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Get ready now for 
the 2019 WELSHFest 
in Rockmart! The event 
is scheduled for March 
16 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and will feature a vari-
ety of vendors, events 
and more in downtown 
Rockmart. Check back 
in next week’s edition 
for more on the forth-
coming fun.

Sign up now to take 
part in the forthcom-
ing Chamber-sponsored 
Lunch and Learn series, 
coming up again on Fri-
day, March 8. The bi-
monthly classes pro-
vided by Chick-fil-A of 
Rockmart owner Zach 
Thomas gives people 
the opportunity to learn 
how Chick-fil-A pro-
motes servant leader-
ship at all levels of the 
company and in life. 
Visit polkgeorgia.com 
to learn more, or call 
770-684-5686 to reg-
ister today! Costs for 
the class include lunch.

MasterChef Junior is 
holding a casting call in 
Atlanta at the Hilton in 
downtown at 255 Court-
land St. NE on Saturday, 
March 9 from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The show is look-
ing for talented young 
cooks to come take part 
in the new season with 
Chef Gordon Ramsay, 
and are looking for 8 
to 13 year olds to come 
join the series. Minors 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. Signup now at 
masterchefjuniorcast-
ing.com for application 
instructions, audition 
guidelines, eligibility 
requirements and more.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

A major problem with control-
ling the illegal drug trade is track-
ing where product is coming from, 
and where it is going.

That is especially the case with 
opioids, which can come from a 
variety of places around the world 
and when distributed to custom-
ers on the street, can be cut with 
anything from baby powder to fen-
tanyl, which in years past and pres-
ent continues to kill users in over-
doses across the country.

Now there’s an effort underway 
to collect as much data as allowed 

about overdose cases in order to 
track where those opioids are com-
ing from, and how they get onto the 
street and what harm they cause in 
the process.

That’s the mission of people like 
William Trivelpiece, a law enforce-
ment veteran who works with the 
federal government in an effort to 
get first responders to offer up infor-
mation in real time about where 
overdoses are happening, and some 
circumstances behind the care of 
patients.

“The overdoses that are happening 
aren’t just opioid-based anymore,” 
Trivelpiece said in a presentation 
he gave on Feb. 26 to local first 

responders about efforts to gather 
more information. “You know bet-
ter than I do that the king drug is 
still meth. The No. 2 drug for your 
county is cocaine, and the third drug 
is some type of opioid.”

He said that part of the problem 
is that when drugs like metham-
phetamines are being processed, 
dealers will add in opioids into the 
mix so users will get a greater effect 
from the drug, but don’t realize what 
they are using.

Trivelpiece was previously an 
Atlanta Police Department officer 
with more than two decades of expe-
rience on the job before he retired, 
and then moved onto a job helping 

fight drug trafficking. Polk County 
was likely one of his final presenta-
tions as organizers of the Atlanta-
Carolinas High Intensity Drug Traf-
ficking Area’s (HIDTA) portion of 
the Overdose Detection Mapping 
Application Program (ODMAP,) 
which he is seeking to get more areas 
involved in tracking of overdose 
cases on the national level.

Though he’s moving up to a new 
role, he’ll still be involved in the pro-
gram, which is an effort to get as 
much data as possible about drug 
trafficking of opioids and the effects 
they have immediately on people.

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

A field trip to the Polk County 
EMA building was the Take Back 
Polk mentoring program’s latest way 
of rewarding the good behavior and 
academic progress of several local 
middle school students who man-
aged to meet the goals set for them 
by their mentors.

In the program, at-risk youth are 
taught lessons on everything from 
life to leadership, so the field trips 
also naturally take an educational 
approach. A tour through the Polk 
County Emergency Management 
Agency’s building offered insight 
into how the county operates, and 
both career information and tips for 
getting into local industries were 
shared by various officials present.

“Becoming a basic EMT is a good 
entry point into the medical field,” 
Redmond Regional Medical Cen-
ter EMS Director Marty Robinson 
said while explaining the various 
roles first responders and medical 
officials take on a day to day basis.

Youth were also invited to walk 
through the ambulance and see for 
themselves the tools and equipment 
EMT use to save lives on the go.

The county commission meeting 
room was packed as students flooded 
in to see where local ordinances and 
other regulations were passed, and a 
visit to the building’s detective divi-
sion likely sparked career interest 
for students who were shown evi-
dence lockers, interview rooms, and 
much more.

