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18± Acres on the East Brow of Lookout Mountain
MASSIVE 9,000± Sq. Ft. Barn with Living Quarters

To be Offered in Tracts or as a Whole

2.9± Acre Brow Lot in Laurawood (Lot 13)
PERSONAL PROPERTY TO SELL @ ABSOLUTE AUCTION

10522 County Road 103, Cherokee County, AL

Ray Dempsey | Lou Dempsey | AAL 1103

310 North 4th Avenue | Rome, GA 30165 | Office 706-291-0746

WWW.DEMPSEYAUCTION.COM 1-800-DEMPSEY
FOR PLATS, VIDEOS OR FURTHER SALES INFORMATION ON THIS AUCTION

In conjunction with

Hardy Realty of Rome
706-291-4321

Agent Becky Woodard, 706-506-7777
or becky@hardyrealty.com

Saturday, November 3, 10:00 A.M. CDT
Cloudland Community, Cherokee County, AL

Selling for the Caring Trust of Michael H. Caldwell and Peggy L. Caldwell By Order of the Trustees

Open House: Friday, November 2, 1-4 pm or by appointment. Contact our office for your personal tour.

MASSIVE 9,000± Sq. Ft. Barn with Living Quarters

To be Offered in Tracts or as a Whole

PERSONAL PROPERTY TO SELL @ ABSOLUTE AUCTION

Property Location
10522 County Road 103, Cherokee County, AL

ALB#065553

AAL#1103

Ray Dempsey | Lou Dempsey | AAL 1103

310 North 4th Avenue | Rome, GA 30165 | Office 706-291-0746

WWW.DEMPSEYAUCTION.COM 1-800-DEMPSEY
FOR PLATS, VIDEOS OR FURTHER SALES INFORMATION ON THIS AUCTION

In conjunction with

Hardy Realty of Rome
706-291-4321

Agent Becky Woodard, 706-506-7777
or becky@hardyrealty.com

Selling for the Caring Trust of Michael H. Caldwell and Peggy L. Caldwell By Order of the Trustees

Open House: Friday, November 2, 1-4 pm or by appointment. Contact our office for your personal tour.

By Dee D. Decker
DDecker@walkermessenger.com

Early voting in Walker County 
has definitely been “heavy” so far, 
according to an election commission 
spokesman on Thursday, Oct. 18.

After only four days of early vot-
ing and limited to only one pre-
cinct, the downtown Walker County 
courthouse, more than 1,100 vot-
ers had cast ballots by the end of 
the day.

Also very heavy was the new 

voter registration this year as more 
than 5,500 new voters registered 
for this midterm election. In all, 
38,600 Walker County residents 
are registered to vote in the Nov. 
6 election, compared with 32,951 
registered voters for the 2016 gen-
eral election. 

Both the state’s hotly contested 
gubernatorial race between Dem-
ocrat Stacey Abrams and Repub-
lican Brian Kemp and the local 
commissioner referendum seem to 
be the driving issues in this mid-

term election.
While there are no local con-

tested races on the ballot, Walker 
County voters are voting on the 
governor’s race between Abrams, 
Kemp and Libertarian Ted Metz, as 
well as elections for the U.S. Con-
gress, secretary of state, attorney 
general, state schools superinten-
dent and the General Assembly.

In addition, there are also seven 
proposed Georgia Constitutional 
Amendments and statewide ref-
erendum questions on the ballot. 

(For details of these items and for a 
sample ballot, go online to https://
walkercountyga.gov/residents/
elections.

The most important local issue on 
the ballot in Walker County is the 
form of government for the future 
of the county. Voters in Walker 
will have the choice of keeping a 
sole commissioner form of gov-
ernment or switching to a board 
of commissioners.

By Dee D. Decker
DDecker@walkermessenger.com

Jim Barrett, the teacher who suc-
cessfully sued the Walker County 
school board over its public com-
menting policy, is once again chal-
lenging the policy — or rather, its 
absence.

“On behalf of the Walker County 
Association of Educators, and as a 
citizen, I would like to ask to speak to 
the Walker County Board of Educa-

tion at its November 
meeting,” Barrett said 
Monday, Oct. 15, in a 
email to board mem-
bers. “I am petition-
ing this board to have 
in place a policy that 
allows public partici-
pation and comment 
at every meeting of 
the Walker County 

Board of Education before your 
November meetings. This is not a 
difficult task. However, to our knowl-
edge, you are the only school board 
in the United States of America that 
does not allow the public to speak 
with and petition their elected school 
board at their public meetings.”

Barrett, a teacher at Saddle Ridge 
Middle School and president of the 
county’s Association of Educators, 
challenged the school board’s public 
commenting policy in March 2015.

