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WE’RE HIRING!
We are looking for Press Brake & Laser Operators, 

Welders, and General Labor. 

COME GROW WITH US! 

Apply online 

metalworkingsolutions.com/careers/ 

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

Steven Henry has 

been chairman of the 

Catoosa County Board 

of Commissioners for 

four months now.

What Henry loves 

about his job is the 

chance to serve his 

fellow citizens by 

helping to improve 

their opportunities. 

“One of our big issues is 

jobs,” he says. “Catoosa 

County is a wonderful 

place to live. People 

sleep here, play here, 

go to school here, but 

too many of them go to 

work in Chattanooga or 

Dalton.”

“You must make 

yourself attractive to 

potential industries,” 

says Henry. “Today, 

before they even 

contact us, industries 

have thoroughly 

researched the county 

online. They’ve 

looked at our housing 

situation, the median 

income of residents, the 

education available in 

the area, recreation, 

shopping, everything. 

Catoosa County has a 

lot going for it, a lot of 

growth potential, not 

only to draw in bigger 

employers, but for 

small businesses. We 

need to take advantage 

of that, add to it and 

make it known.”

It can be a 

challenge. Take the 

acquisition of land, for 

instance, says Henry. 

“In the past, there have 

been times the county 

has needed to buy a 

piece of property to 

help attract an industry, 

but the price people 

set for the government 

can be ten times 

higher than the same 

land would go for to a 

private buyer.”

Henry says the 

reason industries 

prefer to buy land 

from the government 

is because they feel 

they’ll get a fairer 

deal. “When people 

realize a business 

wants property, they 

start to think they can 

make a killing on it. 

Government will sell 

to an industry at cost 

in order to bring in 

jobs, but if we can’t get 

the land at fair market 

value, we can’t attract 

the businesses that 

will create growth in 

the county. It would be 

irre-sponsible of us to 

pay inflated prices for 

property, and we’d lose 

money – 

taxpayer 

money – 

selling it 

at a fair 

price to a 

business.”

Henry 

is a 

business 

owner 

himself – 

founder 

and 

owner of 

SMH Construction. 

“I understand doing 

business from the 

private sector vantage 

point and now I’m 

learning more about it 

from the government 

side. My business 

experience is helping 

me better relate to both 

sides.”

In another effort 

to attract the industry 

that will help provide 

jobs, Henry says he has 

asked the Zoning Board 

to take a look at the 

Unified Development 

Code. “I want to see 

if we can simplify our 

development code 

for the businesses 

already in the county 

and for new ones that 

might locate here. 

Everything we can do to 

make living and doing 

business in Catoosa 

County more friendly 

and simple benefits 

every person who lives 

here.”

Open and honest 

govern-ment is at the 

top of Henry’s list. “I 

believe in trans-parent 

govern-ment. There 

are a few 

things that 

should be 

dealt with 

behind 

closed 

doors, but 

not much. 

I think 

we’re 

doing 

a very 

good job 

of being 

transparent, but it’s 

something we should 

also always pay 

attention to.”

Henry says that the 

recession around ten 

years ago took its toll 

on his construction 

business. It was during 

this time that he gave 

some deeper thought 

to his life. “It was hard, 

but I wouldn’t change 

a thing about it if I had 

it to do over. It gave 

me the opportunity to 

refocus.”

It was during this 

time that Henry became 

a Christian. Today, he 

and his wife, Kristain, 

are deeply involved 

with their church, 

New Liberty Baptist of 

Graysville. “I believe 

in supporting young 

people. They really are 

our future. I work with 

the youth at our church. 

Every Wednesday night, 

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

Following a two-
month closure for 
construction, Chapman 
Road off U.S. 41 in 
Ringgold reopened to 
traffic last week.

The road, located 
between Sonic and 
Spencer B’s BBQ, has 
been a traffic trouble 
spot for years. The 
road would become 
a flooding hazard to 

motorists when heavy 
rains hit the area, 
forcing residents in 
the Callaway Farms 
neighborhood to use an 
alternate route going to 
and from home.

The flooding has also 
at times created water 
issues along the portion 
of U.S. Highway 41 in 
front of Chapman Road.

City officials have 

The work on Chapman Road consisted of adding 

box culverts under the street and raising to roadway 

approximately two feet to help with stormwater 

looding issues. (Contributed photo/city of Ringgold)

Following a two-month closure, Chapman Road 

next to Sonic off U.S. 41 in Ringgold oficially 

reopened on Friday, April 14. (Contributed photo/

city of Ringgold)

Steven Henry, who became chairman of the 

Catoosa County Board of Commissioners this year, 

says he has high hopes for the future of the county. 

(Catoosa News photo/Tamara Wolk)

Board of Commissioners’ new

chairman shares his thoughts

Meet Steven Henry

Chapman Road in 

Ringgold reopens following 

stormwater construction

“I understand doing 

business from the 

private sector van-

tage point and now 

I’m learning more 

about it from the 

government side. My 

business experience 

is helping me better 

relate to both sides.”
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