
“Where your rest is always blessed.”
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HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS SALE

Not valid with other offers.
Expiration Date: January 17th

YOUR PURCHASE

20% OFF
Not valid with other offers.

Expiration Date: December 9

HUGE MATTRESS CLEARANCE

PSALM 4:8

Ventura Store

2323 E. Main St.

Ventura 805 653-2323

Thousand Oaks Store

799 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd.

Thousand Oaks 805 262-2756
up to 75% off retail

BLACK FRIDAY SALEBLACK FRIDAY SALE

LAKE CASITAS VOLUME

SEASONAL YEAR-TO-DATE

RAINFALL TOTALS FROM OCT. 1

Matilija Canyon              3.08”

Soule Park                        1.28”

Casitas Dam   1.48”

Oak View                           1.52”

Upper Ojai                        2.42”

WATER LEVELS

Oct. 1, 2022        72,973 acre-feet

Nov. 23, 2022      71,134 acre-feet

Current volume   29.9% percent

HUMANE SOCIETY OF VENTURA COUNTY CHAMPION JOLENE HOFFMAN

Animal-rescue pioneer retires

OUSD Fiscal Committee tackles budget

48 studio units
proposed for
Mira Monte

STIX BEATING WILLIAMS FOR MAYOR

WE TAILOR OUR SERVICES
TO FIT YOUR NEEDS

805.202.4149
ojaipropertygroup.com

Kimberly Rivers
kimberly@ojaivalleynews.com

M
ayor Betsy Stix was 36 votes ahead of 
challenger Anson Williams in the latest 
vote tally for Ojai mayor on Wednesday, 

Nov. 23, at 4 p.m.
Williams had the most reported votes up until 

the Tuesday, Nov. 22 report from the Elections 
Division, when Stix overtook him.

� ere were only two provisional ballots and 
56 Conditional Voter Registration ballots left to 
be counted for the entire county as of Nov. 23, 

according to Ventura County Clerk Public Infor-
mation Offi  cer Simone Seydoux. With only 58 to-
tal votes left to count as of Nov. 23, it is unlikely the 
next report will change the leads in any races.

Stix had 1,808 votes (50.50%) and Williams had 
1,772 (49.50%) votes of the total 3,580 tallied by 
Nov. 23. 

In response to a request for comment, Stix re-
sponded on Nov. 22 via text, writing, “I will wait 
until the count is fi nal to make a statement.” 

Given Williams’ lead in vote counts up until Nov. 
23, Stix’s new lead was unexpected by some, even 
the mayor, who last week emailed the Ojai Valley 
News in response to a request for a comment on 
the vote count at the time: “Congratulations to 
Mr. Williams. I wish you, Ms. Rule, Mr. Whitman, 
and Mr. Haney all the best. It has been an honor 
serving as Ojai’s Mayor for the last two years.” Her 

email continued and was printed in full in the Nov. 
11 issue of the Ojai Valley News. When asked to 
confi rm whether that email was a concession of 
the race, she wrote, “My statement is clear.”

Williams, responding by email on Nov. 23, 
wrote: “� e voters will decide who will be their 
community leaders. However, running for mayor 
reminds me of a famous quote by President Lin-
coln, ‘A house divided against itself cannot stand.’ 
We all should think long and hard about this.”

City Council races
All other Ojai City Council races have the same 

leaders as with the last vote. 
Leslie Rule leads by just 18 votes for City Council 

■ Rule, Lang and Whitman 

are in lead for City Council

Photo by Timothy Teague

Mayor Betsy Stix speaks at a community climate action event at the “Y” 
in Ojai on July 9. 
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� e largest developer of aff ordable housing in Ven-
tura County is planning to build a supportive-housing 
project in Mira Monte.

� e proposed project, Camino de Salud, would con-
struct 48 new studio units on the site of the old Gaslight 
Restaurant at 11432 North Ventura Ave.

� e vacant restaurant would be demolished to ac-
commodate the complex on the 0.99-acre project site.

� e units would be income-restricted to area resi-
dents who qualify in two income-and-needs catego-
ries, according to the applicant, Cabrillo Economic 
Development Corporation.

Half of the 48 units would be reserved for local 
residents experiencing homelessness and who have 
chronic and severe illnesses.

� e other 24 units would be reserved for low-income 
wage earners.

According to a 2022 aff ordable-housing needs report 
done by the county of Ventura, renters in the county 
need to make 3.1 times the minimum wage to aff ord 
average market-rate rent.

Rents in the county have increased by 13% from 2020 
to 2021, while state and federal funding has decreased 
by 23%.

Meanwhile, the homeless population in Ojai has 
doubled since 2017, from 19 individuals to 38, accord-
ing to the Ventura County Continuum of Care Alliance.

� e total homeless population in the county has 
been on an upward trend for the past fi ve years, in-
creasing 1,086 people since 2017, the agency stated.

