, however, because
Lilly didn’t show up to testify at
his trial.

Prosecutor Shelly Stratman
said Lilly was the only person
who could identify Shackelford
in court because she was the
only witness. Shackelford had

left the area before police ar-
rived that day.

Nebraska’s fetal homicide law
was passed in 2002. It provides
for a criminal charge if a fetus
dies when a pregnant woman is
assaulted or injured.

Douglas County prosecutors
have used the charge twice in
homicides of pregnant women.

William Floyd was sentenced

to life in prison plus an addi-
tional 20 years for shooting into
a house in October 2003. The
shots killed 20-year-old Destiny
Davis, who was several months
pregnant.

In August, Bobby Moss was
sentenced to 65 to 100 years in
prison after being convicted of
second-degree murder in the
death of 17-year-old Michelle

Harlan and the manslaughter of
her unborn child.

The law also was used in June
2004 in a motor vehicle case in
which a pregnant woman’s un-
born baby died after a car acci-
dent. The woman survived.

The other car’s driver was
convicted of driving while intox-
icated and causing the death of
an unborn child.

Victims: Josh Paul survived fire with severe injuries

Continuedfrom Page 1

Josh, who has cerebral palsy,
was showing some improvement
Monday, his grandmother said.
A breathing tube had been taken
out, at least for a while, and he
could talk.

“He was just so happy to talk
to his mother,” Paul said. The
children’s mother, Amy Paul,
decided it was too early to tell
Josh about the deaths of his
brother and sister.

Marian Paul thinks Jacob may
have died trying to save his sib-
lings, especially Josh, who had
limited use of his legs.

Jacob had run to a neighbor-

ing house to seek help, then re-
turned to his family’s burning
house, fire officials said.

Paul said she believes that
Jessica also tried to protect Josh
by covering him.

Amy Paul was not home at the
time of the fire. She went out
with a friend for the night, at
Jessica’s urging, Marian Paul
said. Now the mother wrestles
with the decision to go out that
night, the grandmother said.
“Their mom feels horrible.”

Jessica and Jacob both had se-
vere asthma, which may have
contributed to their deaths,
Marian Paul said.

Jessica had other medical
problems. She was born with
one kidney and dealt with the
complications through much of
her childhood, Marian Paul said.
That meant missing school, so
Jessica, like Jacob, was a sopho-
more.

Jacob was known for his
smile and sense of humor. He
enjoyed collecting Yu-Gi-Oh
cards, going to the library and
playing on the computer.

Jacob and Jessica’s other sur-
vivors include two sisters, Mar-
garet, 20, and Elizabeth, 22.

Funeral services were pend-
ing.

Funeral fund

A fund has been established at
Security National Bank, 7805
Cass St., to help the family of
Jacob and Jessica Paul with living
and funeral expenses.

Beveridge Magnet Center also is
raising money for the Pauls.
Principal Cara Riggs said the
school plans to buy gift cards that
the family can use to buy food and
clothing. Contributors can send
money or gift cards to the school,
1616 S. 120th St., Omaha, NE
68144. Contributions can be
addressed to Riggs.

Band: School board will vote tonight on resignation

Continuedfrom Page 1
pending action.

Clark, 43, had been at the
high school since 1991. He did
not return a phone call Monday.

Earlier this year, the school
district asked several parents of
marching band members about
what happened to money col-
lected for the band competition,
said Donnell Pauley, parent of a
band student.

All of the money collected for
band competition admissions is
supposed to be sent to the Iowa

High School Music Association,
but the association did not re-
ceive any money from the 2005
competition.

In 2004, a similar competition
at the school generated $4,310
in admissions money, which
was sent to the association.

Clark led about 65 members
of the marching band to London
for parade on New Year’s Day
this year. Some band parents
also were asked by the district
about travel arrangements for
that trip, Pauley said. A signifi-

cant amount of fundraising was
done for the trip.

Pauley said her husband was
one of the people the district
questioned. She and her hus-
band went with their
16-year-old daughter on the
London trip.

Pauley said Monday that
Clark is an excellent band direc-
tor and that she thinks he did
nothing wrong.

She said the students and
their parents were not informed
by the district about Clark’s res-

ignation offer. She said she
heard about it from other band
parents.

“It’s just a real travesty,”
Pauley said. “The school is sup-
posed to keep you informed
about what’s going on with your
children, and we have been told
nothing.”

Ostrowski said a school ad-
ministrator would visit with stu-
dents and parent leaders of a
band booster group later this
week if the school board ac-
cepts Clark’s resignation.

Cards: Program aims to give
students a lesson about credit

Continuedfrom Page 1
fer it this year, said Rachel Re-
zabek of the Treasurer’s Office.

The program began in 2004 in
New York, Kentucky, Rhode Is-
land and Oklahoma. It has since
expanded to schools in all SO
states, according to Citibank,
which provides funding for the
program.

The idea is to educate stu-
dents before they get their first
credit card or head off to col-
lege, where credit card offers
flood mailboxes. More than 40
percent of college freshmen
have a credit card, according to
student loan lender Nellie Mae.
The average credit card balance
for undergraduate students is
$2,169.

“The increased availability of
credit to young, less-experi-
enced consumers has under-
scored the need for students to

understand how to use and man-
age credit,” Ross said.

The program, called “The
ABC’s of Credit Card Finance,”
includes booklets for students
and a teaching manual and com-
puter presentation for teachers.

For senior Shelby Robinette,
who has a credit card, the ses-
sion was eye-opening.

“I didn’t really know anything
about interest rates, so this
helps,” she said. “I think I'll only
use my card for emergencies
now.”

Students are urged to keep
only one credit card and to read
the fine print in credit card ap-
plications. They’re advised to
look for a card with no annual
fee, a low annual percentage
rate, a long grace period to al-
low plenty of time to make pay-
ments and low penalty fees.

Credit cards and
college students

66 percent of undergraduate students
have credit cards.

42 percent of students start their college career
with a credit card. In their final year of college,
91 percent of students have at least one credit card.

Undergraduate students have an average credit card

balance of $2,169.

56 percent of college seniors have four or more credit cards.
About 24 percent of students use their credit cards to pay their tuition.

College students in the Midwest have the highest outstanding average
balance, $2,498, and the largest average number of credit cards, 4.76.

Credit card tips for students

Limit yourself to one credit card.

Don't use your credit card to pay tuition. Student loans generally have much

lower interest rates.

Pay your credit card off fully and on time each month.

Avoid exceeding your credit limit, taking out cash advances or using convenience
checks, all of which can cost more in penalties, fees and interest.

Be wary of annual fees and teaser rates when signing up for a credit card. Teaser
rates are low introductory interest rates that may increase over time.

Keep your credit card receipts so you know which charges should be added to

your account.

Immediately notify your bank if your credit card is lost or stolen.
SOURCES: Nellie Mae; Center for Student Credit Card Education Inc.

DFAN WFINTATUUR/THF WORID-HFRAT D



A record-setting start to state track meet, Sports

SUNRISE EDITION

SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2006

AN

INDEPENDENT

OWNED

BY

\\ | l
)

Omaha @orld-He

NEWSPAPER EMPLOYEES

Amber death a homicide

Amber Harris was last seen alive
Nov. 29 near her north Omaha
home. There were no leads in her
disappearance until her book bag
was found Feb. 14.

M Police confirm the
remains found in a
north Omaha park
were those of the girl
missing six months.

By LYNN SAFRANEK
AND JASON KUIPER

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Nearly six months of hope
were dashed Friday for the
missing girl whose young face
looked down from billboards
and jumped off brochures.

Omaha police detectives in-
formed the parents of
12-year-old Amber Harris that
the remains discovered in a
north Omaha park were those of
their daughter.

The news crushed the par-
ents, who had maintained unwa-
vering faith that their Amber,
the sassy girl who sang even
while she swept the Kkitchen
floor, would be found safe.

Police Chief Thomas Warren
made the news official at a
press conference late Friday
afternoon.

“The remains have been iden-
tified as those of Amber
Harris,” a solemn Warren said.
“At this point, we have not been
able to determine how long the
body has been in the park, nor
are we able to determine the
cause of death.”

Amber’s death, he said, is be-
ing considered a homicide be-
cause of the results of an au-
topsy and the condition of the

See Amber: Page?2

RUDYSMITH/THE WORLD-HERALD

“It’s her, you guys,” Melissa Harris tells reporters gathered in
front of the family’s home Friday afternoon. Friends and family
soon arrived and consoled the crying Harris children.

Inside

A planned vigil for Amber Harris turns into a memorial. Page 2

RUDYSMITH/THE WORLD-HERALD
Amber’s maternal grandparents walk toward the Harris home Friday to join other grieving family members. In the background, Dorothy Fant,
a neighbor of the Harrises, hugs another mourner.

The Amber Harris case

NOV. 29, 2005:
Amber Harris, 12, is last
known to have been seen
stepping off a school bus
at Florence Boulevard and
Pinkney Street and
heading toward her home a
few blocks away.

DEC. 5: A $1,000 reward
for information is
established by family and
friends.

DEC. 13: A candlelight
vigil is held at 20th and
Pinkney Streets.

DECEMBER: The
National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children lists
Amber on its Web site as
an “endangered runaway,”
a status based on her age
and information given to
the organization by Omaha
police.

DEC. 29: A vigil to mark
the one-month anniversary
of Amber’s disappearance
is held at Prince of Peace
Church.

JAN. 7, 2006: rBI

announces that it is adding
$5,000 to the reward fund.

JAN. 10: Two billboards
reading “Have you seen
Amber Harris?” are
donated by Waitt Outdoor
and Lamar Advertising.

JAN. 29: A prayer vigil to
mark the two-month
anniversary of Amber’s
disappearance is held at
Paradise Baptist Church.

FEB. 14: Abook bag is
found near 21stand Lake
Streets. Amber’s parents
identify the bag, which held
Amber’s spare set of
clothes, as their
daughter’s.

MARCH 1: Avigil to
mark the three-month
anniversary of Amber’s
disappearance is held at
Morning Star Baptist
Church.

MARCH 4-5: A national
missing children’s
organization, KlaasKids
Foundation, conducts a
search. Nearly 200 people
volunteer.

MAY 11 Unidentified
human remains are found
in Omaha’s Hummel Park.

MAY 14: Autopsy

begins on the remains.

MAY 15: DNA testing
begins.

MAY 19: Detectives tell
the Harris family that the
remains have been
identified as Amber’s.

i

By ToMm SHAW

AND KAREN SLOAN

not been identified.

Autopsy today on body found in river

RUDYSMITH/THE WORLD-HERALD

o

Police investigators work along a neighborhood boat dock where a
woman’s body was found Friday in southern Council Bluffs.

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

COUNCIL BLUFFS — An au-
topsy is scheduled this morning
on the body of a woman found
Friday in the Missouri River in
southern Council Bluffs.

Police were alerted to the
body about 10:30 a.m. Friday by
a pest control worker who was
spraying a cabin at 2917 Emil
Lane in southern Council Bluffs,
said Police Sgt. Jerry Mann.

The body, a white female, has

Council Bluffs

ing sprayed.

ble,

It was discovered along the :o:igtslt._[ 6
Iowa side of the river a few ] =380 o
miles south of Veterans Memo- z 480)| < 29) Bluffs
rial Bridge. The bridge links 4§ S 50

N
and south
Omaha. The body appeared to 3 [ 275
have washed ashore near a £ LSt I 0OWA
small dock behind the cabin be- o 75
"|Harriso

The family of a missing Coun- ﬁ NEB.

cil Bluffs woman, Tracy Trib- |

was awaiting word on Cornhusker JDIUALIITT
whether the body was Tracy’s. |Rd: 0
Tribble, 35, has been missing § =

See Body: Page2
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Birgit Allen of Bellevue clutches
pictures of her husband, Army Sgt.
Lonnie Calvin Allen, who was killed
Thursday near Baghdad, Iraq.

Widow

treasures
time with
soldier

M Sgt. Lonnie Calvin
Allen’s wife grieves
in Bellevue over his

death in Iraq.

By Tim ELFRINK
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

She sat on her husband’s
childhood bed, his mother and
father on either side, his brother
standing nearby.

It wasn’t a large bed, so when
she clutched a photo of Army
Sgt. Lonnie Calvin Allen to her
chest and began crying again,
Birgit Allen barely had to move
to rest her
head on her
father-in-
law’s welcom-
ing shoulder.

“I was just
glad every
minute I
spent with
him, even if
we argued,
because it
was the most
wonderful time I've had,” said
Birgit, 23, as her father-in-law,
Lonnie Allen, hugged her.

“At least I got to spend a little
time with him. It wasn’t a lot,
but it was wonderful.”

Lonnie Calvin Allen, 26, died
Thursday near Baghdad, when a
roadside bomb hit his Humvee,
his family said.

Since August, Allen, who went
by “Calvin,” had been serving in
Iraq with the 10th Mountain Di-
vision based at Fort Drum, N.Y.

Allen graduated in 1998 from
Bellevue East High School,
where he participated in foot-
ball, track, basketball and wres-
tling. His athletic versatility
said less about his natural abil-
ity than his resiliency, his
brother said.

“He was stubborn. He got cut
from the basketball team his

See Allen: Page S

Lonnie Allen

Lawman oversees tough-love drug busts of 2 n his family

By ELIZABETH AHLIN
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A drug bust this week hit close to
home for Sheriff Steven MacDon-
ald in Fremont County, Iowa.

One of his daughters and a grand-
son were among 11 people arrested
in connection with allegedly traf-
ficking drugs around Sidney and

Lisa Ann Countryman, 41, and
her oldest child, Kevin Daniel
Countryman, 18, both of Sidney,
were arrested on suspicion of spon-
soring a drug gathering and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. Kevin
Countryman was also arrested on
suspicion of possessing marijuana.

Lisa Countryman said Friday she
doesn’t do drugs and said there was

son was not available for comment.

MacDonald said he thinks his
daughter has been involved with
drugs for years and said he tried to
talk to her about it a few years ago.

