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Mark those calendars 
now on Sept. 29 for the 
upcoming Outreach 
Tabernacle’s night of 
southern gospel at the 
church at 1351 Co. Road 31 
in Muscadine, Ala. They’ll 
be hosting The Masters 
Touch from Valley, Ala., 
and Chattanooga’s His 
Call and The Yarbroughs 
from Bremen. Outreach 
Tabernacle’s church choir 
will also perform under the 
direction of GW Cash. The 
night of song starts at 5:30 
p.m. Central. 

Tickets are on sale for 
this Saturday’s return 
of Katie Deal to the 
Cedartown Performing 
Arts Center, this time 
in a duo with Jason 
Petty for the Classic 
Nashville Roadshow. 
Seats start at $15, and 
the show will feature the 
music of Dolly Parton, 
Hank Williams, Patsy 
Cline, Tammy Wynette, 
George Jones and more. 
Visit cedartownshows.
com to order now, or call 
770-748-4168. 

Don’t  forget this 
Saturday is your chance 
to get your dog a low cost 
rabies shot, along with 
other services in Rockmart. 
The clinic is being held this 
Saturday, Sept. 15 from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Hogue 
Avenue gymnasium at 436 
Hogue Ave., Rockmart. 
Cats and dogs are $10 for 
rabies shots. Other services 
include Precious Paws nail 
trimming for $5. Proceeds 
go to the Humane Society. 

Starting this Sunday, 
the Marietta Street 
United Methodist Church 

See CALENDAR, A12

From staff reports

Homecoming is this week at both 
Cedartown and Rockmart High 
Schools, and on Friday night both 
campuses will get a halftime show 
featuring this year’s courts and a 
new queen crowned for 2018. 

As the Cedartown Bulldogs 
welcome Southeast Whitfield Raiders 
to town, they’ll also be introducing 
18 young ladies from the freshman 
through senior classes as this year’s 
court. 

That list includes seniors Tamera 
Beeman, Madison Coffin, Holly 
Duncan, Faviana Escalante, Grayson 
Smith and Shae Smith. 

Representing the junior class this 
year is Leslie Cervantes, Destiny 

Griffin, Alli Hicks and Raegan 
Westmoreland. The sophomore 
court is made up of Ava Allred, 
Emily Haney, Reagan Peek and 
Farleigh Glen. 

Freshmen are being represented 
this year by Rossy Cruz, Alyssa 
Griffin, Graci McElwee and Gracee 
Privett. 

Over on the other side of the 
county at the same time, Rockmart’s 
court will be presented during the 
first region game of the season 
against the visiting Armuchee 
Indians. 

The court this year includes 
senior ladies Jennifer Crawford, 
Mallorie Dover, Logan Patterson, 
Anna Snider, Cambree Stanley, and 
D’Nya Wilson.

Juniors Carlee Graham and Valerie 
Williams, sophomores Cameel 
Owens and Shayla Stephens and 
freshmen Takiyah Cummings and 
Landyn Wigley round up the girl’s 
homecoming court for 2018.

The boys court is represented 
by seniors Sam Depew, Zoryan 
Hendricks, Grant Morris, Jesse Taff, 
Zabrion Whatley, and Kohl White.

Juniors Baye Blackwell and 
Jukeyvious Boozer, sophomores 
Allan Murrieta and Dalton 
Sprayberry, and freshmen Omarion 
Garrett and Cooper Yanzetich round 
out the court.

Rockmart’s homecoming parade 
was held ahead of the big game on 
Monday after press time (see the 
Sept. 19 edition for more photos.) 

The theme this year was “together we 
swarm” and several days of dressing 
up are also being held at the school 
this week. 

Cedartown’s Homecoming Parade 
is being held this Friday on Main 
Street in downtown starting at 4:30 
p.m. 

It’ll include schools, community 
league teams and other entries, plus 
the Cedartown High School Bulldog 
Marching Band. 

The Bulldogs also hosted dress-up 
days for their students, including 
the opportunity to take on memes 
and vines today, Disney and cartoon 
characters tomorrow, and are asked 
to wear Black and Red on Friday. 

Check back in next week’s edition 
for more on Homecoming 2018. 

LADIES’ NIGHT 
Two queens to be crowned on Friday

Left: The senior homecoming court for 2018 includes Tamera Beeman, Madison Coffin, Holly Duncan, Faviana Escalante, Grayson Smith and Shae 
Smith. Right: The Rockmart Homecoming Court includes senior ladies Jennifer Crawford, Mallorie Dover, Logan Patterson, Anna Snider, Cambree Stan-
ley, and D’Nya Wilson, and gentleman Sam Depew, Zoryan Hendricks, Grant Morris, Jesse Taff, Zabrion Whatley, and Kohl White. / Kevin Myrick, Robyn Teems 

More photos on page A6

School board gives OK 
to field trips in work session

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

Polk School District 
students will be learning 
everywhere from Perry 
to Savannah thanks to 
the board of education 
approving several new 
field trips across various 
schools. 