Homelessness has been worsened by the pandemic, 
according to the Continuum of Care Alliance.

Since 1981, CEDC has built a total of 1,782 units 
across 48 properties for people with low incomes, se-
niors, farm workers, people with disabilities, and fami-
lies.

It’s the same agency that developed Montgomery 
Oaks at 508 N. Montgomery St. in Ojai. Built in 1993, 
the complex features 20 two- and three- bedroom rent-
al townhomes that house approximately 100 residents.

� e Camino de Salud project site currently has a 
land-use designation of commercial.

According to CEDC, it intends to submit a ministe-
rial zoning clearance application to develop the proj-
ect, which has been determined to be eligible for fast-
tracking through recent state laws (AB 2162 and SB 35) 
that encourage this type of development.

� e two- and three-story housing complex would 
include a two-bedroom unit for the on-site property 
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A
fter four decades working for the care and protection of ani-
mals throughout Ventura County, Jolene Hoff man is retir-
ing.

Her last day at the Ojai-based Humane Society of Ventura 
County was Oct. 21. “It’s an incredible place, it’s magical,” she told the 
Ojai Valley News. “We’ve done so many good things.”

Hoff man joined HSVC as a volunteer in 1982 and was promoted to 
shelter director in 1985.

“� at 40 years of service is evidence, obviously, of incredible dedi-
cation,” said Eric Knight, HSVC 
executive director. “Her contri-
butions were meaningful, not 
just to this organization, but re-
ally to animal welfare in this re-
gion and beyond.”

Along with being in charge 
of day-to-day operations at the 
shelter, Hoff man’s contribu-
tions included rescuing animals 
during major disasters and pio-
neering work in investigations 
of neglect and abuse, “way back 
at a time when it really wasn’t 
high on the radar of law en-
forcement,” Knight said.

Hoff man was named a 2018 Woman of the Year by state Sen. Han-
nah-Beth Jackson and state Assemblymember Monique Limón for 
her eff orts during the � omas Fire and subsequent fl oods.

HSVC will forever be associated with Hoff man, according to Knight. 
“She is enmeshed in the fabric of this organization,” he said. “We’re so 
grateful for that service.”

“It’s a labor of love,” Hoff man said. “I did it because I believed in 
what we were doing and it was very, very important to me to make 
sure that we helped as many people and animals as we could.”

But 40 years of service can take its toll on one’s health and family 
life, according to Hoff man. “I’ve given up a lot of things in my life just 
to make sure that the shelter has its needs fulfi lled and the people of 
Ventura County and their animals are taken care of,” she said.

� e past few years have been trying, Hoff man said, and now it’s 
time to spend time with family. “I’m exhausted. We had three years of 
fi res, three years of rescuing animals. Hundreds of animals. And then 
we had COVID for three years. It just put such a strain on everyone. 
And I think it just fi nally hit me.”

Hoff man’s family and “support system” includes Jeff , her husband 
of nearly 46 years, four brothers, four sisters, a daughter, a son-in-law 

Photo by Greg A. Cooper

Jolene Hoff man, shelter director of the Humane Society of Ventura County in Ojai, holds the 
shelter mascot, 35-year-old umbrella cockatoo, Oliver Bird, at the shelter on March 31, 2017.

‘It’s an incredible 
place, it’s magical. 

We’ve done so many 
good things.’

— Jolene Hoff man, 

retired shelter director 

of the Humane Society 

of Ventura County
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At the fi rst meeting of the Ojai Unifi ed 
School District Fiscal Stabilization Com-
mittee on Nov. 18, several of the  members 
said they want more detailed information 
to help them make suggestions on ways to 
add about $1 million to the OUSD ledger 
through cuts and/or revenue enhance-
ments.

� e committee’s fi nal two meetings 
are scheduled Nov. 28 and Dec. 7, from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. It has not been announced 
where the next two meetings will be held 
since the Nov. 18 meeting in the district 
boardroom was cramped. Members of the 
public can submit comments and ques-

tions directly to the committee by email to: 
fi scalcommittee@ojaiusd.com.

“� ere’s a lack of transparency that is just 
not there with this district,” said Jessica Brit-
ton, a parent from Mira Monte Elementary 
School, who was chosen for the committee. 
She said fi nding information on the dis-
trict’s website was “like an Easter Egg hunt.” 
She also commented on the lack of informa-
tion provided to the committee. “I want to 
be overwhelmed,” she said, to applause.

� e committee was split up around three 
tables and had pieces of paper to write 
down comments. Next to the round tables 
were three rows of seats for members of the 
public.

Ojai Valley News photo by Kimberly Rivers

Committee members at one table on Nov. 18 discuss 
ways the Ojai Unifi ed School District might improve its 
fi nances. Pictured from left are Delores Johnson, Amy 
Hueppe, Jake Hansen, Jonathan Reinhold in mask, Chuck 
Crawford, Robin Monson, and Dave Monson.
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