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Cedartown First United 
Methodist Church invites 
the community to come 
out and participate on 
Wednesday, Nov. 28 
in their Hanging of the 
Greens starting at 7 p.m., 
to be preceded by a Chili 
Cook-off at 6 p.m. The 
church encourages all 
who want to participate to 
come enjoy the Christmas 
season with them with 
their opening event of 
the season. They’ll also 
hold a Christmas Concert 
featuring the church choir 
on Dec. 9 at 11 a.m., their 
annual Blue Christmas 
service on Dec. 23 at 
11 a.m., Christmas Eve 
services at 6 and 11 p.m. 
on Dec. 24, and much 
more through the holiday 
season. Contact the 
church at 770-748-4731 
for more information, or 
visit cedartownfumc.org. 
The church is located at 
the corner of Wissahickon 
Ave. and North College 
Street in Cedartown. 

T h e  R o c k m a r t 
American Legion Post 12 
is beginning collections 
for the 74th annual Empty 
Stocking Fund drive. 
Legion and Auxiliary 
members will be out at 
local businesses collecting 
for this worthy cause in 
the coming weeks, and 
Post 12 is accepting 
applications starting 
last Saturday, Nov. 17 
through Tuesday, Nov. 
27 for needy families in 
the Rockmart-Aragon 
area. Children ages 2-10 
are expected to be served. 
Applications are available 
at Post 12, the Rockmart 
library or Eastside or Van 
Wert Elementary Schools. 

See CALENDAR, A12

Staff reports

Accuracy testing was set to be 
completed on Monday morning after 
press time by the Polk County Board 
of Elections for another round of 
voting as run-off elections are set 
for Tuesday, December 4. 

Ballots are being cast soon 
in a forthcoming race between 
Republican Brad Raffensperger 

and Democrat John Barrow in 
the continued race on who will 
in 2019 be the new Secretary of 
State for Georgia after Brian Kemp 
resigned earlier in the month to 
start the transition to being the 
new Governor. 

That came only after court 
wrangling from Democratic 
candidate Stacey Abrams over 
ballots in Gwinnett County, and a 

concession before the Thanksgiving 
holiday. Now interim Secretary of 
State Robyn Crittenden holds the 
job, and she’ll remain through the 
end of the year after the election 
decides who takes over the position. 

G e o r g i a  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e 
Commission’s District 3 race also 
was close, with no candidates 
getting 50 percent plus one to win. 
Incumbent Republican Chuck Eaton 

will face Democratic challenger 
Lindy Miller in the Dec. 4 race as 
well. 

No local questions are on this 
ballot, and those who want to return to 
vote will need to contact the Polk County 
Board of Elections for more starting on 
Monday at 770-749-2103 to learn more 
about voting in the forthcoming race. 

Staff reports

This weekend will be a big one of 
events in Polk County, with trees 
trimmed and carols to be sung, gifts 
still to be bought and so much more 
going on that it can keep one’s head 
spinning with all the action afoot. 

Starting this Friday and continuing 
through the next couple of weeks, the 
holidays will officially be ushered 
in across Cedartown and Rockmart 
and Santa Claus even has some visits 
planned for the near future. 

So young ones who haven’t 
completed their wish lists to Ol’ Saint 
Nick and sent them into the Standard 
Journal, don’t forget the deadline 
is this coming Monday, Dec. 3 to 
get them postmarked and off to be 
published in the paper. Don’t miss 
the chance to get the word to Santa 
when he gets his copy of the print 
edition at the North Pole.

In the meantime, get mom and 
dad to head to downtown Cedartown 
this Friday night for the start of the 
Christmas season. 

Cedartown’s Christmas Open House 
is set to begin on Nov. 30, with various 
seasonal festivities set to last until 
8 p.m. at the park on the corner of 
Main and Ware Street.

The Christmas tree lighting is 
slated for 6:30 p.m., Lime Branch 
Baptist Church will be performing the 
Nativity Scene live from 6 through 
8 p.m., and First United Methodist 
Church and the Lime Branch Baptist 
Church choirs will be performing 
hymns at 6 p.m.

The various retail stores and 
eateries of downtown Cedartown 
plan to extend their hours to 8 
p.m. during the events, and certain 
open house events will continue on 
Saturday, December 1 during normal 
business hours and Sunday Dec. 2 
from 1 through 5 p.m.

