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Nigel Chisholm took this photo of the “very British queue,” with the iconic Tower Bridge in the 
background, on Sept. 18, bearing witness to the Brits’ “quintessential patience.” 

Photo by Nomi Prins

Nigel Chisholm of Ojai gets his wristband to denote his place in the line in London to pay respects to 
the Queen on Sept. 18.

LAKE CASITAS VOLUME

SEASONAL YEAR-TO-DATE

RAINFALL TOTALS FROM OCT. 1

Matilija Canyon             21.12”

Soule Park                       15.02”

Casitas Dam  17.76”

Oak View                         16.50”

Upper Ojai                       18.73”

WATER LEVELS

Oct. 1, 2021        78,486 acre-feet

Sept. 22, 2022    73,579 acre-feet

Current volume      30.9% percent

Queen’s direct line to Ojai
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TALK & TACOS
Sunday, Oct. 2, 3-5 p.m.

Sarzotti Park

www.ansonformayor.com

Join mayoral candidate Anson 

Williams; share your thoughts, 

questions, and vision for Ojai as 

you enjoy tasty La Fuente tacos. 

See you there! 

ANSON

MAYOR
FOR

Perry Van Houten
pvh@ojaivalleynews.com

You may notice less green grass at Ojai Valley businesses 
over the next few months.

On Sept. 14, the Casitas Municipal Water District Board 
of Directors temporarily banned customers from watering 
ornamental or nonfunctional turf at commercial, industrial 
and institutional properties.

A resolution prohibiting the watering of grass that’s en-
tirely decorative and not used for human recreation or com-
munity events passed on a 5-0 vote.

� e ban does not apply to watering residential grass or 
watering “to ensure the health of trees and other perenni-
al non-turf plantings,” according to a memo from Michael 
Flood, CMWD general manager.

� e prohibitions will apply to properties with nonfunc-
tional turf such as grass adjacent to large commercial build-
ings or common areas managed by homeowners associa-
tions, the memo stated.

� e new rules refl ect emergency regulations adopted 
by the State Water Resources Control Board in May, in re-
sponse to low water supply caused by the drought and an 
eff ort to reduce the demand for water.

� e ban on irrigating nonfunctional turf at commercial, 
industrial and institutional properties is the latest addition 
to the list of water-saving measures put in place by Casitas.

In January, the District adopted a revised water-waste 
prohibitions ordinance that bans outside watering within 
48 hours of measurable rainfall of at least 0.25 inches of rain.

Kimberly Rivers
kimberly@ojaivalleynews.com

Who will you vote for? Beyond city races, there are also 
county, state and federal candidates on the Nov. 8 ballot. 
To assist voters in making their decisions, Ojai Valley-spe-
cifi c candidate forums are set for Sept. 28 and Sept. 29.

On Sept. 28, Ojai City Council, Ojai mayor, and Ojai Uni-
fi ed School District school board candidate forums will be 
both in-person and online. � e forum is co-sponsored by 
the Agora Foundation (Ojai Chautauqua series), Ojai Val-
ley News, and Ojai Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

On Sept. 29, the League of Women Voters of Ventura 
County (LWVVC) will hold candidate forums for Ojai may-
or and Ojai Unifi ed School District school board, via Zoom. 

� e League of Women Voters will also hold candidate 
forums for other races, including state and federal seats, 
moderated by David Maron of Camarillo, a member of the 
League of Women Voters and longtime candidate forum 
moderator. 

Casitas Board bans
watering grass that is
planted just for looks

Ojai Valley candidate
forums Sept. 28 and 29

‘Nate Lives On’ at 
Sept. 25 concert

A reggae-rock concert on Sunday, 

Sept. 25, will rock the stadium 

at Nordhoff  High School to 

raise money for Nate’s Place, a 

Wellness & Recovery Center, to 

benefi t young people, named 

in memory of 2019 Nordhoff  

graduate Nate Rhoades.

