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From Office Of  Rep. Tom 
Graves

Rep. Tom Graves, 14th Con-
gressional District, sent letters 
to officials in the U.S. House of 
Representatives and Gov. Brian 
Kemp Oct. 2 to say he would be 
stepping down from Congress ef-
fective Sunday, Oct. 4, at 11:59 p.m.

Rep. Graves also entered the 
following farewell statement into 
the Congressional Record:

When I was young, my Dad 
always used to tell me that if I 
dreamed big and worked hard, 

I would achieve much. Dream 
Big, Work Hard, Achieve Much. 
I have carried that advice with 
me my entire life. Those words 
fueled my ability to go from the 
hall of a single-wide trailer to 
the halls of Congress.

I write that today as I reflect 
on what makes America so spe-
cial: the ability to chart your own 
course and achieve any dream. 
My heart is filled with gratitude 
for our country and the enduring 
experiment of democracy that has 
allowed someone like me to end 
up in the U.S. House of Repre-

sentatives for the past decade.
Serving as the Representative 

of Georgia’s 9th and 14th districts 
has truly been the honor of my 
life. This privilege was made pos-
sible by the sacrifice and support 
of so many wonderful people. 
First and foremost, my parents 
“Big Tom” and Penny; my wife, 
Julie; my children, Josephine, 
John, and Janey. My family has 
supported me every step of the 
way on this path of public ser-
vice. My wife and children bore 
a burden that often goes unrec-
ognized in politics. There are 

many precious days of life that 
we spent apart. Knowing their 
sacrifice motivated me every 
day to do the very best I could. 
Now it’s time to shift the focus 
to them, and support their jour-
neys and dreams, just as they 
supported mine.

For my final words entered into 
the Congressional Record as a 
member of Congress, I want to 
share the most essential lesson 
learned over the past decade: 
the importance of relationship 

Rep. Tom Graves has stepped down

By Beau Evans
Capitol Beat News Service

Georgians planning to 
vote by mail in the Nov. 3 
general election have a new 
way to track the status of 

their absen-
tee ballots af-
ter requesting 
one.

Secretary 
of State Brad 
Raffensperg-
er’s office has 
launched a 
new online 
tracking sys-

tem called BallotTrax that 
lets voters sign up for text 
or email alerts on their bal-
lot status.

“Creating this new absen-
tee ballot tracking and noti-
fication system will provide 
Georgia voters with greater 
clarity and increased con-
fidence that their votes are 
accepted,” Raffensperger 
said in a statement.

The website to sign up 
for alerts is https://geor-
gia.ballottrax.net/voter/.

The new system comes 
after Raffensperger’s office 
launched an online portal 
to request absentee bal-
lots in August. More than 
200,000 people had used 
the request portal as of Fri-
day, Sept. 25, Raffensperg-
er said.

Around 1.2 million Geor-
gians have been sent absen-
tee ballots so far, marking a 
surge in vote-by-mail amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

With the tracking sys-
tem, voters will receive a 
message when their ab-
sentee-ballot application 
is accepted, when the bal-
lot itself is sent to a voter 
and whether the cast bal-
lot is accepted or rejected, 
according to Raffensperg-
er’s office.

Anyone whose mail-in 
ballot is rejected will be 
given instructions on how to 
correct the issue and make 
sure their vote is counted, 
Raffensperger’s office said.

Georgia is poised for re-
cord voter turnout in the 
Nov. 3 general election with 
a presidential contest, two 
U.S. Senate seats, congres-
sional, state and local of-
fices all on the ballot.

The new absentee-bal-
lot online tools, combined 
with a push to recruit more 
poll workers and a separate 
online tool to track wait 
times in line on Election 
Day, aim to ease problems 
seen in the June 9 primaries 
when Georgians faced long 
lines and technical hiccups 
with voting machines.

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

Walker County has received a bal-
lot drop-box that will have 24-hour 
monitoring.

Danielle L. Montgomery, direc-
tor of Walker County Elections and 
Registration, said she expects the 
county’s ballot drop box should be 
installed by Friday, Oct. 16, at 5 p.m. 
at the back corner of the courthouse 
closest to the county commissioner’s 
office. The box will be situated so that 
motorists can drop off their ballots 
without getting out of their vehicles.

The drop-off site will be “very safe, 
secure and weatherproof” as the state 
requires, she said. Until the drop-
box is installed, voters are invited to 
mail in or return their ballots in per-
son to the elections office, at 103 S. 
Duke St. Room 110, LaFayette, Ga., 
30728; the elections office is on the 
ground floor of the Walker County 
Courthouse.

Roughly 43,000 Walker County 
residents were registered to vote in 
the general election as of Oct. 6, and 
the county elections office was still 
processing about 500 registrations 
completed online or with the Depart-
ment of Driver Services before the 

Oct. 5 registration deadline, Mont-
gomery said.

The number of voter registrations 
completed and absentee ballots re-
quested indicate voter participation 
will be higher in 2020 than in 2016 
when 24,526 of 32,951, or 74%, regis-
tered Walker County voters cast their 
ballots in the 2016 general election.

As of Oct. 2, the elections office 

had processed 6,613 absentee vot-
er requests and received completed 
2,097 ballots, she said. Approxi-
mately 1,000 voters voted absentee 
by mail in 2016.

Catherine Edgemon is assistant editor 

for the Walker County Messenger in 

LaFayette, Ga., and the Catoosa County 

News in Ringgold, Ga.

Absentee 
ballot 
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Danielle L. Montgomery, director of Walker County Elections and Registration, adds paper to a voting machine where 
voters are casting their ballots for the 2020 general election.
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This May 2020 photo shows a secure, monitored absentee ballot drop box for 
Floyd County voters to use instead of mailing ballots, allowing voters to drop 
off their completed ballots any time until the June primary election day. A 
similar drop-box is being installed at the corner of the Walker County Court-
house.

Brad 

Raffensperger

Walker County receiving 
ballot drop-box

From staff reports

In Walker County, the 
Nov. 3 general election 
ballot will include three 
local contested races. For 
the District 1 seat on the 
new Board of Commis-
sioners, Republican Rob-

ert Blakemore is facing off 
against Democrat Bobby 
McDonald. Mark Askew, 
a Republican, is squaring 
off against Tyrone Davis, 
a Democrat, while Re-
publican candidate Bri-
an Hart is vying against 
Democrat candidate Hakie 

Shropshire for the Board 
of Commissioners District 
2 and District 3 seats, re-
spectively.

The ballot will also in-
clude some other high-
interest contested races, 
including the presidential 
race, the crowded race to 

fill the unexpired term of 
U.S. Sen. Johnny Isakson 
and the U.S. Senate race 
between Democratic chal-
lenger Jon Ossoff and in-
cumbent Republican Sen. 
David Perdue.

What you need to know — how, when and where — to 
vote in the Nov. 3 general election in Walker County

See GRAVES, A2

See INFO, A3
See BALLOT, A2