Cedartown’s Performing Arts 
Center is also hosting “Elf Jr. The 
Musical” this weekend starting with a 
Friday evening performance starting 
after the Christmas tree lighting at 
7 p.m., and an encore this Saturday 
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$10 in advance and $12 at the door. 

Also planned this weekend in 
Rockmart is another big event for 
the holiday season, one filled with the 
music of love for the holiday season 
and the savior of the world. 

“O Holy Night” is the theme for 
a lot of things in Rockmart this 

year, starting with the Rockmart 
Community Chorus’ Annual 
Christmas Concert. 

It’s coming up on Saturday night, 
Dec. 1 at The Rockmart Theatre 
starting at 7 p.m., and with an encore 
matinee being held this Sunday, Dec. 
2 at 2 p.m. 

“O Holy Night” is also the theme 

for the Rockmart Cultural Arts 
Center Gallery exhibit through 
December 22 featuring Susan Waters’ 
life size Nativity sculptures, still on 
display at the gallery located in the 
Rockmart City Hall complex on 
Piedmont Avenue. 

Holiday fun coming 
this weekend

Parades planned for Dec. 6 in Cedartown, Dec. 7 in Rockmart

New options 
for small 
business 

health care 
coming

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.
net

One of the biggest problems 
a small business owner can 
face is the cost of covering 
themselves and employees 
with health insurance. 

Large companies and local 
governments have some ability 
with the help of businesses 
like ShawHankins to bring 
those costs down, but in the 
case of an employer who might 
only have ten people on staff 
or less, that negotiating power 
is lessened since they aren’t 
spending large amounts for 
premiums annually. 

Now there’s a new option 
for small businesses who are 
looking for affordable health 
care options with the same 
coverage level offered to larger 
organizations. 

Third rabies 
case confirmed 

in Polk

Staff reports

The news came in just before 
the Thanksgiving holidays, and 
this time those in the western 
edge of Cedartown should be 
on alert about the potential for 
the disease cause harm to their 
pets or loved ones. 

Polk County’s third confirmed 
animal-rabies case this year, a 
raccoon, had public health offi-
cials last week cautioning resi-
dents once again the potential 
dangers of the virus.

The department urges pet 
owners to make sure their furry 
friends are vaccinated against 
rabies, and additionally warn 
residents in the densely popu-
lated downtown area around 
E. Girard Avenue, North Main 
Street, and in the suburban 
residential area around Prior 
Station Road, where the cases 
have been found to be espe-
cially observant and cautious.

“You can´t tell if an animal 
has rabies by just looking at it. 
A clue, though, is if the animal 
is acting strangely, says the 
Polk County Health Depart-
ment’s Environmental Health 
Manager Kathy Couey-Miller. 
“The best thing to do is to never 
feed or approach a wild animal. 
Be careful of pets that you do 
not know. If you see a stray 
dog or cat, don´t pet it, and if 
any animal is acting strangely, 
call your local animal control 
officer for help.”

 ♦  Chamber hosting 
ShawHankins to provide 
information about new 
Blue Cross-Blue Shield, 
Georgia Chamber of 
Commerce

 ♦  Residents should 
take precautions to 
prevent the potentially 
deadly disease
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Runoff coming soon for state seats

Craftsy House hosted a Grinch-themed, holiday-inspired painting party over the weekend for Small Business Saturday 
in Cedartown, joining other businesses who opened for the day to celebrate buying and creating local products. 
Craftsy House is taking part in this weekend’s Downtown Holiday Open House in Cedartown as well, and plans to 
have a special visitor on hand. / Kevin Myrick 

Above: Workers for the City of 
Rockmart spent hours putting 
up the Christmas tree in front 
of the Rockmart History Muse-
um on Thursday, Nov. 15 well 
ahead of the annual Christmas 
tree lighting taking place at the 
end of the annual parade down 
Marble Street happening on Fri-
day, Dec. 7. Left: Cedarstream 
were the first have their tree 
trimmed for the holiday decorat-
ing contest taking place in Ced-
artown for the month of Decem-
ber. Participants must have 
their trees out in designated 
spots and entry forms complet-
ed by Nov. 30. / Kevin Myrick 