“I forewarned her that if you
don’t make some lifestyle changes,
we’re going to be kicking your door
in one of these days, and you’re not
going to like it,” MacDonald said.

arrest.

ized the investigation, did not go to
his daughter’s house when officers
executed a search warrant Wednes-
day, but he was at the jail after her

“She was very tearful,” MacDon-
ald said. “It’s a heart-wrenching
thing, but I guess it’s hard love.”

Approving the investigation was
“just part of the job,” he said.

ing bail.

Despite Lisa Countryman’s as-
sertions to the contrary, MacDon-
ald said it had been obvious to him

gation, four officers arranged drug
purchases and executed search
warrants. MacDonald’s only role
was as the officers’ supervisor.
Lisa and Kevin Countryman each
spent one night in jail before post-

Tabor, Iowa. no basis for her arrest. She said her MacDonald, who said he author- During the three-month investi- See Sheriff: PageS MacDonald
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Jim Henson and his wife, Jane, pose with some of the early ancestors
of the Muppets — creatures from the “Sam and Friends” television
show. The National Museum of Ametrican History in Washington, D.C.,
has opened a display about the puppets and Henson, who died in

1990 at age 53. Page 5

Death penalty is
issue in siege case

The likelihood of a guilty
verdict for the only surviving
hostage-taker in the 2004 Bes-
lan school siege has turned the
debate here to Russia’s
10-year-old moratorium on the
death penalty. Prosecutors and
relatives of the 371 victims —
more than half of whom were
children — have asked the
judge to ignore the morato-
rium. Others hope the defen-
dant, if spared, will reveal who
organized the attack. Page 8

Abortions
down in Nebraska

The number of abortions in
Nebraska last year declined
11.5 percent from 2004,
according to a report from Ne-
braska Health and Human
Services. Physicians in Ne-
braska performed 3,173 abor-
tions in 2005, 411 fewer than
the previous year. The number
of abortions in 2005 was half
the number performed in 1990,
when Nebraska reported a
peak of 6,346. Page 1

Sutton retires
with 798 wins

Eddie Sutton retired as Ok-
lahoma State’s basketball
coach after a drunken driving
accident ended a 36-year ca-
reer high-
lighted by
798 wins and
three trips to
the Final
Four. “This
decision is
about simply
what’s best
for me and
what’s best
for the bas-

Sutton
ketball program at Oklahoma
State,” Sutton said. His retire-
ment takes effect June 30.
Page 1

Peacock, a Popp
and turkeys, too

A successful turkey hunt on
a 500-acre Missouri farm near
the Osage and Missouri Rivers
involves a peacock and a re-
tired coach named Soda Popp.
“I don’t know if he thinks he’s
a turkey or if the turkeys think
they are peacocks,” Popp says.
Page 12

New hotel caters
to the furry crowd

A new hotel opened recently
in west Omaha. It can accom-
modate about 200 guests and
offers atrium rooms and lux-
ury suites with extra ameni-
ties. Lambskin blankets cover
the beds. Guests can enjoy
pampering at a nearby salon

or work with a personal
trainer. Welcome to PetsHotel,
an overnight and day-care
service for dogs and cats.
Pagel

Cabela’s plans
2nd Chicago store

Cabela’s will build a second
retail store in the Chicago
market, not far from where
Bass Pro Shops, its major com-
petitor, is building one. The
Sidney, Neb., company said
Friday that it would put up a
185,000-square-foot store in
Hammond, Ind., at the south-
east corner of the Chicago
metropolitan area. Page 1

‘Code’ actress
surprised by frenzy

Audrey Tautou knew she
was getting into the biggest
film of her career. She did not
know she was getting into one
of the big-
gest — and
most debated
— of her
generation.
The French
star is the fe-
male lead op-
posite Tom
Hanks in
“The Da
Vinci Code.”
What caught Tautou by sur-
prise was the media frenzy
after director Ron Howard
cast her as French police
cryptologist Sophie Neveu.
Page2

Tautou

Benedict follows
own path as pope

Even amid allegations of
sexual abuse, the founder of
the Legionaries of Christ re-
mained a favorite of Pope John
Paul II. Friday, Pope Benedict
XVI diverted from his beloved
predecessor by asking the
Rev. Marcial Maciel to stop
celebrating Mass publicly and
live a life of “prayer and pen-
ance” — effectively making
him a priest in name only.
Page3

POWERBALL
W Wednesday, May 17:
15-17-24-26-35. Powerball: 38. Power
Play: 4. One winning jackpot ticket,
worth $116.8 million, sold in South Da-
kota. Estimated jackpot for Saturday,
May 20: $15 million.
NEBRASKA
M Pick 5 — Friday, May 19:
3-10-30-32-38. No jackpot winner.
Jackpot for Saturday, May 20:
$74,000.
M 2by2 — Friday, May 19: red 5-13;
white 10-20.
M Pick 3 —Friday, May 19: 2-2-2.
IOWA
M Cash Game — Friday, May 19:
12-15-16-26-33.
M Hot Lotto — Wednesday, May 17:
3-8-11-31-37. Hot Ball: 3.
M Pick 3 — Friday, May 19: midday
9-7-6; evening 2-1-7.
M Pick 4 — Friday, May 19: midday
2-7-9-9; evening 3-0-3-6.

Lottery results from other states are
at Omaha.com.
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Friends, neighbors gather to mourn

M A vigil becomes a
memorial as people
come to grips with
the chilling reality of

the death of Amber
Harris.

By JasoN KuiPEr
AND ERIN GRACE

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

It was planned as a vigil, but
by late afternoon Friday it had
turned to a memorial service as
word spread that the remains
found in Hummel Park last
week were those of Amber
Harris.

Faushia Weeden, Amber’s
classmate at Beveridge Magnet
Center, wanted to show her sup-
port for the 12-year-old who sat
by her in international and so-
cial studies classes.

She was one of about SO peo-
ple who came to Pulaski Park to
pray and mourn. They held
hands and circled the play-
ground equipment in the park at
41st Avenue and H Street.

Then they walked to the out-
field grass of the ball diamond
and released pink and silver bal-
loons that drifted into the sky as
little boys played soccer on the
infield dirt.

“She was my friend, and I was
hoping she would be safe,” Fau-
shia said.

In Amber’s neighborhood,
others had held out that hope, in-
cluding Dorothy Fant.

Fant said Friday that she will
always remember the smiling
little girl who never got a
chance to grow up.

The retired hairdresser lives
across the street from Amber
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Pink and silver balloons containing Amber Harris’ picture and description are released Friday evening at Pulaski
Park near 41st Avenue and H Street. The event, planned as a vigil for Amber, became a memorial.

Harris’ house. She can still see
Amber’s “cute little face.” She
can hear her call out still, “Hi,
Miss Dorothy!”

What haunts her now is the
chilling reality of Amber’s final
moments.

“It hurts so bad,” said Fant. “I
know there’s some closure, but I
wanted her alive. She was just a
dear little kid, and we loved
her.”

Death had increasingly
loomed as a possible end to the
saga of the child whose face ap-
peared on fliers, billboards and,
each Thursday, on the cover of
the Omaha Star newspaper un-
der the headline: MISSING.

Still, when police announced
the death Friday, Amber’s for-
mer third-grade teacher was

struck by her own disbelief.

“Everybody talked about her
like she was still alive,” Shari
Hess said. “That’s all changed.”

Hess had taught Amber —
and her dad, Michael — during a
31-year teaching career at Loth-
rop Elementary.

She had kept vigil with Am-
ber’s parents on many evenings,
including Thursday, when hope
was still high.

Attorney LaVon Stennis Wil-
liams, who launched the fami-
ly’s first fundraiser for a re-
ward fund and helped with the
family’s legal concerns, had
shared that hope.

“Everyone was keeping faith
that she would be located, she
would be found alive,” Williams
said.

Those who didn’t know Am-
ber but had pitched in to help
over the past several months ex-
pressed resignation Friday.

“Our hearts bleed for this
family,” said the Rev. Thomas L.
Smith, pastor of Paradise Bap-
tist Church, 2124 Lothrop St.

Paradise was one of several
churches to hold prayer vigils
for Amber.

Hess, Amber’s third-grade
teacher, is haunted by a life cut
short.

“It’s a little girl,” Hess said.
“She never got to grow up. She
never had the chance to be
somebody’s mom. I don’t think
anybody can describe this any
other way than it’s a horrifying
tragedy. A young, vital, sweet
little girl.”

Amber: Police have leads but no identitied suspect

Continuedfrom Page 1

remains found May 11 in Hum-
mel Park. There are no sus-
pects, he said.

Mayor Mike Fahey offered
his condolences to the Harris
family. “Amber Harris was a
child of Omaha,” he said.

Detectives gave the family
the news they had hoped would
never come.

A homicide detective and a
detective from the special vic-
tims unit arrived at the Harris
home near 16th and Spencer
Streets shortly after 4 p.m. Am-
ber’s father, Michael Harris,
preceded their entrance, rush-
ing into the living room from
the front porch to warn his wife.

“We’ve got to talk, babe,” he
told her. “The detectives are
here.”

It wasn’t the detectives’ first
visit. Investigators stopped by
the home periodically after the
Hummel Park discovery to urge
patience while DNA testing ran
its course.

They dropped few clues about
the possible identity, and Am-
ber’s mother, Melissa, contin-
ued expressing hope day after
day that Amber would be found
alive.

But this time was different.

The somber detectives left
the home after 10 minutes, and
the house was silent. After pre-
vious visits, Melissa Harris had
emerged from the home to talk
to reporters. This time, she did
not.

Five minutes passed before
Amber’s 15-year-old brother,
Justin, stormed out of the home,
angry and crying. Michael
Harris, choking on sobs, chased
his son. Then Melissa Harris
burst from the front door, look-
ing in every direction for a sign
of the two.

“Did he run away? Did he run
away?” she said, frantic. She
turned to reporters, gathered
behind a fence dotted with yel-
low ribbons, and sobbed as she
said, “It’s her, you guys.”

Justin and Michael Harris re-
turned, and family and friends
slowly trickled to the home. The

Help for the
grieving

The Omaha Public Schools will
have a crisis team and staff
members at Beveridge Magnet
Center today, beginning at 9 a.m.,
to meet with students. Amber

Harris was a seventh-grader at
the school at 1616 S. 120th St.

A crisis team will be at Beveridge
again Monday when students
arrive.

front porch that had served as a
lookout for detectives became a
place of grief, as friends and
family consoled the crying
Harris children.

As the family mourns, the po-
lice investigation moves ahead
to determine what happened
Nov. 29 after Amber stepped off
a bus on her way home from
school.

“We do not have an identified
suspect,” the police chief said.
But the police do have a number
of leads, he said.

Forensic, anthropological and
archaeological experts are as-
sisting with the investigation, as
are forensic dentistry experts.
They will determine how long
the body had been at the park.

Warren said the skull was
partially visible to the people
who discovered the remains
about 20 feet into the Hummel
Park woods. Those people, he
said, are not considered sus-
pects and wish to remain anony-
mous.

An autopsy was completed
Sunday, but police still are
working on a preliminary cause
of death.

In addition to DNA linking
the remains to Amber, Warren
said clothes found at Hummel
Park also appeared to have be-
longed to the girl.

Warren defended the way
Omaha police handled the in-
vestigation into Amber’s disap-
pearance.

The police asked the public
for help finding Amber 26 hours
after her parents reported her
missing.

They released a photo of Am-
ber, her physical description
and a disclaimer: “Harris is not
thought to be in danger, but due
to the weather conditions and
the age of the juvenile, assist-
ance from the public in locating
the juvenile is requested.”

For days, police would con-
tinue repeating their belief that
Amber was not in danger, say-
ing there was no evidence to
suggest an abduction had taken
place.

Despite some criticisms,
Omaha police will not change
the way missing children cases
are investigated, Warren said.

From the beginning, he said,
the investigation was handled
according to department policy.
Nothing indicated that Amber
was in danger when police first
issued notice to the public that
she was missing, he said.

Melissa and Michael Harris
called police around 7 p.m. Nov.
29 to report their daughter
missing.

Amber had called her father
from a friend’s cell phone to say
she was coming home from
Beveridge Magnet Center on
the school’s late bus.

A teacher who saw Amber
said the girl appeared happy
while she finished an assign-
ment to make thank-you cards
for her family and asked a cus-
todian to unlock a classroom for
a forgotten notebook.

Around 4:30 p.m., she and 19
other students boarded the bus
for a 70-minute ride to north-
east Omaha.

Near the end, Amber was
seen on the bus surveillance
tape wiping makeup off her eye-
lids and lips — a sign, her par-
ents said, that she was prepar-
ing to come home, where
wearing makeup wasn’t al-
lowed.

Amber asked the driver to let
her off at Florence Boulevard
and Pinkney Street, four blocks
closer to home than her regular
bus stop, Lothrop Magnet Cen-
ter.

She got off the bus at 5:41
p-m. and walked a few blocks to

Lothrop Street, where she
turned east toward her home.

It was the last anyone is
known to have seen her.

That night, Omaha police
searched the area around 24th
and Lothrop Streets, near where
Amber normally was dropped
off.

In the months that followed,
Melissa Harris fielded many
press requests in order to keep
her daughter’s face in the pub-
lic eye.

The family also answered
hard questions about Michael
Harris’ 1983 rape conviction
and periods of time that four of
their six children have spent in
foster care. Both parents said
theirs was a happy home from
which no child would want to
flee.

Over time, anything that re-
minded the couple of Amber be-
came difficult to face. Melissa
Harris said she changed the sta-
tion on the radio every time she
heard Martina McBride singing
“God’s Will,” a song that Amber
had memorized and often belted
out a cappella.

It also was hard to watch
video footage of Amber step-
ping off her school bus on Nov.
29.

“Because she’s just so real,”
Melissa Harris said earlier this
week.

The first conclusive lead in
the case was discovered on Val-
entine’s Day when a man living
at 2115 Lake St. found Amber’s
book bag in a cement mixer be-
hind his home.