More tech-savvy youth may have 
liked the visit to the 911 operating 
center where massive monitors 
displayed where and when people 
needed help.

“I hope that some of them want to 
actually have a career doing some 
of this,” Sheriff Johnny Moats said. 
“It’s really hard to get people to do 
want to do this- especially police 
jobs. Hopefully a few have the desire 
to do it.”

A close up visit to the jail was 
designed to highlight what life behind 
bars is like. Students were walked 
through long hallways of cells and 
given the chance to use the visita-
tion room where those sentenced 
are able to speak with loved ones 
only on occasion.

“Well, with our trip to the jail, I 

just wanted them to see what it’s 
like to be locked up,” Moats said. 
“We took them to the visitation and 
explained about being able to visit 
their family only one day a week for 
15 to 20 minutes only.”

Moats also offered advice for get-
ting into the police industry, citing 
having a clean record and extracur-
ricular activities as a good starting 
place for those interested.

“The first thing is, don’t do any-
thing stupid,” Moats said. “We do a 
lot of background checks, polygraphs, 
psychologicals, so you gotta have a 
clean record. We can’t have people 
that have committed felonies. Now, 
if you have a misdemeanor or some-

thing minor you did as a kid, we can 
still hire you. If they’re interested, they 
have the public safety courses at the 
high school. I would definitely rec-
ommend those because they kinda 
let them know what they’re getting 
into before they’re here.”

Regardless of what they grow up 
to do, those who attended the field 
trip are already making progress in 
their lives by meeting these goals, 
and hopefully the next field trip 
has even more attendees. Regard-
less, Polk County will be there for 
the youth.

“This is part of Jennifer Hulsey’s 
mentor program, so we’ll always be 
a part of it,” Moats said.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Work under the Georgia Dome 
is even busier this year for Polk 
County’s own Trey Kelley, who 
continues his work undaunted as 
the 2019 Majority Whip within 
the chambers of the state house.

As the legislature passed by 
the 20-day mark of the legisla-

tive session well 
on their way to 
Crossover Day, 
when bills go 
from one cham-
ber to the other 
for reconcilia-
tion or to find 
their way to a 
committee for 

further consider-
ation in 2020.

With only a few days left 
before that date falls on the 
calendar, the representative 
for the 16th district finds him-
self right in the middle of the 
work to get important items 
voted on and sent over to the 
state senate.

Among the work already 
completed is an amended state 
budget for the 2019 fiscal year, 
which Kelley highlighted an 
additional increase for help for 
South Georgia for hurricane 
relief to help farmers who were 
hurt by Hurricane Michael.

Staff reports

The time is coming soon for a 
celebration of Rockmart’s heri-
tage with WELSHFest 2019 right 
around the corner.

Next Saturday, March 16 the 
dragon banners will adorn down-
town Rockmart and vendors will 
be setup and ready for a crowd 
rain or shine for the annual event, 
which begins with a Friday night 
gathering ahead of the main event 
the following day.

The annual Hymn Singing at 
Van Wert Church will be held on 
Friday, March 15 at 7 p.m., and 
the public is invited to come and 
join in worship and fellowship.

WELSHFest will run from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and includes 
performances from local danc-
ers, the annual Bonniest Knees 
of Rockmart Kilt Contest, along 
with music from Isaac Streetman, 
the Luther Mountain Bluegrass 
Band, Them Mixon Boys, Scarlet 
Wool and the Dale Brumbelow 
quartet all across the community.

Polk first responders to have overdose mapping tools 

See TOOLS, A3

See CALENDAR, A8

Students, mentors join 
forces for field trip

Redmond EMS Director Marty Robinson explains the ins and outs of ambu-
lances to Take Back Polk mentoring program students during a field trip on 
Wednesday, February 27, 2019. / Sean Williams

Polk County Police Assistant Chief Kiki Evans talks to students about what 
an interview is like with Polk County Police investigators during a tour of the 
facility on Wednesday, February 27, 2019. / Sean Williams

Take Back Polk students sat in the Polk County Commission meeting room during their tour of facilities on Wednes-
day, February 27. / Sean Williams

Kelley: focus 
on helping 
families 
priority for 
State House

Trey Kelley

See KELLEY, A7

Get ready for 
WELSHFest 
2019 coming 
next weekend
Annual spring 
Rockmart event 
celebrates area’s 
Welsh heritage

See WELSHFEST, A6


