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Prep volleyball 

teams get in 

the swing of 

things as the 

season opens. 
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Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

Fall is 4 football
A 20-page prep pigskin preview 

is included with today’s edition

TSPLOST, 
or not 

TSPLOST?
Decision in November

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Depending on the 

results of an upcoming 

special election, the 

cost of every purchase 

made in Walker County 

could increase by 1 

percent in April 2018.

Walker County 

Commissioner Shannon 

Whitfield has proposed 

having a referendum 

concerning a sales 

tax — with all proceed 

dedicated to road 

works — as a special 

election’s sole item.

“This would have 

a major impact on 

getting some of our 

highly trafficked 

roads repaved,” the 

commissioner said. 

“Without passage, we 

can expect a life filled 

with potholes.”

Whitfield said he 

opposed a similar 

statewide referendum 

that was rejected 

at the polls in the 

summer of 2012, but 

says several things 

now lead him to 

support adoption of a 

TSPLOST.

That earlier 

version of a 

transportation 

special purpose 

local option sales tax 

was adopted by only 

three of the state’s 

11 transportation 

regions: Region 7/

Central Savannah 

River (August), 

Region 8/River Valley 

(Columbus) and 

Region 9/Heart of 

Georgia (Dublin).

“I was against 

it because it was a 

regional TSPLOST,” 

the commissioner 

said. “There was a 

strong opinion that 

we would be a donor 

and not see tax dollars 

improve the roads in 

Walker County.”

November’s 

referendum, if 
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By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Weather permitting, a 
once-in-a-lifetime event for 
many North Georgians can 
be observed next Monday 
afternoon.

For the first time since 
1918, a solar eclipse will 
spread across the entire 
continental United States, 
bringing nighttime darkness 
to the afternoon of Aug. 21.

Our part of the country is 
slightly south of the eclipse’s 

direct path — the sun will be 
about 98 percent obscured 
during the roughly 2 1/2 
minutes it passes overhead — 
but for about two hours before 
and after totality, you can 
expect the unexpected.

“It’ll fool the nocturnal 
animals,” said John Hart, 
director of Walker County 
Schools’ James A. Smith 
Planetarium.

Hart said this is 
particularly true for colonies 
of bats that, thinking it night 

has come, might swarm from 
their nesting areas. Roosters 
might crow, birds may go to 
nests and nighttime hunters 
— raccoons, skunks, foxes — 
could be on the prowl.

Across the country, the 
staff at zoos and aquariums 
will observe and record how 
their charges react to the 
unusual time of shifting from 
daylight to darkness and back 
again.

Not only will the 
sounds change, the loss 

of solar radiation will 
cause a noticeable drop in 
temperature accompanied by 
breezes.

And humans everywhere 
seem fascinated by the 
phenomenon. Schools in 
Walker and Catoosa counties 
are extending the school day 
30 minutes — the eclipse will 
pass over Northwest Georgia 
at about the same time classes 
are normally dismissed — and 

Aug. 21: The day the light goes out 

in Georgia...and across the USA

By Jenni Bergal
Stateline, an initiative of The Pew Charitable 

Trusts

The moon will block out 
the sun, and day will plunge 
into night. Birds will stop 
singing, crickets will start 
chirping, and many people 
will gasp, weep, or even 
howl when they see the sun’s 
corona shimmering in the 
darkened sky.

And some drivers, 
inevitably, will stop in the 
middle of the road to take a 
selfie.

The Aug. 21 total eclipse 
will cut directly across 14 
states, from Oregon to South 
Carolina. About 200 million 
people live within a day’s 
drive of the “path of totality,” 
and millions are expected 
to flock there for the event. 
Every other state, including 
Alaska and Hawaii, will see a 

partial eclipse.
Transportation officials 

are worried not only about 
massive traffic jams but 
potential crashes that could 

result from drivers focusing 
on the skies, not the road.

Officials across the 
country say they’re doing all 
they can to put out the word 

to eclipse-watchers, using 
press releases, videos, public 
appearances and social 
media. But in the end, they 
caution, it’s up to locals and 
visitors to follow common 
sense rules to stay safe.

“Don’t stand on the 
interstate. Don’t pull your 
car over. Don’t take a selfie 
from a bridge,” said Doug 
Hecox, a Federal Highway 
Administration spokesman. 
“The risk of driver distraction 
from this once-in-a lifetime 
event has never been greater. 
We don’t want anyone to have 
an ‘eclipse in judgment.’ “

Lloyd Brown, spokesman 
for the American Association 
of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials, 
agreed that “an eclipse is 
clearly a transportation issue. 
We’re concerned that people 

Once-in-a-lifetime road hazards due 
to total solar eclipse are a possibility

Walk County Commissioner’s Office press release

Walker County Sole Commissioner Shannon Whitfield plans 
three public hearings this month to provide citizens with a better 
overview of the county’s fiscal 2018 budget, as well as an outline of 
how the county intends to address its massive debt.

The proposed fiscal 2018 budget includes a property tax 
increase of 2.00 mills in the unincorporated locations of the 
county and 2.189 in the incorporated areas.

The proposed annual tax increase on a home with a fair 
market value of $100,000 would be $76 in the unincorporated 
locations and $83.18 in the incorporated areas. That works out to 
be less than $7 a month, which is about the amount of a combo 
meal at a fast-food restaurant, popcorn at the movies or some 
bottled waters and coffees.

“We have a very high level of debt compared to our revenue 
stream, and our most recent audit shows we also have a negative 
fund balance of $7.5 million,” said Commissioner Whitfield. “If 

we don’t change course, it will take us decades to pay off these 
obligations, burdening our children and grandchildren with the 
missteps of the past.”

Hearings will take place on the following dates/times and 
locations:

� Thursday, Aug. 17, at 6:30 p.m. – LaFayette-Walker County 
Public Library (305 S Duke St.)

� Saturday, Aug. 19, at 10 a.m. - Walker County Civic Center 
(10052 U.S. Highway 27, Rock Spring)

� Thursday, Aug. 24, at 6:30 p.m. - Walker County 
Commissioner’s Office (101 S Duke St.)

The Commissioner scheduled the Saturday, Aug. 19, hearing to 
encourage more citizens to attend and ask questions.

“The Saturday hearing will include a presentation on the 
recent audit and how it affects the county, along with an overview 
of each department’s budget,” Whitfield said.

The millage rate will be set during the Aug. 24 meeting.

Tax rate increase hearings

Emmalyn Johnson, 3, tries on “eclipse glasses” at a library in 

North Carolina. Millions are expected to travel to view the eclipse 

that will cut across 14 states. Officials are concerned about 

traffic jams and potential crashes. © The Associated Press
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