
Walker schools 
start Aug. 13: Op-
tions, require-
ments, digital en-
rollment open until 
July 30

Chickamauga 
City Schools to be-
gin Aug. 12, digital 
learning sign-up 
ends July 29
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Local volleyball 
set for play this 
season
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ELECT 
ROBERT STULTZ District 4 Commissioner

# 1 Primary 
Vote Winner

RUNOFF - AUGUST 11TH

Endorsed by Alan Slaven, Mike Nowlin Primary Candidates

Robert Blakemore District 1 
Primary Winner

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

Civil War veterans lobbied to create the Chick-
amauga and Chattanooga National Military Park 
to heal divisions to reunite the country and to 
preserve the location so that future generations 
could see where that history happened.

Veterans of both armies attended a reunion bar-
becue at Crawfish Springs, present-day Chicka-
mauga, in 1889. Twelve thousand people attend-
ed the event, leading to the charter to establish 
Chickamauga battlefield as a park. The nation 
established the Chickamauga and Chattanooga 
National Military Park, the first U.S. national 
military park, in 1890 and dedicated it in 1895.

“Our interpretive rangers for many years have 
been doing an excellent job providing multiple per-
spectives,” including slaves, ex-slaves, women and 
others, Park Superintendent Brad Bennett said.

Military park interprets Civil War history

From LaFayette 
Presbyterian Church 
Pastor Clay Gunter

LaFayette Presbyterian 
Church’s Bird Box minis-
try is an important aspect 
of the life of the church. 
During this time of pan-
demic the ministry has 
continued and flourished 
thanks to the support of 
the congregation, commu-
nity, and especially those 
on the Session. The bird 
box is a small food pan-
try located in the Memo-
rial Park across Withers 
Street from the church at 
107 N. Main St. The food 
is available to anyone in 
the community; no ques-
tions asked, just pick it up.

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

As protesters across the nation 
calling for racial justice topple 
statues and deface monu-
ments or urge their remov-
al, how will Walker County 
balance acknowledging its 
Civil War past and honor-
ing contributions by his-
toric figures who did not 
always live up to Ameri-
ca’s ideals with respecting 
all cultures and healing 
wounds of what protest-
ers call ongoing systemic 
racism and discrimination?

The September 1863 Battle of 
Chickamauga was the second costli-
est battle of the Civil War, resulting 
in nearly 35,000 total casualties. 
Capturing nearby Chattanooga, 
the railroad hub of the South, 
was so essential for Union victory 
that battles were fought there in 
June 1862 and August 1863 be-
fore the Chattanooga Campaigns 
in November 1863 wrested control 
from Confederate forces; smaller 
battles were fought in the area, 
including the Battle Above the 
Clouds on Lookout Mountain, and 
as Union troops marched towards 
Atlanta. The Great Locomotive 
Chase ended just north of Ring-

gold when Confederates caught up 
to the General, a locomotive sto-
len by Union volunteers as part of 
a plan to do as much damage as 
possible to Western and Atlantic 

Railroad (W&A) line from At-
lanta to Chattanooga as they 
went; the raiders abandoned 
the locomotive when it ran 
out of water and wood.

Chickamauga is home to 
America’s first national mili-
tary park, Chickamauga and 
Chattanooga National Mili-
tary Park.

“I don’t feel like my Confed-
erate ancestor was a traitor,” 

said John Culpepper, Chickamau-
ga’s previous city manager. Cul-
pepper is chairman of the state’s 
Civil War Commission, a Civil 
War reenactor and founder of the 
Private John Ingraham Camp of 
the Sons of Confederate Veterans.

Culpepper said he calls monu-
ments like the ones at the center 
of the national controversy “me-
morials” because they are dedicat-
ed to men who died in war. Many 
Confederate soldiers were buried 
in unmarked or mass graves, and 
the United Daughters of the Con-
federacy commissioned many of 
the monuments erected 50 years 

Church 
seeking 
donations

From Blood 
Assurance

Local nonprofit blood 
center Blood Assurance 
will continue to offer free 
testing for COVID-19 an-
tibodies to blood donors 
through September.

Blood Assurance also 
currently needs O-positive, 
O-negative, B-negative, A-
positive and AB-negative 
red cell donors, as well 
as platelet donors. They 
are encouraging members 
of the community to give 
blood to help local pa-
tients in need.

“We are happy we can 
continue offering antibody 
testing to all area donors 
in order to help collect 
information about expo-
sure to coronavirus in our 
area,” said Dr. Liz Culler, 
medical director at Blood 
Assurance. “If you believe 
you had COVID-19 and did 
not get tested, we invite 
you to donate blood and 
be tested for the antibod-
ies with Blood Assurance.

“Much is still unknown 
about the antibodies to 
coronavirus, and we are 
glad we are able to con-
tribute information to the 
medical community,” she 
said.

Donors need to be aware 
this is not a diagnostic test 
for COVID-19 infection, 
and if they believe they 
may be currently infect-
ed, they are asked not to 
give blood and instead to 
consider visiting a health-
care provider.

It is possible for this 
test to provide a falsely 
negative or falsely positive 
result and not all people 
make antibodies when ex-
posed to COVID-19. What 
a positive test indicates is 
that the donor may cur-
rently have or previously 
had COVID-19 and have 
developed antibodies to 
the virus.

Blood Assurance also 
encourages those who re-
ceive a positive test to con-

Blood center 
continuing 
free antibody 
testing until 
September

Tamara Wolk

A wounded soldier is depicted as part of the 2nd Min-
nesota monument on Snodgrass Hill in the Chickam-
auga Battlefield.

Monumental history
What place do Civil War memorials 
have in the present and the future? 

Catherine Edgemon

A statue of Jerome Henderson repre-
sents the common Confederate sol-
dier. An image from a surviving tintype 
of Henderson was used to create the 
statue, which sits on the grounds of 
the Gordon Lee Mansion in Chickam-
auga. Henderson was captured at Fort 
Donelson and died in the Camp Doug-
las prison-of-war camp near Chicago.

John 
Culpepper

Chattooga 
Academy, 
also known 
as John B. 
Gordon 
Hall, and 
the 
Confeder-
ate 
Monument 
are on 
North Main 
Street in 
LaFayette.

♦
Lem Arnold, 

Walker County 

Historical Society 

photographer
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