
OCA’s Middle 

School Eagles 

win a third 

straight ISC 

soccer title.
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Ridgeland’s 

stellar 2017 

season comes 

to an end at  

the hands of 

Jefferson in 

state playoff 

second round.
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Trion, Chattooga County, GA

Property of Mrs. Clara and the Late Mr.Willis Smith

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 10 A.M. EST
Property Located at 694 Club Drive, Trion, GA

4 Bedroom, Brick Home | Detached 3 Car Garage | Pole Barn | County Water

acres
Selling in Tracts or as a Whole

4 Bedroom, Brick Home | Detached 3 Car Garage | Pole Barn | County Water

Good Timber | Triple Road Frontage | Long Creek Frontage

Ray Dempsey | Lou Dempsey

310 North 4th Avenue | Rome, GA 30165 | Office 706-291-0746

WWW.DEMPSEYAUCTION.COM 1-800-DEMPSEY

Open House:
Sunday, November 26 and
Friday, December 1, 1-4 pm
or by appointment. Please
contact our office for your

personal tour.
GAL #101Auction Co.

Figures provided by U.S. Census 

Bureau

In the fall of 1621, 
the Pilgrims — early 
settlers of Plymouth 
Colony — held a three-
day feast to celebrate 
a bountiful harvest. 
Many regard this event 
as the nation’s first 
Thanksgiving. The 
Wampanoag Indians 
in attendance played 
a key role. Historians 
have recorded 
ceremonies of thanks 
among other groups of 
European settlers in 
North America. These 
include the British 
colonists in Virginia as 
early as 1619.

The legacy of thanks 
and the feast have 
survived the centuries, 
as the event became 
a national holiday 
154 years ago (Oct. 3, 
1863) when President 
Abraham Lincoln 
proclaimed the last 
Thursday of November 
as a national day of 
thanksgiving. Later, 
President Franklin 
Roosevelt clarified 
that Thanksgiving 
Day should always 
be celebrated on the 

fourth Thursday of the 

month to encourage 

earlier holiday 

shopping, never on 

the occasional fifth 

Thursday.

The following 

facts are made 

possible by the 

invaluable responses 

to the U.S. Census 

Bureau’s surveys. We 

appreciate the public’s 

cooperation as we 

continuously measure 

America’s people, 

places and economy.

Where to Feast
118.9 million

The number of 
occupied housing units 
across the nation in the 
second quarter of 2017 
— potential stops for 
Thanksgiving dinner.

4.6 million

The number of 
multigenerational 
households in the 
United States in 2016. 
It is possible these 
households, consisting 
of three or more 
generations, will have 

to purchase large 
quantities of food to 
accommodate all the 
family members sitting 
around the table for the 
holiday feast, even if 
there are no guests.

4

The number 
of places in the 
United States named 
after the holiday’s 
traditional main 
course. Turkey Creek 
census designated 
place in Arizona, had 
405 residents in 2015, 
followed by Turkey 

city, Texas (367); Turkey 
Creek village, La. (357); 
and Turkey town, N.C. 
(280). There are also 11 
townships in the United 
States with “Turkey” in 
the name. (Please note 
that the populations of 
Turkey Creek census 
designated place, 
Ariz.; Turkey city, 
Texas; Turkey Creek 
village, La.; and Turkey 
town, N.C., are not 
significantly different 
from each other.)

4

The number of 
places and townships 
in the United States 
named Cranberry, 
a popular side dish 
at Thanksgiving. 
Cranberry township 
(Butler County), Pa., 
was the most populous 
of these places in 2016, 
with 30,739 residents. 
Cranberry township 
(Venango County), Pa., 
was next with 6,452 
residents.

34

The number of 
counties, places and 
townships in the United 
States named Plymouth, 
as in Plymouth Rock, 

By the numbers: Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 23
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By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

As families and friends 
reflect on the many things for 
which they are thankful this 
holiday, there is something 
easily overlooked but that can 
be the difference between 
death and life itself.

Since its founding in 1972, 
Blood Assurance, which has 
an office in Fort Oglethorpe, 
has provided safe and 
adequate supplies of blood for 
everyone in a 51-county mid-
South region of Appalachia.

From humble beginnings, 
BA has grown to now 
serve more than 70 health 
care facilities in Georgia, 
Tennessee, Alabama, Virginia 

and North Carolina. But even 
as it has grown and matured 
over time, its mission of 
offering whole blood and 
blood components in a cost-
effective manner to 
every area patient in 
need has been constant.

Today, Blood 
Assurance aims to 
revitalize and expand 
its base under the 
leadership of President 
and CEO J.B. Gaskins, 
who stresses that basic 
humanity of non-profit 
organization.

“People give to people 
— people give for people,” 
Gaskin said when introduced 
during a recent Blood 

Assurance advisory board 
meeting.

Gaskins, retired after 
more than 30 years as a U.S. 
Army Reserve officer and a 

37- year involvement with 
blood banking, said his 
first experience with a 
blood bank’s contribution 
to a community — and 
to those who make up 
that community — was 
personal.

The youngest of seven 
children growing up in 
central Florida, Gaskins’ 

sister nearly died following a 
car crash. He attributes her 
survival to “medical attention, 
the power of prayer and the 
fact that 85 people had given 

blood.”
Gaskins began his blood 

banking career in 1979, as a 
part-time phlebotomist, while 
attending college Gainesville, 
Fla. After several years 
drawing donor’s blood and 
serving in “every role except 
as a lab tech,” he moved into a 
blood bank management.

After 15-20 years as a 
manager in progressively 
larger systems in Florida, 
Gaskins came to the 
Chattanooga-based Blood 
Assurance that coincides with 
his Nov. 12 retirement from 
the military.

Having enlisted in 

Thanksgiving, a time to relish blood 
relations and Blood Assurance

J.B. 

Gaskins
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By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

The Al Millard Stocking 
Full of Love Toy Drive is 
well underway in Walker 
County and its deadline for 
applicants is Nov. 30.

In 2016, Stocking Full of 
Love served 1,300 children. 
About five years ago, during 
the recession, the non-profit 
organization served more 
than 2,000 area children, 
Sheriff Steve Wilson said.

Applications
Applications have been available 

since Nov. 1 and can be located at Walker 
County Sheriff’s Office, Walker County 
Family & Children’s Services, and 
Rossville Police Department.

Online applications can be printed 
from the Walker County Sheriff’s Office’s 
Facebook page and the Al Millard 

Stocking Full of Love page.

Volunteers
According to Wilson, the Toy 

Store giveaway and setup is always 
appreciative and in need of volunteers.

The Toy Store will be located once 
again at Oakwood Baptist Church in 
Chickamauga. Volunteers are needed for 

the Toy Store setup, which 
will be Friday, Dec. 8, from 
6-11 p.m.

The Toy Store giveaway 
will be Saturday, Dec. 9, 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Volunteers would work 
in three-hour waves the day 
of the giveaway, with groups 
volunteering from 8 a.m. to 
11 p.m., 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
noon to close at 3 p.m.

Donations
Anyone who would 

like to support a child in 
Walker County is asked to donate $50 per 
child, Wilson said. For example, for two 
children, it would be a donation of $100, 
and so fourth. Residents wishing to assist 
with the program and help area children 
have a special Christmas should mail a 

Stocking Full of Love toy drive underway; 
volunteer, make donations until Nov. 30
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