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Local artist combines birds with shoes

By Madeline Coats

maddie@nwnews.com

Birds wearing diﬀerent
types of shoes may seem like
a strange concept. However,
during the last 18 months,
drawings from local artist
Jim Sorensen have gained
popularity for their odd and
whimsical nature.
In July, Sorenson published a 120-page hardcover
book ﬁlled with a repertoire

of his birds in shoes illustrations as well as informative
captions. In the near future,
he plans to release two calendars featuring adult and
baby birds in shoes.
“[The idea] just popped
into my head,” he said. “I like
odd things. I've done a lot of
what would be called very eccentric sculpting and things
like that. I just like things that
are a little out of the ordinary.

I mean, I think the juxtaposition of a bird wearing shoes is
kind of funny.”
Sorensen, who claims to
be “pandemic retired,” said
he tries to draw for about
an hour and a half every
day. Prior to COVID-19,
he spent 40 years traveling around the world
teaching communication
skills to mostly corporate
audiences.

He said these drawings are
“one of the good things that
came out of the pandemic.”
In fact, the comment he receives most from supporters
is how the artwork helped get
them through the pandemic.
From a young age, Sorensen moved around a lot
and was quite introverted.
The longest he ever stayed
in the same school was a
little over one year, he said.

According to him, drawing
became an outlet.
“Actually, a similar thing
happened
during
this
pandemic with all the adversarial divisiveness politically,”
he said. “When I draw, everything goes away and it’s just
me and that drawing. And
so, when I'm feeling stressed
or depressed about the world,
it all kind of goes away when
I draw.”

After joining the service and
moving around some more,
he eventually settled down in
unincorporated Snohomish
County, where he’s lived for the
last two decades. His home is
located in the woods near Lost
Lake, which was originally
called Devil’s Lake.
Every year, Sorensen and
his wife meet with friends for a
ﬁve-day art retreat. He said the
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Woodinville football defeats Bishop Blanchet Cottage Lake residents
raise funds to improve
lake health, quality
By Madysen McLain
madysen@nwnews.com

Madysen McLain

madysen@nwnews.com

Woodinville High School
football players belted out their
traditional ﬁght song after the
team’s ﬁrst game of the season
over Bishop Blanchet at Woodinville High School on Friday,
Sept. 3.
The Falcons took the victory
29-26.
Following COVID-19 regulations, fans ﬁlled the stands,
the pep band played and
cheerleaders encouraged the
crowd to cheer, WHS Head

Coach Wayne Maxwell said.
“Both football teams felt the
energy,” Maxwell said. “The
overall morale of the students
was such a positive thing.”
Woodinville started the
game with senior quarterback
Theo Grothen completing a
36-yard pass to senior Adam
Duﬀy for a touchdown. Finley
Bragg kicked for the Falcons,
resulting in an extra point.
Also in the ﬁrst quarter,
senior Henry Nichols scored
the second touchdown for

Photos by Morgan Petroski.

Woodinville High School students show their school spirit
during the ﬁrst football game of the season at Pop Keeney
Stadium on Friday, Sept. 3, 2021.
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The Friends of Cottage Lake
will host its third outdoor
fundraising concert in an effort to reduce invasive milfoil
and an unhealthy amount of
phosphorus in the local body
of water.
The group hopes to raise
$8,000 to cover the costs of milfoil treatment at Cottage Lake
next summer, FOCL President
Jonathan Morrison said. The
fundraiser, which takes place
at Bassetti’s Arbor Gardens, is
scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 12
from 2-5 p.m.
“Most of the members live
around the lake or use the
park,” Morrison said. “Keeping
access to the lake and being
able to do the things that people like to do, like boat, ﬁsh or
swim, is big for us.”
During
the
concert,
ticketholders can listen to
live music from a local band,
partake in free pizza and lemonade, and possibly win a door
prize. Attendees could be chosen for a free stay at Cottage
Lake Bed and Breakfast or
Cottage Lake Gardens Bed and
Breakfast.

Bear Creek Country Club
20825 NE 141st St, Woodinville
Gorgeous private golf club living with tennis,
park & more! Beautifully updated with timeless
design, Street of Dreams home & location are
supreme! Great views of golf course, grand 2
story Living Room, expansive windows, marble
ﬁreplace plus 600 bottle wine cellar!
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A couple of members in
the nonproﬁt also play in a
local band called the Market
Minstrels. The musical group
oﬀered to host a fundraiser concert to beneﬁt Cottage
Lake.
Last year, he said, the concert
continued despite COVID-19.
However, the group played on
the deck of a home and projected the music across the
lake, Morrison said.
FOCL, a nonproﬁt organization, was established in the
1980s. He said it has been a
long battle to get Cottage Lake
in a state ready for recreation.
In the mid-2000s, large
patches of lily pads were removed because the plants
were prohibiting lake access
on the north and south ends of
the lake. Once the water lilies
cleared, he said, milfoil moved
in rapidly.
On the other hand, the nonproﬁt for the lake faced excess
phosphorus levels caused by
algae blooms. Morrison said
the group worked with King
County and the Washington
State Department of Ecology
to explore solutions.
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