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entura County Fire Department and 
local offi  cials dedicated a new fi re sta-
tion in Upper Ojai with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony April 29.

� e new $7.3 million, 8,504-square-
foot facility replaces the old Fire Station 20 located 
approximately a half-mile east on Ojai-Santa Paula 
Road.

More than four times the size of the old station, 
the new facility will better accommodate fi refi ght-
ers and allow VCFD to store larger equipment, 
such as a water tender to help fi ght brushfi res.

“One of our strategic goals was to be able to 
build a facility large enough to hold that water ten-
der,” Fire Chief Dustin Gardner told the Ojai Valley 
News. “Being in a rural area, water can be a limiting 
factor, so it’ll be a great operational plus for us.”

According to Gardner, the new station demon-
strates the Fire Department’s lasting commitment 
to the communities of Ojai, Upper Ojai and Santa 
Paula. “� is is a 75-year building, so it’ll be here 
serving for a long time,” he said.

On hand for the ribbon-cutting ceremony and 
tours of the new station were elected offi  cials and 
dignitaries, fi re chiefs, current and retired fi refi ght-
ers, and neighbors of the station approved by coun-
ty supervisors in September 2019.

“� is is both in recognition of the amazing fi re-
fi ghters we have serving our community and giv-
ing them every possible resource they need,” 1st 
District Supervisor Matt LaVere told the OVN. “At 
the same time, it’s a commitment to the residents 
of the Ojai Valley — that we’re fully committed to 
providing them every resource we have to keep the 

community safe.”
� e new station features two pass-through en-

gine bays, two offi  ces, a fi tness room, dining area, 
and living quarters for four fi refi ghters.

Along with spending $7.3 million to build the sta-
tion, the county also spent $650,000 to purchase 
the 2.39-acre property. With design, inspection and 
project management costs and contingencies add-
ed, the full price tag came to $10.6 million, accord-

ing to the Ventura County Public Works Agency.
� e old station, built in 1959, now becomes the 

permanent home of the Upper Ojai Search and 
Rescue team, which can now store and manage its 
equipment and conduct training all in one loca-
tion. Supervisors approved the move March 1.

� e arrangement is a win-win, according to La-
Vere. “� ese are volunteers who give back, every 
week, serving us and going into places where most 

of us wouldn’t go. � ey truly deserve it,” he said.
Ojai Mayor Betsy Stix thanked the fi refi ghters on 

hand and said the community is grateful for the 
work they do.

“You are all heroes, every day,” she said, adding 
she looks forward to partnering with other legisla-
tive leaders “to accelerate the critical work of hard-
ening wildland-adjacent homes so that they’re 
ready for the next fi re.”
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RAINFALL TOTALS FROM OCT. 1

Matilija Canyon             20.85”

Soule Park                         14.69”

Casitas Dam   17.53”

Oak View                           16.27”

Upper Ojai                         18.23”

WATER LEVELS

Oct 1, 2020        97,958 acre-feet

May 5                  80,869 acre-feet

Current volume        34.0 percent
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Spending on Measures A&B breaks county record
By Kit Stolz

Special to the Ojai Valley News

Ventura County voters on June 7 will decide 
what appears to be the costliest local ballot mea-
sure battle in its electoral history, more than 
doubling the previous record. Already the coun-
ty’s biggest oil producer, Aera Energy has, over 
the last two years, donated $6.5 million to a “Stop 
Measures A and B” coalition. 

Mail-in ballots are expected to arrive in the 
mailboxes of registered voters on May 9.

Chevron donated $500,000 on April 21 to the 
campaign against the propositions, and numer-
ous smaller contributions opposing the mea-
sures came from consultants and the lobbying 
group, the Western States Petroleum Association 

(WSPA), according to public campaign fi nance 
records.

“We’re running a campaign to educate the 
voters,” said Ben Oakley, manager of California 
Coastal Region at WSPA, who said he is oversee-
ing the campaign in the county. “We’re present-
ing facts to the voters about what Measures A 
and B will do,” he said. “� is is a power grab that 
allows politicians to shut down the oil industry.” 

Measures A and B are modeled after two coun-
ty ordinances governing unincorporated areas 
— one for coastal areas, and one for inland ar-
eas — that require an environmental review of 
all new oil wells drilled or redrilled in the county. 
� e measures also impose standard health and 
safety measures in the design and installation of 

all new or redrilled wells. 
� ough opposed by the oil interests from the 

start, these ordinances were approved by a 3-2 
vote by the Board of Supervisors in November 
2020. � ey were almost immediately set back 
by a professional signature-gathering campaign 
for a proposition to roll back the ordinances. � e 
signature-gathering campaign was backed by 
nearly $1 million in funding from Aera Energy. 

Despite complaints from environmental 
groups fi led in December 2020 with the county 
Elections Division about misleading statements 
to voters from the canvassers, the opposition 
campaign gathered more than 40,000 signatures, 
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A bird count in the Ojai Valley last week 
tied a record and even added a new bird to 
the list.

Participants in the sixth annual Ojai Valley 
Big Day of Birding on April 26 were birders 
Rick Ridgeway (an original member) and 
Peter Larramendy (his fourth count), and 
new participants Lukas Le Grice and San-
geet Khalsa.

� e four set out at 3:45 a.m. to see how 
many diff erent species they could fi nd in 
one day, during the peak of spring migra-
tion. Why start so early? “� at’s just to pick 
up owls,” Larramendy told the Ojai Valley 

News.
� e date for the count was chosen be-

cause there were still winter resident birds 
hanging around and other migratory species 
heading north to their breeding grounds, 
according to Larramendy. “So we’re able to 
maximize as many species as we can count,” 
he said.

� e fi rst stop was Maricopa Highway and 
Church Road, where the birders counted 
their fi rst birds of the day, a Cassin’s king-
bird, a western bluebird, a northern mock-
ingbird and a barn owl.

Stop No. 2 was Nordhoff  Cemetery, 

Ojai Valley birders tie record on Big Day 
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From left, Rick Ridgeway, Sangeet Khalsa and Peter Lar-
ramendy look for birds at Lake Casitas.PLEASE SEE BIRDERS ON PAGE A5
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Seconds after he cut the ribbon on new Fire Station 20 in Upper Ojai, 5-year-old Malakai Morris gets a high fi ve from Andy VanSciver, public information 

offi  cer with the Ventura County Fire Department. The new fi re station replaces the original station built in 1959. Looking on are, from left, VCFD Deputy Chief 

Chad Cook, CHP Capt. Jarod Primicerio, county CEO Sevet Johnson, Santa Paula Councilman Rick Araiza, Supervisor Kelly Long, Fire Chief Dustin Gardner, Su-

pervisor Matt LaVere, Ojai Mayor Betsy Stix, Santa Paula Mayor Jenny Crosswhite, Santa Paula Councilman Carlos Juarez and Renee Jack with U.S. Forest Service.


