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Sports: Area volleyball teams ready to ace upcoming season >> B1
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New construction means new revenue for schools

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

On Monday, Sept. 2, 
Labor Day returns to Fort 
Oglethorpe, except this 
year it will be in the streets 
instead of on Barnhardt 
Circle. The public celebra-
tion will be held on Lafay-
ette Road between Enscore 
Street and Harker Road. 
Some events will be held 
inside nearby churches.

Part of the celebration, 
dubbed Labor Day in the 
Streets, will be the first 
annual Little Miss Labor 
Day festival-style pageant 
for girls ages birth to 18 
years old. Every entrant 
will receive a crown. The 
pageant will be held at 
Liberty Baptist Church, 2 
Harker Road. The dead-
line for entries is Aug. 21. 
The entry fee is $25. Visit 
facebook.com/events/ 
1132980096907190 for 
more information.

Also part of Labor Day 
in the Streets will be a 
corn hole tournament 
that will be held at Or-
chard Church, 763 Battle-
field Parkway. Individu-
als and teams can enter. 
For more information, 
visit orchardchurch.cc/
cornhole?fbclid=IwAR0
5iC370bpzVq9628jsNd
wd_3HxubRxpjRNJe23
yqu9xecce7vx7__rkNY.

There is no fee to attend 
Labor Day in the Streets. 
The event, which is being 
advertised on social media, 
by word of mouth and on 
banners and billboards, 
will include dozens of ven-
dors selling a wide variety 
of food and crafts, music, 
a cruise-in that includes 
antique tractors, children’s 
activities and more.

Ryan Ralston, pastor 
of Liberty Baptist Church 
and president of the Fort 
Oglethorpe Tourism As-
sociation, invites everyone 
from Fort Oglethorpe and 
beyond to come out and 
have fun with fellow mem-
bers of their community.

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

This past April, George Adler and 
his wife were visiting Fort Ogletho-
rpe to attend a program at the 6th 
Cavalry Museum. At the event, Adler 
got to talking to Joe Barkley, one of 
the museum’s board members, who 
led him outside to see the museum’s 
M47 Patton tank.

Adler’s interest in tanks comes from 
firsthand experience. During his time 
in the U.S. Army, from 1975 to 1978, 
he served as a loader, gunner and fi-
nally commander of an M60A1 tank. 
He was also a missile tank turret me-
chanic for M60A2s.

“The M47 wasn’t a wreck,” says 
Adler, “but it needed some love. Joe 
and I started bouncing ideas around 
and he introduced me to the 
museum’s director, Chris Mc-
Keever.”

Adler suggested to McKeever 
that he could help restore the 
tank and make it a real attrac-
tion for the museum.

“I didn’t take him too seri-
ously,” says McKeever, who has 
run the museum for 15 years. 
“We get lots of people who offer 
to help with one thing or another and 
then we never hear from them again.”

Not so with Adler. In short time, McK-
eever had a seven-page proposal for 

the restoration. And Adler was willing 
to donate his time. He estimated that 
working on the tank one full day a week, 

the project could take a few years, 
but progress is already visible.

Adler is the perfect person to 
be working on the M47 that’s on 
loan from the U.S. Army to the 
museum. In addition to being a 
tank commander and having an 
intimate knowledge of tanks, he 
has worked as a metal fabricator, 
restores “first generation” Mustangs 
and helped with the restoration of 

a B-17 bomber at the Museum of Avia-
tion at Warner Robins Air Force Base. 

From staff reports

More than 40 million 
prescription pain pills were 
supplied in Walker and Ca-
toosa counties during the 
seven years from 2006-
12, according to evidence 
in a class-action lawsuit 
against opioid manufactur-
ers and distributors play-
ing out in an Ohio federal 
district court.

About 44 million hydro-
codone and oxycodone pills 
went to pharmacies around 
the two counties, which had 
a total population of 132,698 
in the 2010 census (68,756 
in Walker and 63,942 in Ca-
toosa).

The volume of shipments 

is one reason the two coun-
ties decided in 2018 to join 
other Northwest Georgia 

jurisdictions in a lawsuit 
contending the companies 
used deceptive practices 

to fuel an epidemic of ad-
diction.

More than 2,000 lawsuits 
from around the nation have 
been consolidated under the 
Ohio case.

Walker County’s 18,574,876 
pills were enough for each 
man, woman and child to 
have 39 pills a year. The top 
three pharmacies receiving 
the shipments were Rocky 
Top Pharmacy in Rossville, 
4.9 million; Ledfords Rx Ex-
press, 3.1 million; and CVS 
in LaFayette, 2.6 million.

C a t o o s a  C o u n t y ’ s 
25,625,360 pills provided 
a yearly supply equal to 58 
pills per person. 

TANK MAKEOVER
M47 tank at 6th Cavalry Museum is getting a makeover

Millions of opioid pills flooded 
Northwest Georgia counties

Fort O 
celebrating 
‘Labor Day 
in the 
Streets’

Tamara Wolk

The M47 Patton tank at the 6th Cavalry Museum in Fort Oglethorpe is undergoing a restoration thanks to Marietta resident 
George Adler, who is donating his time to work on the tank once a week.

Contributed

According to the data, Catoosa County’s 25,625,360 pills 
provided a yearly supply equal to 58 pills per person. 

Chris 

McKeever

See TANK, A9

From staff reports

The Catoosa County Board of Ed-
ucation will meet on Wednesday, 
Aug. 21, to adopt a new — and re-

duced — property tax rate.
Under the new rate, the Board 

of Education will collect $532,465 
more in property taxes this year 
than it did in 2018.

But this doesn’t mean proper-
ty owners will see a hike in their 
taxes. The increase in collections 
is due mainly to new construction 
driving up the county’s tax digest, 
which is the value of all property in 
the county. In the past year the tax 
digest has risen 3.5%, from $1.619 
trillion to $1.676 trillion.

 ♦ The school board plans to 
collect more property taxes 
in 2019. Most of the 
increase is driven by new 
construction, meaning most 
existing property owners 
won’t see a tax hike.

“Catoosa County residents will not see 
an increase in their tax bill because 
the Board of Education is taking the 

rollback millage rate for the sixth con-
secutive year. With new construction 
and new residents in the county, the 

school system will see a slight increase 
in revenue due to more taxable properties.

School Superintendent Denia Reese

Denia 

Reese

 ♦ Still time to enter 
Little Miss Labor 
Day pageant and 
corn hole tournament

IF YOU GO ...

What: Labor Day in 
the Streets
When: Monday, Sept. 
2, from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.
Where: South end of 
Lafayette Road, Fort 
Oglethorpe
Cost: Free
More info: Visit “Labor 
Day in the Streets” 
Facebook page

44 million opioid pills shipped to Walker, Catoosa counties during 7-year period

See OPIOIDS, A3

See SCHOOLS, A9