In the book bag were Amber’s
jacket, jeans and a bra.

Amber’s parents believed the
book bag was planted by some-
one, because it hadn’t been
there the night before and it
showed no sign of wear from 77
days of winter weather.

Warren called that discovery
“the biggest break in the case.”
The bag will continue to be pro-
cessed for evidence.

Omaha police will continue
following up on leads. Warren
encouraged anyone with infor-
mation to call Crime Stoppers at
444-7867.

Body: Missing woman’s family plans to search today

Continuedfrom Page 1
since May 3.

Tribble’s father, John Gos-
tomski, said the family was ad-
vised by police not to go to the
scene of the discovery.

Tribble’s stepsister Christine
Gaines said the family asked po-
lice about the clothing on the
body, the hair color and hair
length, but investigators told
them that the condition of the
body made it difficult to de-
termine those characteristics.

“We were hoping for at least
some word on the identifica-
tion,” Gaines said. “We don’t
need to know the autopsy re-
sults now as much as whether
it’s (Tracy).”

The family still planned to go
ahead with a massive search in
Council Bluffs this morning to
look for clues to Tracy’s disap-
pearance.

Other than gender and race,
Mann declined to offer any fur-
ther information about the body.

“We will continue our investi-
gation here in Council Bluffs,”
he said.

The body was removed from
the water shortly before 1 p.m.
Friday and was being sent to the
State Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice in Ankeny, Iowa. The au-
topsy was scheduled for 9 a.m.
today.

In another case, Jessica
O’Gradv. a 19-vear-old sopho-

more at the University of Ne-
braska at Omaha, has been miss-
ing since May 10. The O’Grady
family said authorities did not
contact them Friday about the
body found in Council Bluffs.

Police taped off a section of
Emil Lane, as neighbors gath-
ered to watch Friday.

This is not the first time that a
body has washed ashore at
Hunter Landing, a small, quiet
neighborhood of riverside cab-
ins near Gifford Road. Many of
the cabins are seasonal homes,
said owner Gil Hunter.

He estimated that about ev-
ery 10 years a body is swept
ashore.

Rich Petersen lives several

homes down from where the
body was found.

“I’'ve been here 42 years, and
I think this is the fourth body
that I can recall,” said Petersen,
who took time out from mowing
his lawn Friday morning to
watch as police worked along
the shore.

When Debra Andrews heard
from her brother, a Hunter
Landing resident, that a wom-
an’s body had been found, her
thoughts immediately turned to
Tracy Tribble.

“I just hope it’s not her,” An-
drews said standing outside the
yellow police tape. “That’s what
everybody is wondering about.
It’s just so weird.”
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A Cheyenne County Sheriff’s Office
photo shows that Richard Thomp-
son stands about 61 inches tall.

Outrage
at short

molester’s
probation

Attorney general
promises appeal

Judge won't comment

By PAuL HAMMEL
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Advocates for
rape victims expressed outrage
and Attorney General Jon Brun-
ing promised an appeal after a
S-foot-1 child molester was sen-
tenced to probation rather than
prison, reportedly because of
his small stature.

Angry e-
mails and
news media
inquiries
poured into
Sidney, Neb.,
Thursday, two
days after
Richard
Thompson, S0,
was sentenced
to two consec-
utive five-
year terms of intensive super-
vised probation for two counts
of sexually assaulting a
13-year-old girl.

“I don’t care if he’s three feet
tall,” Bruning said. “If you
abuse children in this state, you
will pay a price. Probation is too
small a price.

“This judge made a mistake.”

A state prison official denied
that short people are at any
greater risk behind bars, al-
though he acknowledged that
convicted child rapists do face
difficulties from other inmates.

“But we run safe prisons,”
said Steve King, spokesman for
the Nebraska Department of
Corrections. “An inmate, if they
feel threatened, can request
protective custody.”

Cheyenne County District
Judge Kristine Cecava declined
to comment.

In announcing the sentence
Tuesday, she said that although
Thompson deserved a long
prison sentence, the man de-
scribed as weighing about 100
pounds was too small to survive
long in the state penitentiary.

The judge said in court that it
didn’t appear that Thompson
was a “hunter.” A psychological
examination concluded that
Thompson wasn’t a sexual pred-
ator. Cecava said she planned to
craft a sentence that would keep
him out of prison.

He was ordered to wear an
electronic monitor on his ankle
for 120 days, to never be alone
with someone younger than 18,
to undergo chemical tests and to
receive frequent visits from
probation officers.

He also was ordered to spend

See Sentence: Page?2

Cecava

Immigration showdown set

M Legislation approved by the Senate goes
far beyond the House plan.

By JAkE THOMPSON
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — After
weeks of passionate debate, the
U.S. Senate on Thursday en-
dorsed tougher border secu-
rity, sanctions on employers, a
worker ID card, a new guest
worker program and a chance
at citizenship for millions of il-
legal immigrants.

The landmark legislation,
which won bipartisan approval,

marked a big victory for one of
its key co-authors, Sen. Chuck
Hagel, R-Neb.

The bill heads into an uncer-
tain future in a showdown with
the House, which already had
passed an immigration bill
limited to border security mea-
sures.

“This represents a very clear
acknowledgment that we ...
need to address immigration
reform,” Hagel said of the Sen-
ate’s action. “I think the envi-

ronment is right — the winds,
the barometric pressure of poli-
tics is right. And I’'m hopeful
and optimistic we will get a
good bill.”

Sen. Ben Nelson of Nebraska
also played a role, as the lead
Democrat pushing a bill that
addressed only border security.

Nelson sounded a skeptical
note as he branded the guest
worker and citizenship provi-
sions “amnesty” for those who
are here illegally.

“The amnesty plan the Sen-
ate passed today will ultimately
stall and with it delay any mea-
sures to secure our borders,”
Nelson said. “The political real-

Inside

Mexican President Vicente Fox
tells California lawmakers that
immigration reform will benefit
both the United States and
Mexico. Page 4

ity is that there are great dif-
ferences of opinion on how to
handle illegal immigration, but
there is general consensus on
securing the border.”

Polls show that many Ameri-
cans want to curb illegal entry
by a flood of immigrants they
say are taking away jobs, driv-
ing down wages and exposing

the country to possible terror-
ism.

The bill the House passed in
December beefs up border con-
trol, proposes building a big
fence along the U.S.-Mexico
border and seeks to deport most
of the nation’s estimated 11 mil-
lion undocumented immigrants.
It has no guest worker or citi-
zenship provisions.

But House GOP leaders have
sent mixed signals lately about
what kind of legislation they
might support.

Congress is under pressure to
produce an immigration bill
this year, because of the pub-

See Border: Page 2

AMBER HARRIS' LIFE REMEMBERED

ervice draws
large crowd
united in grief

KENTSIEVERS/THE WORLD-HERALD
Amber Harris’ parents, at bottom, receive condolences at Thursday’s memorial service.

By ERIN GRACE
AND LYNN SAFRANEK

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Wearing dressy clothes and
solemn faces, the Beveridge

Magnet Center choir, minus one
sang about

female voice,
dreams and a
city called
heaven.

In brave
voices both
high and sweet
and low and
newly changed,
the classmates
of Amber
Harris paid
tribute Thurs-
day to their
slain fellow
choir member
— in song and
tears.

Facing a
standing-room-
only crowd of
more than S00
people at Grace
Apostolic
Church, their
grief mirrored
the stricken expressions of an
audience of family members,
public officials and strangers.

All, it seemed — from Am-
ber’s school principal to a re-
cent hurricane transplant from
New Orleans — had come to the
church at 2216 Military Ave. to
say goodbye to the 12-year-old
girl whose disappearance

THE WORLD-HERALD
Melissa Harris, shown with her
husband, Michael, told mourn-
ers her daughter’s legacy starts
now: “We will find who did this.” A

gripped the city for months.

Noting that the service fell on
National Missing Children’s
Day, Marc Klaas, a national
child abduction expert, called
Amber “every child.”

Bishop William Barlowe, pas-
tor of Grace, called her “our
Amber, not
north Omaha’s
Amber.”

“She’s our
Amber,” he re-
peated.

A painting of
the now-fami-
liar school pic-
ture of Amber
stood on a bed
of white and
pink roses near
the altar. The
photo adorned
the service pro-
gram and a
handmade quilt
that Beveridge
Principal Cara
Riggs pre-
sented to Am-
ber’s family.
slideshow

flashed other
images: Amber as a baby, wear-
ing a bathing suit in her favorite
color, pink. And Amber, not
more than 4, wearing a white
dress with her legs crossed like
a little lady.

She was, as mourners recalled
her, a girl’s girl. Someone who
wanted to be a hairdresser or a
See Amber: Page 2
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Enron guilty verdicts echo in Omaha

By JoE RUFF
AND STACIE HAMEL

WORLD-HERALD
STAFF WRITERS

Mike Boyle was mayor of
Omaha in 1986 when Kenneth
Lay moved Enron from Omaha
to Houston after publicly say-
ing he wouldn’t. But Boyle said
he feels no joy in Lay’s fate.

The Enron chairman, along
with former Chief Executive
Officer Jeffrey Skilling, was

convicted Thursday of conspir-
acy to commit securities and
wire fraud and faces at least 25
years in prison.

“No one’s gleeful over this,”
Boyle said. “To go from the
seventh-largest company in the
nation down to this. This is a
terrible ending.”

The company’s move to
Houston was a blow to Omaha,
because before merging in
1985 with Lay’s Houston Natu-
ral Gas Co., InterNorth was an

important fixture in Omaha’s
business and civic life, Boyle
said. After the merger, the
companies became Enron.

Boyle said he went to Hous-
ton and met with Lay over
lunch to make a final plea for
the company to remain in
Omabha.

Lay was personable and fo-
cused, Boyle said. But Lay,
pointing to a glistening silver
tower in the skyline, said the
City of Houston would give En-

ron free use of the building for
three years, Boyle said.

Omaha probably couldn’t
match that kind of offer,
though it could try, Boyle said
he told Lay.

“It was a sinking feeling,
really,” Boyle said. “Enron was
a very important part of
Omaha.”

Dale Te Kolste, 85, was chief
financial officer of InterNorth
before retiring in 1982. He said

See Enron: Page 3

Lay
On Page 3

Kenneth Lay and Jeffrey Skilling
face spending the rest of their lives
in prison.

Skilling

Atimeline of Enron’s history,
including its connection to Omaha.
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DINNER AND A MOVIE

Coming Sunday

The latest
“X-Men” saga is
fast, cheap and
out of control.

The Scarlet and
Cream Letter Club
is the place for
sports fans —
especially Husker
fans — to dine.

Living
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How much gas
can you save by
driving slower?
Take a ride with
us down I-80 as
we find out.
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Bush orders sealing
of seized records

President Bush intervened
directly Thursday in a consti-
tutional fight between Con-
gress and the Justice Depart-
ment, ordering records seized
during an FBI search of the of-
fice of Rep. William Jefferson,
D-La., to be sealed for 45 days.
Bush said the material would
be turned over to the solicitor
general for a cooling-off pe-
riod. Page 7

Researchers plot
invisibility cloak

Imagine an invisibility cloak
that works like the one Harry
Potter inherited from his fa-
ther. Researchers think they
know how to do that. The keys
are special manmade materi-
als intended to steer light and
other forms of electromag-
netic radiation around an ob-
ject, rendering it as invisible
as something tucked into a
hole in space. Page 8

Grave misconduct
by Marines alleged

A military investigation into
the deaths of two dozen Iraqis
last November in the city of
Haditha is expected to find
that a small number of Ma-
rines carried out extensive,
unprovoked Killing of civil-
ians, said congressional, mili-
tary and Pentagon officials on
Thursday. The possibility of
murder charges against the
Marines and the emerging de-
tails of the killings have raised
fears that the incident could
be the gravest case involving
misconduct by U.S. ground
forces in Iraq. Page 10

Long wait for
adoption has ended

Rose and Philip Ross can
proceed with their long-hoped
for adoption of Dylan. Dylan
has been the center of the
Rosses’ life since he arrived in
their Omaha home two days
after he was born with meth-
amphetamine in his system.
He also has been at the center
of protracted court proceed-
ings over his future with Roy
Townsend, the man whose pit
bull mauled the genitals of Dy-
lan’s half brother. Page 1

Seat belts get
extra attention

The extra troopers and po-
lice on the roads of Iowa and
Nebraska this holiday week-
end will be looking for more
than speeders and drunken
drivers. The Memorial Day
weekend coincides with the
national Click It or Ticket
campaign. The two-week cam-
paign runs through June 4 and
is meant to increase the use of
lifesaving seat belts. Page 1

Huskers beat
Texas Tech

Nebraska beat Texas Tech
6-4 Thursday night at Brick-
town Ballpark to stay un-
beaten in the round-robin for-
mat and win back-to-back for
the first time this month. Ace
Joba Chamberlain earned his
first win in six starts. Cham-
berlain struck out seven — in-
cluding a tournament-record
five straight from the fourth
through sixth innings — and
walked one. The fourth-seeded
Huskers will meet top seed
Texas at 1 p.m. Saturday for a
spot in the Big 12 champion-
ship game Sunday. Page 1

Will NU-CU game
need to change?
University of Nebraska Ath-

letic Director Steve Pederson
will closely watch a decision
by the Big 12 to consider hav-
ing all its football teams play
on Thanksgiving weekend
starting in 2008. That move —
and a new league TV contract
in 2008 — could affect whether
the Huskers play Colorado ev-
ery year on the day after
Thanksgiving. Page 1

Doubletree is
part of acquisition

The owner of downtown
Omaha’s Doubletree Hotel is
being acquired by a private
partnership. Local officials
said it was too early to say
what impact that might have
on the hotel. Cleveland-based
Boykin Lodging Co., which has
interests in more than 20 ho-
tels in 13 states, including the
Doubletree, is being acquired
for $416 million by Braveheart
Holdings LP. Page 3

Road protesters
are arrested

Environmental protesters
who camped out for more than
a month to prevent the con-
struction of a Canadian high-
way were removed or arrested
Thursday, paving the way for
Peter Kiewit Sons’ Inc. to be-
gin work on the Sea to Sky
Highway. The project is part
of the province’s preparation
for the 2010 Winter Olympics,
which will be held in Vancou-
ver. Page 3

‘Promise’ wields
exhilarating effects

Simply in terms of its visual
poetry, the effects of image
upon image of dazzling impos-
sibility, “The Promise” is not
to be missed. Written and di-
rected by the mainland Chi-
nese director Chen Kaige,
“The Promise” mixes sword
and sorcery, fable and ro-
mance, and armies of knights
in acrobatic combat. Page 3

‘Idol’ helps push
Fox to No. 2

“American Idol” kept a tight
grip on viewers again last
week, maintaining its hold on
first- and second-place ratings
as the stage was set for this
week’s finale. Along with a
strong performance from
“House,” which ranked sixth,
Fox was runner-up for the
week in prime time, said Niel-
sen Media Research. CBS
marked its 10th consecutive
weekly prime time win. Page 8

FOR THE RECORD

Name: Mitch Gerstenkorn is
the park manager at Lake
McConaughy. His name was
misspelled in Thursday edi-
tions.

