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Betsy Hixon and Ragan 
Wimpee are 7th grade stu-
dents and play soccer at Chat-
tanooga Valley Middle School 
in Walker County. When their 
teacher urged the students to 
start a passion project to help 
make the world a better place 
in some way, they decided to 
help raise money for Ronald 
McDonald House Charities 
of Greater Chattanooga Inc. 
The Ronald McDonald house 
helps many families in North-
west Georgia, Chattanooga, 
and beyond.

As they explain, “The Ronald 
McDonald House provides a 
place for families to call home 
so they can stay close by their 
hospitalized child at little or no 
cost. If they can’t afford hous-
ing, they must do a small chores 

around the facility. Our goal 
is to raise enough money so 
that parents can spend less 
time doing chores and more 
time at the hospital with their 
child/children.

Therefore, they started a fund 
called Kick4aGoal. Donations 
may be made on gofundme.
com/kick4agoal as well as on 
their Instagram @kick4agoal. 
Betsy and Ragan remind poten-
tial donors that when they make 
a donation, they are giving the 
gift of togetherness during try-
ing times to families with ill 
children. Even though it costs 
$66.00 per night to house a 
family, RMHC of Greater Chat-
tanooga allows families in need 
to stay at RMHC of Greater 
Chattanooga at no cost.

These students say that any 
donation, big or small will 

Students start Ronald McDonald House fund

By Jordan Mooney
JMooney@WalkerMessen-
ger.com

Many community 
members may be won-
dering where they can 
find opportunities to vol-
unteer and give back to 
the community. There 
are several options avail-
able for those who wish 
to get involved.

PruittHealth in 
LaFayette: PruittHealth 
is always taking volun-
teers to come visit, chat, 
and read to the residents. 
For more information call 
them at 706-638-4662.

Rosewood Assisted 
Living: Rosewood (Fort 
Oglethorpe) is taking vol-
unteers of a large vari-
ety. They will take anyone 
from long-term volun-
teers all the way to one-
time volunteers. The 
opportunities range from 
setting up events, hang-
ing out with residents and 
reading to them, or even 
just setting up goodie 
bags. For more infor-
mation contact Sharon 
Shedrick (Life Enrich-
ment Director) at 706-
866-4443, ext. 133. To 
help with the Dementia 
Care Department, con-
tact Karen Ottaway (life 
enrichment coordina-
tor) at 706-866-4443, 
ext. 130.

T h e  H a v e n  i n 
LaFayette: The Haven 
is a church and minis-
try that reaches out to 
the homeless and those 
in need. Contact them 
706-638-6418 and ask 
for Tanya.

Walker County 
Animal Shelter: The 
shelter is taking vol-
unteers to come in and 
walk the dogs on a leash, 
take them out and play 
fetch, or to just sit with 
them and give the ani-
mals some lap time and 
attention. They are also 
taking volunteers to 
help the staff with vari-
ous tasks. To apply, go 
to walkerga.gov and find 
the link to the applica-
tion or pick up a paper 
application at the com-
missioner’s office. For 
any questions, call the 

By Dee D. Decker
DDecker@walkermessenger.com

“It is important to recognize heroic 
accomplishment.”

- — — — — — — — -
Area law enforcement appreciation 

continued Thursday, Feb. 28, as the 
Rossville Exchange Club honored five 
area officers and treated over 60 to 
BBQ appreciation lunches at the Ross-
ville Civic Center.

Exchange Club President Susan Tank-
ersley, program coordinator Don Mar-
tin, and Walker County Sheriff Steve 
Wilson orchestrated the events to which 
all area law enforcement personnel were 
invited. Area agencies with officers in 
attendance included Catoosa County, 
Walker County, Dade County, Ross-
ville, Fort Oglethorpe, Chickamauga, 

LaFayette, the GBI, the FBI, Georgia 
State Patrol, the regional Drug Task 
Force, and the probation office.

