
Press release

Walker County Sole 
Commissioner Shannon 
Whitfield, Georgia State 
Senator Jeff Mullis 
and Robert Wardlaw, 
Chairman of the Walker 
County Development 
Authority, joined 
Scenic Land Company 
President Duane 
Horton to announce a 
new master plan and 
strategic vision for 
Lookout Mountain’s 
Canyon Ridge Resort. 
The planned project 
introduces a major 
branded, upper-
upscale/luxury 
resort, conference 
center and spa to 
Northwest Georgia 
and the Chattanooga 

MSA that will attract 
regional, national and 
international visitors.

The Walker County/
Scenic Land Company 
team has identified the 
Canyon Ridge Resort 
site as unique within 
the Southeast. No 
location offers a similar 
mountaintop, upper-
upscale/luxury resort 
experience within a 
two-hour drive of 14 
million people and 28 
Fortune 500 companies 
in the Nashville, 
Birmingham, Knoxville, 
Huntsville, Atlanta 
and Chattanooga 
markets. The resort 
will complement and 
expand the market 
for the numerous 
tourist destinations 

in Walker County and 
surrounding areas in 
Northwest Georgia, 
the northern region 
of what the State of 
Georgia has identified 
as the “Historic High 
Country.”

Over the past 

months, Scenic 
Land Company 
has been meeting 
with the Canyon 
Ridge Homeowners 
Association, the Walker 
County Development 
Authority, officials 
with the State of 

Georgia and other 
stakeholders. These 
efforts have resulted in 
overwhelming support 
and enthusiasm for the 
resort.

Plans call for the 

“Painting
For a Purpose”

celebrates
Mother’s Day.
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The Heritage 
Generals are moving 
on to the Final Four 

in Class AAAA.
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High school 
graduation 
ceremonies

Lakeview-Fort 
Oglethorpe High 

School’s graduation 
ceremony will be 

Friday, May 26, at 6 
p.m. at the University 

of Tennessee-
Chattanooga’s 

McKenzie Arena.

Ringgold High 
School’s graduation 

ceremony will be 
Friday, May 26, at 

7:30 p.m. at school’s 
football stadium.

Heritage High 
School’s graduation 

ceremony will be 
Saturday, May 27, 

at 9 a.m. at school’s 
football stadium.

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The cities of Fort 
Oglethorpe and Ringgold 
are preparing for sewage 
rate increases from 
the city of 
Chattanooga, 
which 
handles the 
treatment 
of waste 
water for 
both muni-
cipalities.

Accord-
ing to city 
manager 
Jennifer 
Payne-
Simpkins, 
the city 
of Fort 
Oglethorpe 
has had an 
agreement 
for its sewer 
water to be 
treated by 
the city of 
Chattanooga 
for the past 
20 years, 
an agreement 
that is now up for 
renewal. 

“We rely on 
Chattanooga 
to treat our 
wastewater,” 
Payne-Simpkins 
said. “Essentially, 
this new 
agreement will 
be effective for 
the next 15 years, and 
requires assessment 
of our wastewater 
collection and 
transmission system and 
flow monitoring. 

The existing 
agreement was set to 
expire May 13, with a 
draft of a new agreement 
being sent between both 
municipalities. However, 
as of Friday, May 12, 
Payne-Simpkins said 
nothing had been signed 
off on.

“We’re still waiting,” 
she explained. “We sent 
back the draft with some 
proposed amendments 
from our side, but we’re 
not expecting it to be 
finalized by the time 

the current agreement 
expires.”

During the city’s 
most recent city council 
meeting on May 8, Payne-
Simpkins and Fort 

Oglethorpe 
director 
of Public 
Utilities 
Phil Parker, 
explained 
the situation 
to the mayor 
and council.

The new 
agreement 
includes 
higher 
penalties for 
overages, 
and is 
expected 
to lead to 
higher rates 
for both 
residents 
and 
businesses.

“It will 
include a 
15-percent 
penalty on 

the city’s total 
bill if the flow 
rate from our 
system into the 
Chattanooga 
system exceeds 
186,250 gallons 
per hour at 
any given hour 
during the 
billing period,” 
Payne-Simpkins 
said. Our staff 

requested history from 
the city of Chattanooga 
and received a very 
large file that gave us 
the flow rate every 15 
minutes since 2013. We 
analyzed 32 of those 
months, and out of the 
32 months the past 
three years, 31 of those 
months had at least one 
hour exceeding a flow 
rate of 186,250 gallons 
per hour. Therefore, 
we recommend from 
a staff perspective 
increasing the base 
sewer rate that includes 
the first 2,000 gallons 
and the rate for each 

 By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

You might expect 
your county’s new 
parks and recreation 
director to know about 
sports. You probably 
assume he’s done some 
coaching, managed 
ball fields and ball 
games, knows all about 
maintaining walking 
trails, facilities and 
equipment.

