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Editor’s note: Check back 
for details in this developing 
story.

The first presumptive 
case of the coronavirus, 
known as COVID-19, has 
been reported in Washing-

ton County, according to Di-
ana Irey Vaughan, chairman 
of the Washington County 
Commissioners.

The patient, a Washing-
ton County resident, went 
to a physician’s office after 
experiencing flu-like symp-
toms, the commissioner said 
Friday afternoon.

She does not know which 
hospital the patient was ad-

mitted to, but both Washing-
ton and Mon Valley hospitals 
said early Friday evening 
that they had no presump-
tive or confirmed cases at 
their hospitals.

Earlier Friday, Allegheny 
and Fayette counties de-
clared states of emergency.

The Washington County 
Board of Commissioners 
has not yet declared a state 

of emergency, and county 
offices remain open. How-
ever, Irey Vaughan asked 
residents to postpone visits 
to county offices if they are 
not urgent.

The county is considering 
temporarily closing senior 
citizens centers.

“I think, above all, we 
need to tell (Washington 
County residents) not to 

panic,” said Irey Vaughan.
Commissioners and the 

Public Safety Department 
are advising people to contin-
ue to take precautions includ-
ing washing hands frequent-
ly, maintaining six feet dis-
tance from others, avoiding 
large gatherings, and staying 
home if they are sick.
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Gov. Tom Wolf on Friday 
ordered all Pennsylvania 
schools from K-12 closed for 
10 business days, starting 
Monday, March 16.

The order, which affects 
more than 1.7 million school-
children, was made after the 
confirmed cases of coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) grew to 41 in 
the state.

Wolf said in a statement 
his administration had been 
working with school districts 
and state and local officials to 
gather input before making 
a decision.

At the end of the 10-day 
period, Wolf will evaluate 
the decision to determine 
whether the closure will be 
extended.

No instruction will take 
place during the school clo-
sure period.

On Thursday, Wolf 
ordered that schools in 
Montgomery County, con-
sidered the epicenter of 
the COVID-19 outbreak in 
Pennsylvania, close, starting 
Friday.

He also requested Penn-
sylvanians begin social dis-
tancing, discouraged people 
from attending recreational 
activities, and directed the 
cancellation of events with 
more than 200 people.

School superintendents 
across the state participated 
in a webinar Friday with the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Education, where they grew 
frustrated at what several 
called a lack of information 
to help them make a decision 
about closing their schools, 
and inflexibility about meet-
ing the 180-day mandatory 
school year.

During the conference 
call, superintendents were 
told they would get no relief 
for the 180 days of instruc-
tion, and that each school 
district would have to make 
its own decision about school 
closure.

By Jon Andreassi

Staff writer
jandreassi@observer-reporter.com

Normally, there would 
have been a line to get into 
the fish fry at Our Lady 
of the Miraculous Medal 
Church.

But there was no line at the 
Chartiers Township church 
around lunchtime Friday, a 
day after the Catholic Dio-
cese of Pittsburgh recom-
mended that parishes limit 
their fish fries to take-out as 
part of an effort to limit the 
spread of the coronavirus.

However, Miraculous 
Medal is not limiting how 
people choose to enjoy their 
meals.

“As a committee, we 
thought what was best was 
to emphasize the takeout. 
We actually have a lot more 
takeout orders and phone-in 
orders than we ever have 
at this point in a day, but 
we didn’t want to let people 
come and not have a seat,” 
said Greg Starcevic, a mem-
ber of the church’s fish fry 
committee.

While the social hall was 
sparse, some chose to eat in 
despite the diocesan recom-
mendation.

Lou Muth, a West Middle-
town resident who works 
in construction, ate with a 
group of coworkers who 
are not concerned about the 
coronavirus.

“It’s all hysteria,” Muth 
said.

Starcevic said that though 
people are allowed to eat at 
the social hall, the volun-
teers are taking extra cau-
tion with their hygiene and 
food preparation in order to 
keep everyone safe.

“We have had several vol-
unteers that said, ‘You know, 
I don’t feel good today. I’m 
not coming in,’ or they might 
be a little bit on the older side, 
65-plus, that don’t want to get 
into a position where they’re 
kind of compromised,” 
Starcevic said.
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Fish fries grapple with takeout-only guidelines
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Immaculate Conception Church’s fish fry delivery drivers wait for orders on Friday 
while the social hall remained sparse after the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh recom-
mended fish fries be takeout only.
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Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church’s fish fry was significantly less busy Friday, but some patrons still opted 
to dine there.
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WASHINGTON – The 
United States declared a 
state of emergency Friday 
as many European countries 
went on a war footing amid 
mounting deaths as the world 
mobilized to fight the widen-
ing coronavirus pandemic.

At the White House, 
where President Donald 
Trump made the emergen-
cy decree, drug company 
executives vowed to work 
together and with the gov-
ernment to quickly expand 
the country’s coronavirus 
testing capabilities, which 
are far behind those in many 
countries.

“We will defeat this 

threat,” Trump told a news 
conference. “When Ameri-
ca is tested, America rises to 
the occasion.”

While the aggressive 
spread of the virus in Eu-
rope, North America and the 
Middle East has dashed any 
hopes for quick containment, 
dozens of countries have im-
posed increasingly severe 
measures over the past cou-

ple days – shutting borders, 
expanding testing, closing 
school for tens of millions of 
children and ordering tens 
of thousands of businesses 
to close their doors – to try to 
face down the disease.

The U.S. emergency de-
cree will open up $50 billion 
for state and local govern-
ments to respond to the 
outbreak, said Trump, who 

also gave the secretary of 
health and human services 
emergency powers to waive 
federal regulations to give 
doctors and hospitals “flex-
ibility” in treating patients.

As the United States strug-
gles to slow the spread of the 
virus, the governors of six 
states – Florida, Iowa, Louisi-
ana, New York, Rhode Island 
and Washington – sought Na-
tional Guard troops.

Trump’s announcement 
came as tens of millions of 

students around the world 
faced weeks without class-
es, security forces went on 
standby to guard against 
large gatherings, and bars, 
restaurants and offices 
closed.

While the new coronavi-
rus can be deadly, partic-
ularly for the elderly and 
people with other health 
problems, for most peo-
ple it causes only mild or 
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