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J
illanne Michell slipped 

into a bathroom stall 

and thought to herself, 

“I might die here on this 

toilet.”

Seconds earlier, Michell had 

been teaching in the classroom 

next door to where eight stu-

dents and one professor would 

eventually be gunned down 

during the Umpqua Communi-

ty College shooting on Oct. 1, 

2015.

As her class was wrapping up 

for the day, Michell excused her-

self to use the restroom.

Bam.

Bam Bam.

“While I was in the restroom, the 

shots began. And I was terrified be-

cause they were so loud,” she told 

detectives later that day.

Michell froze, not knowing what 

to do.

“I just felt like I couldn’t leave the 

bathroom or I would get shot,” she 

said.

Michell climbed on top of a toilet 

and crouched down, hoping that if 

the shooter walked in, she would be 

hidden.

Bam Bam Bam Bam Bam.

“The shots were so loud and they 

sounded like they were so on the 

other side of the wall that I was 

worried the bullets were going to 

penetrate into the wall,” she said.

‘I thought I might die’

COURTESY OF THE DOUGLAS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Officers run towards the scene of the shooting at Umpqua Community College on Oct. 1, 2015.
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In the aftermath of the 

Oct. 1, 2015, mass shooting at 

Umpqua Community College, 

there were four students left 

uninjured, physically at least, 

in Snyder Hall, Room 15.

One of them was Mathew 

Downing. He was singled 

out at the beginning by the 

shooter, who handed him his 

manifesto in an envelope to 

give to the police. Downing 

threw the envelope down as 

he ran out of the room, but 

police later found it.

Another uninjured survivor 

was David Coder, who told 

police he kept his eyes closed 

so he would appear dead. 

A bullet went through his 

sweater, but missed him.

Both men were interviewed 

by police, and recordings 

of those interviews were 

included in investigation doc-

uments the Douglas Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office released 

Friday.

Downing told police the 

shooter fired a couple of 

shots before entering the 

room and then told every-

one to go to the middle of 

the room.

Then he singled out 

Downing, and handed him an 

envelope.

“He’s like this is a memento 

to the cops for whoever the 

f- — survives this. And he told 

me to get in the back of the 

class and that he wasn’t going 

to hurt me if I give it to the 

cops.

“And then he just shot 

people. He just went through 

Police interviews reveal survivors’ harrowing experiences
CONTENT ADVISORY:  

This story contains graphic descriptions from the survivors of the 

Oct. 1, 2015, Umpqua Community College shooting. Parents with chil-

dren or those who could be especially triggered by graphic descrip-

tions and details from the event are strongly cautioned.
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