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I
n an eff ort to increase the understanding of the role of 
local news in our valley, and to include more voices in 
our community conversation, the Ojai Valley News has 

partnered with local schools to reinvent a special section 
— � e Student Union, “Powered by students, sponsored 
by the Ojai Valley News.”

Hannah Little, editor of � e Student Union and jour-
nalism student at Ojai Valley School, leads the Ojai Valley 
student news project, which has been an OVN time-hon-
ored tradition to produce a local student newspaper. We 
believe it is important to listen to the voices of our youth.

Students learn, through experience, how to read, write 
and design a newspaper, integrated into a professional 
news publication. Students also meet head-on the tech-
nical challenges and ethics of journalism.

� e Student Union off ers a benefi t to the community; 
it grows perspective and shares a diversity of voices. � e 
third-section newspaper this week is � e Student Union 
and an overrun of papers is being distributed to local par-
ticipating schools. It is valuable for young writers to share 
their work publicly and throughout their own community.

We want to thank Ojai Valley School teacher, Fred 
Alvarez, for partnering with the OVN to bring back this 
project and supervising the student side. � ank you to 
Hannah Little, the Student Union editor. � ank you to the 
OVN staff  that contributed time and mentorship on this 
project. Please help us thank the advertising sponsors of 
� e Student Union section, who made this section pos-
sible. 

Help us grow this journalism project. Become a part of 
the next edition. Reach us at union@ojaivalleynews.com 
and advertising@ojaivalleynews.com.

Kimberly Rivers
kimberly@ojaivalleynews.com

W
ith Mayor Betsy Stix holding onto a 1.06% lead for the mayor’s seat, 
challenger Anson Williams has confi rmed he will request and fund 
a recount. Stix is 38 votes ahead. 

Williams confi rmed that he will request a recount after the Dec. 
1 report from the Ventura County clerk-recorder at 2 p.m. Prior to that report, 
Williams wrote in a statement to the Ojai Valley News: “Jury’s out, but if I lose 
by 1% there will defi nitely be a detailed recount. Either way, I’ll continue to fi ght 
for all the good and important issues my supporters voted for. Together we will 
be a new force to be reckoned with, whatever it takes, to make sure that our City 
Council will never be a rubber stamp for special-interest groups instead of the 
greater good of Ojai.”

� en, when the new tally on Dec. 1 showed Stix with a 1.06% lead, Williams 
confi rmed with a thumbs up emoji via text that he will seek a recount. 

Stix did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 
With the Dec. 1 report from the Ventura County Clerk-Recorder’s Offi  ce, Stix 

now has 1,816 to Williams 1,778 votes. A total of 3,594 votes have been tallied so 
far in the mayor’s race. 

According to state election code, any voter can request a recount. Requests 
must be received within fi ve days of the county being certifi ed. � e county states 
that it plans to certify the election results on Dec. 7. Once a request of a recount 
has been submitted, the county has up to seven days to begin a recount. � e re-
questor can specify either a manual or computer recount. According to the coun-
ty’s recount guide, “Before the recount begins, and at the beginning of each day 
following, the voter who fi led the request must pay a deposit to cover the cost of 

the recount for that day. � e amount of the deposit will be determined by the 
elections offi  cial.” 

According to county guide, “If the recount results in a diff erent outcome in the 
contest being counted, then all of the money deposited will be returned.” � e 
county is required to notice the beginning of the recount and the recount is open 
to public observers. 

A new majority on council
� ree new City Council members, and three new school board members will 

be at the dais. � at makes a majority on each local governmental body. � e Ojai 
Valley News connected with several of the newly electeds for their impressions 
post campaign, as they face their new role.

“My great hope is that we can get past ideologies and into practical solutions,” 

Mayor race headed for recount

IN OTHER LOCAL RACES

Steve Olsen has been elected to a shortened term for city treasurer.
Two incumbents, Mike Etchart and James Kentosh, and one new 

member, Joe Pangea, have been elected to the Meiners Oaks Water 
District Board of Directors.

James Forsythe has been elected, with over 77% of the vote, to Ventura 
Unifi ed School District Area 1, which includes Oak View, Casitas Springs, 
Foster Park and West Ventura.

Liz Campos takes the Ventura City Council seat representing 
West Ventura.

Perry Van Houten
pvh@ojaivalleynews.com

It’s not a lot, but areas of Ventura County could 
see another half inch of rain from the second of two 
back-to-back storms due to arrive over the week-
end.