Date: Memorial Day was
first observed in 1868. The
date was incorrect in Thurs-
day’s Go! section.

POWERBALL
Bl Wednesday, May 24: 2-3-12-47-51..
Powerball: 10. Power Play: 3. No jack-
pot winner. Estimated jackpot for Sat-
urday, May 27: $28 million.
NEBRASKA
Ml Pick 5 — Thursday, May 25:
1-9-17-26-35. No jackpot winner. Jack-
pot for Friday, May 26: $62,000.
Ml 2by2 — Thursday, May 25: red
17-19; white 17-19.
M Pick 3 — Thursday, May 25: 5-5-5.
IOWA
Hl Cash Game — Thursday, May 25:
9-16-18-28-31.
H Hot Lotto — Wednesday, May 24:
9-12-14-16-18. Hot Ball: 13.
M Pick 3 — Thursday, May 25: midday
6-6-8; evening 7-0-8.
M Pick 4 — Thursday, May 25: midday
8-1-0-9; evening 3-3-8-4.

Lottery results from other states are
at Omaha.com.
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Amber: More than 500 attend memorial service

Continuedfrom Page 1

singer when she grew up. Some-
one who offered hugs and
smiles.

Someone whose quizzical
smile gave her mother, Melissa
Harris, the strength to speak
Thursday after she entered the
sanctuary in tears on the arm of
her husband, Michael.

The couple had prodded au-
thorities and the news media to
keep their daughter in the pub-
lic consciousness.

“If you look at Amber’s por-
trait, she’s saying, ‘Do it for
me,’ ” Melissa Harris said. “This
is just the beginning, my
friends. We start Amber’s leg-
acy right now. We will find who
did this.”

In his eulogy, Barlowe under-
scored that resolve.

“Don’t you forever think that
the blood, her blood, in Hummel
Park is not speaking,” Barlowe
said, referring to the spot in the
far north Omaha park where
Amber’s remains were found
May 11.

“Any time innocent blood is
shed, that blood is crying out.”

Barlowe told the crowd,
which included Omaha Public
Schools Superintendent John
Mackiel, Douglas County Attor-
ney Stu Dornan and City Coun-
cilman Frank Brown, that
Omahans need to examine their
priorities.

“If it’s not about the chil-
dren,” Barlowe said, “it’s not
about anything.”

He then invited mourners to
reach out to grieving children in
their midst.

Within moments, the seats
were empty and the aisles were
full as a long procession of peo-
ple moved toward the Harris
family in the front rows and the
children’s choir on altar risers.

KENTSIEVERS/THE WORLD-HERALD
Members of the Beveridge Magnet Center choir paid tribute to their fel-
low choir member in song and in tears during the service.

The act proved cathartic.

Amber’s classmates broke
down in sobs and hugged their
teachers, their parents and one
another.

Tears welled in the eyes of
one mother, Nevia Washington,
who came in purple medical

scrubs — she took time off her
job in an ophthalmologist’s of-
fice — to accompany her son,
Brandan.

“It’s a sad situation. It is,” she
said, shaking her head.

Brandan, who rode the school
bus with Amber and will be 13 in

a few weeks, noted wistfully
how things have changed.

“We picked her up every
morning,” he said.

Then, eyeing the throng gath-
ered around the Harrises, he
added: “I'm actually glad every-
one is here. It brought everyone
together.”

The mourners had streamed
into Grace Apostolic in lines
that sometimes stretched out
the front doors.

Harry Eure came because he
had stumbled upon a poem
about missing children written
by his late mother, Dorothy, a
civil rights figure and neighbor-
hood mother hen who had lived
a block from the Harris home.

Clutching the poem, written
in 1983, Eure pointed to his
mother’s typed print: “This trag-
edy in America has affected us
all — black, white, red, yellow
children, children all.”

“She would have been so
moved by this little girl,” Eure
said of his mother. “She used to
always say there’s too many
kids missing in America.”

Barlowe asked for prayers
for Jessica O’Grady, a
19-year-old Omaha college stu-
dent who was last seen May 10,
and for the family of Tracy
Tribble, a Council Bluffs woman
whose body was found in the
Missouri River last week.

Pinned to her pink blouse, Me-
lissa Harris wore her daughter’s
photo and photos of two others:
Polly Klaas, Marc Klaas’ daugh-
ter, who was kidnapped and
killed in California a dozen
years ago; and Omahan Jason
Jolkowski, who disappeared in
2001.

“I have to keep things going,”
Melissa Harris said. “We’ve got
to save our kids.”

Border: Hagel plan seen as key to any compromise

Continuedfrom Page 1

lic’s mood and looming midterm
congressional elections. Presi-
dent Bush, who has campaigned
for a comprehensive immigra-
tion bill, also could use a win to
help shore up his low public ap-
proval ratings.

Backers of the Senate bill said
the 62-36 final vote sends a sig-
nal to the House to be open to
compromise.

A coalition of Senate Republi-
cans and Democrats approved
the broadest changes to immi-
gration policy since a 1986 bill
granted amnesty to 3 million un-
documented immigrants.

For Hagel, the win was sweet.
He began working on immigra-
tion in 2001 and introduced bills
in 2004 and 2005.

During the past two weeks of
debate, he haunted the Senate
floor, met daily with about a
dozen key proponents planning
strategy and helped fend off op-
posing amendments.

He fought to preserve a com-
promise he crafted this spring
with Sen. Mel Martinez, R-Fla.,
to set up a three-tiered plan to
address illegal immigrants.

It will be the heart of the fight
between House and Senate ne-
gotiators trying to work out a fi-
nal deal.

The Hagel-Martinez plan al-
lows about 7 million immigrants
living in the United States for
more than five years the chance
to apply for citizenship — if
they have worked here more
than three years, pay a $3,250
fine and meet other require-
ments.

A second group of several
million who have been in the
country from two to five years
would have to apply for visas,
leave the country and re-enter.

Senate immigration bill
Key elements of the immigration bill passed Thursday by the U.S. Senate:

More border patrol agents would be hired, along with more immigration

and customs enforcement officers.

Border fencing would be quadrupled, and electronic surveillance

enhanced.

Aliens with work authorization would be required to show a
tamper-resistant identification card.

Guest workers would need to be employed to apply for a permanent

residency green card.

lllegal immigrants who have been in the United States five years or more
would have to pay a $3,250 fine and back taxes, pass background
checks, prove they have worked for at least three years, register for
military service, demonstrate knowledge of English and American civics

and work an additional six years.

lllegal immigrants who have been in the United States between two and
five years would have to leave the country and return through a port of
entry in order to obtain a temporary work visa. They would then need to
meet the same requirements as those who have been in the country

more than five years.

lllegal immigrants who have been in the United States less than two
years would have to voluntarily return home or be deported.

The third group — made up of
about 2 million people, here less
than two years — would have to
leave.

That provision attracted a co-
alition of more than a dozen Re-
publicans and many Democrats
who helped ensure passage.

Voting for the bill with Hagel
was Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa.
Voting against were Nelson and
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa.

Nelson and Grassley said the
United States should secure its
border first and deal with illegal
immigrants later.

“I was burned once, in 1986,
when I voted for amnesty, be-
lieving that it would solve our
problems. Now we have a
12 million illegal immigrant
problem. I’m not getting burned

again,” Grassley said.

“Not only do we have a glide
path to citizenship, but it’s a
glide path with plenty of loop-
holes that don’t meet the com-
mon-sense test.”

Harkin, although a supporter
of the bill, questioned how the
three-tier system would be im-
plemented and whether the sec-
ond group of immigrants would
come forward to accept tempo-
rary deportation.

“I don’t know if it’s work-
able,” Harkin said.

Many House Republicans will
strongly resist the Senate bill,
said U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry,
R-Neb.

“I think the House bill had it
right — our emphasis on border
security, stopping human smug-

gling, as well as stronger penal-
ties against the unscrupulous
who exploit the poor and vulner-
able. I think that’s the first pri-
ority,” he said.

“I think there’ll be a strong at-
tempt to work something out,
but right now the House has
made a firm stand,” he said.

Other Midlands House Repub-
licans also expressed reserva-
tions about the Hagel-Martinez
plan, with Rep. Steve King, R-
Iowa, registering the strongest
condemnation.

The House, said Rep. Lee
Terry, R-Neb., does seem “set in
stone” against any amnesty or
guest worker plan.

Terry said he is open to a
guest worker plan but not the
rest of Hagel’s approach —
which he called amnesty — as
long as there is serious border
security enforcement enacted.

“Frankly, what I hear from
my constituents is they don’t
think we’ll do border security,”
Terry said. “That has to be the
foundation of any bill.”

Rep. Tom Osborne, R-Neb.,
said that in his western Ne-
braska district, “People don’t
like the idea of amnesty.”

Hagel acknowledged ‘“vast
differences” between the two
bills, but said they could be
turned into an advantage.

He said the differences can
be resolved and Congress can
pass the most significant, far-
reaching legislation he’s seen in
his 10 years in the Senate.

“It’s clearly in the interests of
our country, it is clearly in the
interests of the Republican
Party and is clearly in the inter-
ests of the president,” he said. “I
think the currents are running
with us.”

Sentence: Size shouldn’t be factor, critics say

Continuedfrom Page 1
30 days each year in county jail
during his probation, although
those stays could be waived by
his probation officer.

“Too short to go to prison?”
was the headline in Wednes-
day’s Sidney Sun-Telegraph
newspaper.

“People are outraged that
someone who committed this
kind of sexual offense did not go
to prison,” said Jim Headley, the
Sun-Telegraph’s editor.

He said his office had been in-
undated with e-mails from
across the country, including
several from people who identi-
fied themselves as victims of
sexual assault.

Headley, who covered the
sentencing hearing Tuesday,
said Thompson was a lifelong
acquaintance. The editor said he
shook his hand before the hear-
ing, thinking that he wouldn’t be
seeing the man for a long time.

Officials with rape-victim
counseling centers in Scotts-
bluff, Lincoln and Omaha all
said the probation sentence —
and the reasons for it — sent the
wrong message to child victims
of sexual assault.

“It sounds like the iudege is

more concerned about the
safety of the perpetrator than
the victim,” said Mary Larsen,
director of the Women Against
Violence program at the Omaha
YWCA.

“I certainly hope the guy’s
height is not the sole reason he’s
not going to prison. If that’s it,
it’s wrong,” said Lorrie Wold,
executive director of the Scotts-
bluff-based Capstone Child Ad-
vocacy Center, whose region in-
cludes Sidney.

State Sen. Ernie Chambers of
Omaha, a frequent critic of
judges, also said the sentence
made no sense.

“The message should not be
out there that if you are a cer-
tain height, you are immune
from going to prison,” Cham-
bers said. He urged the attorney
general or local prosecutor to
appeal.

Thompson’s court-appointed
attorney, Don Miller of Sidney,
declined to comment.

The prosecutor, Cheyenne
County Attorney Paul Schaub,
said he had not yet talked to the
victim, now 14, and her legal
custodian about the sentence.

“As a prosecutor, my greatest
concern is the neonle who are

out of prison,” Schaub said, re-
ferring to victims.

Schaub declined to comment
directly on the sentence but said
he wasn’t “as shocked as other
people” because of what he had
read in the presentence investi-
gation report.

That confidential report is
prepared for a judge to provide
background on the convicted
person and aid in sentencing.

As part of a plea agreement,
Schaub said, he agreed not to
make a sentence recommenda-
tion but to agree with whatever
was recommended by the local
probation office.

Schaub and Miller declined to
say if the presentence report
recommended probation. That
recommendation was not dis-
closed during the court hearing.

Thompson initially was
charged with two counts of sex-
ual assault of a child, a Class 3A
felony that carries a potential
five-year prison sentence. That
charge involves sexual contact.

A third charge, sexual assault
of a minor, a Class 2 felony,
which alleges sexual penetra-
tion, was dropped in exchange
for Thompson’s “no contest”
nlea to the other two charces A

Class 2 felony carries a penalty
of up to S0 years in prison.

The type of probation ordered
for Thompson is called “inten-
sive supervised probation” or
ISP. It provides an intermediate
alternative between regular
probation and prison, said Ellen
Fabian Brokofsky, the state pro-
bation administrator.

“It is designed for people who
are at risk (to reoffend) but can
function in the community with
some controls,” Brokofsky said.

Don Douglas, who coordinates
the ISP program in the Sidney
region, said such offenders are
visited by probation officers at
least six times a month and are
subject to random home
searches and random drug tests.

Officers also visit the offend-
ers’ bosses or others who know
them at least six times a month,
Douglas said. Thompson works
at a Sidney factory.

