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Commissioners add 
support to Obama visit

Coming Friday

NEWS: Coverage of      
President Barack Obama’s 

visit to Roseburg in print and 
online. 

Friday’s 
forecast

High: 81 Low: 61
See A7 for details

To subscribe, call:

541-957-4244

To place a classiied ad:            

541-957-4200 

Call in news tips to:

541-957-4201

Online:

www.nrtoday.com
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‘Defend Roseburg’ event goes viral

In preparation for President 
Barack Obama’s visit Friday, a 
digital invitation was sent out to 
nearly 50,000 people from the 
Facebook group “Defend Rose-
burg — Deny barack 0bama.”

The group’s goal: To make it 
known that a large contingency of 
people in Roseburg, the state of 

Oregon and the nation feel disre-
spected that the president is going 
against the community’s wishes 
and making an appearance.

“We’re simply trying to do 
what’s in the best interest for 
Roseburg,” said Casey Runyan, 
33, of Reedsport, who started the 
Facebook page. “There needs to 
be something said as far as Mr. 
Obama coming out here for a po-
litical agenda.”

Runyan, who jokingly said that 
he didn’t have 50,000 friends, 
said he was surprised how quickly 
word spread and how much sup-
port the group has been able to 
get since he posted the page on 
Monday.

“We thought we’d get 1,000, 
maybe,” he said. “It was be-
yond that in a few hours. From 
the looks of it, there are people 
coming from all over the country 
— from the east coast to the Gulf 
region.”

Residents from California, 
Kansas, Maine and more than 40 

other states and nations, includ-
ing the Philippines, have voiced 
support for the organizers and 
some, like Washington resident 
Rene Hollan, have booked hotel 
rooms in Roseburg.

“I just found the speed at which 
Mr. Obama felt that he should 
make a comment about the sit-
uation — before the facts were 
known — and that he said we 
should politicize this so quickly, 
when he’s ignored other similar 
tragedies and other places like the 
murder of Katie Steinle — I just 
found it horribly reprehensible,” 

he said.
Hollan said he’s never been to 

Roseburg but was glad to make 
the trip in order to stand together 
with people from across the coun-
try for a common cause.

“I think it struck a chord with a 
lot of like-minded people,” Hollan 
said. “A lot of people are fed up 
and they want to do something. 
Showing up and expressing their 
solidarity is one way of doing 
that.”

IAN CAMPBELL

The News-Review

PRESIDENT OBAMA VISIT 

Grass-roots invitation calls for peaceful 
protest while president is in town

PROTEST, A6

Jason Boaz of Oakland welds a length of rebar to a steel cutout of Oregon in Roseburg on Tuesday. Boaz was one of several 
volunteers helping to craft the signs and displays that are being sold for $10 each to raise money for an Umpqua Community 
College relief fund.

MICHAEL SULLIVAN/THE NEWS-REVIEW

J
ustin Troxel, a Roseburg 
native and graduate of the 
welding program at Umpqua 
Community College, felt a 

need to help those afected by the 
UCC tragedy. His original plan was 
to weld 50 metal Oregon Heart 
Signs, sell them for $10 each and 
donate $500 to the Greater Douglas 

United Way Umpqua Strong Fund. 
His venture soon generated much 
more.

About 9 inches wide by 7 inches 
tall, Troxel’s signs are cut into the 
shape of the state of Oregon from 
sheets of steel with a 2-inch heart 
cut out where the city of Roseburg 

sits. The signs are then spray paint-
ed in green or white UCC colors 
with “Made in Roseburg with Love 
#UCCStrong” written on back with a 
white paint pen.

The signs come in three styles: a 
lat wall hanger, a yard stake and 
a stand-up desktop welded onto a 
horseshoe. Starting today, metal key 
chains will also be available.

On Friday, Troxel received 

ON THE WEB
For a video with this  

story, go to nrtoday.com

Community’s support for UCC put on display
VERA WESTBROOK

The News-Review

Signs of

Hope
Volunteers 
help craft 
Oregon 
signs in 
Roseburg on 
Tuesday.

SIGNS, A6

French 

train 

hero 

stabbed

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Airman 1st 

Class Spencer Stone, hailed as a hero 

for helping to tackle a gunman on a 

French train in August, was stabbed 

and seriously wounded outside a bar 

early today in what police said was an 

alcohol-related 

ight that had 

nothing to do 

with terrorism.

Stone, 23, was 

stabbed repeat-

edly in the upper 

body while out with a group of friends 

and was taken to UC Davis Medical 

Center, authorities said.

Police said the two assailants led in a 

car. No immediate arrests were made.

“We irmly believe that this is not a 

terrorism-related event and that it is 

in no way related to the incident that 

occurred in France,” police said in a 

statement. They called the stabbing “a 

nightlife-related incident.”

In a statement, the hospital said 

that Stone’s family “appreciates the 

outpouring of love and support” and 

requests privacy.

When reached by phone by The 

News-Review this morning, Alek Skar-

latos of Roseburg declined to comment 

until he learned more about his friend’s 

condition. Skarlatos was one of the four 

men who subdued the gunman on the 

French train.

Early this morning, Skarlatos sent 

CALIFORNIA

The Associated Press and News-Review

Stone

STABBING, A6

Tickets on sale now!    Visit sevenfeathers.com for more information

I-5, Exit 99 Canyonville, OR 
800.548.8461  |  www.sevenfeathers.com

A great place to enjoy 
Arts & Entertainment