See page A4

Kimberly  Rivers
kimberly@ojaivalleynews.com

Ojai’s Holy Cross Preschool on Maricopa Highway will close permanently 
Oct. 28, it was announced this week. “We are concerned about our parents 
and teachers,” said Wayne Francis, president of the board and founder of the 
school. “We will do everything we can to ease them through this transition. We 
feel terrible, absolutely terrible.” 

Francis said the reason for the closure was fi nancial. � e Lutheran Church 
opened in 1963 at the 1212 Maricopa Highway property and Francis helped 
found the preschool in 1989.

Holy Cross Preschool to 
close after 33 years

Photo submitted

2019 graduates of Holy Cross Preschool with quilts made by the church 
Quilt Ministry. 
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By Nigel Chisholm
Special to the Ojai Valley News

LONDON — It is said that if one doesn’t like the 
weather in England, wait fi ve minutes and it will 
change. � at saying was never more true than on 
the day before Queen Elizabeth II was to be laid 
to rest in Windsor. Nonetheless, the tens of thou-
sands of people who were still lined up to pay their 
respects were not concerned about the typically 
changeable weather. � eir only concern was to 
pay homage to the longest-serving monarch in 
English and British history. Given the twists and 
turns of 61 monarchs spanning a period of ap-
proximately 1,200 years, that is quite an accom-
plishment in and of itself. 

� e preceding week was tumultuous for most 
British people. For many, it brought tears that 
were, for some surprising and unexpected, and for 
others rooted in a deeply held conviction of what 
being “British” means within their soul. 

After all, for the majority, Queen Elizabeth 
was the only monarch they had ever known, and 
many felt a very direct and personal connection to 
her. Suddenly, change was afoot. It was happen-
ing quickly where change does not ever happen 
quickly, and this was disturbing the natural order 
of things. � e natural-order disturbance included, 
in a typically British inconsistent but well-under-
stood style, all football matches being canceled, 

but the England cricket team continuing their fi ve-
day game against South Africa. Confusingly, some 
shops were closed, but, thank goodness, all pubs 
remained open.

Television was awash with seven days of wall-to-
wall coverage of the Queen’s life, while also not ne-
glecting to burnish the credentials of the new King 
Charles III and Camilla, Queen Consort. � ere 
were also many column yards and television seg-
ments devoted to upgrading the lives of Princess 
Anne, Prince Edward, Prince William, and Harry. 
Unsurprisingly, Prince Andrew was mostly absent 
from the discussion.

� e somber line to pay respects to the Queen, 
estimated to be 5 miles long, was fi lled with every 
type of person imaginable dressed in every out-
fi t imaginable. From the traditional Pearly King 
and Queen who pay homage to the working-class 
culture of London, to bundled-up extended fam-
ily units with grandparents in wheelchairs and 
babies in prams, to the singing Nigerian nuns, to 
men in formal morning suits all the way through 
to more …relaxed attire.

It was a very British queue. No pushing, no 
shoving, and certainly no jumping. It bore witness 
to the quintessential patience borne from having 
stood in many queues over many years. It could be 
argued that the ability of the British to stand pa-
tiently in line defi nes the very essence of Britain. 

In order to join the line, one had to get to the end 
of it and obtain a colored wristband that denoted 
your place. Initially, when the line began to form, 
the organizers tried to keep up with wristband 
duty as people arrived. Soon, however, the sheer 
numbers and speed of arrivals dictated that a dif-
ferent system needed to be put in place. 

According to crowd supervisor Hope, a staging 
area was erected about half a mile behind the end 
of the line, while another was prepared a half-mile 
or so along the route behind the fi rst. When the 
line passed the fi rst staging area, it was packed up 
and moved a mile down the road to become the 
back-up. It was a system that worked wonderfully 
well, and it continued on like that for days. 

Hope told me that there was not a single inci-
dent of irritation by people joining the line and 
that, while tired, she was very proud to be of ser-
vice. Of course, what really helped was that as 
one’s wristband denoted generally where one’s 
place in line was, it was possible to step out of line 
and return later, which I did. � e trick was to make 
friends with the people in front and behind you in 
order to fi nd them again after your coff ee break as 
this was a line of constant movement. � ose who 
thought ahead and brought chairs discovered that 
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