While many won’t be 
happening until later in the 
year, early trip approval 
is fundamental for raising 
the required funds and 
awareness.

“These are getting later 
in the year, but they like 
to go ahead and get these 
approved so they can go 
ahead and start raising 
money,” superintendent 
Lauri Atkins said.

The board’s approval 
meant the Rockmart High 
School thespians were 

allowed to visit the Sept. 7 
and 8 leadership conference 
and the Rockmart, and 
Cedartown High auto 
departments will soon be 
allowed to visit the UTI 
and NTI colleges on Sept. 
13 and 14.

L a t e r  f i e l d  t r i p s 
include the Rockmart 
High Ag department’s 
participation in the Perry 
fair October livestock 
show, Rockmart Middle 
School’s participation in 
the November Beta Club 

Competition, Cedartown 
High’s participation at 
the February Thespians 
conference, West Side 
Elementary ’s  g i f ted 
PEP field trip to the 
Georgia Aquarium later 
in March, and Van Wert 
Elementary’s gifted PEP 
trip to the aquarium shortly 
afterwards.

Learning in the class 
should be easier with the 
board formally editing the 
retest policy for clarity and 
ease of understanding. 

Highlighted in the 
document is the portion 
that states those who 
choose not to use the 
policy for either quarter 
will find their lowest test 
grade dropped at the end 
of the semester. 

So, those who score well 

From staff  reports

Blue lights, blue ornaments, 
blue icicles, snowflakes, tinsel 
and trimmings: this is the stuff 
the Cedartown Christmas Parade 
will be made of this year.

T h e  C i t y  o f  C e d a r t o w n 
encourages residents, businesses, 
schools, industries and churches to 
participate in this year’s Christmas 
Parade. Planned for Thursday, 
December 6 at 6 p.m., the annual 
event attracts thousands to 
downtown Cedartown. 

Pick a place along Main Street in 
Historic Downtown – any sidewalk 
gives a good view.

The theme for this year’s parade 
is “Blue Christmas.” Groups 
wishing to be eligible for prize 
money for best float must stick 

to the blue Christmas theme. 
“Folks can get creative using blue 

lights, blue ornaments, blue trees 
or stockings, tinsel and balloons. 
The key is to use the color blue 
as a major theme for your float 
design,” explained Aimee Madden, 
Christmas Parade Committee 
member.

Prizes will be awarded in three 
categories and all entries will be 
judged based on the theme. 

Category one will be a church 
division with a $500 first place 
prize, a $300 second place prize and 
a $200 third place prize. Category 
two will be an open division with 
a $500 first place prize, a $300 
second place prize and a $200 
third place prize. Category three 
is “Most Outstanding” with only 
a first-place award of $500.

The City is pleased to announce 
that the parade’s grand marshals 
will be Jim and Anne Wright. 

The Wrights dedicated decades 
of service to the City of Cedartown 
and its residents by serving in the 
water, wastewater and utilities 
department.

The parade will feature the 
county’s public safety officials 
and first responders. They hand 
out special “viewing glasses” to 

Cedartown hosting a “Blue 
Christmas” parade in December

Polk County Board of Education members gathered for 
their Sept. 4 work session, and were set to be back in 
session again on Tuesday after press time. / Sean Williams

Report, 
personnel file 
sheds light on 
past Aragon 

cash problems
 ♦ Dunn discusses 

mistakes in 2012 letter to 
City Council, later admits 
to no wrongdoings in 
2017 resignation

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

A new report from Williamson 
and Company, the auditors for 
the City of Aragon, shows there 
were more checks stashed away 
and likely never cashed. 

Without complete bank 
records, they however stated 
in this report provided to the city 
that they can’t reconcile exactly 
what happened to the money 
that at the time was under the 
control of only one person at 
the city, former City and later 
Court Clerk Lori Dunn. 

As previously reported, 
Dunn’s father Mayor Garry 
Baldwin previously decided to 
recuse himself in the matter. 
A document to that effect 
was part of Dunn’s personnel 
records, which stated that any 
administrative or personnel 
issues pertaining to his daughter 
were to be referred to then Chief 
Marc Riley, or to Aragon’s 
Municipal Court Judge Terry 
Wheeler. 

Wheeler was previously 
Dunn’s supervisor when she 
served as the city’s court clerk. 

Contents of the report include 
an outline multiple financial 
documents from a time period 
ranging from 2004 to 2016 
which were made available to 
Williamson and Co. for review 
from the city. 

With the report sent onward to 
the city, it is now up to officials 
on how they wish to move 
forward, Christopher Hatch of 
Williamson and Company stated 
in the seven page document. 

See AUDITORS, A3

See TRIPS, A5

See PARADE, A6

MAIN A1