The fi rst storm that arrived Dec. 1 was expected 
to bring rainfall totals in the half- to 1-inch range, 
with more in the mountains, forecasters said.

After a rather uneventful day and a few degrees 
of warming on Dec. 2, a second storm will follow 
right on the fi rst one’s heels, with light to moderate 
rain forecast Dec. 3 to 4, according to the National 
Weather Service.

Rainfall totals from the second system are expect-
ed to be in the quarter- to half-inch range, forecast-
ers said.

Snow levels for this storm will remain quite high. 
Forecasters were not expecting snowfall to impact 
mountain passes such as the I-5 and SR-33.

As for temperatures over the weekend, the NWS 
was forecasting maximums in the lower to mid-60s, 
with overnight lows in the lower to mid-40s.

Prior to the arrival of the fi rst storm on Dec. 1, 
Ojai’s seasonal rainfall total was 42.2% of normal at 
1.31 inches. Normal seasonal rainfall to date in Ojai 
is 3.10 inches. Last year to date Ojai had received 
1.32 inches of rain, according to the Ventura County 
Public Works Agency-Watershed Protection.

The start of the new week will see a return to dry 
weather, but with cooler than normal temperatures, 
according to the NWS.

Dec. 5 to 6 will bring partly cloudy skies with 
high temperatures in the lower 60s, forecasters said.

For the latest forecasts and weather information, 
visit https://www.weather.gov/lox/.

For emergency information for Ventura County, 
see https://www.vcemergency.com/.

Kimberly Rivers
kimberly@ojaivalleynews.com

Ojai Unifi ed School District’s Fiscal Stabilization 
Committee members met Nov. 28 and reviewed reve-
nue-generating and cost-cutting ideas they had provid-
ed at their fi rst Nov. 18 meeting.

Members indicated which ideas they supported by 
placing colored stickers next to the typed suggestions 
on large posters.

� e third and fi nal meeting of the committee is 
scheduled for Wednesday, Dec. 7, from 4:30-7 p.m. at 
the Nordhoff  High School library, 1401 Maricopa High-
way.

� e 21-member committee, composed of parents, 
teachers, administrators, staff  and two community 
members, met at the Nordhoff  High School Library. 
Among those attending were OUSD Superintendent 
Tiff any Morse, and OUSD Trustees Rebecca Chandler 
and Jane Weil. 

Newly elected Trustee Jim Halverson also attended as 
an observer.

� e committee is tasked with “fi nding $1 million” in 
the district’s budget, said consultant Greg Magnuson 
with Education Support Services Group, who is facili-
tating the committee meetings. He said the committee 
is not intended to “give the board specifi c cuts to make” 

but rather to recommend what areas in district opera-
tions should the OUSD board focus on to “reposition” 
the district “in the long term.” He said the committee is 
a “steering committee.”

During public comment at the beginning of the meet-
ing, OUSD Director of Operations David Rogers said 
that he agreed with the school district not live-streaming 
the committee meetings because of the “goal to speak 
openly and honestly” and that he was “concerned with 
the way people are presented in the news,” and that he 
understood the perspective that members might “hate 
to say something that could be misconstrued.”

� e Ojai Valley News and the Facebook group, Save 

Ojai Public Schools, have been livestreaming the Fiscal 
Committee meetings for the public.

In response to Rogers’ comments, district parent 
Philip Bagley said in his public comment that Rogers’ 
view “refl ects an attitude” that the district “seeks to be 
gatekeepers and withhold information from the pub-
lic … the more eyeballs on it the better.… � e idea that 
some people would not want” the meetings “widely 
shared is troubling.”

Ojai Unifi ed School District Fiscal Committee’s fi nal meeting Dec. 7

NWS

Rainfall totals from storm No. 2 over the weekend 
could top a half inch in Ojai, according to forecasters
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LAKE CASITAS VOLUME

SEASONAL YEAR-TO-DATE

RAINFALL TOTALS FROM OCT. 1

Matilija Canyon              3.08”

Soule Park                        1.28”

Casitas Dam   1.48”

Oak View                           1.52”

Upper Ojai                        2.42”

WATER LEVELS

Oct. 1, 2022        72,973 acre-feet

Dec. 1, 2022      70,878 acre-feet

Current volume   29.8% percent
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