
© 2019 Times-Journal Inc.

Local gas prices

Cedartown

$2.31
Rockmart

$2.43

770-748-1520

NEWS/SPORTS
KMyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

CLASSIFIEDS
BEasterwood@polkstandardjournal.com

LEGAL ADS
SJLegals@polkstandardjournal.com

ADVERTISING
SHouston@polkstandardjournal.com

www.polkstandardjournal.com

INDEX
A4 Commentary

A7  Obituaries

A10 Lifestyle

A10 Events Calendar

A12 Entertainment

B1 Sports

The Polk County

A Combined edition of the Cedartown Standard and the Rockmart Journal

PROGRESSIVELY MEETING THE NEEDS OF POLK COUNTY SINCE 1869

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 �����������������������  CEDARTOWN ♦ ROCKMART ♦ ARAGON  ��������������������   Volume 150 ♦ Number 50 ♦ 75¢

Standard Journal

Contact:

Area Calendar 

of Events

Come enjoy the story 
of the birth of Jesus for 
the Rockmart Presby-
terian Church’s annual 
Live Nativity Christmas 
Pageant being held on 
on Saturday, December 
14 and Sunday, Dec. 15 
at 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
each night outside the 
church. The church is 
located at 306 S. Marble 
St., Rockmart.

Commander Pinkard 
of the American Legion 
Brown-Wright Post 12 
in Rockmart is getting 
ready for their 75th annu-
al Empty Stockings Fund 
drive. Legion members 
and auxiliary will be at 
local businesses collect-
ing for the cause in the 
coming weeks. Addition-
ally, they will be accept-
ing applications from now 
and through December 
3 for needy families in 
the Rockmart-Aragon 
area. Children from ages 
2 through 10 are expected 
to be served. Applications 
can be picked up at Post 
12, the Rockmart library 
or the local elementa-
ry schools. Donations 
of gifts from the public 
are being collected at the 
Walmart and Triangle in 
Rockmart on Dec. 14 be-
fore the holiday season.

Celebrate Recovery 
meets every Monday 
night at the First Bap-
tist Church of Rockmart 
starting with dinner at 
6 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. Large 
Group at 7 p.m. and Small 
Share Group at 8 p.m.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

Something as simple as stopping to 
provide roadside aid was reason enough 
to showcase a local resident in the inau-
gural Citizen of the Year award ceremony.

The new award — a concept brought 
to the Polk County Commission by Polk 
County Police Officer Andy Anderson 
— was given out during the December 
work session of the board to local resi-
dent Ashly Ray.

Commission Chair Jennifer Hulsey 
explained that Ray was selected for the 
award for not only helping out in Polk 
County, but more specifically helping 
out a county employee. She found an 
employee with a flat tire on the side of 
Highway 27 north of Cedartown and de-
cided to stop and help.

“She attacked it and tried everything 

she could to get the tire off,” Hulsey said.
Hulsey added the employee didn’t 

want to be named, but also provided 
their thanks for the efforts to help.

The County provided Ray with a plaque 
for the inaugural award, and Great Clips 
of Rockmart also acted as a sponsor and 
chipped in a $100 Amazon gift card. Ray 
thanked all for the gift and the honor.

“What you did to help was remark-
able,” Commissioner Gary Martin said 
during the December work session pre-
sentation. “The Citizen of the Year is 
meant to award someone for helping 
the county or a county employee, and 
do good deeds. That was a good deed.”

Nominations are opening up in January 
for the 2020 Citizen of the Year Award, 
to be due by October. Those who want to 
forward names for consideration should 
contact Anderson at the Polk County Po-
lice Department at 770-748-7331.

County announces inaugural Citizen of the Year

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

A new radio communication sys-
tem for public safety is moving along 
to the next step in the process and will 
likely commit the Polk County Com-
mission to a special called session lat-
er this month as they firm up sites for 
new radio towers across the county.

Unanimous votes from commis-
sioners passed six different agree-
ments for the new APCO (Association 
of Public-Safety Communications Of-
ficials) standard P25 mission critical 
public safety communications system.

Three tower sites agreements were 
approved by the board for local use, 
plus an agreement with Bartow Coun-
ty to setup a repeater tower site that’ll 
connect with the Cobb County radio 
system core as part of a larger region-
al network.

Commissioners also approved the 
agreement with Cobb County to be-
come part of the core. It comes at no 
cost to the county for that part of the 
network.

