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High school 
graduation 
ceremonies

• Lakeview-Fort 
Oglethorpe High 

School’s graduation 
ceremony will be 

Friday, May 26, at 6 
p.m. at the University 

of Tennessee-
Chattanooga’s 

McKenzie Arena.
• Ringgold High 

School’s graduation 
ceremony will be 
Friday, May 26, at 

7:30 p.m. at school’s 
football stadium.

• Heritage High 
School’s graduation 

ceremony will be 
Saturday, May 27, 

at 9 a.m. at school’s 
football stadium.

NPS news release

 A new National Park 

Service (NPS) report shows 

that the 1,027,738 visitors 

to Chickamauga and 

Chattanooga National Military 

Park in 2016 spent $66,160,300 

in communities near the park. 
That spending supported 1016 

jobs in the local area and had 

a cumulative benefit to the 

local economy of $81,561,200.

“Chickamauga and 

Chattanooga National Military 

Park welcomes visitors 

from across the country and 

around the world,” said Park 
Superintendent Brad Bennett. 

“We are delighted to share 

the story of this place and the 

experiences it provides. We 

also feature the park as a way 

to introduce our visitors to 

this part of the country and all 

that it offers. National park 
tourism is a significant driver 
in the national economy, 

returning $10 for every $1 
invested in the National Park 
Service, and it’s a big factor 
in our local economy as well. 
We appreciate the partnership 
and support of our neighbors 
and are glad to be able to give 
back by helping to sustain 

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

After years of discussion, 
the Georgia Department of 
Transportation (GDOT) recently 
awarded a nearly $35 million 

construction bid for the planned 

widening project of Ga. Highway 151 

from Holcomb Road to U.S. Highway 

41 in Ringgold.

The GDOT recently awarded 

the project bid to Marietta, Ga.-
based C.W. Matthews Construction 
Company in the amount of 
$34,596,916. Officials say the project 
will start “soon.”

“At this point we still don’t have 
a firm start date,” said Mohamed 
Arafa, public relations manager 
for GDOT. “Once a contract is 
awarded, GDOT sends a notice to 
proceed. However, we leave it to the 

contractor to decide on a starting 
date depending on the mobilization 
process and equipment movement.”

Arafa says a start date will 
have to be announced at least two 
weeks ahead of time if the work will 
interfere with traffic so the public 
can be made aware.

He added that the contract 
includes language that the project is 
to be completed by Feb. 28, 2018. 

The project includes the 
widening and reconstruction of Ga. 
Highway 151 (Alabama Highway) 
from approximately 3,200 feet south 
of Rollins Industrial Boulevard 
at Holcomb Road through the 
I-75 Interchange to U.S. Highway 
41 in Ringgold for a distance of 
approximately 2.03 miles. The 

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The city of Fort Oglethorpe 
is looking at grants to help 
with pedestrian safety at 
intersections and with testing 
of the city’s water.

During the most recent city 
council meeting on Monday 
night, April 24, the council 
approved Public Works and 
Recreation Director Jeff Long’s 
request to apply for a Local 
Maintenance and Improvement 
Grant (LMIG) to help with 
public safety.

According to City Manager 
Jennifer Payne-Simpkins, the grant 
funds, if awarded, would help with 
public safety at three intersections 
in the city.

“It’s a competitive improvement 
grant from the Georgia Department 
of Transportation’s (GDOT) off-system 
safety program,” Payne-Simpkins 
said. “Our grant application will 
request funding for solar LED 
flashing pedestrian crossing signs 
with thermo plastic stripping 
at three crosswalks at three 
intersections.”

The intersections proposed are 
Forrest Road at Shelby Street, Van 
Cleve Street at Norris Street, and 
City Hall Drive at Council Street.    

The grant also includes an 
additional four miles worth of 

thermo plastic stripping for double 
center lines and edge lines along 
Forrest Road, Van Cleve Street, 
Patterson Avenue, and Mack Smith 

Road.
Payne-Simpkins says 

grants such as this can go a 
long way in upgrading the 
city’s public safety measures.