A new sexual predator law
takes effect July 14. It carries a
mandatory 15-year prison sen-
tence for sexual assaults of
those 12 or younger. The victim
in this case however was 13
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Bagged
meters
a benefit
to some

Contractors, others
pay for privilege
(lose access needed

By MicHAEL O’CONNOR
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Scouting for a parking spot in
downtown Omaha can frustrate
even the most patient driver.

Frustrations can rise even
higher when the driver spots an
open space, but notices that the
meter is covered by a white can-
vas bag with the words: No Park-
ing Any Time.

The bags have become more
common in recent years because
of an increase in downtown rede-
velopment, the city says.

Contractors, electricians and
others pay a daily fee for the
bags, allowing them to essen-
tially rent parking spaces from
the city. Downtown companies
also can request the bags for spe-
cial events.

The city says it bags meters
for contractors who have crews
working on downtown buildings
because they need close access to
move equipment.

“It’s to help people who are
providing a service,” said Lionel
Oropeza of the city’s traffic de-
partment. “It’s not to give anyone
favoritism.”

When contractors have easy
access, projects can get done
more quickly and efficiently, he
said.

The city also bags meters be-
cause of street construction, pa-
rades and other public events.

The bags are not available for
personal use, such as by a down-
town employee who wants a
close parking spot.

The bags, which are locked
onto a meter, can be requested
by businesses and companies
downtown that are having spe-
cialevents.

For example, handicap park-
ing signs and regular meters
were bagged periodically last
week by the city at the request of
Union Pacific. The parking
spaces are adjacent to U.P.s
headquarters at 14th and Doug-
las Streets.

U.P. used the spaces for park-
ing and for dropping off and
picking up people attending
events at its headquarters, U.P.
spokesman Gene Hinkle said.

Oropeza said the city doesn’t
baghandicap spaces often.

There are seven handicap
spaces around the U.P. building.

See Meters: Page 2
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Melissa and Michael Harris, the parents of Amber Harris, said today that the arrest of a suspect in her slaying does not bring closure to the fam-
ily. Melissa Harris said: “l won’t have closure until the day | die.”

Sex offender arrested in slaying of Amber Harris

By LYNN SAFRANEK
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Amber Harris’ book bag, discovered in
nearly pristine condition in a trash bin a
year ago, contained evidence that directly
links the 12-year-old girl’s slaying suspect
to her homicide, Police Chief Thomas War-
rensaid today.

Omaha police announced today that they
had arrested Roy Ellis, a convicted sex of-
fender, on suspicion of first-degree mur-
der in Amber’s homicide.

Ellis, 53, has been jailed since June on
unrelated charges.

Amber, a seventh-grader at Omaha’s
Beveridge Magnet Center, disappeared
Nov. 29,2005, during her walk home from a
school bus stop at Florence Boulevard and
Pinkney Street. Her remains were discov-
ered in May, half-buried in Hummel Park
in far northeast Omaha.

An autopsy showed she died from
blunt-force traumato the head.

Hundreds of people joined in the search
for Amber in the months before her re-
mains were discovered, and billboards
asked for the public’s help in finding her.

Amber’s parents, Michael and Melissa
Harris, said today that Ellis’ arrest does not
bring closure to the family.

“It’s not relief. It’s just another part of
the puzzle that’s being solved,” Melissa
Harris said. “I won’t have closure until the
day Idie.”

Ellis is set to appear in court Tuesday
afternoon. Prosecutors plan to seek the

death penalty against him.

Douglas County Attorney Don Kleine
said today that Amber was killed purposely
during the perpetration or attempted per-
petration of a sexual assault. DNA evi-
dence, a “very important” aspect to the
case, links Ellis to Amber’s homicide, he
said.

Since his arrest June 2 on a domestic vio-
lence charge, Ellis has been the focus of the
investigation into Amber’s disappearance
and death.

Ellis lived with his girlfriend just a block
from where Amber’s book bag was discov-
ered Feb. 14 of last year. His house is less
than amile from the Harris home.

Chief Warren has long said the book bag
provided investigators key evidence. To-
day, he said “evidence contained in the
book bag” linked Ellis to Amber’s homi-

cide.

Inside the bag were Amber’s jeans, bra
and jacket.

Ellis had been in jail for two months
when the book bag was discovered. He
wasn’t released from jail until late March
of lastyear.

Investigators have a theory about who
was responsible for placing the book bag in
the trash bin, Warren said, but don’t know
conclusively howitended up there.

Ellis was questioned about Amber’s dis-
appearance, but he “chose not to cooper-
ate,” Warren said.

Ellis’ attorney, W. Patrick Dunn, de-
clined to comment.

Ellis’ girlfriend, Jean Fisher, said she
still loves Ellis and doesn’t believe he had
anything to do with Amber’s homicide.

“He didn’t even know that girl,” Fisher
said. “Why would they think he would do
somethinglike this?”

“I do feel sorry for the Harris family,”
she said, “and I know this was hard for them
to deal with. I feel for them. Ireally do.”

Prosecutors plan to seek the death pen-
alty against Ellis based on three aggravat-
ing factors: Ellis’ history of terrorizing vic-
tims, that the homicide allegedly occurred
to conceal a sexual assault or attempted
sexual assault and the heinousness of the
crime, Kleine said.

The Harrises went to Kleine’s office this
morning to talk with him and police. They
returned home about 9:45 a.m. and met with

See Arrest: Page 2
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The Harris case

Nov. 29, 2005: Amber Harris, a
12-year-old seventh-grader, is last
seen stepping off a school bus at
Florence Boulevard and Pinkney
Street and heading toward her
home a few blocks away.

Dec. 5: A $1,000 reward for
information is established by
family and friends.

Dec. 13: A candlelight vigil is held
at 20th and Pinkney Streets.

December: The National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children
lists Amber on its Web site as an
“endangered runaway.”

Jan. 7, 2006: The FBIl announces
that it is adding $5,000 to the
reward fund.

Feb. 14: A book bag is found near
21stand Lake Streets. Amber’s
parents identify the bag, which
held Amber’s spare set of
clothes, as their daughter’s.

May 11: Unidentified human
remains are found in Omaha’s
Hummel Park.

May 14: An autopsy begins on the
remains.

May 15: DNA testing begins.

May 19: Detectives tell the Harris
family that the remains have been
identified as Amber’s.

May 25: A memorial service is
held for Amber at Grace Apostolic
Church. Her burial is delayed
while forensic experts analyze the
remains.

June 14: Police announce that an
autopsy has determined that
Amber died from blunt-force
trauma.

Aug. 4: Amber’s remains are
buried at Forest Lawn Cemetery.

Pay for unused sick time
only part of Cass dispute

By JoHN FERAK
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

PLATTSMOUTH, Neb. —
When Randy Wilkins resigned as
roads superintendent Jan. 2, Cass
County paid him $22,000 for
unused sick days and vacation
time.

Just two weeks later, Wilkins
again started drawing a pay-
check from the county — this
time as a full-time sheriff’s dep-
uty.

The payments to Wilkins were
approved Jan. 2 by the Cass
County Board, which was domi-
nated by his supporters. On Jan.

15, two of those board members
left office.

The new board members and
two returning board members
are raising questions about the
payments, even though county
policy allows employees under
certain circumstances to be paid
sick leave when they leave their
jobs. The county typically pays
unused vacation when an em-
ployeeresigns.

“The whole thing looks like
nothing but collusion and corrup-
tion, and I don’t care who knows
it,” said Cass County Board
Chairman Ron Nolte, who raised

See Cass: Page?2
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Freshman lawmaker Tom White
of Omaha promotes his prop-
erty tax bill last week.

cuts puts him in conflict with the governor’s
preference for income-tax reductions.

By LESLIE REED
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Perhaps the big-
gest challenge to Gov. Dave Hei-
neman’s proposed income tax cut
comes from anewly elected state
senator who’s sticking to his
campaign promise to try to re-
duce property taxes.

Thomas Malloy White, S0, is a
black-haired Omaha trial attor-
ney who takes deep pride in his
Irish roots. His great-grand-
father was a coal miner. His fa-

ther is former Nebraska Su-
preme Court Chief Justice C.
Thomas White.

The Democrat is in the van-
guard of freshman lawmakers
pushing property tax cuts.

While other tax plans have
been offered, White’s Legisla-
tive Bill 453 may be the first real
flexing of freshman muscle in
the Legislature’s first post-term
limits session.

Adding strength are his bill’s
27 co-sponsors, including all but
seven of the 22 first-year sena-

Freshman ready to lead tax fight

B Thomas White’s push for property-tax

tors. And White has snagged a
seat on the Legislature’s Reve-
nue Committee, which decides
the fate of tax proposals.

“We all know we have only
eight years, at most, to accom-
plish what we came here for,”
said Sen. Russ Karpisek of
Wilber, one of White’s co-spon-
sors.

“If we step on some toes along
the way, that’s not the intent. But
dang it, we’re going to do what
we said we were going to do and
what we want to do. Why wait?”

The toes being stepped on
couldbe those of the governor.

Personally arguing for his in-
come tax plan at a Revenue Com-
mittee hearing last week, Heine-

SeeTaxes: Page?2
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Budget includes
hike for military

President Bush today sent a
$2.90 trillion spending plan to a
Democratic-controlled Con-
gress, proposing a big increase
in military spending, including
billions more to fight the war in
Iraq, while squeezing the rest
of government to meet his goal
of eliminating the deficit in five
years. Bush’s spending plan
would make his first-term tax
cuts permanent, at a cost of $1.6
trillion over 10 years. Page 3A

Another deadly
day in Baghdad

Violence raked Baghdad to-
day as an Iraqi general took
charge of the security opera-
tion in the capital and Iraqi po-
lice and soldiers manned new
roadblocks. At least 29 people
died in bomb and mortar at-
tacks across the city, 15 of them
as they waited to refill propane
cooking tanks in south Bagh-
dad.Page 4A

Florida governor
skips Super Bowl

Florida Gov. Charlie Crist,
handling his first natural disas-
ter since taking office last
month, attended Sunday’s
church services in Lady Lake
after last week’s severe
weather left 20 people dead and
hundreds of homes destroyed.
He canceled plans to attend
Sunday’s Super Bowl, which in-
cluded apregame moment of si-
lence in memory of the storm’s
victims. Page 6A

MIDLANDS

Bellevue council
eyes challenge

The City of Bellevue is ques-
tioning the legality of a proposi-
tion that two-thirds of Bellevue
voters passed in November to
shrink the City Council from 10
members to six. Five council
members went into closed ses-
sion at a Jan. 8 meeting to dis-
cuss litigation related to the
proposition, according to meet-
ing minutes. Ten days later, the
city attorney sent a letter to the
Nebraska Accountability and
Disclosure Commission, re-
questing an opinion on whether
the city may use public funds to
challenge the proposition and
to prevent it from taking effect
attheend of 2008. Page 1B

Mavs have chance
to finish in top four

With three weekends left in
the regular season, perhaps the
only remaining drama for the
four elite squads in the Central
Collegiate Hockey Association
might be the order in which
they finish. Notre Dame, Michi-
gan, Miami and Michigan State
lead the league and have pulled
away from fifth-place UNO.
But Mavs coach Mike Kemp
says UNO still has a chance to
earn a top seed. “So if we can
take care of business and get a
break here down the stretch, I
think they’re still reachable,”
he said. Every team in the
CCHA covets a top-four finish
under the new postseason for-
mat in which the Nos. 1 through
4 clubs earn a first-round play-
offbye.Page 1C

Jays’ ace pitcher
honors commitment

Creighton pitcher Marc
Lewis made a commitment to
the Bluejays, and he’s sticking
to it. That’s a big reason why
Lewis passed up a chance to
turn professional after a junior
season in which he went 7-0 and
earned All-Missouri Valley
Conference honors. “Creighton
has given me so much and done

so much for me. I just felt like I
needed to come back to live up
to my end,” Lewis said. This
season, Lewis holds the No. 1
spot in the pitching rotation and
will start Creighton’s season-
opening game Friday against
Gardner-Webb at a tournament
inRock Hill, S.C.Page 6C

Jets out of Eppley
California-bound

ExpressJet is trying to make
trips to the West Coast easier,
adding nonstop flights from
Omaha to L.A./Ontario Interna-
tional Airport and San Diego In-
ternational Airport starting in
April and May. ExpressJet is
striking out under its own
brand after years as Continen-
tal Express, focusing on mid-
size cities and avoiding the hub-
and-spoke system. Officials
planned to share more details at
a press conference today.
Page 1D

Corn may not be
biopharming jewel

The biopharming movement
may be passing on corn. Re-
searchers say that genes put
into plants can reproduce into
therapeutic drugs, and test
plots were planted in Nebraska
in 2002. Later, fears of contami-
nation prompted more strin-
gent guidelines, and many
farmers gave up. Now, scien-
tists have shifted their focus to
a plant that doesn’t pollinate:
rice. But some in Iowa and Ne-
braska are holding onto the
hope that corn can become a
success. Page 1D

Cast of ‘King’
happy seeing Omaha

When the lights go down and
the makeup comes off, the cast
of “The Lion King” is pleased
with the scene. The people of
the Broadway touring show are
getting acquainted with the
city. “Everybody’s more sane
and happy here than we imag-
ined,” said Valerie Gebert, who
originally thought of Omaha as
little more than a “deep freeze.”
Drawing particular applause is
the low-key atmosphere, res-
taurants, the zoo and the Old
Market. Page 1E

Valentine’s Day
getting sweeter

Pastry chefs are turning up
the heat on florists and candy
sellers this year, hoping that a
cookie bouquet can say what a
dozen red roses can’t. Bakers
are counting on the tradition of
spending that surrounds Valen-
tine’s Day, and they’re putting
their edibles on the shelves
earlier than ever. From treats
for the office to cupcakes for
classmates, people of all ages
are opting for pink or red frost-
ing. But if the Season of Love
isn’t leaving you warm and
fuzzy, Wheatfields is offering
GetalLife cakes.Page 1E

POWERBALL
M Saturday, Feb. 3: 12-13-20-33-42.
Powerball: 37. Power Play: 5. No jack-
pot winner. Jackpot for Wednesday,
Feb. 7: $27 million.
NEBRASKA
M Pick 5 — Saturday, Feb. 3:
3-11-24-27-30. No jackpot winner.
Jackpot for Monday, Feb. 5: $82,000.
M 2by2 — Saturday, Feb. 3: red 1-7,
white 6-18.
M Pick 3 — Saturday, Feb. 3: 4-6-5.
IOWA
M Cash Game — Saturday, Feb. 3:
1-6-11-31-34.
M Hot Lotto — Saturday, Feb. 3:
2-8-17-19-37. Hot Ball: 11.
M Pick 3 — Sunday, Feb. 4: evening
3-5-6.
M Pick 4 — Sunday, Feb. 4: evening
7-6-7-4.

