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• 3 BEDROOM, 3 ½ BATH HOME on the Chattooga River Located at 241 Riverbluff Drive,

Summerville, GA

• 1.87 ACRE BUILDING LOT in the Ridges, Chattooga County, GA

• Breathtaking Collection of 51± GUNS AND AMMUNITION

• PERSONAL PROPERTY includes Vehicles, RTV’s, Construction Equipment, Bobcat Skid Steers,

S/S Attachments, Kubota Tractor, Home Furnishings, TV’s, Building Supplies, Hand Tools, Yard

Tools, Numerous Green Egg Grills, Many Additional Items too Numerous to Mention!

Selling By Order Of Brian R. Bojo, Receiver of the Estate of Derry S. Richardson, Civil Action File No. 15cv00764-Jfl004

GAL #101

Dempsey Auction Co. | 310 North 4th Avenue | Rome, GA 30165 | Office 706-291-0746

WWW.DEMPSEYAUCTION.COM 1-800-DEMPSEY

Ray Dempsey | Lou Dempsey

COURT ORDERED

SATURDAY | NOVEMBER 18 | 11:00 A.M. EST
Sale Site Coosa Valley Fairgrounds, Rome, Floyd County, GA

From staff reports

Veterans Day is coming 
up this weekend, and a 
pair of ceremonies are 
being held at memorials 
in Cedartown and Rock-
mart to honor the service 
of those who have stood 
at guard in the United 
States’ armed forces.

While local offices are 
set to be closed — like 
the City of Aragon, for in-
stance — the pair of cer-
emonies in Polk County 
will be held at the same 
time on Nov. 11, marking 
the end of the first World 
War in 1918, when Armi-
stice Day was previously 
celebrated.

It became Veterans Day 

in 1954, and this year is 
the 99th time the country 
has celebrated the event.

Rockmart’s Veterans 
Day ceremony put togeth-
er by the American Le-
gion Post 12 will be held 
at 11 a.m. at the Veterans 
Memorial in downtown 
Rockmart behind the 
Rockmart History Muse-
um on Marble Street.

This year’s guest speak-
er is Chick-fil-A owner 
and veteran Zach Thomas.

Thomas graduated from 
the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West 
Point and served his 
country as an Airborne 
Ranger Infantry Officer.

Norovirus 
suspected at 
senior facility
 
By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

Signs were up over the 
weekend at Big Springs 
Senior Assisted Living in 
Cedartown warning visi-
tors they might want to 
come back another day 
after a virus outbreak 
within the facility.

Northwest Health Dis-
trict spokesman Logan 
Boss said that local health 
officials are still investi-
gating what the virus out-
break is, but that residents 
and staff alike are experi-
encing symptoms that are 
linked to a norovirus.

“Norovirus is a rela-
tively common infec-

tious disease,” Boss 
said. “What you always 
hear about happening on 
cruise ships, in schools a 
lot and in assisted living 
facilities quite a bit. It’s 
nothing unusual.

Area Calendar 

of Events

By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

Small but steady increases 
continue for the Polk School 
District this year after the state 
released their College and Ca-

reer Ready Performance Index 
figures for 2017 to start off No-
vember.

According to figures released 
by the state on Nov. 2, PSD’s to-
tal score this year is a 74.9, up 5.6 
points from 2016’s overall figure 
of 69.3.

What does that all mean? In 
simplest terms, that the state 
is recognizing that Polk School 
District is making improve-
ments annually in order to help 

students succeed while in class-
rooms locally, and when they 
graduate and go out into the real 
world.

It’s a good tool to help school 
districts gauge areas where they 
need to pay more attention and 
provide focus on,” Superinten-
dent Laurie Atkins said. “It acts 
as a good guide for us to make 
good instructional decisions for 
our kids, and how well the kids 
are mastering the content.”

The state is looking at four 
areas when scoring schools: 
achievement, progress, achieve-
ment gap and challenge points.

For instance, if a school is 
gaining annually in their stan-
dardized test scores in a variety 
of areas, they get better marks 
on the overall index score than 
they would had they not made 
any gains at all.

