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Simply Ojai principals Tom Francis and Leslie Hess have each served Stix as her 
campaign manager and campaign treasurer, respectively. Both Simply Ojai and 
Venskus strongly advocated against the DA. 

An individual associated with Simply Ojai filed a petition to conduct a referendum 
to repeal City legislation approving the DA. Although an individual filed the 
petition with the City, Simply Ojai paid the filing fee.2 

Leslie Hess is also the plaintiff in a lawsuit, and the named petitioner on a petition, 
to conduct a citywide referendum to repeal legislation allowing valet parking. 

On December 13, 2022, the Council held two sessions - one public and another 
closed - after publishing an agenda stating: 

CLOSED SESSION 

1. Conference with Legal Counsel: Existing Litigation 
(Gov. Code§ 54956.9(d)(1)} 
The City Council finds, based on advice from legal counsel, that discussion in open session 
will prejudice the position of the City in the litigation. 
Case Name: Simply Ojai v. City of Ojai, et al.; Ventura County Superior Court Case No. 
Pending Assignment 

I assume "legal counsel" refers to you. You utilized the exact same statement to 
justify the closed sessions on January 9 and 10, 2023. "Govt. Code § 

54956.9(d)(l)." That only covers already existing litigation that "has been initiated 
formally." (All code references hereafter are to the Government Code.) You never 
purported to conduct any closed session pursuant to § 54956.9( d)(2), which applies 
when "there is a significant exposure to litigation against the [City]." 

During the December 13 open session, a member of the public called on Mayor Stix 
to recuse herself on matters concerning Simply Ojai due to concerns over conflicts 
of interest with that organization and its principals. Mayor Stix ignored the call. 

Then, in closed session, Mayor Stix started by suggesting the Council get "a new 
set of eyes to review" the DA by hiring an outside law firm - "Shute, Mihaly and 

2 Given that the almost exclusive activity of Mindful Citizen aka Simply Ojai is action to affect legislation, it is an 
illegitimate "charity" and should lose its nonprofit charter and ability to operate. 
See https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/rneasuring-lobbying-substantial-part-test 
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Ojai Valley News note: According to the Public Information Office of the City of Ojai, no filing fees were charged or collected related to the referendum petition.
