Lottery results from other states are
at Omaha.com.
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Arrest: Book bag is key, police say

ContinuedfromPage 1

returned home about 9:45 a.m.
and met with reporters after the
police press conference.

Melissa Harris said she dreads
finding out the specifics of the
events that led to her daughter’s
death, but she said the family
needs to know.

The investigation entailed
more than 100 interviews and
long waits for forensic test re-
sults, Warren said.

“Quite frankly, up until this
day, our investigators have been
pouring their hearts into this
case,” Warren said.

Warren praised the diligence
of the case’s investigators, in-
cluding Sgt. Trevor O’Brien and
Detective Tom Rummel in the
child victim/sexual assault unit
and Sgt. William Jadlowski and
Detective Steve Henthorn in the
homicide unit. Melissa Harris
also thanked homicide investiga-
tors for their work.

Ellis has a long criminal his-
tory and had been in jail several
times in the past few years. But
he was out of jail when Amber
disappeared.

From Oct. 18 until Nov. 3 of
2005, he was in jail for violating a
protection order. He returned to
jail Dec. 19, 2005, for another
protection-order violation.

Heremained in jail until hisre-
lease March 28,2006.

In June 2006, Ellis was ar-

rested and charged with terroris-
tic threats and false imprison-
ment in connection with an
incident that occurred nine
months before his arrest and in-
volved his ex-girlfriend, Antoi-
nette Pollock. But after the ar-
rest, officers’ questions of him
and his girlfriend focused on Am-
ber.

After the June arrest, Omaha
police searched Ellis’ home for
items related to Amber’s disap-
pearance, such as blood or bodily
fluids, shovels or digging tools, a
K-Swiss shoe, clothing, finger-
prints and underwear belonging
to Amber.

Ellis pleaded no contest Jan. 26
towitness tampering. The terror-
istic threats and false imprison-
ment charges were dismissed.

The witness-tampering con-
viction stemmed from a letter he
sent to Pollock from jail. Ellis had
tried to get Pollock to change her
testimony or not show up for his
trial on those allegations.

A judge declared last week
that Ellis should be sentenced as
ahabitual criminal.

Under state law, a defendant
can be declared a habitual crimi-
nal after a third felony convic-
tion. Ellis has been convicted of
nine felonies, including robbery
and weapon use in 1975; robbery
and weapon use in 1982; two
counts of drug dealing in 1995;
and two counts of sexual assault
onachildin 1999.

The label means that Ellis
faces 10 to 60 years in prison for
his witness-tampering convic-
tion. Without the label, Ellis
would have faced no more than
five yearsinprison.

Ellis is registered as a Level 3
sex offender — those deemed
highest risk to reoffend — for his
1999 conviction on two counts of
first-degree sexual assault on a
child.

One 16-year-old girl told police
that Ellis had been sexually as-
saulting her since she was 13.
The other girl, age 18, said Ellis
had sexually assaulted her since
she was 14.

Both girls, who were relatives
of Ellis, gave birth to children fa-
thered by him.

Court records from Ellis’ drug
case indicate he suffered from
schizophrenia. Medical evalua-
tions in Ellis’ court file state that
in 1995, he spoke of conversa-
tions he had with Satan, who was
“completely red in color, flam-
mable, about 6 feet tall.”

“He initially states that when
he is talking to himself and his
wife is overhearing it, he is actu-
ally arguing with this red person
and believes that it really is
someone present,” a psychiatrist
wrote of Ellis in May 1995.

Ellis was prescribed medica-
tion for his condition.

World-Herald staff writer
Erin Grace contributed to this re-
port.

Meters: Bagging comes with a price

Continued from Page 1

Even if the city bags signs for
some of the U.P. spaces, persons
with handicaps would still have
access to at least one or two
handicap spots, he said.

That was the case last week,
Oropezasaid.

Bob Stubbe, city public works
director, said the city plans tore-
view its policy on bagging handi-
cap signs to ensure that disabled
people stillhave good access.

Oropeza said the city’s prac-
tice of bagging meters has been
inplace for more than 30 years.

On average per day, about 300,
or about 9 percent of the 3,300
parking meters in the downtown
area,arebagged.

Sometimes there are prob-
lems.

Occasionally people will re-
move bags from meters and
move them to another meter to
create their own private parking
space.

The city has a list of all meters
that are bagged, enabling park-
ing enforcement officers to de-
termine whether a bag has been
authorized for a particular me-
ter. All the meters downtown are
numbered.

Also, unauthorized drivers
sometimes will park at a bagged
meter.

The city will ticket and tow
those vehicles, usually after the
contractor who requested the
bag calls and complains.

Itisillegal for an unauthorized
persontopark atabagged meter,
even during evenings and week-
ends when parking is free.

Thatirritates some drivers.

Cecelia Kuhns volunteers at
the Orpheum Theater and said
she gets frustrated when she
sees open parking spaces that
are bagged during evening
events.

“(Parking)is tight,” she said.

She said the bags should be re-
moved at night and weekends

KENTSIEVERS
THE WORLD-HERALD

when they are not being used by
contractors.

The city says it doesn’t have
enough workers to remove bags
atthe end of the day and put them
backinthe morning.

The city also said contractors
sometimes need to work on
weekends and evenings.

Contractors requesting the
bags pay the city $15 to have
them placed on meters and $15 to
have them removed, no matter
how many bags arerequested.

But the city does charge a
per-bag fee for each day a bag is
on ameter. The fee is either $5 or
$10, depending on how much the
city can generate on a meter if it
were used by regular drivers
pluggingin coins.

The daily fee is about the same
that the city would receive from
the meter per day through use by
aregulardriver.

Along with the bags placed on
meters by the city, there are also
bags that individual companies
keep. The companies place and

In the bag

The City of Omaha puts bags on
parking meters for contractors
and others working on downtown
buildings. Downtown companies
also may request the bags for
special events. The bags
essentially reserve the parking
spot. Contractors and others
using the bags pay a daily fee per
bag and a fee for the city to place
and remove the bags.

Five utility and phone companies
have their own bags and pay the
city an annual fee to use them.

The city also puts bags on
parking meters for street
construction, parades and other
events.

Downtown has about 3,300

parking meters, and on average
about 300 are bagged per day.

remove the bags themselves.

Five companies have bags and
pay the city an annual fee.

Those five consist of phone
and utility companies, such as
the Metropolitan Utilities Dis-
trict, that have to make service
and repair calls at or near down-
town businesses, Oropeza said.

He said those companies
might just need a bag on a meter
for a few hours so their crews
can make repairs at a business,
and then move to another loca-
tion downtown.

The city lets those companies
place their own bags because it
would be impractical for city
workers to follow the crews
around and place bags for them,
he said.

Those companies pay the city
a $200 annual fee per bag. The
companies have a total of 56
bags, generating $11,200 annu-
ally for the city.

“We are not trying to make a
killing on it,” Oropeza said. “Just
recoup somerevenue.”

Cass: Ex-roads chief back as a deputy

Continuedfrom Page 1
questions about the payments at
last month’s meeting.

On Tuesday, the board will
take up the issue again and also
plans to talk about Wilkins’ pay
ratein hisnew job.

Wilkins did not return numer-
ous messages.

The calculations were handled
by the County Clerk’s Office,
said former Cass County Board
member Bob Clancy of Platts-
mouth. Clancy sees no problem
with Wilkins’ sick leave and va-
cation pay or hisnew job.

“There’s nothing in county pol-
icy that says you can’t go to work
for the county again,” Clancy
said. “Randy is very qualified.
Cass County is quite fortunate to
get someone with his expertise.”

In November, the SO-year-old
Wilkins announced plans to re-
sign as roads superintendent be-
fore the newly elected County
Board, now with more members
critical of his projects, took of-
fice. Wilkins had served as a de-
partment head since 1996 and
left earning $54,000 a year.

Wilkins, who had been a part-
time deputy for 612 years, is be-
ing paid $21 an hour as a deputy,
by Nolte’s estimate. That is
nearly $44,000 a year in wages,
and Wilkins alsois receiving ben-
efits.

Wilkins and some County
Board members have had a
stormy relationship for years,
most recently over the site of a
new $753,000 county garage. Wil-

Sick leave on
Douglas agenda

The Douglas County Board on
Tuesday will consider eight
claims for unused sick leave
submitted by former county
employees.

Douglas County Attorney Don
Kleine has recommended that the
claims, totaling $456,943, be
denied.

kins spearheaded the selection of
a site near Plattsmouth over the
objections of some on the five-
member board. The project is on
hold because of a lawsuit filed by
residents who want the garage
built elsewhere.

Wilkins’ law enforcement
work caused a stir in 2004 after
he issued more than 40 tickets to
motorcycle riders for helmet law
violations. In some instances,
Wilkins confiscated illegal hel-
mets; other times he refused to
let riders continue on their way
until someone brought them a le-
gal helmet.

After fielding numerous com-
plaints, the Sheriff’s Office had
Wilkins back off.

Now there are questions about
Wilkins’ taking payments for va-
cation and sick leave from the
county after leaving one depart-
ment and then beginning full-
time work in another.

Wilkins was paid a total of
$22,000 for 415 hours of unused

sick leave, plus an additional 260
hours of unused vacation time
from 2006 and 2007.

Although cashing in unused
sick leave is being debated in
Douglas County, it has been al-
lowed in Cass County since 200S.

The county’s handbook says
any full-time employee is enti-
tled to be paid for half their
unused sick leave, up to a maxi-
mum of 480 hours, after 10 years
of county service.

Wilkins had just finished his
10th year working for the
county.

The policy doesn’t differenti-
ate between department heads
andregular employees.

But Jim Engelkemier, the
Cass County Board member who
defeated Clancy, said he thinks
the policy should be clarified so
that department heads and
elected officials are exempt
fromreceiving sick leave.

Nolte, the Cass County Board
chairman, also is raising ques-
tions about Wilkins’ salary as a
deputy.

After reviewing payroll re-
cords, Nolte determined Wil-
kins’ hourly rate. That $21 an
hour is considerably higher,
Nolte said, than many full-time
road deputies and county jailers
with more experience.

“There’s alittle too much good
ol’ boy network going on in our
sheriff’s department,” Nolte
said, “and our newly re-elected
sheriff is going to have answer
forallthat.”

Taxes:

Sen. White not
about to stay
in shadows

Continuedfrom Page 1

man said it would provide
long-term, fundamental
changes to encourage invest-
ment and economic growth.

Heineman proposes reduc-
ing top income tax rates and
broadening tax brackets so
people can earn more before
they have to pay the highest
rates. He wants to repeal the
estate tax and eliminate the
sales tax on commercial re-
modeling labor.

Heineman also says his
proposed budget includes
help for those who pay prop-
erty taxes because it would
boost state aid to schools and
local government to an aver-
age of $1.2 billion per year, a
record.

As an alternative, White
would give $500 — in the form
of an income tax credit — to
each household paying prop-
erty taxesinthe state.

White’s proposal is esti-
mated toreduce state tax rev-
enues by about $210 million
peryear.

That would eliminate most
of an estimated $300 million
annual surplus and leave little
room for Heineman’s income
tax changes, which are pro-
jected to reduce state reve-
nues by about $206 million
peryear.

The competing plans are a
reflection of new lawmakers’
strong commitment to prop-
erty tax reduction, not a polit-
ical power play, said Sen.
Steve Lathrop of Omaha, a
Democrat and co-sponsor of
White’s bill.

“It’s not people trying to
poke the governor in the eye,”
Lathrop said. “We talked to
people at their doorsteps, and
we’ve all just heard, ‘Give us
some property tax relief.’
White has found a very work-
able idea to provide property
taxrelief.”

A spokesman said the Re-
publican governor is pleased
that new lawmakers are of-
fering tax alternatives.

“He thinks it’s great we
have so many ideas in the hop-
per,” said spokesman Aaron
Sanderford. “He recognizes
that these are senators who
ran in their own right and
havetheir ownideas.”

In a pre-session survey, 41
of the 49 state senators told
The World-Herald that they
supported tax cuts in 2007; 25
specified that they wanted to
reduce property taxes.

Both the governor’s plan,
LB 331, and White’s LB 453
are pending before the Reve-
nue Committee, along with
other tax proposals. Commit-
tee Chairman Ray Janssen of
Nickerson said in the coming
days the panel will try to
come to agreement on “one or
two ideas” to advance to the
full Legislature for debate.

Inthe meantime, the gover-
nor is winning over some law-
makers.

Both Sens. Tom Hansen of
North Platte and Tim Gay of
Papillion, Republicans who
co-sponsored White’s prop-
erty tax proposal, said they
changed their minds after
talking with Heineman.

Hansen said he signed onto
the White bill without consid-
ering it carefully. He didn’t
realize it would cost so much,
leaving little money available
for agricultural property tax
reductions, a higher priority
for him.

Gay said he agreed to co-
sponsor White’s proposal be-
cause it would put cash in peo-
ple’s pockets and he wanted
an array of tax-reduction op-
tions available.

Abriefing onthe Heineman
tax plan came several days
after LB 453 was introduced.
Gay said he now prefers the
long-term changes Heineman
proposes.

