
Wings & Wheels Day Fly In and Car Show!
Saturday, May 11, 2019

Tom B. David Airport
1957 Hwy. 41 South • Calhoun, GA 30701 • 706.602.8000

Warbird Aircraft Rides Available for an additional fee!

Flying and

Crusing Fun!

Car show is sponsored by Cup of Life Worship Center Redeemed Youth Group

Donations Appreciated, Requested Amounts: 
$5 Adults, $1 Child, $10 Max Per Vehicle

Come out and 

Enjoy a day 

of fun flying! 

Static Displays 

and lots more!

-MOHAWK PRESENTS-
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Covering Calhoun, Fairmount, Ranger, Oakman, Plainville, Sugar Valley, Resaca and the unincorporated areas of Gordon County since 1870

Saturday, May 4, 2019 Volume 150, No. 36

www.calhountimes.com

facebook.com/calhountimes

@calhountimes

Index
Calendar .............................A9

Classifieds ..........................B4

Obituaries ...........................A3

Opinion ...............................A4

Police ..................................A6

Sports .................................B1

75¢
©2019
Times-

Journal Inc.

Young 
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Inside

A Calhoun-based online mar-
keting business is serving 
clients both internationally 
and nearby. More on A5.

K9 Bram retires from serv-
ing with CPD. More on A6.

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Spence r  Lah r  a t  SLah r@

CalhounTimes.com. Please keep 

photos in their original format and do 

not alter them. Also, be sure to in-

clude the name of the student, their 

grade and the school they attend.

US 41 resurfacing soon

From staff reports

The resurfacing of a more than 2-mile stretch 
of South Wall Street could start soon, according 
to the Georgia Department of Transportation.

The announcement comes after a $1.16 million 
construction contract was awarded to Calhoun-
based Northwest Georgia Paving Inc. for the proj-
ect on April 5. The project includes 2.25 miles of 
milling, inlay and plant mix resurfacing on South 
Wall Street, beginning south of Erwin Street and 
extending to East Line Street. This  project is sched-
uled to be completed by the end of February 2020.

“This project and others like it in northwest 
Georgia add up to these two things – better 
mobility and better quality of life for all our res-
idents,” said Grant Waldrop, district engineer 
at the Georgia DOT office in White.

The contract award to the local company was one 
of 29 approved by GDOT for statewide transpor-
tation projects totaling $89,369,686. The projects 
included in the award were advertised on Feb. 22, 
bids were received on March 22 and contracts were 
awarded to the lowest qualified bidders on April 5.

Information on construction and lane clo-
sure schedules on this project will be released 
before work begins.

The public is urged to “know before you go.” 
For real-time information on active construc-
tion, incidents and more, call 511 or visit 511ga.
org before you get into your car.

 ♦ South Wall Street, from Line Street 
to Erwin Street, is expected to be 
finished by early next year. 

Mohawk  
to convert 
Lyerly plant 
to yarn 
warehouse

 ♦ The company is seeking 
to transition employees 
to other locations.

From staff reports

Mohawk Industries today 
announced that tufting oper-
ations at its Lyerly manufac-
turing plant will be shifted to 
other locations, and the Lyerly 
location will be converted to a 
yarn storage facility, according 
to a press release. The plant will 
cease manufacturing opera-
tions on June 30.

Mohawk’s Lyerly site pres-
ently employs 250 people.

Some employees will remain 
to support warehousing oper-
ations, and the company will 
offer employment alternatives 
at nearby Mohawk facilities to 
as many people as possible. Job 
opportunities are available at the 
company’s Summerville plant, 
where ongoing investments are 
expanding fiber production.

“The toughest decisions in our 
business are those that involve 
people’s jobs, particularly in 
communities where we have 
established long and impor-
tant relationships,” said Michel 
Vermette, Mohawk’s president 
of residential carpet, in a press 
release. “Like most businesses 
with a large operational foot-
print, we continuously assess 
how to best manufacture our 
products, which is resulting in 
this plant consolidation.”

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Anyone traveling through 
downtown Calhoun this 
week has likely noticed that 
a few railroad crossings are 
blocked off and CSX employ-
ees are hard at work on and 
surrounding tracks.

Groups of crossties were 
dropped off along the rail 
line over the past couple 
of weeks, and on Mon-
day, CSX started work-
ing on repairing rail lines 
that cross through Gordon 
County, particularly those 
in Calhoun.

The company is conduct-
ing maintenance work on 
the rail line going through 
Calhoun, working with the 
city of Calhoun and Gor-
don County Public Works 
departments to close roads 
and keep the public safe, 
according to a CSX. They 

are replacing crossties and 
repaving asphalt where the 
tracks intersect with the 
road.

“They are working with 
Norfolk Southern Corpo-
ration and are providing 
the city government with 
daily reports on the differ-
ent projects they’re working 
on,” Gordon County Pub-
lic Works Director Steve 
Parris said.

According to a statement 
released by CSX, the repav-
ing of each crossing takes 
three to five days depend-
ing on the weather and 

other unexpected disrup-
tions. CSX will be repairing 
the crossties and repaving 
at railroad crossings along 
Oothcalooga Street, West 
Line Street, Fain Street, 
Mauldin Road, Hender-
son Bend Road, Craigstown 
Road and five private cross-
ings.

“We appreciate the pub-
lic’s patience while we com-
plete this work,” the CSX 
statement said, “which is 
critical to ensuring the safety 
of motorists using these 
crossings and a safe, reli-
able freight rail network.”

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

In a Calhoun High School science class-
room is a demonstration of a periodic table. 
But this one isn’t a poster on a wall or a 
picture in a text book – it’s a portable 3-D 
chart with black lights and examples of 
what each element creates.

This chart was made by Eagle Scout Pat-

rick Gilreath as part of a leadership proj-
ect he had to complete in order to gain the 
highest rank a Scout can earn. And while 
other scouts were creating picnic tables for 
parks or cleaning grave sites, Gilreath, of 
Boy Scout Troop 22, was circuiting, con-
structing and connecting his project to sci-
ence, his favorite subject in school.

“When I was in middle school, I saw the 
wall-sized periodic table of the elements 
at the Tellus Science Museum and knew 
I wanted to build something like that for 
my Eagle project,” Gilreath said.

CSX, Norfolk repair crossings

Scout creates giant periodic table

Alexis Draut

CSX and Norfolk Southern are both working on updating the railroad tracks that come through downtown Calhoun, 
according to Gordon County Public Works Director Steve Parris.

 ♦ Railroad crossties 
are replaced and 
asphalt repaved at 
railroad crossings 
throughout Calhoun.

 ♦ As his final Eagle project, a 
senior builds a tool for learning the 
elements, donating it to CHS.

Alexis Draut

Calhoun High School senior Patrick Gilreath stands by his 
Eagle Scout project, a giant periodic table of elements, which 
was created to help students excel at chemistry.

See MOHAWK, A8

See CHEMISTRY, A8

Georgia Department of Transportation 

U.S. 41 (South Wall Street) in Calhoun will be re-
surfaced from Line Street to Erwin Street.


