
LAKE CASITAS VOLUME

SEASONAL YEAR-TO-DATE

RAINFALL TOTALS FROM OCT. 1

Matilija Canyon             20.85”

Soule Park                         14.69”

Casitas Dam   17.53”

Oak View                           16.27”

Upper Ojai                         18.23”

WATER LEVELS

Oct. 1, 2021        78,486 acre-feet

Aug. 25, 2022     75,244 acre-feet

Current volume       31.6% percent

First day of school
Perry Van Houten

pvh@ojaivalleynews.com

An aggressive, day-biting mosquito discovered in Ventura 
County two years ago has spread to the Ojai Valley.

� e invasive Aedes aegypti mosquito, a black-and-white 
insect about the 
size of a pencil 
eraser head, has 
been establishing 
itself throughout 
Southern Califor-
nia for the better 
part of 10 years, 
according to Ron 
Ventura, supervis-
ing environmental 
health specialist 
with the Ventura 
County Environ-
mental Health Division.

“It’s known as the ankle biter mosquito,” Ventura told the 
Ojai Valley News. “We’ve been receiving many complaints 
from residents all over the county, letting us know about this 
mosquito that’s been biting their ankles.”

Since its detection through surveillance and tracking in 
September 2020, the mosquito has spread west from Simi 
Valley, according to Ventura. “It’s made it to most cities in 
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C
rossing guards and bus drivers helped 
students head back to campuses across 
the Ojai Unifi ed School District on 
Wednesday as the 2022-23 school year 

kicked off .
Kindergartners here and there may have shed 

a few tears, while some were all smiles. Some 
middle and high school students likely had to 
adjust their summer sleep-in schedule to the 
morning alarm tone.

At Nordhoff  High School, the theme for the 
fi rst week of school is “Aloha Spirit,” and Prin-
cipal David Monson was out front wearing a 
festive lei while greeting students as they ar-
rived. Nordhoff  Parent Association Vice Presi-
dent Alyssa Duclos said the association served a 
breakfast of bagels, cream cheese, fruit, yogurt, 
granola and the all-important coff ee for teach-
ers and staff  to support their fi rst day back. � e 
association also provided teachers with a wel-
come back “shopping spree,” off ering classroom 
supplies earlier in the week all supplied through 
community donations.

On Aug. 24 on the fi rst day of school, Nordhoff  
seniors were treated to a special Senior Sunrise 
event in the gym before fi rst period with Krispy 
Kreme donuts and chocolate milk provided by 
the Nordhoff  Parent Association.

Bronwen Cull-Michels, Nordhoff  High stu-
dent activities director and counselor, asked the 
seniors to write a note to themselves about their 
hopes and dreams for the school year. � e notes 
will be saved for them until the Senior Rally in 
the spring, when they can refl ect on their fi nal 
year of high school.

� e entire Nordhoff  student body and staff  
enjoyed snow cones at lunch as part of the “Alo-
ha Spirit” festivities.

For more information about the Nordhoff  
Parent Association, membership and how to 
donate, visit www.nhsnpa.org. 
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Mira Monte Elementary School kindergarten teacher Tina Mahler, left,  welcomes new student Galilea 
Ponce Nava and her mom, Alejandra Nava, to the fi rst day of school on Aug. 24.
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Nordhoff  High School students enjoy Sno Cones at lunch during Aloha Spirit week. 
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Haley Perez, 3rd grader at Mira Monte Elementary 
School enjoys her fi rst day school.  
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Ventura County fi refi ghters extinguished 
a residential structure fi re in Oak View early 
Tuesday morning.

� e “Vine Fire” in the 200 block of Larmier 
Avenue was reported by a call to 911 at ap-
proximately 2:51 a.m., according to the Ven-
tura County Fire Department.

� e fi re started in the backyard of the 
home, where it consumed a toy hauler trailer 
before spreading to the house, aff ecting the 
attic, VCFD Capt. Andy VanSciver told the 
Ojai Valley News.

Firefi ghters made quick work of the fi re, 

the majority of which was external, and re-
ported knockdown at 3:17 a.m., VanSciver 
said.

Along with fi re crews from the Ojai Val-
ley, the Ventura City Fire Department also 
responded to the blaze. � e Ventura County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce assisted with traffi  c control.

No injuries were reported, VanSciver said.
� e Red Cross was called in to assist the 

two residents and two dogs who were dis-
placed.

Fire crews remained on scene for approxi-
mately two hours working on salvage and 
overhaul.

� e cause of the fi re is under investigation.

Two people, two dogs displaced by Oak View fi re
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Firefi ghters from Ventura County Fire Station 23 in Oak 
View work to douse a structure fi re on Larmier Avenue 
in the overnight hours Tuesday.
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“If they’ve had a shower and a good meal, then they can face 
life — without that they just go downhill,” said Councilmem-
ber Suza Francina, talking about the benefi ts of supporting the 
Ojai Valley Family Shelter, which provides a mobile shower 
van, meals, laundry and a place to sleep during winter months 
for unhoused residents of the Ojai Valley.

Francina was speaking at the Ojai City Council’s Aug. 23 
meeting during deliberations on how the city will award com-
munity organization grant funds.

� e Ojai Valley Family Shelter submitted a grant applica-
tion, past the deadline, for $10,000. � e city received a total 
of 14 applications, 13 within the application period, totaling 
over $300,000 in requested funds from an approved amount 
of $151,000 the council had allocated for community organiza-
tions.

� e council voted to fund the Ojai Valley Family Shelter’s re-
quest, as well as three applications recommended by the city’s 
Budget and Finance Committee, plus three additional organi-
zations staff  identifi ed as not having met all criteria.

� e Ojai Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ojai Community 
Farmers’ Market and Ojai Valley Green Coalition were the three 
entities the committee recommended be funded because they 
met all the criteria.

In addition, the council voted to partially fund the Ojai Val-
ley Fire Safe Council’s request. � e full request was for $30,000, 
but staff  identifi ed two criteria not met regarding spending and 
reporting on the use of previously received grant money. � e 
council approved $25,000 in funding, with Mayor Betsy Stix 
opposing, citing the need to honor the recommended criteria. 
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