CCPRI scores improve

Kevin Myrick / The Standard Journal

Local police officers watch as Dana Goss sandblasts the name of Detective Kristen 

Hearne into the Polk County Law Enforcement Memorial.

 z  Polk County schools 
post higher index figures for 
academic progress.

By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

A chill stood in the air during 
mid-morning as local officials 
and police officers gathered 
around a memorial honoring 
slain brothers and sisters in the 
line of duty for a somber task.

They were adding a name to 
the pillar that stands in the yard 
of Polk County Courthouse No. 
1 facing the College Street en-

trance, standing in silence as the 
motor of a sandblasting machine 
hummed loudly, and Dana Goss 
of Elberton did the work of in-
scribing the name of Detective 
Kristen Hearne and her date of 
death into the monument.

The monument features others 
who have died in the line of duty 
including William T. McCown of 
the Cedartown Police Department, 
John H. Buckner of the Polk County 
Sheriff’s Office, Edward W. Jones 

of the Polk County Police, Billy A. 
Tanner of the Georgia State Pa-
trol, Sheriff Frank Lott and Don F. 
Langston of the Georgia State Pa-
trol. Erected in 2010, the new addi-
tion was the first since it installed 
on the courthouse grounds, and 
the ceremony provided a somber 
occasion to gather and remember 
all who have given their lives lo-
cally in law enforcement.

Somber duty at memorial

Go find 
election 
results 
online
 z Detailed election 

coverage will run in 
next week’s edition.

From staff reports

Election day has come 
and gone by the time some 
of our readers will be get-
ting the paper, and that 
means one thing for this 
week’s edition: results are 
nowhere to be seen.

By the time presses be-
gan rolling on Sunday 
when our edition is print-
ed weekly, Polk County 
voters were set to go to 
the polls on Tuesday to 
decide a pair of munici-
pal contests and whether 
they wished to continue 
the 2017 E-SPLOST.

As of Friday afternoon 
when early voting was 
coming to a close, some 
654 people had gotten 
their ballots in early at a 
Cedartown and Rockmart 
precinct, and through ab-
sentee paper ballots.

Early voting came to a 
close at the end of the 
week. No Saturday voting 
was held for this year’s 
election as well.

For readers who get the 
paper early and those on 
Wednesday as well, go on-
line to Polkstandardjourn-
al.com and use your login 
that comes with your sub-
scription to find election 
results. (Need help with the 
login info? Email kmyrick@
npco.com or call 770-748-
1520 extension 2 and we 
might be able to help.)

Otherwise, come back to 
read the Nov. 15 edition 
to find out who won in the 
Cedartown commission 
race and the Board of Ed-
ucation District 6 special 
election. We’ll also have 
coverage of the outcome 
of the E-SPLOST exten-
sion vote as well.

Polls were set to open 
at 7 a.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 
7 for this year’s election. 
Check information on-
line on our website and 
or at Facebook.com/the-
polkfishwrap to find out 
where to vote, links to 
find out if you’re regis-
tered, and more. Please see VIRUS A15

Please see HEARNE A7

Please see VETS A3

Give a child a safe place 
to go after school and learn 
valuable lessons about 
community, life and aca-
demics by getting involved 
in the Boys & Girls Club of 
Northwest Georgia in Ced-
artown. Visit their center 
at 321 E. Queen St., Cedar-
town from 2:30 to 6 p.m. on 
weekdays and bring your 
children ages 5-18 for af-
ternoon activities. For 
more information on how 
to participate or volunteer 
call 770-749-0869 or email 
asams@bgcnwga.org.

The annual Thanksgiv-
ing dinner at the Nathan 
Dean Community Center 
in Rockmart is coming up 
on Nov. 18 from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m., provided for free by 
the Stocks family. Along 
with the holiday meal, 
there will be live music, 
toys and face painting for 
children along with much 
more. Donations are be-
ing sought. Contact Stocks 
to help at 678-719-1981.

Please see CALENDAR A12

2 big Veterans Day 
ceremonies Saturday

Kevin Myrick / SJ

Quarantine warnings 

are posted outside the 

Big Springs facility.

Please see CCPRI A9

Hearne added to police monument
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