“The GDOT recently 
released this grant 
opportunity targeted toward 
safety improvements on local 
roads,” Payne-Simpkins said. 
“Off-system roads account 
for approximately 45 percent 
of motor vehicle fatalities in 

Georgia and, as a result of House 
Bill 170, the state’s LMIG program 
received additional funding from the 
2017 supplemental budget. District 
6, which we’re a part of, received 
approximately $1.5 million for these 
types of projects.”

The proposed cost of the work is 
$61,700, and would involved the city 
paying a 30-percent ($18,510) match 
per the structure of the grant.

The application has to be 
submitted by the end of April, and 
Payne-Simpkins says the city should 
hear back relatively quickly.

“We expect to hear something 
soon and if we get it, the work would 
get underway quickly also,” she said. 

The Georgia Department of Transportation recently awarded a bid for the Ga. 

Highway 151 (Alabama Highway) widening project. (Catoosa News photo/

Adam Cook) By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

“The Catoosa County 
Republican Party 
stands for smaller 
government, fiscal 
responsibility and 
more liberty, including 
in the way we educate 
our children,” says 
party Chairman Jeff 
Holcomb.

The recent uproar 
over the party’s 
platform, Holcomb says, 
was “due to things that 
were printed that are 
absolute fabrications, 
including a claim 
that we stand for no 
government-funded 
education.”

“We are not calling 
for the end of public 
schools,” says Holcomb. 
“It would be impossible 
not to have public 
schools. What we’re 
calling for is more 
parental control over 
education.”

The party’s platform 
contains two sections 
on education, one that 
addresses the present 
and one that outlines a 
vision for the future.

In a section titled 
“Public Tax Supported 
Education Now,” the 
platform includes: 
“Education of the 
children of the nation 
does not mean that 
the state should take 
the place of parents ... 
Educational institutions 
of this state shall have 
the absolute right as 
given by parents to 

maintain discipline in 

their classroom and 

school system. Children 

are expected to respect 

their teachers and 

obey the policies of 

the school … Parents 

should be allowed to 

have input into the 

curriculum of any 

school. The ultimate 

control should be with 

the administration …”
Where more 

controversy has arisen 
comes from parts 
of the platform that 
address school funding. 
The platform calls 
for the school board 
to submit a budget 
to the county Board 
of Commissioners, 
to publish their 
accounting records 
online and to “not 
fear rejecting Federal 
Funding.”

“We need to be 

frugal with the taxes 
we take from people,” 
says Holcomb. “Most 
government expenses 
are pretty predictable. 
They can be planned 
for. You know about 
how many students will 
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Tourism to park creates $81,561,200 in economic benefit

Report shows visitor spending supports 1,016 jobs in local economy

State closing in on Alabama 
Highway widening project

Jennifer

Payne-Simpkins

Fort Oglethorpe eyeing
grants to upgrade pedestrian 
safety and water testing

“We are 

not calling 

for the end 

of public 

schools. It 

would be 

impossible 

not to 

have 

public schools. What 

we’re calling for is 

more parental control 

over education.” -- Jeff 
Holcomb, Catoosa 
County Republican 
Party chairman

“Our 

platform 

on 

education 

is one 

that’s 

meant to 

improve 

education 

and options for everyone 

– parents, children and 

local teachers. Parents 

have the right to choose, 

but if they’re blocked 

from exercising that 

right because the tax 

structure only funds one 

choice, children are the 

ones who suffer most. 

Teachers suffer, too, 

because they’re bogged 

down with mandates 

and paperwork and 

they’re robbed of the 

freedom to innovate in 

ways that would help 

their students.” -- Greg 
Grayson, Catoosa 
County Republican 
Party vice chairman

“I don’t 

think 

anyone 

is really 

anti-public 

school as 

much as 

they are 

pro-local 

control over what our kids 

are learning and how 

resources are allocated.” 

-- Denise Burns, , 
former chairwoman of 
the Catoosa County 
Republican Party
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