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A
t the irst formal board meeting Wednesday 
since the Oct. 1 Umpqua Community College 
shooting, a sense of routine helped the UCC 
Board of Trustees get back to its mission of 
educating and learning.

UCC interim president Dr. Rita Cavin reported that 
as the college recovered, it would focus on the following 
key areas: campus safety and security, learning, student 
success, resources and communication. She stressed that 
college safety was a priority and that recovery plans must 
be lexible and responsive.

In closing Cavin gave an emotional thanks to the Rose-
burg and UCC communi-
ties: “Our hearts ache and 
continue to ache for our 
Umpqua nine, and for all of 
us who were physically and 
emotionally afected. I have 
never been more proud to 
be part of a community as 
strong and resilient as this 
one.”

To quicken the pace of 
campus recovery, the board 
approved a resolution that 
declared an emergency ex-
isted, which would autho-
rize college administrators 

to waive competitive bidding procedures for emergency 
response contracts, which typically takes weeks.  

An emergency was deined as circumstances that could 
not be foreseen, which create a risk of loss, damage or in-
terruption of services, or threaten property, public health, 
welfare or safety. These circumstances might also require a 
prompt contract to remedy the situation.

By this deinition, the resolution declared the unexpected 
acts of a shooter on Oct. 1, which led to the death and injury 

MOVING FORWARD

VERA WESTBROOK  | The News-Review

UMPQUA COMMUNITY COLLEGE BOARD

UCC board to focus on education of students and recovery of campus

Vanessa Becker, left, Umpqua Community College chair of the board of trustees, acknowledges interim president Dr. Rita Cavin at a board 
meeting at UCC on Wednesday. The meeting was the irst by the board since the shooting at UCC on Oct. 1. 
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Man 
sentenced to 
6 years for 
rock tossing

A 22-year-old Sutherlin man 
was sentenced Tuesday to nearly 
six years in prison for seriously 

injuring Univer-
sity of Oregon 
distant runner 
Molly Grabill 
after he threw 
a rock from an 
overpass onto 
Interstate 5 in 
November 2012.

Matthew 
Logan McKinney pleaded guilty 
to multiple charges that includ-
ed two counts of second-degree 
assault, Measure 11 crimes that 
carry mandatory 70-month 
sentences.

McKinney also pleaded guilty 
to multiple counts of reckless 
endangerment and third- and 
fourth-degree assault, and for 
throwing an object of an over-
pass and irst-degree criminal 
mischief.

On Nov. 26, 2012, Grabill and 

IAN CAMPBELL
The News-Review

McKinney

Matthew McKinney 
pleads guilty to 
injuring UO students

UCC president 
search to resume

The process of looking for a new 
president for Umpqua Community 
College will get back on track next 
week.

At Wednesday’s board meeting, 
UCC board chair Vanessa Becker 
gave a report from the President 
Search Committee. That committee’s 
Oct. 5 meeting was cancelled and 
will be rescheduled for next week. 

“The next step is to convene the 
Search Advisory Committee before 
Thanksgiving,” she said, with re-
cruitment after the irst of the year. 
Filling the board vacancy with one 
of three applicants will also be dis-
cussed next week. 

Preston Pulliams of Gold Hill As-
sociates, the consultant irm hired 
to search for a new college presi-
dent, was asked about the impact 
the Oct. 1 shooting might have on 
the search for a new UCC president. 

“I think (the tragedy) will 
strengthen the quality of the (candi-
date) pool,” Pulliams said.  “I think 
we are going to get individuals who 
are passionate about working in an 
institution that especially has gone 
through that sort of a tragic scenario. 

I’m not worried about that.”
He said the UCC tragedy is now 

worldwide and has raised the 
proile of the college, which might 
attract solid candidates who are 
interested in helping the UCC 
community.

“The main thing is (the candi-
dates) really care about helping to 
move the organization forward and 
help people deal with the anxiety 
this has caused,” Pulliams said. “In 
this particular case I think we are 
going be able to ind some really 
outstanding people who want to 
come and help.”

Pulliams said he has already 
received calls from possible candi-
dates about the presidential search. 
As soon as the Search Advisory 
Committee is formed, he plans to 
help develop a search proile for the 
new president with the help of the 
committee. 

“The school itself has a great rep-
utation,” Pulliams said. “The cam-
pus has a lot of things going for it.” 

He said he is conident people are 
going to be interested in coming to 
work for UCC.

“
This will 

allow us 

to immediately 

implement some of 

the security that we 

want to add to the 

campus.”Rebecca Redell
UCC chief financial officer

Obama to 
keep more 
troops in 
Afghanistan

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama announced 
plans today to keep nearly 
10,000 U.S. troops in Afghani-
stan through most of next year 
and 5,500 when he leaves office 
in 2017, casting aside his prom-
ise to end the war on his watch 
and instead ensuring he hands 
off the conflict to a successor. 

Obama called the new war 
plan a “modest but meaningful” 
extension of the U.S. military 
mission in Afghanistan, which 
he originally planned to end 
next year. He acknowledged 
America’s weariness of the 
lengthy conflict but said he was 
“firmly convinced we should 
make this extra effort.” 

Military leaders have argued 
for months that the Afghans 
needed additional assistance 

LOLITA C. BALDOR and JULIE PACE
The Associated Press
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TICKETS

$40 & $30
Get $9.99 back

  in FREE Play!

Tickets on sale Now!

Purchase tickets in person at the Box Office, online at sevenfeathers.

com or call 877.772.5425. Doors open at 7 p.m. Must be 21 or older.

A great place to enjoy 
Arts & Entertainment