The policy required anyone who 
wanted to address the board to first 
meet with the school superinten-
dent, Damon Raines. After this, the 
person could file a request with the 
central office to speak to the board. 
The request had to be filed at least 
two weeks before the meeting.

The policy required Raines to inves-
tigate a concern within 10 days and 
send a written response to the con-
cerned person. But there was no spe-
cific deadline or timeframe for when 
Raines actually had to meet with the 
concerned person.

U.S. District Court Judge Har-
old Murphy in Rome, Ga., ruled in 
April 2016 that the school system 
must establish a new policy that, 
at very least, sets a timeframe for 
the superintendent to meet with 
the concerned person. The board 
was also ordered to review public 
commenting policies from 11 North 
Georgia counties.

The school board unsuccessfully 
appealed the judge’s ruling, with 
its final appeal failing in May 2018. 
The school board was ordered in 
June 2018 to pay Barrett’s attor-
neys $330,000, which comes from 
an insurance company in addition 
to an undisclosed settlement with 
Barrett.

Barrett’s email to school board 
members was sent just prior to the 
board’s Oct. 15 regular monthly 
meeting.

At that meeting a group of Fairyland 
Elementary School parents attempted 

By Dee D. Decker
DDecker@walkermessenger.com

The Northwest Georgia Joint 
Development Authority recently 
met in Fort Oglethorpe and reas-
sured everyone that unemploy-
ment was down and develop-
ment up across North Georgia.

The authority is under the 
leadership of Jeff Mullis, a 
state senator from Chickam-
auga who represents Walker, 
Dade, Catoosa and Chattooga 
counties and works to recruit 
and steer new industry and 
manufacturing to the area.

By promoting the area’s work-
force, its tax credits, and its edu-
cational, environmental, rec-
reational, and cultural assets, 
the addition of a major indus-
trial player in any of the four 
counties will be felt economi-
cally across the entire region, 
Mullis said.

The authority works closely 
with site selectors from across 
America and overseas. Site 
selectors for a given area such 
as Chicago or New York, for 
example, are brought to the 
area and spend a half-day in 
each of the four counties vis-
iting and examining available 
sites such as industrial parks 
and gathering information on 
which to make their site selec-
tion choices.

Mullis also reported on eco-
nomic trips he has taken to 
China and other nations and 
reported that questions and 
discussions often focus on 
the tariffs issue. He reminded 
everyone, however, that such 
economic ventures were not 
funded by local taxes.

NWGAJDA works closely 
with the Academy for Economic 
Development, the Appalachian 
Regional Commission, and other 
agencies to be sure that North-
west Georgia is getting its fair 
share of new economic ven-
tures. One of the most promis-
ing areas for local government, 
especially rural governments, 
is the investment in broadband 
internet service, an investment 
that will reap economic benefits 
and profits for decades to come.

As a quote on the home page 
of the authority from “View from 
the Top Investment Profile, 
Site Selection” magazine, says: 
“Georgia’s upper left-hand cor-
ner offers superior accessibil-
ity, stunning vistas and a work 
force primed for the manufac-
turing renaissance.”
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Cafeteria problems at Fairyland 
Elementary resurrect frustrations 

over school board policy
By Dee D. Decker
DDecker@walkermessenger.com

What was expected to be a 20-minute short and sweet routine meeting 
of the Walker County school board ended up being a nearly two-hour 
and sometimes bitter and ugly session Monday night, Oct. 15.

More than 100 people — nearly half of them children — from Fairy-
land Elementary School on Lookout Mountain confronted and bom-
barded Schools Superintendent Damon Raines, demanding explana-
tions, answers and solutions to an ongoing cafeteria problem.

The school cafeteria has not been totally functional since the major 
freezer broke down in late June. Though this problem is now fixed, a 
series of issues has necessitated daily transporting lunch for the students 
from Ridgeland High School at the foot of the mountain. Since June two 
other freezers have gone out, the school cafeteria director quit without 
notice, two other cafeteria workers have quit, and there have been no 
trained workers to man the cafeteria. 

See POLICY, A3

See VOTING, A10
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Jim Barrett

Chamber 
leadership 
group tours  

farms
The Walker County Chamber 
of Commerce leadership 
team recently toured the John 
Howard farm in LaFayette and 
Bickett Genetics in Chickam-
auga to showcase and better 
understand the important role 
of agriculture in the county, 
which has 528 farms averag-
ing 151 acres. There are 
nearly 80,000 acres of  farm-
land and almost 25,000 
acres of harvested cropland in 
Walker County. / Contributed
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