White said he’d rather not
buck the governor during his
first year in the Legislature.
But he can’t keep alow profile
when his working-poor con-
stituents deserve to have
their voices heard, he said.

“When you sit in the back
and be quiet, the attention
never gets there. By the time
the candy dish gets passed to
these guys, it’sempty.”

White’s mother died of a
heart attack when he was in
the sixth grade, and White
spent many hours watching
trials in his father’s court-
room. His father was a dis-
trict judge in Platte County
before being named to the Su-
preme Courtin1977.

White said being a judge’s
son taught him about standing
up for hisbelief’s.

“I grew up in a blue-collar,
meatpacking town, Colum-
bus, and my dad was always
throwing somebody’s dad or
brother in jail. Sometimes,
they were less than thrilled
with the application of the
law. But I wasn’t going to dis-
appear because of it.”
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ers for spending reductions in the bill. Nebraska Democrat. On

Their proposal strips about $110 billion “I want to express my appreciation Page 4A
from the measure. No final vote wasex-  to a senator on our side of the aisle, Sen.  The nation lost
pected before Monday. Ben Nelson, who took this difficult as- nearly 600,000
Nelson said the group had brought signment on our side to come up with  jobs last month,
the size of the bill down to $780 billion. something that we could pass,” Reid the worst
Republican leaders said the price tag said. He also cited Collins, independent  showingina
will ultimately prove to be higher. Joe Lieberman of Connecticut and Re- third ofa
As everyone took the customary publican Arlen Specter of Pennsylva-  century.
post-deal curtain calls, Nelson was nia.
frontand center. “But for them, we would not be in a (r:(lzgglg/tv%rganks
When Majority Leader Harry Reid, position where we could move forward i, california and

M Nebraska’s Ben Nelson helps get $110 billion
pared from the bill that, when passed, is intended
to help jump-start the lagging U.S. economy.

By JosepH MORTON
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

“We trimmed the fat, fried the bacon
and milked the sacred cows,” Nelson
said on the Senate floor after the deal

WASHINGTON — Sen. Ben Nelson WasannouncedFriday night.
of Nebraska brokered a critical agree- During along week of intense negoti-

Music, ment thatis expected tolead topassage  ations, Nelson and Sen. Susan Collins, ~D-Nev., took to the floor to announce to try to help the American people,” ;.0 in Georgia.
God and of amassive economic stimulus bill. R-Maine, emerged as the key dealmak- the deal, he paid special attention to the See Stimulus: Page 2
casinos

Church choirs
aren’t just
singing from the
pews anymore
— you may find
them spreading
the Gospel ata
casinoora
pizza parlor.

Living

Basketball
hopes bloom

Nebraska and
Creighton both
won road games
Wednesday, and
for the firsttime
this season, there
is reason for hope,
Tom Shatel writes.

ROY ELLIS TO BE EXECUTED

Sentence
brings tears,
some relief

A perfect
storm for

Midlands
flooding?

M Rain forecast for
Monday will fall on
half-frozen fields and

iced-up rivers,

Sports creating runoff and
Style on possibly ice dams.

a budget By NANCY GAARDER

A Silver City, lowa, WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER
woman who enjoys Al Dutcher doesn’t like the
thrift stores says look of the coming week — a rain-

she got a beautiful
holiday party outfit

storm on the way; frozen rivers
on the verge of breaking up; and
waterlogged, half-frozen fields.

for $4.50. ~Itsa perfect recipe for flood-
ing.
Monoy Come to think of it, Dutcher,
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Review the week in

the Nebraska state climatologist,
would probably be happy when
the whole of spring is over. Dur-
ing the months ahead, he said, the
flood threat could be worse than
last year, when floods struck
across the Midwest.

Flooding is a threat every

World-Herald spring, but next week, and this
photos. spring in general, the risk is “def-
initely above normal,” said
Dutcher, with the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln School of Nat-
ural Resources.
Areas along the Platte, Elkhorn
gg#;ﬁ% and Blue Rivers that typically
are at risk of flooding should be
Private MATT MILLER/THE WORLD-HERALD on alert, he said. Residents in the
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showing as Omaha Relatlve S Of Amber Harns ] uror de@S hZS pdﬁ in daitggg;i ifr?ée(foalfltdt% l'giflgglr; Mon-
families try to ? d d l l inch of rain or more across the
come up with h ° ° d ° ecz lng Ua ue Ofa l e eastern two-thirds of Nebraska,
private school other victims stand witness and up to an inch across much of
" By WEs TavLor Editor’ Iowa, according to the National
tuition. WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER " :eor s Weather Service. Isolated thun-
By Topp COOPER . derstorms could bring greater
Nine months ago, the sentence ¢ Taylor was amounts to some areas, forecast-
Omaha Th; sun glarilng off of his forehead, Rog Ellis cg dencee thétwseee:neg teo ?m d?af"- jlgroré”who fc|>und tIc‘lhinlI(fOf it this way, Dutcher
gazed out a window in Courtroom No. 7 and swiv- - . oy Ellis guilty said: temperatures were
weather eled his courtroom chair an inch to the left and an ml‘fle thgu‘ﬁf;’ght O,,f ;lzaes‘};(i)ngs ) don’t last year of lower, the storm would probably
i i . e : irst- r 1Sinches of snow.
P mcS}ilég ttl:)e:ilggt.side to side, the 55-year-old me- recalll)the e}:lxac}tlphraslfs. Ihonly re(i ]gwri(?:rgi;e’cehe b 8%;112:56 iés,gopfettscf siic?n; s?:;m,”
— 3 thodically, robotically pivoted the chair as he lis- m.etrﬁl etr ltl aFt te' Spo (?ﬂtl € twor death of he said.
ot . tened to Douglas County District Judge Greg ZVI; Egsis esitation, without any 45 .yearold Dutcher and Becky Griffis,
Schatz condemn him to death for the Nov. 29, Fp : hen 1 Amber Harris. meteorologist for the weather
Partly sunny. “I’m 2005, abduction and murder of 12-year-old Am- id or sor.rtlet:" efasor;l, w denI’ d Con- After the jury was service office in Valley, point toa
High: 54 Low: 26 honpi ber Marie Harris. sidered 1t betorenand, 1d €X- o0 sed, the couple of factors that worry
oping Had he turned that . hair alittle £ pected each syllable tobe givena (o~ O them
Full weather she’s theraFrigaurI}lEel:l' a (i(c)lull; room chaira it e_ ar- solemn weight, reflecting every- d St. Loui R . L.
y, Ellis could have seen the dead-end thing it meant. For Roy Ellis. For and St. Louis Rain this early on (river)iceis
report: Page 6B looking ahead, could have seen all the lives his life of Amber’s famil'y For the city ‘ University not normal,” Griffis said. “We
down on cr};?le has gffeilctegi. . Antoi Pl But there it wés “Guilty 3 grnagélsct)ﬁ r\]/\{ré))fte hzlaven:[t_ had a situation like this in
ere, 1n the back row, was Antoinette Pol- . : : alongtime.”
this from lock, the former daughter-in-law with whom El- Simple as that. his and his The problem, she said, is that
m lis began an intimate relationship several years x % % fellow jurors’ the warm weekend will thaw out
Index some- ago. Ellis once took her to Hummel Park — the ) ) experience. Now some of that ice, making it easier
where.” same place he buried Amber — and beat and I sat S feet behind Roy Ellis on  a World-Herald to break apart. When the rains
AdVICE ... 5E choked Pollock and threatened to cut out her Friday. In the nine months since staffwriter,. come, the volume of runoff could
COMICS..rnnn.n. 6&7E Melissa tongue. my time with the jury, I'd forgot-  Taylorwas inthe be so heavy that it will churn up
DeathS ...oovvvvvins 5B , There, beyond a courtroom pillar, was Aisha ten many of the details of his case. ~ courtroom Friday that ice, contributing to jamming
Marketplace........ 6D Harris, Birge. Ellis repeatedly raped Aisha and his other The addresses and dates, certain ~ Whena and “ice dams.”
Money 6&7A mother of stepdaughter, Aquanta, bgginning yvhen they names and f1g1’1res. But the threejudge In Iowa, there is.18 incheg of
Movies ... 4&5E murder were 13 and 12 — threatening both with a punch images — Amber’s bones among  panel sentenced snow on the ground in Lake Mills,
OVIeS .oovvvv, o oragunand eventually impregnating both. the green of the forest, a mud- Ellistodie. near the Minnesota border and 4
Opinion............... 4B victim Amber There, to his right, was Douglas County Attor- caked red sweater, faded and rot- inches in the central part of the
TV, 8E Harris ney Don Kleine. Kleine first prosecuted the ting— stayed. state around Des Moines.
52PAGES 50 CENTS 10-time felon in 1982 for robbery and gun use in Friday, District Court Judge A combination of snowmelt
SeeEllis: Page?2 Seeduror: Page 2 and heavy rain atop frozen

593

ground could cause problems,
said Kenny Podrazik, a weather
See Flood: Page2



2A. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2009

AR AERA¢

MAIN

NEWS

OMAHA WORLD-HERALD

Connect today

IN COMMUNITY CONNECTION,
Pages 1-6D

Learn about fishermen who find
anglers’ oases on frozen lakes in
the Midlands.

Find out what’s happening at local
schools. Chalkboard

IN MIDLANDS

Find out about the Jay Novicki Camp,
which offers recreation programs for
people with disabilities.

On Omaha.com

Click on Restaurant Reviews under
Dinner and a Movie to read what
World-Herald food writers have to
say about your next dinner spot.
Entertainment

Watch the weather forecast and
check out the current conditions,
radar and satellite images 24/7.
Home Page

Lotteries

POWERBALL
Wednesday, Feb. 4: 7-24-30-32-44.
Powerball: 18. Power Play: 4. No jackpot
winner. Estimated jackpot for Saturday,
Feb. 7: $65 million.

NEBRASKA

Pick 5 — Friday, Feb. 6: 4-20-24-32-38.
One jackpot winner. Jackpot for Saturday,
Feb. 7: $50,000.
MyDaY — Friday, Feb. 6: 3-8-01.
2by2 — Friday, Feb. 6: red: 9-20;
white: 6-14.
Pick 3 — Friday, Feb. 6: 8-4-6

IOWA
Cash Game — Friday, Feb. 6: 10-12-14-28-30

Hot Lotto — Wednesday, Feb. 4:
5-9-19-35-36. Hot Ball: 11

Pick 3 — Friday, Feb. 6: midday 9-9-2;
evening 4-4-4.
Pick 4 — Friday, Feb. 6: midday 5-0-7-1;
evening 9-6-9-3.

Lottery results from other states are
on Omaha.com.

CONTACT
THE WORLD-HERALD

New subscriptions, delivery questions
346-3363 or 800-234-6942

For photo and story reprints, research
and permission to republish
444-1014; link@owh.com

Newsroom

444-1304 or 800-284-6397

Classified advertising

342-6633 or 800-694-5455
National/retail/online (Omaha.com)
advertising

444-1420 or 800-914-8978

Omaha @orld-HAerald

Omaha Daily Herald founded 1865
Omaha Daily World founded 1885
World-Herald 1889

(USPS 408-280)

Published daily except Sunday at the
Omaha World-Herald Building,

1314 Douglas St.,

Omaha, NE 68102-1811
402-444-1000

Copyright © 2009, Omaha World-Herald

Periodical postage paid at Omaha, Neb., and at
other mailing offices. Basic weekly home delivery
subscription rates, $3.64 daily and Sunday, $1.79
Monday-Saturday, $1.45 Monday-Friday, $2.19
Saturday and Sunday, $1.85 Sunday. Single copy
rates are $0.50 daily and $1.50 Sunday. Fifty-two
week mail subscription rates for Nebraska, lowa,
parts of Missouri, South Dakota, Kansas and all
Armed Forces addresses: $142.48 daily, $106.60
Sunday only, $248.56 daily and Sunday. Other
rates available upon request. Both the weekend and
Sunday only home delivery subscriptions include
delivery on the following 2009 holidays: New
Year's Day 1/1/2009 and 1/2/2009, Presidents
Day 2/16/2009, Memorial Day 5/25/2009,
Independence Day 7/3/2009, Labor Day
9/7/2009, Columbus Day 10/12/2009, Veterans
Day 11/11/2009, Thanksgiving 11/26/2009 and
11/27/2009 and Christmas 12/25/2009.

The Omaha World-Herald is a copyrighted
publication. All of the information published
herein, including, but not limited to, articles,
photographs, graphics, illustrations, listings, labels
and trademarks is protected by copyright and other
intellectual property laws, both state and federal.
You may not reproduce, publish, transmit, transfer,
sell, create, make derivative works from, distribute,
post on the Internet, publicly display or in any way
commercially exploit any of the material or infringe
upon the trademarks of the Omaha World-Herald
without expressed written permission of the Omaha
World-Herald Co.

Postmaster: Send change of address to Omaha
World-Herald, the Omaha World-Herald Building,
1314 Douglas St., Suite 800, Omaha, NE 68102-
1811.

Please recycle this newspaper

WORLD-HERALD
LEADERSHIP TEAM

TERRY KROEGER
President and Publisher
444-1179, terry.kroeger@owh.com

DENNIS CRONIN

Circulation Director

444-1482, dennis.cronin@owh.com
KRISTY GERRY

Production Director

444-3129, kristy.gerry@owh.com
DOUGLAS HIEMSTRA

Vice President of Operations
444-1172, doug.hiemstra@owh.com

THOMAS KASTRUP

Advertising Director

444-1429, thom.kastrup@owh.com
LARRY KING

Vice President of News and Content
444-1003, larry.king@owh.com
MIKE KIRK

Finance Director

444-1589, mike.kirk@owh.com

C. DAVID KOTOK

Managing Editor

444-1125, dave.kotok@owh.com
SUE LOERTS

Human Resources Director
444-1150, sue.loerts@owh.com
DUANE POLODNA

Senior Vice President and CFO
444-1480, duane.polodna@owh.com
MIKE REILLY

Executive Editor

444-1277, mike.reilly@owh.com
PHIL TOMEK

Director of Information Technology
444-1047, phil.tomek@owh.com
SCOTT SEARL

Vice President and General Counsel
444-1726, scott.searl@owh.com
GEITNER SIMMONS

Editorial Page Editor

444-1187, geitner.simmons@owh.com
DAVE WINEGARDEN

Vice President of Sales and Marketing
444-1406, dave.winegarden@owh.com

February 7, 2009
Vol. 144, Edition 108

Ellis: Sentence brings reliet to Amber’s dad

Continuedfrom Page 1
the holdup of a Kentucky Fried
Chicken.

