
From Lmjc Drug Task Force

On Thursday, April 25, agents 
with the Lookout Mountain Judicial 
Circuit Drug Task Force executed 
a search warrant at 783 Mission 
Ridge Road in Rossville.

Six people were arrested on drug 
charges and a seventh on a warrant:

♦ Montel D. Slocum for possession 
of methamphetamine with intent 
to distribute, possession of Sched-
ule II (oxycodone), possession of a 
firearm by a convicted felon, pos-
session of a firearm during a com-
mission of a crime and possession 
of marijuana (less than an ounce).

♦ Amanda R. Madris for posses-
sion of methamphetamine with 
intent to distribute, possession of 
Schedule II (oxycodone), and pos-
session of marijuana (less than an 
ounce).

♦ Jennifer H. West for possession 
of methamphetamine and posses-
sion of Schedule II (oxycodone).

♦ Rolando Rivera for possession 
of methamphetamine, possession 
of Schedule I and possession of 
marijuana (less than an ounce).

♦ Dora M. Madris for posses-
sion of methamphetamine, pos-
session of Schedule I and proba-
tion violation.

♦ Matthew R. Cabrera for pos-

session of methamphetamine.
♦ Rebecca D. Browning for pro-

bation violation.
Agents also arrested three indi-

viduals in Chattooga County dur-
ing narcotic investigations later 
in the day. At 221 McCollum St. in 

Trion, agents arrested Angela M. 
Beshers for possession of meth-
amphetamine.

At 2431 US Highway 27 in Trion, 
agents arrested Cody L. Saylor and 
Heather N. Corey, both for posses-
sion of a firearm by convicted felon.
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Staff reports

Walker County property owners 
will soon get a tax break.

Commissioner Shannon Whit-
field, on Wednesday morning, April 
24, proclaimed an end to the Pub-
lic Health Facilities and Services 
fee, the ordinance created to pay 

down the county’s debt to Erlanger 
Health System over the course 
of three years.

“We project we have col-
lected enough from the Pub-
lic Health Facilities and Ser-
vices fee over the past two 
years to meet our obliga-
tion to Erlanger at the end 
of this tax cycle,” Whitfield 
said. “This means the fee will 
not be charged on your next 
tax bill.”

Walker County will take the nec-
essary steps to formally end the fee 
in May by amending the ordinance 

that established it. Those changes 
are scheduled to be finalized 
at the May 23 commissioner 
meeting.

In 2017, a federal judge 
ordered Walker County to 
pay Erlanger $8.7 million plus 
interest and attorney’s fees to 
cover its portion of a 2011 loan 
to keep Hutcheson Medical 
Center open. Erlanger agreed 
to waive interest and attor-
ney fees, as part of a settle-

ment agreement in January 2018, 
provided Walker County made 13 
quarterly payments.

“Dealing with this debt has been a 
tough chapter in our shared journey,” 
Whitfield said. “I thank our citizens 
for the sacrifices made during this 

Walker County’s Erlanger fee to be eliminated

From Lake 
Winnepesaukah

Lake Winnie in Rossville 
opens for the season on May 
2 and is ready to offer a vari-
ety of thrills and chills in 
2019.

Receive an adrenaline rush 
on the OH-Zone!, a 14-story 
freefall guaranteed to take 
riders for an exciting descent 
in just seconds. Home to the 
world-famous Cannon Ball 
roller coaster and the spec-
tacular inversions of the Fire 
Ball, the park also hosts fam-
ily rides and attractions for 
every age.

Younger riders will giggle 
with delight on the Bumble 
Bees and the gentle Para-
chutes. Families can soar on 
the wind aboard the Wave 
Swinger or enjoy a leisurely 
countryside tour with the 
Antique Cars, or even splash-
down into the waters of Lake 
Winnie on the park’s classic 
Boat Chute ride!

Lake Winnepesaukah’s 
food concessions are filled 
with delectable treats and 
refreshing drinks. Besides 
the traditional offerings of 

From Drug Task Force

On Tuesday, April 23, agents with 
Lookout Mountain Judicial Circuit 
(LMJC) Drug Task Force executed a 
search warrant at 1224 Arnold Road 
in Rock Spring in Walker County. 
As a result of the search warrant, 
agents located methamphetamine 
for resale. Arrested were Shannon 

B. Dean for possession of metham-
phetamine with intent to distrib-
ute and possession of methamphet-
amine, and Sandra L. Wrape for 
possession of methamphetamine.

The task force then partnered with 
the Dade County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and Department of Commu-
nity Supervision for an investiga-
tion at 265 Prince Road in Trenton 
for methamphetamine distribution.

Arrested were Michael Cloud for 
possession of methamphetamine 
with intent to distribute, posses-
sion of methamphetamine, use of 
a communication device in facili-
tating a felony, and possession of 
drug-related objects, and Toni M. 
Greco for possession of metham-

phetamine and possession of drug-
related objects. Christopher P. Swaf-
ford was found to be a wanted felon 
for probation violation in Walker 
County.

Agents then conducted another 
distribution investigation at 335 
Prince Road in Trenton. Agents 
located more than five ounces of 
methamphetamine packaged for 
resale. Arrested was Chad Sims for 
trafficking methamphetamine, pos-
session of methamphetamine with 
intent to distribute, possession of 
methamphetamine, possession of 
a firearm during a commission of 
a crime, possession of a firearm by 
a convicted felon, and possession 
of drug-related objects.
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From Georgia Forestry 
Commission

Georgia’s annual ban on 
outdoor burning begins May 
1 in 54 counties, mostly in 
the northern half of the state, 
including both Walker and 
Catoosa counties.

The Georgia Environ-
mental Protection Division 
(EPD) puts the restrictions 
in place during the summer 
months, when increases in 
ground level ozone may cre-
ate health risks.

“From May 1 until Sept. 
30, open burning of yard 
and land-clearing debris is 
prohibited in some coun-
ties where particulate mat-
ter pollutants and chemicals 
from smoke are more likely 
to combine with emissions 
from vehicles and industrial 
activities,” said Frank Sor-
rells, chief of protection for 
the Georgia Forestry Com-
mission. “Our agencies 
closely monitor air quality, 
weather conditions and open 
burning for the safety of all 
Georgians.”

The 54 counties affected 
by the ban are: Banks, Bar-
row, Bartow, Bibb, Butts, 
Carroll, Catoosa, Chattooga, 
Cherokee, Clarke, Clayton, 
Cobb, Columbia, Coweta, 

LMJC Drug Task Force

Methamphetamine and a firearm seized at 335 Prince Road in Trenton.
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upcoming tax bills
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BY THE NUMBERS

According to the state of 
Georgia, the average home value 
in Walker County is $100,000. 
The elimination of the fee will 
remove $140 from the average 
homeowner’s tax bill.

Burn ban 
begins 
today
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LMJC Drug Task Force

Items seized during drug raid at 783 Mission Ridge Road in Rossville.
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