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HUGE MATTRESS CLEARANCE
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Ventura 805 653-2323
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LAKE CASITAS VOLUME

SEASONAL YEAR-TO-DATE

RAINFALL TOTALS FROM OCT. 1

Matilija Canyon             20.85”

Soule Park                         14.69”

Casitas Dam   17.53”

Oak View                           16.27”

Upper Ojai                         18.23”

WATER LEVELS

Oct. 1, 2021        78,486 acre-feet

Aug. 18, 2022      75,691 acre-feet

Current volume       31.8% percent

RESCUE DOGS TO THE RESCUE

Rotarians see what they helped start

Hundreds mourn Supervisor Ramirez at candlelight vigil
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“When you leave here, you’re going to know you’ve 
been someplace — someplace diff erent, someplace 
exceptional, and someplace that you, every one of 
you, helped to build,” Wilma Melville told Rotary 
Club of Ojai West members on Aug. 16.

Melville, founder of the National Disaster Search Dog Foundation, 
kicked off  a tour of the National Training Center in Santa Paula by 
thanking Rotary for the $40,000 grant that helped get the organiza-
tion started. “� at gave us a heck of a boost in those days. We were just 
peanut-sized and it just meant a lot. It moved us down the road, so you 
don’t forget things like that,” she told the Ojai Valley News.

An Ojai Rotary West member back then, Melville and her dog Mur-
phy had been deployed to the Oklahoma City bombing in 1995. After 
combing the wreckage for survivors and witnessing the devastation 
fi rsthand, she realized the need for better training for search dogs and 
handlers.

� e following year, Melville founded SDF, a nonprofi t, non-govern-
mental group that was headquartered in Ojai for two decades and pro-
vides fi re departments and other fi rst responders with dogs trained to 
fi nd people in rubble.

In 2016, the Foundation relocated to a working cattle ranch on 
Wheeler Canyon Road, where the sprawling 125-acre NTC campus was 
built. “It took an army to build this place and you guys were part of it,” 
Melville told Rotary.

Some of the disaster training takes place in Search City, a collection 
of building mock-ups, rubble piles and wrecked trains and vehicles. 
“People hide in there, and then search teams come in and try to locate 
where they are,” said George Haynes, CEO of the organization.

Search City simulates the devastation done by tornados, hurricanes 
and earthquakes. “� ese are the kinds of environments that K-9s and 
their handlers have to adjust to,” Haynes said.

Beneath a large, metal shade structure, dogs undergo agility training, 
navigating an array of ramps, ladders and chutes.

� e K-9s not only learn search, agility, off -leash direction control and 
formal obedience, they also have a fun yet rigorous athletic condition-
ing program where they work out in the gym three days a week.

Most of the dogs are recruited from animal shelters. Energy, athleti-
cism, high drive and an obsession with toys, rather than food rewards, 
are the qualities SDF looks for in a new recruit, according to Mandy 
Tisdale, director of K-9 training and behavior.

Half of SDF’s work is with the dogs, the other half is with the handlers; 
usually fi refi ghters who work with one of 28 FEMA task forces in the 
United States. � ere are eight task forces in California. Two of the task 
forces deploy internationally.

During the 2018 Montecito mudslides, 18 trained teams were acti-
vated, with 13 of them staying at the NTC.

Dogs are recruited between the ages of 1 and 2 and are with SDF for 
about a year of training. Classes are set up like a high school, with fresh-
men, sophomores, juniors and seniors. Upon becoming a senior, a re-
cruit is paired with a task force member.

Photo by Search Dog Foundation

Julia Kopan, K-9 training manager with the National Disaster Search Dog Foundation, and black Lab “Ridge,” during a demonstration and tour for the 
Rotary Club of Ojai West on Aug. 16.
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Most races across the Ojai Valley off er a choice to voters for 
the Nov. 8 General Election. 

On the ballot will be eight qualifi ed candidates for three 
Ojai City Council seats; two candidates for mayor; and six 
candidates for three seats on the Ojai Unifi ed School District 
Board of Trustees. 

Some new names will be before voters for water district 
seats across three diff erent municipal water providers. 

� e last deadline to fi le for some races was Aug. 17.
As of Aug. 18, the following candidates have qualifi ed to 

be on the Nov. 8 General Election ballot for races in the Ojai 
Valley.

Ojai City Council
Mayor:
Betsy Stix
Anson Williams

Ojai Valley
candidates
off  to the races

Wrong-way driver
pleads guilty in
fatal crash case
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� e wrong-way driver in a DUI crash in December that 
killed an Ojai teen and injured two others has changed his 
pleas to guilty.

On Aug. 16, Jesus Calles, 30, of Santa Barbara appeared at a 
settlement conference in Ventura County Superior Court and 
entered guilty pleas to charges of felony DUI causing injury 
and gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, both 
felonies.

He also admitted to driving without a valid driver’s license, 
a misdemeanor, and several special allegations.

� e crash, which occurred Dec. 18 shortly before 3 a.m., 
claimed the life of 18-year-old Juan Morales, a 2021 graduate 
of Nordhoff  High School.

Marianne Ratcliff 
editor@ojaivalleynews.com

Carmen Ramirez, a champion for the environment 
and social justice, made history in 2020 as the fi rst La-
tina to serve on the Ventura County Board of Supervi-
sors.

� e voices of those she inspired were heard among 
the hundreds of her family, friends, colleagues and 
constituents who encircled the Oxnard Plaza Park Pa-
goda for a candlelight vigil to honor and remember 
her the evening of Aug. 13.

A public memorial is being planned by her family to 
be held in the fall.

Just 24 hours earlier, not far from the Pagoda, 
Ramirez, 73, was struck and killed by a large pickup as 
she walked in the crosswalk at Seventh and A streets to 

attend a summer concert at Heritage Square. Oxnard 
police reported that the driver of the pickup remained 
at the scene and cooperated with police.

“Carmen ignited fi re in my soul, making me who I 
am today,” said KC Rodriguez of Ventura, a Chumash 
descendant and one of the fi rst to speak at the vigil, led 
by Roberto Vargas of Ventura.

Rodriguez pledged to “fi ght for better roads and pe-
destrian safety in our community.”

“Friendship,” “integrity,” “wisdom,” “courage,” “opti-
mism,” “acceptance,” “a fountain of love,” “role mod-
el,” “fully present,” “she gave us hope,” people in the 
crowd called out when Vargas asked them to describe 
Ramirez.
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