There, in the back corner,
were Omaha police Detective
Tom Rummel and retired De-
tective Steve Henthorn — two
of the investigators who spent
countless hours staking out El-
lis.

And there, filling the right
side of the courtroom, were the
parents and siblings of Amber,
the seventh-grader Ellis
snatched after she stepped off
aschoolbus.

Melissa Harris leaned her
head on Michael Harris’ shoul-
der and handed him a tissue as
they listened to Schatz detail
their daughter’s brutal death
and Ellis’ ultimate fate.

Schatz’s voice broke a little
as he described the last images
of Amber alive — a school-bus
surveillance videotape of a girl
so young that, the judge noted,
she could barely see over the
seatin front of her.

The three-judge panel,
which also included District
Court Judges Michael Coffey
and Patrick Mullen, ruled that
the jury was presented with
enough evidence to conclude
that Ellis killed Amber during a
sexual assault.

The judges found that Ellis’
“especially heinous and cruel”
killing of Amber and his “long
and serious history of criminal
activity” outweighed his pleas
for mercy based on his conten-
tion that he has suffered men-
talillness.

“It is the sentencing panel’s
conclusion that the presence of
these two aggravating circum-
stances is sufficient to justify
imposition of a sentence of
death,” Schatz said.

With that, Ellis rose slowly,
spoke softly with his court-ap-
pointed attorneys and shuffled
out in leg chains. His was a look
of resignation — a stark con-
trast to his stunned reaction to
his guilty verdict. On that April
day, Ellis’ face dropped, and he
took several shallow breaths
while deputies ratcheted hand-
cuffsaround him.

On Friday, it was Ellis’ vic-
tims who were exhaling as they
shared a sort of bittersweet sat-
isfaction, a relief tempered by
their grief.

Aisha Birge burst through
the courtroom door and let out
asqueal.

Several Harris family mem-
bers filed past the television
cameras and shared long, tear-
fulembraces.

Around a corner, Pollock sat
away from the glare of the TV
spotlights, and let loose her re-
lief that Ellis’ reignis done.

“Anybody he touches he de-
stroys,” Pollock said. “And it’s
always women and kids. You
never see him taking onaman.”

Asked what he would say to
Ellis, Amber’s oldest brother,
Jeremy Swagerty, eyeballed a
TV camera and said: “You
should be embarrassed of your-
self.”

Swagerty, 23, who often

wears a shirt with his sister’s
school picture on it, said he rel-
ishes the times that friends,
even strangers, come up and
ask him about Amber.

He tells them how feisty she
was —how she was the only sib-
ling who could give him as
much grief as he dished out.

“She used to drive me nuts,”
he said. “But what I wouldn’t
give right now to have her
around.”

Other family members
couldn’t help but lament that
Amber likely would still be
here, had Ellis been held ac-
countable for his previous
crimes. In 1999, a judge sen-
tenced Ellis to three to six
years for the repeated rapes of
his two stepdaughters. That de-
cision allowed Ellis to be on the
street when Amber got off of
the school bus.

“That’s the key word —
avoidable,” said Kevin Nick-
ens, Amber’s uncle. “This all
could’vebeenavoided.”

Nearby, Michael and Melissa
Harris urged parents to be vig-
ilant, to scout out sex offenders
in their neighborhood through
the Nebraska State Patrol’s
Web site, to watch out for
neighborhood children.

Both Harrises said they don’t
expect to see Ellis die any time
soon. An appeal is automatic.

And Nebraska currently has
no means of execution — a fact
that Ellis’ attorneys already
have raised as they have chal-
lenged the constitutionality of
Ellis’ punishment.

With all that in mind, the
Harrises said, they fully expect

KENTSIEVERS/THE WORLD-HERALD
Melissa Harris looks at her 3-week-old granddaughter, Alaya, who Harris says has the smile of her late
daughter, Amber. “Nobody would be able to hold this baby if (Amber) was here,” she said.
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a photo retrospective of the case

Ellis to die of old age before he
isputto death.

“Still, I'm relieved,” said Mi-
chael Harris, who is as soft-
spoken as his wife is outgoing.
“I didn’t think I would be this
relieved, butIam.

“There’s some justice to-
day.”

Kleine and Chief Deputy
Douglas County Attorney
BrendaBeadle echoed that.

“The satisfaction about this
is that Roy Ellis can’t hurt any-
body else,” Kleine said. “That
he won’t be able to prey on
young women, children, young
girls, rob people.

“He deserved what he got.”

Unfortunately, Kleine and
Beadle said, the sentence
doesn’t restore the one thing
the Harrises deserve:

Their bright, feisty daughter
— her dad’s “little pistol” and
her mom’s “Amberlina.”

The 12-year-old who was the
first one up in the house, belt-
ing out whatever song was in
her head.

The 12-year-old who loved
school and learning and had
calmed the feisty part of her
personality so she could help
tutor other students.

The 12-year-old who seemed
to change outfits three times a
day and who once shrieked
when her uncle made her gut a
fish.

The 12-year-old who was

artsy and stubborn and spunky
and sweet and all those con-
flicting traits of adolescence.

The 12-year-old who would
curl next to her mom at night
and talk about life or friends or
simply drift to sleep.

The girl who would be 15 now
— and who would have doted
on, and no doubt hogged, her
oldest sister’s new baby, Alaya
Marie.

Marie, of course, was Am-
ber’smiddle name.

Alayais a variation of aname
that means “toascend.”

“Nobody would be able to
hold this baby if (Amber) was
here,” said Melissa Harris, her
3-week-old granddaughter
sound asleep on her shoulder.
“I don’t want to use the word
‘bittersweet,’ butitkind of is.

“Every moment is marked
with the question, ‘What would
Amber be doing if she was
here?’”

Fortunately, Melissa Harris
said, their family is beginning
to focus more on the quality of
Amber’s life, rather than the
cruelty of her death.

But even the good memories
compound the longing.

“You always think, ‘How am
I goingtolive the rest of my life
without her?’ ” Melissa Harris
said. “I'm hoping she’s looking
down on this from somewhere.

“Today was more for Amber
than it was for us. This was jus-
tice for Amber.”

World-Herald staff writer
Bob Glissmann contributed to
thisreport.

H Contact the writer:
444-1275, todd.cooper@owh.com

Juror: No

Continuedfrom Page 1

Greg Schatz described the evi-
dence we had heard. He re-
peated the details of the case we
had decided. He talked about
our judgment of guilt, our find-
ing of “aggravating circum-
stances,” and how those choices
affected him and the two other
judges in their decision on Roy
Ellis’ fate.

His hourlong presentation
brought back, razor-sharp, all
that I had let fade in my mem-
ory.

But what wasn’t returning
was the certainty. Any confi-
dence that I’d done the right
thing now was based mostly on
the fact that I'd already done it.
I question my actions. I helped
bring him to this point.

* k%

Three days after our verdict
was read, we re-convened to de-
cideif Ellis were eligible for the
death penalty. Until that point, I
hadn’t let myself consider this
partof our obligation.

It was, to me, a question of
conscience. And it was my con-
science I was asked to ignore.

easy answer in determining justice

The factis, I can find no satisfy-
ing moral or spiritual reasoning
behind the death penalty.

To kill is wrong. To Kkill one
who Kkills is
wrong. The
value of life
is not depen-
dent on cir-
cumstances.

I have op-
posed a
state-en-
forced death
penalty for
as long as I
can remem-
ber. A system that uses humans
to judge humans is by defini-
tion flawed. We make mistakes,
as evidenced with the Beatrice
Six.

You can’t rescind a death
penalty once enforced.

But I'm a hypocrite. I admit
that.

Had it been my child who was
murdered, I might see fit to
mete out punishment with my
own hands. I would violate my
ownbeliefs.

In the name of justice, we

Taylor

were asked to put our beliefs
aside. The death penalty wasn’t
at issue. We were asked, sim-
ply, toanswer three questions:

M First, did Ellis have a vio-
lent history?

B Second, was this crime es-
pecially heinous?

B Third, was the murder
committed in order to hide the
commission of another crime?

Yes — unanimously — or no,
and you are excused, Schatz
had said. Yesorno.

There was no way to ignore
Ellis’ violent history. He used
weapons in robberies; he raped
his stepdaughters.

There was no doubt in my
mind that what he did to Amber
Harris was especially heinous.
He raped that little girl. And
she was defenseless when he
killed her. We answered yes to
Questions One and Two, and
deadlocked on Three. We, the
jury, were excused.

*  k ok

Friday, Ellis sat in the front
of a crowded room, awaiting
the most important moment of
hislife.

The rest of his life in prison,
or death by execution?

Life or death. Yes or no. A
simple question. One that he
never would have faced with-
out my input.

Schatz and his two fellow
judges said Friday that Roy El-
lis deserved to die for the mur-
der of Amber Harris.

Idon’tdisagree.

But the fact that I played a
partinitisaheavy weight.

I wondered how much re-
sponsibility I bear. Does com-
plying with the letter of the law,
as was asked of me, excuse the
fact that I contributed to the
deathof aman?

It’s a question no one can an-
swer for me. How responsible
is the pilot who follows orders
to drop a bomb from a plane?
Which strand in the noose bears
the most weight of the corpse?

The ironic part is that, as I
considered my part in the sen-
tencing of Roy Ellis, I was doing
what he never did.

I was thinking about the
value of alife.

H Contact the writer:
444-1339, wesley.taylor@owh.com

E'lood: ‘We could have a real mess on our hands’

Continuedfrom Page 1
service meteorologist in John-
ston, Iowa.

“That on top of all the frozen
ground still and the snow depth
across northern Iowa could po-
tentially lead to some kinds of
riverissues,” he said Friday.

Flooding in low-lying areas
and ice jams along rivers are
possible.

As of Friday, forecasters had
not issued flood warnings in
Nebraska or Iowa. Griffis said
the weather service will con-

tinue to monitor the situation
and will know more this week-
end as the ice in rivers breaks
up.

The reason runoff is such a
problem, Dutcher said, is that
fields are waterlogged from
heavy rains last fall. In Octo-
ber, S inches of rainfall was
common in parts of eastern Ne-
braska, with some areas seeing
8 to 11 inches — an amount that
typically would fall from Octo-
ber through April.

With the ground saturated,

the rain will flow to low-lying
areas.

“We could have a real mess
onour hands,” he said.

Dutcher said the flood risk
likely will linger through the
spring.

The issue isn’t just flooding,
he said, it’s also the potential
for delayed spring planting. If
farmers can’t get into their
fields in a timely manner, crops
will be at greater risk for other
problems through the growing
season, he said.

Dutcher said he only has to
look at last year to see how dam-
aging floods can be across the
region.

The problem, he said, is that
conditions are more ripe for
flooding now than they were at
this time last year.

This report includes material
from the Associated Press.

M Contact the writer:
444-1102, nancy.gaarder@owh.com

Stimulus:
Senate, House
must hammer
out differences

Continuedfrom Page 1
Reid said of the four senators.

The breakthrough came on a
day when the U.S. Labor Depart-
ment reported that 598,000 jobs
were lost in January, the most
since 1974.

The goal of the stimulus bill is
to save or create up to 4 million
jobs over the next two years,
helping to offset the loss of 3.6
million jobs since December
2007, when the nation began its
economic downturn.

With businesses shedding jobs
and watching profits plummet,
and with the Federal Reserve
having slashed interest rates ef-
fectively to zero, many econo-
mists say a huge injection of gov-
ernment spending is the best
hope for easing the effects of the
downturn.

Nelson said the country is
mired in “the worst economic
downturn since the Great De-
pression,” including job losses in
Nebraska.

“One of the strongest Ne-
braska values is our work ethic,”
Nelson said. “But right now, a lot
of Nebraskans just want to show
up for work tomorrow or hope for
abetter jobin the future.”

Nelson said the stimulus bill
accomplishes two important
goals: major middle-class tax
cuts and job creation.

It’s not the first time Nelson
has found himself in the middle
of high profile legislative negoti-
ations. He was part of the biparti-
san “Gang of 14” that defused a
showdown a few years ago over
judicial nominations.

Nelson was ready Friday with
amoniker for the group that ham-
mered out the economic stimulus
deal.

“I guess I can affectionately
call all of us the ‘Jobs Squad,’ ” he
said.

Nelson had hoped to insert ad-
ditional infrastructure spending
into the bill as part of the group’s
negotiations, but he was unsuc-
cessful. He said he wasn’t giving
up, however, and that the funding
could be added in negotiations
with the U.S. House or in future
legislation.

Earlier in the day, advocates
for boosting federal spending on
education and health care tried to
push back against the reductions
Nelson’s group was seeking.

Jess Wolf, president of the Ne-
braska State Education Associa-
tion, said Nelson’s heart was in
theright place.

“We just would hope that they
could look someplace else be-
sides education,” Wolf said.

Nelson said there is still a sig-
nificant amount of education
funding in the bill.

One of the largest reductions is
the elimination of $40 billion in
“stabilization money” that would
have been provided to governors
with few strings attached. Re-
publicans had derided that pot of
money as a “state slush fund.”

A variety of other programs
were also trimmed, although de-
tails of many changes to the bill
remained sparse late Friday. One
of the negotiators, Sen. Kent Con-
rad, D-N.D., noted: “Education
took abighit here.”

This report includes material
from the Associated Press.

M Contact the writer:
202-662-7270, joe.morton@owh.com
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