Catoosa County’s 
director of Parks and 
Recreation, Travis 
Barbee, has certainly 
done all those 
things, but there’s a 
lot about him, both 
professionally and 
personally, that’s 
surprising.

Barbee grew up in 
Cartersville, Ga., and 
played soccer and 
baseball in school. 
“My mom coached my 
soccer team and my dad 
coached my brother’s 
team,” he says.

While he was 
attending college at 
Georgia Highlands, 
Barbee was asked 
to serve as assistant 
soccer coach at his 
former high school. 
That position grew into 
one as head coach.

After earning 
a degree in sports 
management from 
Kennesaw State, 
Barbee began working 
on an MBA in coaching, 
but that choice looked 
less appealing when 
he started to consider 
the travel involved in 
coaching and all the 
things it would prevent 
him from doing.

“I asked myself what 
else I felt passionate 
about,” says Barbee. 
“That turned out to be 
recreation.”

Recreation, says 
Barbee, certainly has 
a strong sports focus, 
but it’s also “whatever 
people enjoy doing. 
It’s not defined by 
sports.” Barbee’s own 
wide array of interests 
helped him understand 
this and eventually 
apply it.

During his college 
days, Barbee bought a 
few chickens. “I got to 
thinking I should make 
my hobby pay for itself, 
so I started to hatch 
chicks and sell them.”

Next on his list 
of interests came 
gardening, something 
he’d hated as a child 
when his mother put 
him and his brother to 
work weeding her own 
gardens and picking 
prickly okra. “At first, I 
bought a fruit tree, then 
another and another. 
Then I started growing 
green beans and okra 
and tomatoes.” One 
year, he says, he put in 
60 green bean plants 
and 100 cucumber 
plants for canning.

Barbee also decided 
to try out keeping 
honey bees and has 
since harvested 10-
25 quarts of honey a 
year. “I can get excited 
about my bees or things 
like getting some new 
chickens or blackberry 
plants or building a 
new feeder.”

Barbee also enjoys 
playing golf with 
his father and he 
likes fly fishing and 
backpacking.

Barbee’s first job as 
a parks and recreation 
director was with the 
tiny town of Unicoi, 
Tenn., (population: 
3500) where his ability 
to look at recreation 
from many angles 
was put to the test. 
“When I was first hired, 
townspeople said, ‘Oh, 
you’re a soccer guy. 
You’re going to make us 
play sports.’”

But Barbee says 
that’s not what the town 
was interested in, and 
he never spearheaded 
any sports programs 
during his time there. 
Instead, he says, he 
listened to what people 
wanted.

“Unicoi is a unique 
town. The people 
pride themselves on 
being different. They 
didn’t want to be like 
every other town,” says 

Barbee.
What Barbee did 

in Unicoi was develop 
and grow the annual 
festivals the people 
loved – close to 20 every 
year. “There was the 
Wayne Scott Strawberry 
Festival, named after 
a local teacher. We 
had a parade to kick 
it off, and a bicycle 
decorating contest 
for kids. We had 
Heritage Days, with 
reenactments and 
cannon fire. I added 
witch trials to that 
festival, based on the 
hex signs hanging on a 
cabin that was a center 
of events in town. Years 
ago, people would make 
the signs using blue, 
milk-based paint to 
scare off the ‘haints.’”

Other festivals 
and events Barbee 
coordinated in Unicoi 
included Old-fashioned 
Christmas at the 
Cabin, complete with 
a fire in the fireplace 
and citizens gathered 
around singing carols, 
pictures with Santa 
and a candy cane hunt; 
an annual Christmas 
parade; and the Ice 
Cream Social, during 
which the mayor milked 
a cow and local folks 
enjoyed homemade ice 
cream. Then there was 
Pickin’ on the Porch, a 
bluegrass festival, and 
Movies in the Park. A 
civic group called the 
Ruritans made apple 
butter during one 

Public Utilities 
Director Phil Parker 
addresses the Fort 

Oglethorpe City 
Council. (Catoosa 
News photo/Adam 

Cook)

Ft. Oglethorpe,
Ringgold prep
for sewage
rate increases

Jennifer 

Payne-Simpkins

Meet Travis Barbee, 
Catoosa County Parks 
and Recreation director

Travis Barbee, the new 
Catoosa County Parks 
and Recreation Director, 
is working to expand the 
options for recreation in 
the area. (Catoosa News 
photo/Tamara Wolk)

Artist’s drawing of Canyon Ridge Resort

Hotel and resort planned for Lookout Mountain
Hotel, resort and conference 
center to provide jobs and 
attract regional, national and 
international  visitors to the area
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