Before guest speaker Hamilton 
County Chief Deputy Austin Garrett 
addressed the luncheon attendees and 
presented the Exchange Club’s Jimmy 
Sampley Officer of the Year awards, 
Sheriff Wilson presented two spe-
cial awards. The Distinguished Law 
Enforcement Lifetime Achievement 
Award was presented posthumously 
to Commander Patrick Doyle of the 
Lookout Mountain Drug Task Force 
and was received by his widow, Dacia 
Doyle.

The second special recognition, the 
Police Medal of Valor, was presented 
to Major Tommy Bradford of the Dade 
County Sheriff’s Department, who was 
run over and lost part of his leg while 

trying to stop with a spike strip a flee-
ing thief from Alabama barreling into 
Trenton just as schools were being 
dismissed.

Then, in addressing his fellow offi-
cers, Chief Deputy Garrett emphasized 
the dual themes of partnership and 
leadership. He said that it was only 
through the excellent – and unusual – 
partnership, especially of law enforce-
ment agencies, that Chattanooga won 
the confidence of the Ironman organiz-
ers which led to Chattanooga being the 
first community ever to host four Iron-
man events in one year. It was amaz-
ing, he noted, that with 91 countries 
participating in the Ironman event, 
that the first Ironman participant sur-
vey showed a 97% satisfaction rating. 

By Dee D. Decker
DDecker@walkermessenger.com

Walker County Govern-
ment is now accepting sealed 
bids to resurface multiple 
roads in 2019.

The work involves more 
than 23 miles of patching, 
asphalt overlay with tack 
coat, leveling and striping 
along Peavine Road, East 
Long Hollow, Ringgold Road, 
Five Points Road and Five 
Points Spur, Osburn Road 
and Osburn Court, South 
Dicks Creek Road, South 
Burnt Mill Road, Dry Val-
ley Road, West Schmitt Road, 
Glass Mill Road and Jones 
Road.

Specifications for Walker 
County Local Maintenance 
Asphalt Resurfacing Project 
2019-1 are available for down-
load on the county’s website 
or at the Commissioner’s 

Office (101 S Duke Street, 
LaFayette, GA) between 
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Sealed bids will be accepted 
until 3:45 p.m. on March 21, 
2019 at the Commissioner’s 
Office. Bids will be opened 
at the Commissioner’s Office 
(101 S Duke Street, LaFayette, 
GA) at 4:00 p.m. on March 
21, 2019.

Contract will be awarded 
at the Commissioner’s regu-
lar meeting at 6:00 p.m. on 
March 28, 2019. The meet-
ing will be held in the Walker 
County Courthouse Annex 
III, 201 South Main Street, 
LaFayette, GA. Walker County 
reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.

Roads scheduled for 
repaving

Peavine Road — Begin-

ning at the Walker/Catoosa 
line to Kay Conley Road, 2.95 
miles

East Long Hollow Road 
— Beginning at Peavine 
Road to Long Hollow Road, 

0.70 miles
Ringgold Road — Begin-

ning at Round Pound Road 
to Lake Howard Road, 3.10 

Heroes honored
Rossville Exchange Club recognizes 5 area officers

Bidding out for parts of 13 roads

Volunteers 
wanted in 
Walker 
County

Honorees hold their award plagues as their supervisors stand with them. Honorees are (from left holding plagues) Deputy Eric 
Head, Walker County; Dacia Doyle, accepting for her late husband, Commander Patrick Doyle, Drug Task Force; Major Tommy 
Bradford, Dade County; Cpl. Aaron Campbell, Catoosa County; and TFC Jason Ballard, Georgia State Patrol. / Dee Decker

See HEROES, A2

Bidding is underway for repairing over 23 miles of roads 
across Walker County, including repaving portions of 13 dif-
ferent roads. / Contributed

See ROADS, A2

See FUND, A2Betsy Hixon and Ragan Wimpee share a passion for soccer and helping others. / Contributed

See VOLUNTEER, A2

 ♦ See page A9 for a 
related story on senior 
volunteers.


