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Why Douglas is 
Oregon’s best county

Hampton Inn planned near I-5

The Hanna family plans to 

build a high-end hotel on Mulhol-

land Drive near Interstate 5 and 

Garden Valley Boulevard.

Polly Johnson, president of 

Hanna Hospitality VII, said the 

current plan calls for a Hampton 

Inn & Suites with 100-plus rooms 

to be built on what the family 

calls the “midway,” a mostly empty 

piece of land between the Wind-

mill Inn and the Coke bottling 

plant on Mullholland.

As envisioned, the hotel would 

feature a pool, exercise room, a 

room for board meetings and a 

conference space large enough for 

250 people.

Johnson is the older sister of 

former state Rep. Bruce Hanna, 

who runs the Coke plant, and 

the daughter of LeRoy and Betty 

Hanna. The elder Hannas started 

acquiring property along Mulhol-

land in the 1960s.

Johnson, who now lives in 

Pendleton but grew up in Myrtle 

Creek, said it has been her par-

ents’ dream since they started 

acquiring the land to develop the 

entire parcel the family company 

owns along Mulholland, from 

Earnest Auto Sales down to the 

lot on which Elmer’s Restaurant 

sits.

Johnson said Hanna Hospitality 

has submitted an application to 

the Hilton Worldwide company, 

which owns the Hampton Inns, 

and has been told it will likely 

take fewer than 90 days to receive 

approval for the project. 

Hanna Hospitality did a market 

survey to ind out what kind of 

hotel the area needed and could 

support. What the company 

found was that Hampton Inn & 

Suites would it the bill.

“It will be just on the upper end 

of what Roseburg has to ofer,” 

Johnson said. “Roseburg is dei-

nitely ready for something like 

this.”

If the company gets the go-

ahead from Hampton in the next 

couple of months, construction on 

a new hotel could be completed 

CARISA CEGAVSKE

Senior Staff Writer

The News-Review  

High-end hotel will be located  
on Mulholland Drive in Roseburg

HOTEL, A6

Voters 
consider 
nullifying 
gun checks

SALEM — Voters in a rural 

Oregon county will vote next 

month on a ballot measure that 

seeks to prohibit enforcement of 

new gun laws. 

The decision to hold the 

election in Coos County fol-

lows the state Legislature’s 

vote earlier this year to require 

background checks for private, 

person-to-person gun sales. 

The move angered gun-rights 

advocates and prompted a back-

lash in much of rural Oregon. 

“What we’re trying to do is 

stop the erosion of our 2nd 

Amendment liberties,” said Rob 

Taylor, chief petitioner behind 

the ballot measure. “The liberty 

to protect against tyranny, the 

liberty to protect ourselves 

against any harm and the liberty 

to hunt and own a gun.” 

JONATHAN J. COOPER

The Associated Press

Halee Bancroft, 3, of Roseburg, left, and Rachel Maccarone, 17, of Myrtle Creek look on as Oregon Connections Academy English 

teacher April Bauguess reads aloud during an early eduction literacy program at the Roseburg Library on Thursday.

MICHAEL SULLIVAN/THE NEWS-REVIEW

I
n a reading event Thurs-

day hosted by Oregon 

Connections Academy, 

children from preschool 

to high school participated in 

the 10th annual Read for the 

Record global campaign held 

at Douglas County Library.

The Read for the Record 

campaign is facilitated by 

Jumpstart, an early education 

organization that promotes 

literacy by attempting to break 

the world record for the most 

people reading the same book 

on the same day around the 

globe. 

In 2013, the Read for the 

Record campaign set a new 

world record with 2,462,860 

participants who read “Otis” 

by Loren Long as part of the 

world’s largest shared reading 

experience, according to the 

jstart.org website. 

On Thursday, reading 

groups in communities 

across the nation read in per-

son or through virtual read-

ing sessions, then submitted 

the number of participants 

by registering with Jumpstart 

online. 

ORCA, an online K-12 

public school, hosted in-per-

son reading events for its 

students at public libraries in 

10 communities around the 

state. Teachers also planned 

a live, interactive virtual 

reading session for students 

to attend from any Internet 

connection.

“They say in the early grades 

you learn to read, and from 

there you read to learn,” said 

ORCA kindergarten and irst 

grade teacher Jason Web-

ber, who organized this year’s 

Read for the Record event in 

Oregon. “Encouraging our 

students to get excited about 

reading will give them a boost 

in all their other academic 

subjects.” 

The reading campaign this 

year featured the illustrated 

book “Not Norman: A Gold-

fish Story” by Kelly Bennett 

for grades K-2. Readers could 

read from the hardbound 

copy or they could download 

the book from the Jumpstart 

website for free. The book 

may be for young ones, but 

people of all ages enjoyed it 

as well.

ORCA English instructor 

April Bauguess from Roseburg 

read the book to a small group 

of students, parents, ORCA 

teachers and their guests, who 

met in the library’s Ford Com-

munity Room. 

VERA WESTBROOK

The News-Review

Oregon Connections Academy hosts literacy event 

FOR THE RECORD

READING 

READ, A6

Fugitive 
from Wash. 
captured  
in Green

A fugitive from Washington 

state was captured and taken 

into custody Thursday night in 

Green, according to the Douglas 

County Sher-

if ’s Oice.

Deputies 

patrolling near 

the intersec-

tion of Castle 

Avenue and 

Carnes Road 

in Green, a 

residential 

area near Green Oaks County 

Park, contacted Mark Allen 

IAN CAMPBELL

The News-Review

Kolberg
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