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COMING  

SATURDAY
In-depth coverage of the  
visit by President Obama to Roseburg

President Obama exits Air Force One today, accompanied by Oregon’s Congressional delegation Ron Wyden, left, and Peter DeFazio. The president boarded Marine One en 

route to Roseburg where he was expected to meet with the families of the UCC shooting victims.

BRIAN DAVIES/THE REGISTER-GUARD

Obama arrives

President Barack Obama 

and Air Force One landed in 

Eugene this morning shortly 

after 11:30 a.m. The president 

left the plane with Sen. Jef 

Merkley, Sen. Ron Wyden and 

Rep. Peter DeFazio. He was 

then greeted by Eugene Mayor 

Kitty Piercy, before departing 

for Roseburg aboard Marine 

One. 

He then met privately with 

the families afected by the 

shooting rampage in Snyder 

Hall on the campus of Umpqua 

Community College last week.

On Oct. 1, a 26-year-old 

male Winchester resident 

killed nine people and injured 

nine others in a mass shooting 

before taking his own life once 

law enforcement oicers en-

gaged the shooter just minutes 

after the irst 911 calls.

That afternoon, Obama gave 

a 13-minute speech consoling 

the families struck with grief 

and condemning the attack.

“That means there’s another 

community stunned with 

grief, and communities across 

the country forced to relieve 

their own anguish, and par-

ents across the country who 

are scared because they know 

it might have been their fami-

lies or their children,” Obama 

said.

However, many in Roseburg 

and the surrounding commu-

nities said they were hurt by 

Obama’s willingness to politi-

cize the shooting. Many voiced 

the opinion that the command-

er-in-chief was not welcome 

to visit the community after 

calling for stricter gun-control 

laws in the wake of the tragedy.

Today, Obama landed in 

Roseburg and met privately 

with the families of the victims 

of the tragedy at UCC.

IAN CAMPBELL

The News-Review

City in the 
spotlight

As phones blared in the open oice 

space next door, Roseburg City Manag-

er Lance Colley glared at his computer 

screen. 

“This is the worst ... response ... to 

anything I’ve seen,” he said, his eyes ixed 

forward. “We are under siege right now. 

There are so many people calling with 

hate and discontent.”

On Wednesday afternoon in Roseburg 

City Hall, it seemed like a bizarre tele-

thon, with two mild-mannered assistants 

and the city recorder in the other room 

taking turns picking up the endlessly 

chirping phones. Their upbeat telephone 

greetings — “Administration”  — gener-

ally preceded sighs, then apologies, then 

they hung up or put the callers on hold.

The day before, the city released a 

statement welcoming President Barack 

Obama to Roseburg. He will visit the 

community today, eight days after the 

devastating slaying of nine people on the 

campus of Umpqua Community College.

TROY BRYNELSON

The News-Review 

City leaders try to help 
community while under 
national scrutiny

Surgeons: Survivor now 
breathing on her own

The most seriously in-

jured survivor of last week’s 

shooting is now breathing 

on her own, according to 

surgeons at the Springield 

hospital where she is being 

treated.

Julie Woodworth, 19, was 

shot ive times, including 

a single shot to the head. 

Doctors have previously 

said she may sufer neuro-

logical damage from her in-

juries, inlicted during last 

week’s massacre at Umpqua 

Community College, in 

which a gunman wounded 

nine people and killed 10, 

including himself.

Woodworth is one of 

two survivors remaining 

at Sacred Heart Hospital 

at RiverBend. The other 

has not been named. Sur-

geons treating Woodworth 

described her condition at 

a press conference at the 

hospital Thursday.

Neurosurgeon Neil 

Roundy said he is happy 

with Woodworth’s progress. 

She is awake and able to 

breathe on her own, move 

her arms spontaneously 

and track movement with 

her eyes. She is not able 

to walk or talk yet, and it’s 

possible she will have to re-

learn how to do both. Still, 

Roundy said, Woodworth 

has youth on her side. She 

will likely remain in the 

intensive care unit for an-

other week.

 “Thus far she’s made 

a very incredible recov-

ery, she really has. She’s 

been very strong, and she’s 

fought very hard to get to 

where she’s at. She has a 

long road of recovery ahead 

of her,” Roundy said.

Medical Director Travis 

Littman said surgeries for 

Woodworth’s other injuries 

in her arms and legs have 

gone well. There was a 

CARISA CEGAVSKE

Senior Staff Writer

The News-Review  

ON THE WEB
Live coverage of the president’s 
visit will be on nrtoday.com and 
in Saturday’s News-Review

John Poole of Klamath Falls holds a sign in support of President 

Obama during a protest near the airport today.
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