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

Downtown Rockmart saw a flur-
ry of snow and a visit from Santa 
thanks to the annual Rockmart 
Christmas Parade making its way 
through town. Citizens lined the 
streets as both new and classic 
floats passed by, and while there 
were dozens gathered around him, 
Santa made time for any and all.

Locals knew the parade had 
reached them once Rockmart 
Mayor Stephen Miller zipped by, 
and the various other floats fol-
lowed close behind. Groups such 
as Boy Scout Troop 17, the bands 
of Rockmart and Cedartown High 
School, Chick-Fil-A of Rockmart, 
Polk County 4-H, the Rotary Club, 
Bojangle’s, Calvary Baptist Church, 
Isaac Streetman and the Rocktown 
Revival, and many others partici-

pated with decorations, costumes, 
and music.

While awards are offered to the 

floats deemed above and beyond, 
the official list of winners was not 
immediately revealed. The prize, 
typically between $500 and $150 
depending on placement, is given 
out in two different categories in-
cluding a church category and a 
school/club/non-profit category. 
Stay tuned for the results.

The lighting of the Christmas 
tree also naturally returned this 
year, and for the first time ever, 
the city prepared a snow machine 
that covered the tree, the street, 
and any nearby citizens. Many 
children could be seen playing 
in and around it, and Santa was 
surrounded on all sides by those 
young and old.

The parade, and events like it, 
help to benefit the economy of 
downtown Rockmart. Many of the 

Tower 
sites get 
approval

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

A renewed agreement approved 
by the Polk County Commission will 
keep Redmond EMS as the sole pro-
vider of local ambulance service for 
the next 10 years.

Commissioners voted unanimous-
ly minus an abstention from Chuck 
Thaxton to approve the new contract 
between Redmond EMS and the county 
during their December session and 
continue the service through 2029.

Redmond EMS Service Director 
Marty Robinson said the organization 

Remond EMS 
remains the 
provider for 
Polk County

Sean Williams

Santa stopped for a photograph in a winter wonderland with local youth after lighting the Christmas tree at the 
tailend of the 2019 Rockmart Christmas parade.

Staff reports

It was a sweet time in 
downtown Cedartown as 
the annual Christmas pa-
rade turned Main Street 
into Candy Lane for an 
evening over the weekend.

Former City Clerk Carol 
Crawford headed up the 
annual parade this past 
Saturday evening, and San-
ta brought up the end for 
the annual event with the 
theme of “Candy Lane” 
this year.

Crawford dedicated de-
cades of service to the City 
of Cedartown as chief re-

cords keeper and secre-
tary to the City’s many 

boards and committees. 
Crawford retired in Sep-

tember of 2019 with 27 
years of employment at 
the City.

This year’s parade win-
ners included the overall 
2019 champion The HON 
Company. In the church 
category, first place went 
to New Hope Church and 
second went to Emmanuel 
Baptist Church.

The open division win-
ners included first place 
for the Bold and Beautiful 
Red Hatters, Polk County 
Superior Court in second 
and the Girl Scouts in third.

Kevin Myrick

Ashly Ray was named the 2019 Citizen of the Year by Polk County, 
and was awarded by Great Clips of Rockmart with an additional $100 
Amazon gift card. Pictured with Ray are Jamie Bosurgia of Great Clips 
(center) and Commission Chair Jennifer Hulsey.

Sites in Taylorsville, 
Rockmart given thumbs 
up, along with agreements 
with Bartow and Cobb 
linking to regional system

Renewal agreement 
approved by County 
Commission will keep 
ambulance service in 
place through 2029

The opening batch of Letters to Santa 

came into the office this past week at 

deadline, and because we want to give 

every child an opportunity to have St. 

Nick, we’ve extended the timing a bit. 

Schools have until Tuesday, December 

10 to finish up their letters and parents 

and children who can get them into the 

office or by email to kmyrick@polkstan-

dardjournal.net by Friday, December 13 

will get to see theirs in the upcoming 

Dec. 18 edition! For now, check out this 

year’s Letters to Santa in this week’s edi-

tion starting on Page A5 of the paper.

Santa Letters 
start this week!

See RADIO, A7

See EMS, A7

See CALENDAR, A10

Santa comes to town
Rockmart holds annual Christmas parade

See PARADE, A9

The Cedartown Christmas 
parade is a sweet time for all 

Kevin Myrick

The 2019 Cedartown Christmas Parade theme was 
Candy Lane.

See CHRISTMAS, A6


