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‘View Through the Lens’ 
opens at Harris Art Center 
on Sunday

Gordon Life/B1

Class of 2019 Inducted: 
Calhoun-Gordon County 
Sports Hall of Fame cele-
brates six inductees with 
banquet.

Sports/C1

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Qualifying for the Calhoun Board 
of Education begins next Monday, 
but one current school board mem-
ber has already announced his plans 
to retire, while another has said he’ll 
seek reelection.

Qualifying for school board posts 
4 and 5 will run Monday, Aug. 19, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. through 
Wednesday, Aug. 21, at 4:30 p.m. 
The qualifying fee is $1, and can-
didates must fill out the qualifying 

packet and turn it in at 
City Hall during that 
time period. The gen-
eral election will be 
conducted on Tues-
day, Nov. 5.

On Monday, the 
school system an-
nounced that Tony 
Swink, the board of 
education’s longest 
tenured member, has decided to 
retire and won’t seek reelection. 
Additionally, BOE Chairman Ed-
die Reeves announced he will run 

as the incumbent for 
post 4.

Swink provided the 
following statement 
about his decision to 
retire:

“After much thought 
and prayer, I have de-
cided not to seek re-
election this year to 
the City of Calhoun 
Board of Education. I am thrilled 
to have been a small part of this 
system for 15 years; 3 ¾ terms. 
I am so thankful for the love that 

is poured out daily by our admin-
istrators, teachers and staff that 
continue to impact every student’s 
life. I have learned far more from 
these students and educators than 
I would ever dream of imparting to 
them. I am extremely thankful for 
the community’s support that has 
allowed us to upgrade our facili-
ties, making them safer and more 
conducive for learning.

“I am extremely proud of the dra-
matic improvements in graduation 

County BoE 
looking into 
vape pen,  
e-cigarette 
policies
By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

At least one student at one 
of the Gordon County high 
schools was taken by ambu-
lance to a local hospital while 

experiencing an 
illness after us-
ing a vaping de-
vice, Director of 
Student Services 
Mike Evelti told 
members of the 
Gordon County 
School Board 
during their 

monthly meeting Monday.
Evelti also said that while 

there isn’t proof of a direct cor-
relation to the growing pop-
ularity of vaping, the school 
system has seen a recent up-
tick in the number of seizure 
cases at its schools.

Currently, school officials 
have been treating vaping 
product and e-cigarettes the 
same as traditional nicotine 
products, which means zero 
tolerance. But Evelti and Su-
perintendent Kimberly Frak-
er discussed with the board 
on Monday the need to add 
vape and e-cig products to 
the rule book.

Evelti told the board that 
while traditional nicotine use is 
on the decline among school-
age children and teens, the 
use of the newer products 
are increasingly on the rise, 
and it’s hard to always know 
what exactly is being used in 
the vape products. He said 
Pickens County Schools sent 
12 students to the emergency 
room in vape-related incidents 
last year.

“It’s not just limited to high 
school and middle school stu-
dents. It’s something that has 
been seen in fifth-graders across 
the country,” he said.

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

People have asked him what he 
wants to do now that he is retiring 
from Santek Waste Services. Each 
time, it makes 98-year-old Theodore 
“Dude” Bailey laugh.

“If I wanted something to do, I’d 
keep working here. I have the best 
job in all of Gordon County,” he said.

When pressed about how he’ll spend 
his newly-acquired free time, he an-
swered simply: “I’ll probably do yard 
work and relax and go to church, and 
I’ll drive around some too.”

Bailey’s history in Gordon Coun-
ty is long and storied, but it begins 
with a tale not unfamiliar to many 
in his generation. In 1942, at the age 
of 21, the Plainville native joined 
the United States Navy to fight in 
World War II.

“They were going to draft people 
and I didn’t want to be in the Army, 
so I chose to be in the Navy. I had 
never been out of the country or seen 

the ocean,” Bailey said. “Six weeks 
after I had joined I was sent out of 
the country.”

He worked as a hot shellman aboard 
the USS Conway, a Fletcher-class 

destroyer, for nearly three years 
under the leadership of Admiral Ar-
leigh Burke. During his tour, Bailey 

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

When Rock Bridge Community 
Church first opened a campus in 
Calhoun in 2007, the congrega-
tion met at the old Piggly Wiggly 
building on Peters Street, known 
affectionately as the “Old Pig.” 
Now, the church will meet in its 
brand new community center at 
905 Curtis Parkway.

The building, which was unveiled 
publicly during a ribbon cutting 
ceremony Friday, is a whopping 
30,500 square foot structure that 
features an auditorium with seat-
ing for 750 and a student ministry 
room capable of holding up to 200 
students. There are also rooms 
for Rock Bridge’s other classes 
like RB Kids and adult services. 
In the lobby area sit two inviting 
couches, a kitchenette and coffee 

station, and several tables with 
“comfy” chairs.

Campus Pastor Carll Converse 
said he hopes that the new facil-
ity can be both a place of worship 
and ministry for members at Rock 
Bridge and a resource for the Cal-
houn community.

“All of the buildings God has 
given us to work out of are just 
simply tools for us. They are a 
ministry platform for us to use 
to reach people and be a part of 
the community,” Converse said. 
“I shared this last Wednesday, 
but this building is not our fin-
ish line. This building is just an-
other way for us to be a part of 
this community and reach the 
people who live here. We want 
this facility to be a resource the 
community can use.”

Long history in Calhoun

WWII Veteran ‘Dude’ Bailey 
retires from Santek at 98

Rock Bridge holds ribbon cutting for new facility

City BoE members talk elections

Julia McKinney

Theodore “Dude” Bailey, right, and Convenience Site Supervisor Brandon Champion pose for a photo.

Julia McKinney

Officials with Rock Bridge Community Church cut the ceremonial ribbon during 
an event to officially open the new church on Friday.
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Theodore “Dude” Bailey shows a certificate from his military service during 
World War II. The 98-year-old retires today.

See DUDE, A8
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